The Woman’s Club of Palo Alto
November 2015 Newsletter

A Note From the President
Dear Members,
We are approaching the Holiday Season. You will
see new ways at the Woman’s Club to celebrate our
friendships, and to give cheer to others.

Wednesday, November 18th
Luncheon
PROGRAM:

MILLENNIALS ARE OUR FUTURE:
BUILDING CIVIC ENGAGEMENT IN THE
NEXT GENERATION,
A TALK BY

MEGAN SWEZEY FOGARTY,
DEPUTY EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF
STANFORD’S
HAAS CENTER FOR PUBLIC SERVICE
11:00 Doors open for visiting
11:45 President’s Welcome by Carol Lippert
followed by club business

Please mark your calendars now for our Holiday
Party, which will be Friday evening, December 11.
Our only promise is that it will be more fun than
ever, especially if you like music, good food, and a
beautiful venue.
I dropped in at a meeting of our new members this
past week. What a group! Ladies, if you haven’t
introduced yourself to a new member, look for the
“New Member” badges at the next luncheon and say
hi. I am so pleased that they are joining us, and you
will be too. They are planning an event for all of us,
and I know you will enjoy it.
Our Finance Committee this month has focused on
expenditures. Committee chair Wynne Furth has
agreed to present their findings at the November
luncheon. Be prepared for another chapter in our
quest for financial stability.
Our informal polls continue to give us food for
thought, and you will see this reflected in our
upcoming luncheons and events.
Coffee Mornings!! Tuesday, November 3, is our first.
Come and engage your friends. I’ll be there too. If
you have some thoughts or want to open the house
one day, talk to Joanne Jones.
See you soon.
Carol

Liz Kniss introduces
Megan Swezey Fogarty

12:25 (ish) Lunch is served

THANKS TO THIS MONTH’S LUNCHEON CO-CHAIRS
GLORIA HOM AND NANCY MACLEOD
To reserve for a guest or to order a vegetarian meal, contact either Gloria or Nancy
LUNCHEON is offered at $10.00 for members, $15.00 for guests.
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November Luncheon Collection
Full/Queen Sheet Sets; New Bed Pillows; Blankets (all sizes; new or gently used)
for donation to Haven Family House AND Individually wrapped Holiday Candies/
Cookies for Vets and Active Duty Military

Woman’s Club in the Community
Our Nov. 18 luncheon collection will be for families at Haven Family House in Menlo Park and for
veterans and active-duty military.
Please bring full/queen sheet sets; new bed pillows; and blankets (all sizes; new or gently used) for the
families and individually wrapped holiday candies and cookies for the vets and active-duty military.
On Monday Nov 30th, we will get together at the clubhouse from 10 a.m. to noon to sign holiday
cards and stuff goody bags for our vets and active-duty military. We’ll also spread some holiday cheer
ourselves, with coffee and cookies.
Thank you for your contributions so far! In September we collected more than 275 books with an
in-kind value of $2040 for donation to the non-profit 10 Books A Home. In October we collected nonperishable food with an in-kind value of $2065 for the All Saints Food Bank.

The Holiday Outreach activity Card Signing and Goody Bag Assembly for Veterans and
Active Duty Military will be held on:
Mon., Nov. 30, 10-noon, at the Clubhouse
For information, contact Eileen Brooks. Thank you all for caring about your community!
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Introducing our new members
This newsletter brings the second instalment of a three-month series of brief bios of new
members, presented alphabetically. We will get through the list of all 19 new members by
December.

Sally Keyes
I am very excited about being a member of the Class of 2015
for the Palo Alto Woman’s Club. My professional career has
been as a classroom math teacher, math coach, and Director of
Professional Development for teachers and administrators. I
look forward to continuing to be involved in educational issues
and community outreach events such as those sponsored by
the Woman’s Club. As I reduce my workload, I am so ready
to enjoy knitting, playing bridge, going on walks, and having
the time to read more. I look forward to meeting and joining
with other members of the Club in pursuing these delightful
interests.

Jean MacDonell
I am a retired middle school teacher and world traveller. (Not
yet to Antarctica!) I am married with one daughter, 2 stepsons, 4
grandchildren, many siblings and greatly enjoy time spent with
family and friends. I live an active lifestyle -- hiking, biking, skiing,
yoga, and non-impact-aerobic dance/exercise. On the quiet side, I
enjoy reading newspapers, the New Yorker, and historical novels
and mysteries. I am interested in and support PBS, politics and
causes related to the environment, education and issues related to
women and children.

