The Surface exhibition curated by John Lee Matney features 4 prominent contemporary female
artists and curators utilizing surface design and pattern in their practice. Colorful and dynamic
mixed media, painting and sculptural works will be featured. Several of the artists will be in the
Williamsburg area the week of the opening which is scheduled for Saturday, September 16th,
2:00pm-5:30pm.  Watch for appearances by the artists September 14- 16.  Call John Lee
Matney at (757) 675-6627 for real-time updates about how to engage with the artists and the
gallery.

Zuzka Vaclavik is a painter who gains most of her inspiration from her international
experiences. Zuzka is a dual citizen of the United States and Slovakia as her parents escaped
from Communist Czechoslovakia. Vaclavik grew up in Germany where she took art lessons
from a Czech painter. Her passion and curiosity for new experiences led her to pursue her
development as an artist in the Far East.  She lived in Phnom Pehn, Cambodia for two years
before beginning her graduate school studies.

While living in places like Cambodia, she took in all of the unique patterns and designs with
which she came in contact, most of which had a great impact on her work, and used them to
inspire her. Vaclavik’s work ranges from very bold statements, drawing some similarities to
graffiti, to more fluid and meditative pieces. Furthermore, her work has a great amount of
illustrative aspects, due to the fact that when she is planning and organizing creative content for
a piece, she constantly analyzes what colors and patterns would create an intriguing
combination. Vaclavik has exhibited her work in New York, California, Cambodia, Germany,
Austria, and across the United States. Her work is featured in the collection of the H
 igh
Museum of Art in Atlanta, Georgia.
Her work can also be seen in prestigious publications such as N
 ew American Paintings.

Rebecca Brantley is a curator, artist, instructor, and an art critic. Brantley’s work has been
shown in New York, Morocco, and in Georgia. As a curator, Brantley has helped organize
shows at the Athens Institute for Contemporary Art. She is currently the director of the
Mason-Scharfenstein Museum of Art.

Dana Jo Cooley is an artist and designer currently residing and working out of Athens, Georgia.
Cooley, a graduate of the Savannah College of Art and Design, works in various formats such
as public art, miniature sculptures, multimedia assemblages, salt paintings, and installations.
Her work has been shown in places like the Lacoste School in France, the Lyndon House in
Georgia, Central Booking NYC, and various other sites throughout the Southeast. Cooley
incorporates technology in both her creative process and finalized work. Cooley lived on  the
property of famed artist James Rosenquist for two years and references his mentorship as a
significant influence on her practice. Cooley has advised and created performance ,background,
installation art in collaboration with Of Montreal, Kishi Bashi and other prominent artists


Leigh Anne Chambers is an artist working in mixed media, painting, and installations.
Chambers’ work teters the line between chaos and harmony, balance and imbalance, and
confusion and resolution. Using common domestic materials, like bleach, carpets, and linoleum
tiling, Chambers creates dynamic compositions that attract the eye and appeals to the senses.

Gaining inspiration from George Bataille, Chambers acknowledges the idea that people tend to
want to “clean things up” in order for them to fully comprehend or perceive something uses this
to drive her work. Chambers work has been showcased in places like The Contemporary Art
Center of Virginia, Art Institute of California, Portsmouth Art & Cultural Center, R
 ochester
Contemporary Art Center, and many more.

A companion small works exhibit, Celebration of Female Artists, features works by Elizabeth
Mead, Nicole Santiago, Kristin Skees, Jennifer Meridian, Christi Harris, Martha Jones, Christine
Harris, Melissa Shapell, Kristen Peyton, Barbara Spaulding Stephenson and others.
If you have any questions or if you would like to see additional higher resolution images or
materials, feel free to contact Kenlantae Turner or the curator, John Lee Matney at
director@lindamatneygallery.com or 757-675-6627 .

Sincerely,
Kenlontae’ Turner and John Lee Matney
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