Volume 2016, Issue 6

M. Davin & J. Melaugh, Co-Editors

Election Edition 2016

November 8 Presidential Election
Special Edition

Ga il Murray

District 1

1
2

THE ROSSMOOR DEMOCRAT

Presidential Election 2016

November 17 General Meeting: Hon. Nace Ruvolo
The Hon. Ignazio (Nace) Ruvolo,
Presiding Justice of California’s
First District Court of Appeal,
Division Four, will speak at DoR’s
membership
meeting
on
Thursday, November 17, at 4
p.m. in the Event Center. The
social hour, with refreshments,
will begin at 3.

high court. Ruvolo will also discuss
a few of the most important U.S.
Supreme Court cases pending for
the court’s next term beginning this
month.

Ruvolo’s presentation will focus on
the most significant United States Supreme
Court decisions of the last term, and the
impact of Justice Antonin Scalia’s sudden
death on the jurisprudential balance on the

By the date he speaks, a new U.S.
President will have been elected,
and the open Supreme Court seat
will have taken on a new urgency.
Ruvolo may also discuss other
interesting post-election developments in the
search for a new justice and will answer
audience questions on any topic relating to
the high court.

“I can say with confidence there has never been a man or a woman —
not me, not Bill, nobody — more qualified than Hillary Clinton to serve as
president of the United States of America.” — President Obama
“If a candidate is erratic and threatening; if a candidate traffics in
prejudice, fears, and lies on the campaign trail; if a candidate thinks
that not paying taxes makes you smart, or that it’s good business
when people lose their homes; if a candidate regularly and flippantly
makes cruel and insulting comments about women, about how we
look, how we act — well, sadly, that’s who that candidate really is.
That is the kind of president they will be.” — Michelle Obama
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Mark DeSaulnier for 11th Congressional District of CA
Even though Mark DeSaulnier is unopposed in his bid for re-election to California's
11th U.S. Congressional District, remember to vote for him anyway! He has been a
reliably progressive representative responsive to seniors' needs. The Democratic
Party of California has endorsed Democrat Mark Desaulnier for
California's 11th Congressional District.

Kamala D. Harris for U.S. Senate
California Attorney General Kamala Harris is running for retiring Barbara
Boxer’s U.S. Senate seat. Her opponent is fellow Democrat Loretta
Sanchez. Harris was elected as California Attorney General in 2010 and reelected in 2014. She is the first female, the first African American, and the
first Asian American to fill that post. She was formerly Deputy District
Attorney in Alameda County and served in several justice positions in the
City of San Francisco. The Democratic Party of California has endorsed
Democrat Kamala D. Harris for the U. S. Senate.

Steve Glazer for California State Senate, District 7
Democrat Steve Glazer is running
for re-election to California State
Senate District 7, which stretches
from Orinda in the west to
Brentwood in the east and Concord
in the north to Pleasanton in the
south. In the June primary this year
Glazer
and
his
Republican
challenger Joseph Alexander Rubay
beat out third-place Democratic

candidate Guy Moore, so Glazer and
Rubay will be on the November
ballot as the top two vote getters. In
the three-way primary Glazer beat
out Rubay two-to-one. Glazer is a
three-time mayor of Orinda and
worked as an advisor to Governor
Jerry Brown. The Democratic Party
of
California
has
endorsed
Democrat Steve Glazer.

Dee Rosario for East Bay Parks Board, Ward 2
Remember to vote for Dionisio “Dee” Rosario for East Bay Regional
Parks District Board of Directors, Ward 2. Ward 2 includes most of
Oakland, Piedmont, Canyon, Moraga, Orinda, Orinda Village, Rheem
Valley, Lafayette, Rossmoor, and part of Walnut Creek. Rosario is a
proven and dedicated progressive in his views on preserving both the
environment and access to our many East Bay parks. He is running on a
platform to increase transparency of park administration meetings and
make it more convenient for residents to attend those meetings. He
advocates reduction of the use of herbicides and pesticides in East Bay
parks and opposes using military-type vehicles for park security. The
Democratic Party of Contra Costa County has endorsed Dee Rosario.
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Cheryl Cook-Kallio for CA State Assembly by Sue DeCarlo
A life-long Democrat, Cheryl Cook-Kallio sees
economic empowerment through improved
employment opportunity and pay equity,
improved personal safety through gun and
munitions control, shorter commutes through
improved traffic flow and better transportation,
improvements in the environment, education,
and women’s health care as major issues in the
California State Senate campaign.

