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GOWN
LURU

With a decade under her belt, custom
bridal gown designer Victoria Sdoukos
is looking forward to shaking things up.

By Savah Ryan
Photography by T. Harrison Hillman

WHO'S TALKING

LOOA

Victoria Sdoukos, owner of the West L mp's Victoria

Sdoukos Couture, has always been ahead of the

curve, When she graduated from the Ilinois Institute
of Arcin 2002, her instructors told her that her
design—a one-shoulder mermaid-cur gown with
Swarovski accents that won firsi-place honors—was
gorgeous, bur nor bridal. “Back then, it was all
l]iilll‘_"c'\\']ls- l\l].\ i]]L':"S-. l](._.](.ll‘l l]ll(lllLI.'! :l|ll| 5“'(1:”[{':[“

necklines,” she says. “And [ said, “Just wair. In a few

vears, everything is going 1o be fivted.” And now it is
even more so than [imagined.” That's not o say her
foresight went unnoticed: Celebrated bridal designer
Lazaro, an alumnus of the school, stapped Sdoukos
that night to say she had found her calling,

Now, 10 years into owning her shop, Sdoukos

is only getting more creative with her one-of-a-

kind gowns, feel like now is the time thar T've

dressed enough |_1:.'npl:.' that I want 1o be more

arristic,” she says. "I am going to be a lor bolder
with rexture and colors.” Her nexr design will work
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a manufacrurer o custom-make her beaded trims
(all designed with her preferred Swarovski crystals).
It is the perfect time to think out of the box,
she notes. “People are willing to be a little risky,

maybe wear a gold gown or a pink dress. Brides

today are not afraid to express who they are.

And thar's exactly whar Sdoukos caprures when
making her fully custom gowns. “I am nor just
. “Tam gathering a bride’s

making a dress,” she says

|:u'nm|;||il yoal the same time.”
As Sdoukos continues to evolve as a designer,

she s Vs o expect the 1|i|t'xp('l'(t'(|k except in

one area: Quality will always take first priority.

s old, I old my mom [ wanted Versace

“Five yes

slmng. s,” she remembers, ].Il]ﬂlli]1¥'. “It was

because I knew the qu,]l \... the arr, the detail. 1

was a |w\]‘_.'s pring artention o those [I1in§:s," We

must say, it definitely shows, 924 W, Madlisen St.,

312.226.9880, victoriasdewkascaieticre.cont
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