
World War One



International Context

·òBalance of Poweró

ƁTriple Entente (France, Great Britain, Russia)

ƁTriple Alliance (Germany, Austria-Hungary, 

Italy)

·Planning War . . .

ƁThe SchlieffenPlan

ƁRussian Mobilization

ƁPlan XVII



War Breaks Out!

·Assassination of Franz Ferdinand (28 July 
1914)

·GavriloPrincip& Young Bosnia

·Austria-Hungaryõs ultimatum

·Things move quickly . . .

Ɓ28 July = Austria-Hungary declares war against 
Serbia

Ɓ30 July = Russia & France mobilize

Ɓ1 August = Germany declares war against Russia

Ɓ3 August = Germany declares war against France

Ɓ4 August = Great Britain declares war against 
Germany



War has changed . . .

·Trench warfare

·Machine guns

·Artillery

·Chemical Gas

·Flame-throwers

·Barbed wire

·Tanks

·Airplanes

·U-boats (Unterseeboote)

·New injuriesfrom war . . .

http://youtu.be/IWHbF5jGJY0


The German Offensive

·August 1914 = Germans invade France 

through Belgium

·Modified SchlieffenPlan

ƁSplit the fronts

·First Battle of the Marne (6-10 September 

1914)

ƁGermans and French dug in at Ypres

ƁStuck there for about 3 ½ years



The Eastern Front

·Battle of Tannenberg(27-30 August 1914)

ƁThe heroics of Paul von Hindenburg

ƁRussian Second Army decimated

·The unstoppable Germans?

ƁBy mid-1915 = Germans control 20% of 

Russiaõs population and 15% of its territory

·Russia KOs Austria-Hungary in 1916



The Western Front

·Battle of Verdun (February-December 1916)

ƁGermans want to òbleed the French whiteó

Ɓ1,000,000 shells fired on the first day

Ɓ10 months of focusing on Verdun

ƁDecember 1916 = Germans withdraw

·Battle of the Somme (July-November 1916)

ƁBritish offensive ð60,000 casualties in one day (1 
July)

ƁInsane amount of artillery fire

ƁNovember = Germans are pushed back a 
whopping 6 miles

Ɓ1,250,000 soldiers killed for 6 miles . . .



·http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/com
mons/3/31/Shrapnel_shell.gif

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/31/Shrapnel_shell.gif


Russian Revolution

·Nicholas IIõs problems . . . 

ƁAngry workers

ƁSupplying a massive army

ƁLeft Petrograd to command the troops (and 
consistently did poorly)

·February Revolution (1917)

ƁMarch 15 = Nicholas II abdicates

ƁDual Rule (Provisional Government & Soviets) 
proves inadequate

·Vladimir Lenin (1870-1924)

ƁApril Theses