In his blog upon her retirement from the
Pleasanton City Council Tim Hunt said
Democrat Cheryl Cook-Kallio had "served the
city very well." He described Cheryl's most
significant achievement as her willingness to
take the heat of bucking public pressure from
special interests, and said “Cheryl stood by
what was best for the whole city." Cheryl
Cook-Kallio deserves your vote.

From 2007 through
2014 Cheryl served
on the Pleasanton
City Council and was
Vice Mayor when she
was termed out of
office. She was instrumental in obtaining
funding for family
health care services,
including construction
of a major clinic. Cheryl worked to create
affordable senior housing. During the
recession she led Pleasanton with balanced
budgets and accumulated an unrestricted
reserve fund of $178 million.

For those of you who
may still think the
present
incumbent,
Republican
Catharine Baker, has
done a good job let
me set the record
straight. While Baker
presents herself as a
moderate, a review of
her
voting
record
reveals a different
story. On issues important to Democrats she
voted with the Democratic caucus only 5% of
the time. She voted with the Republican caucus
over 40% of the time and followed the apparent
Republican caucus policy of changing a vote
from no to yes when a bill would pass even if
all the Republicans voted no.

In addition to the endorsement of the CA
Democratic Party and the Democrats of
Rossmoor, Cheryl has been endorsed by
Planned Parenthood NorCal Action Fund,
Brady Campaign to Prevent Gun Violence,
NARAL, Clean Water Action, National
Organization for Women, National Women’s
Political Caucus of CA, East Bay Women’s
Political Caucus, and many other organizations. Cheryl has received personal
endorsements from: Lt. Governor Gavin
Newsom, State Controller Betty Yee, State
Treasurer John Chiang, CA Supt. Of Public
Instruction Tom Torlakson, Congressperson
Mark DeSaulnier, President ProTem of the
Senate Kevin de Leon, Speaker of the
Assembly Anthony Rendon, as well as many
other state senators and assembly members,
CA government board members, and leaders
in the education community.
4

Baker voted no on every one of over 100
budget bills, willing to shut down the government rather than vote with the Democratic
Caucus. She has accepted campaign
contributions of over $270,000 from the oil
industry and voted against bills to regulate
levels of pollution from petroleum production,
against regulation of the petroleum industry,
and against reduced petroleum use in CA. She
received a 29% approval rating from Planned
Parenthood yet puts out fliers stating she is
pro-choice. She received only a 56% rating
from the Sierra Club but advertises her great
support for the environment. Catharine Baker
is nothing more than an average Republican
politician.
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THOSE WHO SUPPORT A
THIRD PARTY CANDIDATE
SHOULD REMEMBER
WHAT HAPPENED TO
AL GORE IN 2000.
LIFE WOULD BE DIFFERENT TODAY
HAD PEOPLE NOT WASTED THEIR
VOTES ON RALPH NADER.

“If you don’t vote, that’s a vote for
Trump. If you vote for a third-party
candidate who’s got no chance to
win, that’s a vote for Trump.”
President Barack Obama

WHO will be the next President
of the United States?

