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The Woman’s Club of Palo Alto
April 2016 Newsletter

A Note From the President
Dear Members,
The Centennial celebrations continue. Our April
luncheon will take the form of a tea party -- the old
fashioned kind! If you want to join in the fun, dress
accordingly. Also, talk to Pat Davis if you have some
fancy teacups you would like to bring to use at your
table.
We need you! If you have joined within the last five
years please talk to Joanne Jones or Carolyn Pierce.
We’re looking to celebrate those classes that preceded
Lolly Osborne’s great “classes” and mentor programs. You missed out then, but now maybe we can create
an event, and meetings, if you are interested. We will work on this for all membership years as the season
rolls on.
If you are a relatively new member and have a background in project management, please call me! We
will be working on crafting upcoming capital projects.
Would you like to create a theater event at the club? After the wonderful flapper fun, a few people asked
-- and we think that would be great! Contact Margo Ogus or me.
Cheers -- and see you at tea!
Warmly,
Carol

Wednesday, April 20th
“Tea Party, Tea Roses, Music and You”
Put on that spring dress, don a hat and maybe even wear those white gloves
when you join us for the April 20 luncheon. The focus is on flowers, tea and
music, a combination that our foremothers enjoyed. Joan Sanders, president
of the Garden Club of Palo Alto, will put together a bouquet and talk
about how she creates a floral arrangement.

11:00 am

-

Doors Open for mingling

11:40 am

-

Meeting called to Order

11:45 am

-

High Tea is Served
Followed by
Pat Davies introducing:

Joan Sanders

President of the Garden Club of Palo Alto
Flower Arranging Demonstration
Special thanks to April luncheon co-chairs Pat Davis and Nancy Wong!
To reserve for a guest contact Pat (patd2120@comcast.net) or Nancy (nancywong8@gmail.com).
or to order a vegetarian or gluten-free meal

APRIL 2016
Friday, April 1: The Knitting Group will meet from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. in the home of a volunteer hostess.
To participate, contact Ginnie Noh.
Thursday, April 7: Bridge Lessons available at 2:15 p.m. from Prue Saunders at the Clubhouse.
To participate, contact Nancy Bjork.
Tuesday, April 12: The Townie Bikers will meet at 11 a.m. at 1515 Cowper Street for a ride on the Stanford
campus followed by lunch on California Avenue. RSVP to Judith Steiner.
Tuesday, April 12: The Monthly Drop-In Social will be held from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. at the Clubhouse.
Contact Celiene O’Hara.
Wednesday, April 13: Outreach Committee will volunteer at Haven Family House in Menlo Park
from 9:45 a.m. to noon. Contact Anne Ercolani
Thursday, April 14: The Bridge Group will meet for practice at the home of a member.
Contact Nancy Bjork.
Thursday, April 14: The Mystery Book Club (temporarily full) will meet at the Clubhouse to discuss “Bill
Straight” by Jonathan Kellerman. Contact Deanna Dickman.
Friday, April 15: The Knitting Group will meet from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. in the home of a volunteer hostess. To
participate, contact Ginnie Noh.
Friday, April 15: The Museum Friday bus heads to the DeYoung Museum for the Oscar de la Renta exhibit.
Contact Donna Bohling, Eileen Brooks or Ginny Bechtold.
Tuesday, April 19: The Cine Circle will meet from 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at the Clubhouse to discuss
“Zootopia.” RSVP to Nancy Wong or Shannon Griscom.

Wednesday, April 20: The Monthly Luncheon theme is “Tea Party, Tea Roses, Music and You,”
featuring a talk by Palo Alto Garden Club President Pat Sanders. Doors open at 11 for mingling;
meeting will be called to order at 11:40. Outreach Collection is new or lightly used kitchenware
and bed/bath linens for aged-out foster youth.
Thursday, April 21: Bridge Lessons available at 2:15 p.m. from Prue Saunders at the Clubhouse.
Contact Nancy Bjork.
Tuesday, April 26: The Book Group will meet at 7:15 at the Clubhouse to discuss “Disturbing the Peace: A
Conversation with Karel Hvizdala” by Vaclav Havel. Contact Anne Ercolani.
Thursday, April 28: The Bridge Group will meet for practice at the home of a member.
Contact Nancy Bjork.
Wednesday, April 27: Outreach Committee will volunteer at Haven Family House in Menlo Park from 9:45
to noon. Contact Anne Ercolani
Wednesday, May 4: The Outreach Committee will hold its annual Mothers Day Dinner for the moms at
Haven Family House in Menlo Park. To help prep or serve, contact Lolly Osborne.
Sunday, May 15: PAST Heritage will present a plaque to the Woman’s Club of Palo Alto honoring the 100th
anniversary of our Clubhouse. 2 p.m. in the ballroom of Lucie Stern Community Center.

