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About ABCRA
Founded in 1957, and 
serving the residents living 
in Toronto’s Yorkville / 
North Midtown community 
between Yonge Street 
and Avenue Road, and 
Bloor Street to the CPR 
tracks, the ABCRA is a 
volunteer organization 
committed to enhancing 
the quality of life in our 
neighbourhood through 
active participation in 
municipal issues. 

Our work involves a wide 
range of activities, from 
ensuring that development 
is appropriate for our 
neighbourhood to 
working with utility 
companies and the City 
to remove intrusive 
utility installations and 
organizing park cleanups 
and maintenance.

In Conversation 
with ABCRA’s 
Co-chairs John 
Caliendo and  
Ian Carmichael
Q: You’re both long-time 
residents of the neighbourhood. 
What’s the best part about living 
here?

A: The mix of people, of all 
ages, singles and families, and a 
growing ethnic diversity really 
make our neighbourhood a 
great place to live. Also we’re 
in one of Toronto’s oldest 
neighbourhoods, so we have 
the blend of old and new 
architecture and a deep-rooted 
history. 

Q: You’ve seen a lot of changes 
over the years. Which ones have 
had the biggest effect on our 
neighbourhood?

A: Since 1999, thanks to 
provincial policies that 
accelerated intensification 
along subway routes, our 
neighbourhood was one of 
the first to experience what 
can only be called a tsunami of 
intensification. Dealing with 
this and the years of ongoing 
and disruptive construction has 
required a huge investment in 
our time and resources. Our 
goal has always been to ensure 
that historical protection is at 
the heart of good development. 
The preservation of heritage 
buildings, after all, is what 
makes the new properties 
going up more marketable and 
desirable. So it’s in everyone’s 
best interest to strike a 
balance and ensure that our 

neighbourhood doesn’t become 
arbitrarily overbuilt.

We’ve also witnessed the 
intensified use of our public 
spaces. There are vastly more 
people and dogs using our parks 
and sidewalks than ever before, 
but we don’t have more public 
spaces.

Q: Why do you think it’s 
important to have engaged 
advocacy groups and 
associations such as ABCRA? 

A: We can and do make a big 
difference to the quality of 
life of our community. We 
understand our area better 
than anyone. We know what 
works, what doesn’t, and what 
needs improvement. We need 
to continuously advocate for 
the things we want for our 
neighbourhood and to make 
ourselves heard at City Hall. By 
taking the lead on initiatives 
such as the Toronto Noise 
Coalition, for example, we 
benefit not only our residents, 
but the city as a whole,

Q: What has been ABCRA’s 
biggest victory? 

A: Our reputation. The fact 
that as a board of community 
volunteers we’ve accomplished 
such thoughtful, reasonable, 
and hard work over the years 
allows us to be at the table 
when decisions are made for our 
neighbourhood and beyond. At 
the very least we’re consulted 
and can work with both the 
public and private sectors to get 
things done. As a result, we’ve 
worked with developers and 
the City to come up with some 
really good and unique public 
realms in and around buildings 



ABCRA Newsletter Fall 2018

2 For more information about these and other interesting projects visit the ABCRA website abcra.ca

such as York Square and a new public square on 
Cumberland Street, east of Bay. These are the 
kinds of initiatives that make our community 
more liveable and mitigate some of the effects of 
intensification.

Watch for future newsletters and our website, 
which will provide more details on these spaces and 
more.

Q: What’s next for ABCRA?

A: Previously we used most of our time to fight 
developments that aren’t appropriate for our 
neighbourhood. In the new OMB-free world 
we hope to focus on improving our parks and 
community spaces where we are underserved. 
We don’t have a community centre in our 
neighbourhood to provide services to children and 
seniors. We need to encourage the city to move 
on that. And we always welcome our community 
members’ input on what we should be working 
on, so we urge everyone to speak up and tell us 
what they need and want. There are many ways for 
people to get involved.

Keeping Our Public Spaces 
Beautiful
In the summer of 2017 
Enbridge Gas installed 
a large above-ground 
utility box immediately 
adjacent to the sidewalk 
in Jay Macpherson Green. 
ABCRA took decisive 
action to work with 
Councillor Wong-Tam, 
City Transportation Services, and Enbridge Gas to 
get the installation moved to a more unobtrusive 
spot in the southeast corner of the park. This 
requires an Official Plan Amendment, deferred to 
post-election. ABCRA will continue to ensure the 
city and Enbridge follow through on the move.

Our Parks Undergo Major 
Renovations
Phase 1 of the Ramsden Park revitalization is 
complete, including an updated playground with 
a wading pool/splash pad, new tennis courts, and 
dog off-leash area, and a renovated Roxborough 
entrance. Upgrades to the Yonge Street entrance 
are underway and will feature new gathering 
spaces and seating areas, a new multi-use court, 
and upgrades to landscaping and the main 
promenade pathway. ABCRA has been instrumental 
in ensuring that resident concerns regarding issues 
such as excessive park lighting are addressed and 
that improperly planted landscaping is replaced. 