Cook-Kallio Opens Walnut Creek Election Office

California 16th Assembly District candidate
Democrat Cheryl Cook-Kallio recently opened
her third district office in the Tice Valley Mall,
downhill and down the street from the
Safeway complex. Cook-Kallio is challenging
incumbent Republican Catharine Baker, who
is the lone Republican in the Bay Area
Delegation.
More than 50 supporters attended the
opening. U.S. Congressman Mark DeSaulnier
spoke in support of Cook-Kallio at the event
and stressed how critical it is for volunteers to
get the word out and bring in votes. “You’re
5

fighting for the bottom 99 percent, you’re
fighting for democracy,” he told the group.
Also at the opening was Democrat Craig
Cheslog, who is running unopposed for the
Acalanes School District board.
There are many opportunities to volunteer for
Cook-Kallio. You can drop by the election
office or call Will at (210) 663-4726 to
volunteer for phone banks or other activities.
This critical race is expected to be tight,
and every vote counts: remember to vote
for Cook-Kallio.
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Gavin Newsom on Propositions 63 and 64
California Lieutenant Governor Gavin
Newsom wowed a packed house at Fireside
late last month. The event was jointly
sponsored by DoR and the Rossmoor Medical
Marijuana Club. Newsom spoke primarily in
favor of two November ballot measures:
Proposition 63 and Proposition 64.
Proposition 63,
the Safety for All
Act,
would,
among other things, regulate the sale of
firearm ammunition, up until now a wide-open
crack in the State’s gun control laws.
Declaring that “California has led the nation in
gun safety,” he called Proposition 63 “…the
toughest, most common sense gun control
law before California voters,” adding that
passage of the proposition would also prohibit
assault weapons, impound weapons from
convicted felons (a seldom-enforced current
law), and merge state and federal databases

for greater transparency and efficiency.
Newsom acknowledged the
controversial
nature
of
Proposition 64, which would
legalize marijuana for adult
recreational use. Stating that
he is “anti-prohibition rather than
pro-marijuana,” Newsom said that the multifaceted
62-page
proposition
contains
safeguards against marketing pot to children
and would fund research on its health effects.
Newsom said the California Medical Association
was involved in drafting Proposition 64, and
that it is flexible enough to accommodate
change if research or other factors require
revisiting the law. Newsom also predicted
that, given the state’s size, legalization in
California would finally force the federal
government to resolve accounting issues in
the all-cash industry, which is already legal in
Alaska, Washington, Oregon, and Colorado.

Voter Registration
Through last month this election season Carol Weed's
voter registration group and its band of volunteers
registered 709 voters, not counting those registered
following American naturalization ceremonies at Oakland's
Paramount Theater. The last day you can request a Voteby-Mail ballot is November 1. You can change to Vote-byMail at www.RegisterToVote.CA.gov.
6
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Voting Rights and Citizenship
1776 — Only people who own land can vote.
1789 — George Washington elected president. Only 6% of the population can vote.
1790 — Naturalization Law passed defining only “free white” immigrants as eligible for naturalization.
1856 — North Carolina is the last state to remove property ownership as a requirement to vote. The
right to vote is extended to all white men in America.
1866 — The first Civil Rights Act grants citizenship, but not the right to
vote, to all persons born in the United States.
1868 — 14th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution defines and grants
citizenship to former slaves. Voters, however, are explicitly
defined as male, and voting regulation is still in the hands of
the states.
1870 — 15th Amendment passed stating that the right to vote cannot be
denied by the federal or state governments based on race.
1882 — The Chinese Exclusion Act bars people of
Chinese ancestry from naturalizing to become
U.S. citizens.
1890 — Wyoming admitted to statehood and becomes first
state to legislate voting for women in its
constitution.
1920 — 19th Amendment gives women right to vote in
both state and federal elections.
1922 — Supreme Court rules that people of Japanese
heritage are ineligible to become naturalized
citizens. In the next year, the Court finds that Asian Indians are also not eligible to naturalize.
1928 — Maryland becomes the last state to remove religious restrictions when it passes legislation
enfranchising Jews.
1948 — The last state laws denying Native Americans the right to vote are overturned.
1952 — McCarran-Walter Act grants all people of Asian ancestry the right to become citizens.
1961 — 23rd Amendment gives citizens of Washington, D.C., the right to vote for U.S. president.
1964 — 24th Amendment guarantees that the right to vote in federal elections
will not be denied for failure to pay any tax.
1965 — Voting Rights Act forbids states from imposing discriminatory restrictions
on who can vote and provides mechanisms for the federal government
to enforce its provisions.
1971 — 26th Amendment grants voting rights to
18-year-olds.
2002 — Help America Vote Act (HAVA) creates
minimal standards of election administration, provides for provisional ballot voting,
and sets aside funds to help states improve
outdated voter systems.
Adapted from KQED’s The Lowdown us-voting-rights-timeline.pdf
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Upcoming Events
EVENT CALENDAR