Lynn Martin
My husband’s job brought us to Palo Alto two years ago after
living in Dallas, Texas for 25 years. He is a corporate lawyer with
Baker Botts and is the partner-in-charge of the Palo Alto office.
We have three adult children. Our oldest son is in his 4th year of
medical school in Dallas, our middle son works for a litigation
consulting firm here in the Bay area, and our daughter is working
at Mass General in Boston as a research assistant. I am a retired
RN. Before our move here I worked as a school nurse for a public
school district in Dallas. I enjoy volunteering, travel, reading and
hiking.
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Stephanie Martinson
I am a speech pathologist working at the Palo Alto Veterans
Affairs Hospital for the past 11 years, and am also the founder and
president of a local nonprofit known as Racing Hearts. I was a part
of Leadership Palo Alto 2014 and love anything to do with nature
(trail running, hiking, etc.). I am also a wife and mother of two
children who attend Paly and the Girls Middle School.

Terry McMahon
For the past 20 years, I taught art in the Menlo Park School District,
including a special elective, “Mural Design,” in which docents and
students painted murals on the walls of Hillview School. A past
highlight for me was taking 25 middle school students to China to
create a mural in a downtown Beijing park. My interests include
travel, painting, drawing, ceramics, decorating, and collecting folk
art from around the world.

Louise B. Rising
I am the mother of two sons! Also, because of my strong interest
in music, I have co-authored a music/activity program for
Alzheimer’s patients called, “Mind Your Moves.” My community
involvement has been wide over the years, and includes the Allied
Arts Guild, Peninsula Volunteers, Music for Minors, Bay Windows
for Family Service, and the Palo Alto Library. My hobbies are
piano, guitar, golf, biking, reading, continuing education classes
at Stanford, and classes in NLP (neuro-linguistic programming)
and life coaching. Oh yeah -- and walking!!
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Clubhouse Receives Historical Recognition
For almost a quarter century, the Woman’s Club has considered getting our Clubhouse listed on the
National Register of Historic Places. In December of 2014, two members, an archivist and a history major,
spurred to action by the fact that our building will celebrate its 100th birthday in 2016, bit the proverbial
bullet. Unaware that the National Register application is more onerous than 10 tax returns, we began
the process of writing the history of the building from 1916 to 1966 (a period of teas, fashion shows and
World Wars) and of proving that Charles Edward Hodges was a local “master” architect (no small feat
given that he was erroneously blamed for the 1906 collapse of some Stanford buildings). In addition to
maps showing the geographical location of 475 Homer Avenue, there were requirements for professional
architectural descriptions and photographs of the interior and exterior of the building. Family members
were enlisted. We were then interviewed by Palo Alto’s Historic Resources Board and the City Council.
The final step was a trip to Sacramento, where the California Office of Historic Preservation approved
the application and forwarded it to Washington, D.C. The Clubhouse was formally listed on the National
Register of Historic Places on January 7, 2015.

This project was a perfect application of the Woman’s Club motto: “Friendship, Self-Improvement, and
Community Involvement.” Two women who had been strangers to each other became friends. Selfimprovement was evidenced by improved skills in writing, organization and patience. Contributing to
the local, state and national repository of treasured historic places provided community involvement.
Most importantly, submitting the application allowed us to showcase our building and the activities of its
members in the proud history of Woman’s Clubs.
Take a look at the plaque hanging demurely on the wall of the front porch and thank you all for giving
us this opportunity to celebrate our Clubhouse’s 100 years of existence.
Margaret R. Feuer and Marilyn McDonald
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History Corner
1976 Convention Theme: “Shining Stars of Service”
In 1976, our club sponsored the 20th Annual Convention of Woman’s Clubs in the Loma Prieta
District, a two-day meeting at the Cabana Hyatt Hotel. Seventeen club presidents made brief
reports of activities and status, including two clubs in San Jose and two in Palo Alto. Twenty-five
topics were reported on and discussed, among them environmental awareness, California history,
libraries, student aid, youth and gerontology, alcoholism and drug abuse, status of women, crafts
and sewing and veterans services.
It is not surprising that women went by their husbands’ names in the 1890s and early 1900s, but
this was still the case in minutes of the 1976 convention. Mrs. Earl Jackson reported on the Palo Alto
Club; Miss Frances C. Payne reported on the South Palo Alto Woman’s Club. Boots Gould, who
recently donated to our history committee the program I am writing about, told me she had been
a member of the South Palo Alto group before they sold their building on Middlefield Road and
discontinued that club. That experience may have made Boots a staunch supporter of preserving
our clubhouse, a joy to all of us as we approach in 2016 the centennial year of its construction.
Jeanne McDonnell