Eileen Brooks

OUTREACH

Helping
foster
youth;
helping
homeless
families
Helping
foster
youth;
helping
homeless
families
Our April 20 luncheon collection will be for items to help foster youth who have aged out
of the system. These kids are setting up housekeeping with nothing – let’s give them a
hand! Please bring new or very gently used dish sets, matching glassware, silverware sets,
pots and pans, kitchen utensils, sheet sets (twin/double/queen) bath towels and mats.
Members of the Outreach Committee volunteer the second
and fourth Wednesday of each month at Haven Family House
in Menlo Park. We work sorting and stocking donations in
their housewares closet. Contact Anne Ercolani for more
information or to get involved.
We’re looking for people to help prepare and serve food at two upcoming special events at
Haven Family House. On Wednesday, May 4, from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. we’ll hold our annual
Mothers Day Dinner for the moms at Haven Family House. On Wednesday, June 8, from
4 p.m. to 6 p.m. we hold our annual Family Barbecue for the families at Haven Family
House. If you can help, please join us! Contact Lolly Osborne for more information.
– Eileen Brooks

Centennial Year
ROUNDING OUT OUR CENTENNIAL YEAR
In May, the club always celebrates the great work done by local philanthropic organizations by
presenting checks to those chosen by the Philanthropy Committee to be that year’s grantees.
That tradition continues at our May 18 luncheon with the addition of a speaker, Kim Meredith,
executive director of the Stanford Center on Philanthropy and Civil Society. Her topic is
“Connecting for Good: Philanthropy, Social Innovation and You!” which will clearly remind us
of what our foremothers did in the early years of the Woman’s Club. Please note the early start
time on May 18 (see article below).
On Wednesday, June 15, we’ll celebrate a rededication of our Clubhouse and a look at 100 years
at 475 Homer Avenue. The Clubhouse is clearly a jewel, and we can all take pride in the work
we’ve done to maintain our beautiful historic building. Anthea Hartig, Executive Director
and CEO of the California Historical Society, will talk to us about “Pride in Preservation.” Ms.
Hartig was formerly executive director of the San Francisco office of the National Trust, and our
building is listed on the registry of the National Trust of Historic Places. We will also receive a
plaque from PAST Heritage to recognize our clubhouse’s 100 years.
On Thursday, June 16, we’ll open our doors to the public for a Centennial celebration. We’ll offer
tours, women in costume, displays in the ballroom, a proclamation by the mayor, a short talk on
the importance of our building and cake and lemonade to mark our building’s 100th birthday.
4 p.m. to 7 p.m.
The committee planning the June events is made up of five club women who were PAST Heritage
docents, back in the day. They include two former mayors -- Gail Woolley and Karen Holman
-- as well as Carolyn Pierce, Caroline Willis, and myself. – Sue Krumbein
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AND NOW, FROM THE WOMAN’S CLUB CLASS OF 2015 . . .
Come kick up your heels with
the Class of 2015 on Tuesday,
May 3 from 6-8PM at the
Woman’s Club. Join us for a
true Argentinian experience
with an Argentinian family
style dinner, no host bar
with Malbec and Pisco Sour
Clasicos, Tango music, and
the opportunity to learn a
few basic Argentinian Tango
dance steps from two of our
very own members. This is
an evening not to be missed!

A plaque from PAST
It’s official. We received a letter from PAST Heritage, indicating that we will
receive a 1916 brass plaque for the clubhouse. The plaque will be presented to us
(and others whose buildings/homes were built in 1916) on Sunday, May 15, at 2
p.m. in the Ballroom of the Lucie Stern Center. Please consider joining your fellow
Woman’s Club members at Lucie Stern that day for this special celebration
– Sue Krumbein