PHONE BANKS
Hillary Phone Bank
Dollar Club House. 4:30–7 p.m.
RSVP at hillaryclinton.com
October 4

October 3 Rosh Hashanah
October 3 Book Club: Hillbilly Elegy…
by J.D. Vance. Dollar Club House Garden
Room, 3 p.m.

Get Out the Vote Phone Banks
Creekside Club Room. 12–8 p.m.
October 22
October 23
October 29
October 30

October 5 Progressive Voices: Gwen Regalia
on local politics. Creekside Club Room, 2 p.m.
October 10 Film: The Man Who Saved the
World. Peacock Hall, 1 and 7 p.m.
October 12 Yom Kippur

Get Out the Vote Phone Banks
Creekside Fairway Room. 12–8 p.m.
November 6 and November 7

October 27 General Meeting: David
McCuan’s Election Predictions. Event Center,
6 p.m. social, 7 p.m. speaker.

Cheryl Cook-Kallio Phone Banks
1838 Tice Valley Blvd., 3–5 p.m.
RSVP to Kaitlyn at (408) 410-2470 or
kdahl22@gmail.com.
October 3
October 10
October 17
October 24
October 31
November 7

October 31 Halloween
November 6 Daylight Savings Time ends
November 7 Book Club: Listen, Liberal… by
Thomas Frank. Gateway Multipurpose Room
2, 3 p.m.
November 8 Election Day: polls open 7 a.m.–
8 p.m. at Gateway Club House

Get Out the Vote Phone Bank
Event Center 12–8 p.m.
November 8

November 8 Election Returns Watch Party:
Event Center Tahoe Room, 6 p.m.
November 11 Veterans Day

DEBATE WATCH PARTIES
Bring your own finger foods to
share. Wine will be provided.
Check weekly emails to be certain
events have not been cancelled.

November 14 Film: Where to Invade Next.
Peacock Hall, 1 and 7 p.m.

Debate Watch Parties
Creekside Fairway Room, 6 p.m.
October 4, October 9, and October 19

November 17 General Meeting: Hon. Nace
Ruvolo on Supreme Court Decisions. Event
Center, 3 p.m. social, 4 p.m. speaker
November 24 Thanksgiving

“Freedom isn't free. It shouldn't be a bragging point that 'Oh, I don't get involved in politics,'
as if that makes someone cleaner. No, that makes you derelict of duty in a republic. Liars
and panderers in government would have a much harder time of it if so many people didn't
insist on their right to remain ignorant and blindly agreeable.” — Bill Maher
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Propositions and Measures on the Ballot
This analysis is based on materials from League of Women Voters of California, California
Democratic Party Convention, Contra Costa County Democratic Party Central Committee,
Ballotpedia.org, and VotersEdge.org/ca. Special thanks to Sue De Carlo for all her research.

✚ 1 2 3

+ = My vote
1 = CA Democratic Party Convention
2 = CCC Democratic Party Central Committee
3 = CA League of Women Voters

Y = support
N = oppose
– = no stand
~ = neutral

Proposition

Y Y Y

Prop 51—Bonds for School Facilities. Funding for K-12 School and Community College
Facilities. Authorizes $9 billion in general obligation bonds for new construction and
modernization of K-12 public school facilities, charter schools, and vocational education
facilities, and California Community Colleges facilities.