Did You Know?
The Davenport Trail, an ancient route that 
ran between the Humber and Don Rivers and 
was used by Indigenous hunters, fishers and 
traders, runs through our neighbourhood. The 
path followed the shoreline of Lake Iroquois, 
a 13,500-year-old glacial lake, and allowed for 
the connection of trade routes between the 
Great Lakes and the Atlantic coast. Today, 
Davenport Road continues to be at the heart 
of commercial activity in our community.
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We also continue to advocate for proper drainage 
systems in flood-prone areas of the park. 

ABCRA was proud to organize and sponsor the park 
celebrations at Ramsden Park on June 23.

Since 1994 ABCRA has been in discussions with 
the city and the TDSB to upgrade the 1.2 hectares 
at Jesse Ketchum Park, at Bay and Davenport. In 
the summer of 2018 work finally began to create a 
larger, more inviting green space that will include 
enhanced landscaping and inviting seating areas.

Neighbourhood 
Safety
Community Safety Zones 
are stretches of roadway 
near schools, parks, day-
care centres, hospitals, 
and seniors’ residences 
where public safety 
is of concern. ABCRA 
worked diligently with 
other neighbourhood 
associations and area 
city councillors to designate Avenue Road from St. 
Clair to Bloor Streets as a Community Safety Zone. 
Doubled fines in this zone and speed cameras will 
be implemented soon to ensure pedestrian safety.

Investing in Our Community
ABCRA supports neighbourhood non-profit 
organizations through direct donations from our 
Community Fund as well as encouraging developers 

to fund community projects. Over the years we 
have continued to support Belmont House, the 
Heliconian Club, the 
Toronto Jazz Festival, 
and the Church of the 
Redeemer homeless 
outreach program.

Funds are also used to 
step in where the city is 
not able to, on projects 
such as landscaping 
at Bay and Davenport, 
conducting park cleanups and paying for park and 
area maintenance. Through our operating account 
we hire and pay for planning and architecture 
professionals to provide expert opinions on 
developments that are inappropriate for the 
community and that we oppose at the OMB. ABCRA 
has participated in over eighteen OMB hearings.

For more information on these and other 
interesting projects, visit www.abcra.ca.

Get Involved in Your 
Community!
There are many ways to get involved in community 
activities. The easiest way is to become a member 
of ABCRA by going to our website. You can also 
join one of ABCRA’s committees to work on specific 
projects such as the Noise Coalition, Community 
Safety Zones, and many more. We are always 
looking for street representatives to speak for 
the interests and concerns of a specific street. Or, 
if there is anything that concerns you about what 
is happening in the community, write to your city 
councillor about ways to improve what you see 
around you and attend public meetings to express 
your opinion. It’s easy to stay informed about City 
issues by visiting www.abcra.ca often.

Did You Know?
Jay Macpherson Green is named for Jean 
“Jay” Macpherson (1931–2012), an award-
winning poet and scholar who lived in our 
neighbourhood for 40 years and was an active 
member of ABCRA.



AGM: October 11, 6:30–9:00 pm
Join your neighbours at the 2018 61st ABCRA Annual General Meeting on Thursday, October 11, at the 
Church of the Redeemer, 162 Bloor Street West.

Learn about your neighbourhood association and come and hear from candidates running for city  
council in our ward.

Doors open at 6:30 pm and the meeting will start at 7:00 pm. Refreshments will be served.

Registered members can vote at the AGM if they 
live within the ABC boundaries (Avenue Road to 
the west, Yonge Street to the east, Bloor Street 
to the south, and the CPR tracks to the north).

Online registration: www.abcra.ca 
Info: whfstevenson1@sympatico.ca or abcra.ca

The Church of the Redeemer’s Drop-In Program 
is open Monday–Friday, 8:00–11:45 am, and offers 
a welcome and safe place for people in our 
neighbourhood who may be struggling, homeless, 
or in need of a meal.

They’re always looking for volunteers who 
can commit time one morning per week, and 
donations are also always welcome.

https://theredeemer.ca/get-involved/
drop-in-program-how-to-help/

Upcoming Elections
Elections will be held on October 22 to elect a 
mayor and city councillors. Voting stations will be at 
the following locations (subject to change):

Church of the Messiah 240 Avenue Rd.

Ramsden Place Apartments 50 Hillsboro Ave.

Hazelton Place 111 Avenue Rd.

Residences of Yorkville 155 Yorkville Ave.

18 Yorkville 18 Yorkville Ave.

Jesse Ketchum Public School 61 Davenport Rd.

Belmont House  55 Belmont St.

McMurrich Place 18 Davenport Rd.

Davenhill Senior Living 877 Yonge St.

For more information, visit http://app.toronto.ca/
vote/campaign.do.

Thank yous
A special thanks to Barb Moore, ABCRA’s volunteer 
webmaster. Check out www.abcra.ca for more 
information on the work we do and how to get in 
touch.

We would also like to thank Councillor Kristyn 
Wong-Tam for her dedication and commitment 
to our neighbourhood over the past eight years. 
Councillor Wong-Tam has worked tirelessly on 
behalf of her constituents to improve community 
services, create safer neighbourhoods, and 
advocate for heritage preservation and appropriate 
development. We wish her much success in the 
upcoming election. If you’d like to volunteer or 
contribute to her campaign to keep her working 
for the City, get in touch with her office at https://
www.kristynwongtam.ca/.
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