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Luke 5:27-32 
 
I hope in our highly divided culture with very similar extreme views wrapped up in religion 
that we can accept that Jesus is greater, and in humble obedient submission to His Lordship 
agree that unity is possible in the Church.   
 
Luke 5:27-28-32  After this, Jesus went out and saw a tax collector by the name of Levi sitting 
at his tax booth. “Follow me,” Jesus said to him, 28 and Levi got up, left everything and 
followed him.  29 Then Levi held a great banquet for Jesus at his house, and a large crowd of 
tax collectors and others were eating with them. 30 But the Pharisees and the teachers of the 
law who belonged to their sect complained to his disciples, “Why do you eat and drink with tax 
collectors and sinners?”  31 Jesus answered them, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but 
the sick. 32 I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.”  
 
Colossians 3:11  Here (in the Body of Christ) there is no Gentile or Jew, circumcised or 
uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in all. 
 
1 Corinthians 15:33-34  Do not be misled: “Bad company corrupts good character.” 34 Come 
back to your senses as you ought, and stop sinning; for there are some who are ignorant of 
God—I say this to your shame. 
 
Titus 1:5-14  The reason I left you in Crete was that you might put in order what was left 
unfinished and appoint elders in every town, as I directed you. 6 An elder must be blameless, 
faithful to his wife, a man whose children believe and are not open to the charge of being wild 
and disobedient. 7 Since an overseer manages God’s household, he must be blameless—not 
overbearing, not quick-tempered, not given to drunkenness, not violent, not pursuing 
dishonest gain. 8 Rather, he must be hospitable, one who loves what is good, who is self-
controlled, upright, holy and disciplined. 9 He must hold firmly to the trustworthy message as 
it has been taught, so that he can encourage others by sound doctrine and refute those who 
oppose it.  10 For there are many rebellious people, full of meaningless talk and deception, 
especially those of the circumcision group. 11 They must be silenced, because they are 
disrupting whole households by teaching things they ought not to teach—and that for the sake 
of dishonest gain. 12 One of Crete’s own prophets has said it: “Cretans are always liars, evil 
brutes, lazy gluttons.” 13 This saying is true. Therefore rebuke them sharply, so that they will 
be sound in the faith 14 and will pay no attention to Jewish myths or to the merely human 
commands of those who reject the truth. 
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If anyone is in Christ they are a new creation and all things become new.  As such all of these 
new persons – regardless of their personal rap sheet and regardless of their cultural 
background – are a uniquely unified culture of people for whom all of the old distinctions of 
humanity no longer matter. 
 
Jesus was never influenced; He was always the influencer.  If the influence is coming from 
you, you are in a good place.  If the influence is coming to you, you are in a dangerous place. 
 
             
 
Going Deeper 
Care Group Guide 
 
On Sunday we discussed the issue of influence.  There are warnings against allowing negative 
influences to undermine your spiritual best.  At the same time there is a clear mandate to 
take the Gospel to all of humanity with no regard to the level of sin’s influence in their lives.  
So how do you relationally connect with people while being mindful of the warnings? 
 
We identified the issue as being one of influence.  We see in Jesus not just a willingness but a 
deliberate connecting with people that His culture deemed as the worst of influences.  But in 
every situation He was the one doing the influencing and not the other way around. 
 
One way to figure out how to apply these issues to our own life would be to determine if you 
are an influencer and how to use that influence in a negative situation.  There is a verse in 
Galatians that says –  
 
Galatians 6:1  Brothers and sisters, if someone is caught in a sin, you who live by the Spirit 
should restore that person gently. But watch yourselves, or you also may be tempted. 
 
Who is qualified to respond?   (Those who are spiritual or live by the Spirit.)  
 
How does this help us decide if we are in a situation of influence or situation of being 
influenced?  (If the Holy Spirit is motivating you to engage in a situation and your engagement 
is not based upon your perspective or emotions but on what the Holy Scriptures teach you to 
do, then you are qualified to be an influencer.) 
 
What should the approach or effect of your involvement be?  (You are to be offering 
restoration not judgement.  You are to be gentle in your approach.  What is hidden a little in 
English is that the word Paul uses here includes the concept of being useful not just kind or 
gentle.  If you really cannot help, simply feeling sorry for the person does not qualify you as an 
influencer.) 
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What does the warning at the end teach you about whether you are qualified as an influencer?  
(Lifeguards are not just taught how to “save” drowning people; they are also trained on how to 
not let a drowning person drown them in an adrenaline fueled panic.  If the situation you face 
is overwhelming to you, even if you technically know what should be done, you have to let 
someone who knows both what to do and how to do it so as not to be influenced by the 
negative situation be the influencer.) 
 
With these guidelines in place, are there some situations you need to get away from because 
they are influencing you instead of you influencing them?  Are there some situations that you 
are qualified to help in that you have been avoiding?  Pray that God would give you wisdom 
and courage regarding your role as an influencer. 