Y Y –

Prop 52—State Fees on Hospitals. Federal Medi-Cal Matching Funds. Extends indefinitely
an existing statute that imposes fees on hospitals to fund Medi-Cal health care services, care
for uninsured patients, and children’s health coverage.

N N –

Prop 53—Revenue Bonds. Statewide Voter Approval. Requires statewide voter approval
before any revenue bonds can be issued or sold by the state for certain projects if the bond
amount exceeds $2 billion.

N N Y

Prop 54—Legislation and Proceedings. Prohibits the Legislature from passing any bill unless
published on the Internet for 72 hours before a vote; requires the Legislature to record its
proceedings and post them on the Internet; and it authorizes the use of recordings.

Y Y Y

Prop 55—Tax Extension to Fund Education and Healthcare. Extends by twelve years the
temporary personal income tax increases enacted in 2012 on earnings over $250,000, with
revenues allocated to K-12 schools, California Community Colleges, and, in certain years,
healthcare.

Y Y ~

Prop 56—Cigarette Tax to Fund Healthcare, Tobacco Use Prevention, Research, and
Law Enforcement. Increases cigarette tax by $2.00 per pack, with equivalent increases on
other tobacco products and electronic cigarettes containing nicotine.

Y Y Y

Prop 57—Criminal Sentences. Parole. Juvenile Criminal Proceedings and Sentencing.
Allows parole consideration for nonviolent felons; authorizes sentence credits for rehabilitation,
good behavior, and education; and provides that a juvenile court judge decides whether a
juvenile will be prosecuted as adult.

Y Y Y

Prop 58—English Proficiency. Multilingual Education. Preserves requirement that public
schools ensure students obtain English language proficiency. Requires school districts to solicit
parent/community input in developing language acquisition programs. Requires instruction to ensure
English acquisition as rapidly and effectively as possible. Authorizes school districts to establish duallanguage immersion programs for both native and non-native English speakers.

Y Y N

Prop 59—Corporations. Political Spending. Federal Constitutional Protections. Asks
whether California’s elected officials should use their authority to propose and ratify an
amendment to the federal Constitution overturning the United States Supreme Court decision
in Citizens United v. Federal Election Commission. Citizens United ruled that laws placing
certain limits on political spending by corporations and unions are unconstitutional.
Continued on page 10

9

Visit www.democratsOFrossmoor.org for more information

THE ROSSMOOR DEMOCRAT

Presidential Election 2016

Propositions and Measures on the Ballot, continued

✚ 1 2 3

+ = My vote
1 = CA Democratic Party Convention
2 = CCC Democratic Party Central Committee
3 = CA League of Women Voters

Y = support
N = oppose
– = no stand
~ = neutral

Proposition

10

Y Y N

Prop 59—Corporations. Political Spending. Federal Constitutional Protections. Asks
whether California’s elected officials should use their authority to propose and ratify an
amendment to the federal Constitution overturning the United States Supreme Court decision
in Citizens United v. Federal Election Commission. Citizens United ruled that laws placing
certain limits on political spending by corporations and unions are unconstitutional.

N N –

Prop 60—Adult Films. Condoms. Health Requirements. Requires adult film performers to use
condoms during filming of sexual intercourse. Requires producers to pay for performer vaccinations,
testing, & medical examinations. Requires producers to post condom requirement at film sites.

– – –

Prop 61—State Prescription Drug Purchases. Pricing Standards. Prohibits state from buying
any prescription drug from a drug manufacturer at price over lowest price paid for the drug by the
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs. Exempts managed care programs funded through Medi-Cal.

Y Y Y

Prop 62—Death Penalty. Repeals death penalty and replaces it with life imprisonment
without possibility of parole. Applies retroactively to existing death sentences. Increases the
portion of life inmates’ wages that may be applied to victim restitution.

Y Y Y

Prop 63—Firearms. Ammunition Sales. Requires background check and Department of
Justice authorization to purchase ammunition. Prohibits possession of large-capacity
ammunition magazines. Establishes procedures for enforcing laws prohibiting firearm
possession by specified persons. Requires Department of Justice’s participation in federal
National Instant Criminal Background Check System.