HISTORY CORNER
All things botanical
A notable hallmark of the Woman’s
Club has been an enduring support
for all things botanical. To beautify
what was once a small tawny
borough, founding members planted
street trees and watered them from
huge buckets carried by horse-dawn
wagons (1909). They also fought the good fight against the insidious stands of poison oak. Over the
decades, enthusiasm has also been constant for causes such as the John Muir Trail, Save the Oaks,
Save the Azaleas, Save the Tahoe Redwoods, etc. In 1924, the American Tree Association officially
complimented the club on the number of trees it had planted in the newly formed Rinconada Park.
We have also sponsored floral shows, sustained strong ties with the Garden Club, ridden flowery
floats in the May Day parade, and even assisted in the San Jose Rose Carnival.
Not a few of our early members were also activists in the Palo Alto Political Equality Club, whose
main thrust was women’s suffrage. These women frequently fronted their activity through tree and
garden related activities. Among them, notable founding Woman’s Club member and suffragist
Alice Locke Park was author of the 1909 California Bird and Arbor Day Act. In 1905, the group
published A Plea for Preservation of the Flowers accompanied by a personal commendation from
Luther Burbank. A line from the pamphlet reads, “Let us line our streets, not with gold, but with
those still more desirable gifts of God - - blossoms and trees.”
More recently, Margaret Feuer transformed a tired club frontage with azaleas and roses, and Mary
McCullough added more plantings. These ladies were succeeded by Caroline Willis and Grace
Hinton, who transformed our garden with natural-style plantings that complement the clubhouse
architecture. Japanese garden touches were also included. Thanks to these women and many other
hard workers, we enjoy the beautiful garden we see today. – Carolyn Pierce

Disturbing the peace
The Book Group will discuss Vaclav Havel’s “Disturbing the
Peace: A Conversation with Karel Hvizdala” on Tuesday,
April 26th, 7:15 pm at the Clubhouse. We will also discuss a
theme for the fall book series at that meeting, so bring your
ideas (and possibly book suggestions on the topic). New
readers welcome!
-- Anne Ercolani

Get on the bus!
Oscar de la Renta and SFMOMA
Only four seats are left on the April 15 bus to the DeYoung to see the Oscar de
la Renta exhibit. Museum Fridays has no trip scheduled for May. There’s one
seat left on the June 8 bus to SFMOMA, set to reopen May 14. Contact Donna
Bohling, Eileen Brooks or Ginny Bechtold.

Mark your calendars -- May luncheon
program will start early
Please note that our lunch will be served
early – at 11:30 – on May 18 to make
time for an extra-long program. The
Philanthropy Committee has selected
six local nonprofits to receive our
grants that day. Grantees will receive
their checks, and we’ll also learn more
about philanthropy from Kim Meredith,
executive director of the Stanford Center
on Philanthropy and Civil Society. The
progam will end about 1:30. -- Jackie
Schoelerman and Rezvan Moghaddam,
Philanthropy Co-Chairs

May History Walk in San Francisco
Join us for the May History Walk and you
will walk this San Francisco stairway!
Meet at 9 a.m. at Sue Krumbein’s home
(2371 Bryant Street) to carpool. Wear
sturdy walking shoes. Bring water, lunch
and $5 for the driver. – Lolly Osborne

Townie Bikers roll along
All riders are welcome for April’s easy, practically-no-traffic ride. Gather Tuesday,
April 12, at 11 a.m. at Judith Steiner’s house, 1515 Cowper, for a ride on the Stanford
campus and lunch on California Avenue. Please RSVP to Judith. The date has been
changed for Townie Bikers’ May ride – it will be on Tuesday, May 3.

Get to know your board
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Lisa Sten
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Joan Zwiep
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Where in the world do we go?

Lets see how many different countries members of the Woman’s Club visit each year. If you have
been somewhere interesting this year send your destination to: joanne.jones.usa@gmail.com

Australia - Perth, Uluru, Adelaide, Melbourne, Port Douglas, Kangaroo Island - Linda A May‘15
Adele S
New Zealand - Adele S Jan ‘15
Burma- SF Jan ‘16, JZ Jan ‘16
Patagonia - JS Jan ‘16
Cuba - Donna M Sept ‘15
Thailand- JZ Jan ‘16
France - Adele ‘15
Vietnam - JZ Jan ‘16
Guatemala - Lolly O Jan’16
USA - Hawaii - Adele ‘16
Israel- Donna M Apr ‘15
Jordan-Donna M Apr ‘15
Laos - JZ Dec ‘16
Mexico - Cabo San Lucas - Cathy K

Do you have an opinion? Send your comments to:
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Would you like to comment on any of the stories presented in the newsletter? If so send your comments to
the editor & they will be considered for publication. Please keep your submssions to between 150 & 200
words. We look forward to seeing member comments on our newsletter.
christinakenrick@gmail.com