May you live in interesting times . .
A Report from the Finance Committee
Following the presentation about the Club’s revenues and the recommendation made by Revenue
Balancing Committee at the September luncheon, the Finance Committee is reviewing several key
questions raised by members about the proposed dues increase.
Financial questions being explored include:
•
Is the Club spending too much?
•
Do we manage our expenses and seek to avoid waste?
•
Do we have enough in reserve funds / are our reserve funds too large?
•
Do we have enough operating cash in hand?
•
Should we be paying contractors such as a book keeper and rentals manager to do work that
club members can do?
•
Have we planned well enough financially for the future?
When the review of these and other questions relating to the Club’s finances is complete, the results
of the Finance Committee’s work will be presented to the Board for their consideration.
Based on the By-Laws, before members are asked to consider any proposed dues increase, there will
be notification in the newsletter and a required vote will take place at a monthly luncheon.
Stay tuned! There will be more coming in the next newsletter.

A Safer, More Welcoming Clubhouse
The following account of activities related to the club’s access plan under the Americans with Disabilities
Act was approved by the board Oct. 7.
Kudos to the members and board for accomplishing a significant part of the Club’s adopted Americans
with Disabilities Access Plan, installation of the access ramp on the west side of the house. The project
was on time, within budget and compliant with our Grand Old Lady’s historic façade. Not a small feat.
The ADA project began with the purchase of new property insurance in 2012 that advised the board to
make certain safety upgrades to the house, some of which could not be accomplished without adoption
of a state-mandated ADA access plan.
Member Marlene Prendergast worked with the board to create a ten-year ADA access plan for the
Clubhouse, which was adopted March 6, 2013.
Compliant accessible entry into the clubhouse was a key ADA issue since the ramp at the front of the
house is deteriorating and does not meet current ADA design requirements. The appropriate location for
the new ramp was much debated.
Important considerations were preserving the
original front porch entry and doors to the
house, protecting newly designed and installed
landscaping at the front and east side of the
house, meeting the desire of members to have
an outdoor terrace to support events, retaining a
secure bicycle parking area, and providing ramp
users with an entry equal in amenity to the front
door.
Given the age of the house and the code
exceptions allowed for providing access to
historic structures, the board determined an
architect with experience with historic structures
was needed to prepare the design and work out construction details with the City. After seeking
professionals, the Board selected Lee Lippert AIA based on his extensive experience with renovations of
local historic structures including
providing ADA access to them. Before contracting with him, because Lee is related to a club member, the
board took special action to address and resolve any potential conflict-of-interest concerns.
Board member Carol Lippert was selected in 2013 by the board as volunteer project construction manager
to oversee completion of the two major projects initiated in 2013. The first, to improve fire safety, was
the rewiring of the house to remove the classic knob-and-tube wiring (completed in 2013). The second
was to oversee the construction of the ADA access ramp (completed in 2015). The Club allocated $84,700
for these two projects. Both projects were completed under budget and have received final inspection
approval by the City of Palo Alto.
The final element of the ADA ramp project is the landscaping for the west side yard. To celebrate the
clubhouse’s 100th year, transforming the side yard to create an outdoor terrace space is a House and
Ground Committee priority for FY15-16.
None of this could have been accomplished without the volunteer hours, fund-raising and direct financial
contributions of many members of the club who share the vision of the clubhouse as a place of their own.
Thank you each and every one!

Book Group
Rentals Revenue Goal for FY 15-16
$54,000
$40,840
November + $7,732

YTD October $33,108

The Book Group continues
its reading of Pulitzer Prize
winners with our meeting
on Tuesday, Nov, 24 at 7:15
p.m. in the board room of
the Clubhouse. Donna Smith
will lead our discussion of
“Growing Up” by Russell
Baker.
In December we
will move our meeting
up to Tuesday, December
15th and discuss “Martin
Dressler: The Tale of an
American Dreamer” by Steve
Millhausser.