Y Y –

Prop 64—Marijuana Legalization. Legalizes marijuana under state law, for use by adults 21 or
older. Imposes state taxes on sales and cultivation. Provides for industry licensing and
establishes standards for marijuana products. Allows local regulation and taxation.

– – N

Prop 65—Carryout Bags. Charges. Redirects money collected by grocery and certain other
retail stores through mandated sale of carryout bags. Requires stores to deposit bag sale
proceeds into a special fund to support specified environmental projects.

N N N

Prop 66—Death Penalty. Procedures. Changes procedures governing state court challenges
to death sentences. Designates superior court for initial petitions and limits successive petitions.
Requires appointed attorneys who take noncapital appeals to accept death penalty appeals.
Exempts prison officials from existing regulation process for developing execution methods.

Y Y Y

Prop 67—Ban on Single-Use Plastic Bags. This is a Referendum. A “Yes” vote approves and a
“No” vote rejects a statue that prohibits grocery and other stores from providing customers single-use
plastic or paper carryout bags but permits sale of recycled paper bags and reusable bags.

– Y –

Measure RR—BART Bonds. Seeks to issue $3.5 billion in bonds for the purpose of rebuilding
and renewing the many parts of the 44-year-old system that have reached the end of their
useful lives. Requires a 2/3 majority.

– Y –

Measure X—Transportation and Use Tax for the Contra Costa Transportation Authority.
Increases the sales tax by .5% in order to raise $97 million for transportation improvements
annually for 30 years. Provides independent oversight and audits. All money benefits local
residents. Requires a 2/3 majority.

– N –

Measure C1—AC Transit Parcel Tax Extension. Extends the existing $8 per month ($96 per
year) parcel tax for 20 years to maintain current levels of local transportation services and
reasonable fares.
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INFORMATION STATEMENT: The Rossmoor Democrat, newsletter of the Democrats of Rossmoor, is
distributed six times annually to members and others expressing interest in The Rossmoor Democrat.
Paid for by the Democrats of Rossmoor, P.O. Box 2070, Walnut Creek, CA 94595

“If ever time should come, when vain and aspiring men shall possess
the highest seats in Government, our country will stand in need of its
experienced patriots to prevent its ruin.” — Samuel Adams

Important Election Dates
You MUST re-register to vote if you have moved since you last voted, even next-door.
Ballots are not forwarded. You can change from voting at the polls to Vote-by-Mail by using the
online link below or completing the basic paper form.
•

Today—Check your voter registration status by going to www.cocovote.us/ or call the Contra
Costa County Registrar of Voters at (925) 335-7800.

•

October 10—Vote-by-Mail ballots mailed to voters.

•

October 24—Last day to register to vote. Go to www.RegisterToVote.CA.gov or ask for a
paper form at the Golden Rain Foundation Office in Gateway: 8:00 a.m.–4:30 p.m., Mon.–Fri.

•

November 1—Last day to request a Vote-by-Mail ballot.

•

November 8—Last day to mail back a Vote-by-Mail ballot.
The envelope must be postmarked by November 8.

•

November 8—Election Day. Polls are open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. Bring your
precinct number from the back of your Voter Information Guide to Gateway.

✂

SAVE to Fill Out Your November 8 Ballot

Please save the following list of Democratic Party and/or DoR endorsed candidates
to either fill in your Vote-by-Mail ballot or to take with you to the polls.
✔ U.S. President: Hillary Clinton
✔ U.S. Senate: Kamala D. Harris
✔ U.S. House of Representatives, District 11: Mark DeSaulnier
✔ CA Senate, District 7: Steve Glazer
✔ CA Assembly, District 16: Cheryl Cook-Kallio
✔ Walnut Creek City Council: Kevin Wilk
✔ BART Board of Directors, District 1: Gail Murray
✔ East Bay Regional Parks District Board of Directors, Ward 2: Dee Rosario
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