Museum Fridays - Get on the Bus!
We are taking reservations for our 2016 Museum Fridays trips, which will run from January through May.
Here’s the schedule:
Jan. 8
- Asian Art Museum: Looking East: How Japan Inspired Monet, Van Gogh, and Other Western
Artists
Feb. 12 - The Anderson Collection at Stanford (no bus)
March 11 - Mystery Trip! (but probably Pier 24 Photography Gallery in San Francisco)
April 8 - DeYoung Museum - Oscar de la Renta retrospective fashion exhibit
May TBD - SFMOMA opens May 14, so we might change the May museum date or switch the destination.
Stay tuned.
The bus fee per trip is $28. Museum admission, docent fees and lunches are additional. For more information
contact Eileen Brooks.
Our November and December outings are sold out, but we have a wait list and there often are last-minute
cancelations. So get on the list!
Nov. 13 - DeYoung Museum - Art from the 1915 Pan-Pacific Exposition
Dec. 11 – Docent-led tour of San Francisco City Hall and lunch at Restaurant LuLu
To get on the wait list, contact Donna Bohling.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Would you like to comment on any of the stories presented in the newsletter? If so send your comments to
the editor & they will be considered for publication. Please keep your submssions to between 150 & 200
words. We look forward to seeing member comments on our newsletter.

Get Involved in our Centennial Celebration!
Calling all budding thespians and entertainers! If you’ve ever dreamed of being on the stage, now is your
chance! The WC Follies debuts on Wednesday, March 16. We will be hosting auditions for models, actresses
and musicians on Thursday, Jan. 21 and Monday, Jan. 25, from 11am to 1pm at the WC clubhouse.
To book your audition, please contact Jeanne Aufmuth at jeanne@aufmuth.com, Sandra Pearson at
pearsonsandra0@gmail.com, or Susie Richardson at susiebmc@gmail.com.

Cine Circle
Dear Fellow Movie lovers,
The October movie, “The Martian” was
the top box office hit and acclaimed by fans
and critics . Tackling a long held dream, the
movie explored the challenges of visiting
and possibly living on another planet.
For the most part it was scientifically
accurate, and took an extremely optimistic
and shows the way that thoughtful, well
educated, people can cooperate.
For the November movie, we have selected
“Bridge of Spies” which is playing at both
the Century 16 in Mountain View, and
Century 20 in Redwood City. We will
pivot backwards in time, and delve into a
Spy thriller from Cold War history.

PAWC US Courthouse Tour
- San Francisco

The Cine Circle discussion group will be
on Wednesday, November 11 at 7:00PM –
8:30PM at the Clubhouse.
If you plan to attend, RSVP to Nancy Wong
(nancywong8@gmail.com)
Or to Shannon Griscom (griscom1@aol.
com)
We look forward to seeing you, and a
thoughtful conversation.
Nancy and Shannon
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Philanthropy Committee Seeks Nominations
Philanthropy Committee seeks nominations by Jan. 15
If you know of a worthy nonprofit organization that serves the local community in the areas of
education, social services, libraries or women and children, consider recommending the group to
the club’s Philanthropy Committee. Nominations are due by Jan. 15, 2016.
Philanthropy was a cornerstone of the Woman’s Club when it was founded a century ago. Over
the past 100 years, the club has focused on areas such as schools (even founding a school), the
establishment of the first library, the purchase and care of trees, helping military members and
their families with a focus on the VA Hospital, helping victims of disasters, supporting women
in non-traditional roles, and sponsoring music at the club.
Today the Philanthropy Committee continues the club’s historical commitment to community
work by contributing funding to nonprofit organizations that serve our membership area on
the mid-Peninsula, primarily focusing on education, libraries, and programs that serve women
and children. Only organizations recommended by club members are considered; unsolicited
proposals are not accepted.
If you would like to nominate an organization, submit a copy of the grant nomination form
below. The form also can be found on the club’s website or by emailing Rezvan Moghaddam at
rezvanrm@yahoo.com or Jackie Schoelerman at jackie@schoelerman.com.
The committee members plan site visits during the selection process and present a report of their
findings to the committee for review and consideration. The committee finalizes its selections
by end of March and submits its recommendations for funding to the board for approval at the
April board meeting. Recipients will have the opportunity to speak at the club luncheon in May
when they receive their grant.
In addition to the criteria indicated above, the Philanthropy Committee considers the following:
Organizations should have a 501(c)3 nonprofit status and offer a direct service program.
Small non-profit organizations are primarily considered for funding while programs sponsored
by larger local organizations can be nominated too. Smaller budget organizations, where our
contribution can make a difference, will have priority in the selection process. Fundraising events,
political or religious activities, deficit funding or cash reserves, for-profit schools, or fundamental
or applied research projects will not be considered for grants. Groups who received funding for
us in the past two years will not be considered. Organizations under consideration will be asked
to provide information, including program descriptions and operating budgets.

Philanthropy Committee Nomination Form -- Due by Jan. 15, 2016
Each year the Philanthropy Committee, using funds raised by the membership and allocated by
the Woman’s Club board, gives grants to three or more community organizations. The committee focuses on social services agencies, education, libraries and programs that primarily serve
women and children.
The organizations that received grants from Woman’s Club of Palo Alto in 2014 and 2015 will
not be considered for a grant in 2016. Here is the list of grantees for the last two years: Foundation for a College Education, New Voices for Youth, Palo Alto Art Center Foundation’s Cultural
Kaleidoscope, Pursuit of Excellence, Racing Hearts, Women SV, Able Works, Adolescent Counseling Services, Daybreak - a program of Star Vista, Foothill - De Anza Foundation, Sequoia
Adult School Scholars, and StreetCode Academy/Live in Peace.
The Philanthropy Committee invites our fellow club members to plan to submit an application on
behalf of YOUR favorite LOCAL non-profit organization (Palo Alto, East Palo Alto, Los Altos, East
Menlo Park, Mountain View, Redwood City) to be considered for a grant from the Woman’s Club.
The organization must be a 501(c)3 organization. Please make sure the organization’s brochure,
annual report (if available), and/or newsletter are included when you submit this form.
ORGANIZATION NAME:
CONTACT NAME AT THE ORGANIZATION:
CONTACT PHONE#:

EMAIL:

ORGANIZATION WEB SITE:
CLUB MEMBER NAME NOMINATING THIS ORGANIZATION:
ARE YOU INVOLVED WITH THIS ORGANIZATION (volunteering, serving on the board etc.)
YES NO
ORGANIZATION MISSION AND A SHORT DESCRIPTION OF ITS PROGRAMS:
DEADLINE TO SUBMIT NOMINATIONS FOR GRANTS is January 15, 2016
Submitting the nomination for consideration is EASY:
Complete the form and mail along with the supporting materials to: Woman’s Club of Palo Alto,
475 Homer Avenue, Palo Alto, CA 94301, Attention: Jackie Schoelerman, Rezvan Moghaddam Philanthropy Committee Co-Chairs

NOVEMBER CALENDAR
& A BIT OF DECEMBER TOO!
Tuesday 3rd November: Drop in Coffee Morning at the clubhouse. Come along & see where this
goes!
Tuesday, Nov. 10: Townie Bikers will meet next to the California Avenue Caltrain Station (on the
west side of the tracks). They’ll pedal into Los Altos with a few stops at points of historical interest,
and have lunch in Los Altos. For information contact Shannon McEntee.
Tuesday, Nov. 10: Drop-in Evening Social from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m at the Clubhouse. Contact Celiene
O’Hara.
Wednesday, Nov. 11: Volunteering at Haven Family House in Menlo Park from 9:45 a.m. to noon.
Contact Anne Ercolani.
Wednesday, Nov. 11: Cine Circle will discuss “Bridge of Spies” from 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at the
Clubhouse. If you plan to attend, RSVP to Nancy Wong or Shannon Griscom.

Wednesday, Nov. 18: Monthly Luncheon: “Millenials Are Our Future: Building Civic Engagement
in the Next Generation,” a talk by Megan Swezey Fogarty, Deputy Executive Director of Stanford’s
Haas Center for Public Service. BRING: Full/Queen Sheet Sets; New Bed Pillows; Blankets (all sizes;
new or gently used) for donation to Haven Family House AND Individually wrapped Holiday Candies/Cookies for Vets and Active Duty Military
Wednesday, Nov. 18: Community Outreach Committee monthly planning meeting immediately
after monthly luncheon at Clubhouse.
Tuesday, Nov. 24: Book Group will meet at 7:15 p.m. at the Clubhouse to discuss “Growing Up”
by Russell Baker. Contact Anne Ercolani.
Tuesday, Dec. 1: Holiday volunteer opportunity sponsored by Community Outreach Committee. Gather at the Clubhouse from 10 a.m. to noon to sign holiday cards and stuff goody bags for
veterans and active-duty military. Coffee and cookies provided. Contact Eileen Brooks.
Friday, Dec. 11: Woman’s Club Holiday Party, an evening event at the Clubhouse. Details to
come. Mark your calendars.
Wednesday, Dec. 16: Monthly Luncheon. Vocalist and club member Edith Zitelli will discuss the
history of the 100-year-old Fortnightly Music Club, which was started by a group of local women.
Two musicians will perform.
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