The Woman’s Club of Palo Alto
June 2016 Newsletter

A Note From the President
Last message ‘til September
The Club goes quiet in June, and it’s
a time for those wonderful women
who like to care for our building to do all those
things we can do in a quiet time -- take inventory,
organize storage areas, evaluate items that may need
replacement.
On the board, we are welcoming new ideas. We have
six new members -- women with different opinions, some with years of service to the Club and to the
community. With their help, we will take inventory, organize, and revise goals and programs for the
upcoming year.
Over the summer, we will meet and plan the year: the work to do on the building, new programs, the
luncheons, interest groups, and outreach goals. We invite you to join us as the various committees and
interest groups announce their schedules and goals at the first luncheon meeting in September. And
please remember that the suggestions box is sitting in the foyer next to the lamp. We read every message
and, when there’s a signature, we will call you back! Have a wonderful summer.
Warmly,
Carol

Outreach report: Dignity on Wheels
Our Outreach Committee has received an urgent request from the Dignity on Wheels mobile shower and
laundry unit. They now have two mobile trailers and stop at three different sites a day, serving 20 people
per site. They are in need of small bottles of drinking water, unisex white socks and unisex flip-flops.
Please bring some of these items to the June 15 luncheon.
The Outreach Committee will hold its last monthly meeting of the 2015-16 Woman’s Club
season on the fifth Wednesday in June -- Wednesday, June 29, from 4:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. at
the Clubhouse. We’ll assemble hygiene bags for Dignity on Wheels. We’ll also serve coffee,
wine and snacks, so please join us for an end-of-the-year celebration of service. You have
all contributed so much to the less fortunate in our community -- Eileen Brooks

Wednesday, June 15, Luncheon Program
11:00 a.m. –

Doors open for mingling

11:55 a.m. –

Meeting called to order with Pledge & Collect

12:00 noon – Luncheon served
12:15 p.m.. – Club business & announcements
12:20 p.m. -

Sue Krumbein introduces:

Anthea Hartig,
Executive Director and CEO of the California Historical Society,
who will discuss “Pride in Preservation.”

1:00 p.m -

Meeting adjourns
Special thanks to June luncheon co-chairs Carol Diamond
and Kathy McMahon! To reserve for a guest or to order a
vegetarian or gluten-free meal, contact Carol (diamcar@
gmail.com) or Kathy (kmcmahon675@gmail.com).

2016 WOMAN’S CLUB JUNE CALENDAR
Thursday, June 2: Bridge Lessons available at 2:15 p.m. from Prue Saunders at the Clubhouse.
To participate, contact Nancy Bjork.
Friday, June 3: The Knitting Group will meet from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. in the home of a volunteer hostess. To
participate, contact Ginnie Noh. Continues through the summer, first and third Friday of the month.
Wednesday, June 8: The Outreach Committee will sort donations at Haven Family House in Menlo Park,
9:45 a.m. to noon. Contact Anne Ercolani.
Wednesday, June 8: Woman’s Club members will prepare a meal for families at Haven Family House, 5
p.m. to 7 pm. Contact Lolly Osborne.
Thursday, June 9: The Bridge Group will meet for practice at the home of a member. Contact Nancy Bjork.
Thursday, June 9: Mystery Book Club will meet from 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at the Clubhouse to discuss “The
Hound of the Baskervilles” by Arthur Conan Doyle.
Tuesday, June 14: The Drop-in Tuesday Social Group will celebrate with a special end-of-year potluck from
5 p.m. to 7 p.m. All are welcome! Beverages and dessert will be provided. In lieu of the usual $5 charge,
please bring a favorite appetizer to share. Please RSVP to celiene.ohara@gmail.com.
Wednesday, June 15: Monthly Luncheon. Speaker Anthea Hartig, Executive Director and CEO of the
California Historical Society, will discuss “Pride in Preservation.” The Outreach Committee will collect
small bottles of water, unisex white socks and unisex flip-flops for Dignity on Wheels (mobile shower and
laundry)
Wednesday, June 15: Last day to pay dues for next year
Thursday, June 16: Thursday, May 5: Bridge Lessons available at 2:15 p.m. from Prue Saunders at the
Clubhouse. To participate, contact Nancy Bjork.
Thursday, June 16: Celebration and Rededication of the Clubhouse. Public event from 3:30 p.m. to 7 p.m.
with tours, women in costume, displays in the ballroom, a proclamation by the mayor, cake and lemonade.
Friday, June 17: The Knitting Group will meet from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. in the home of a volunteer hostess. To
participate, contact Ginnie Noh. Continues through the summer, first and third Friday of the month.
Wednesday, June 22: The Outreach Committee will sort donations at Haven Family House in Menlo Park,
9:45 a.m. to noon. Contact Anne Ercolani.
Thursday, June 23: The Bridge Group will meet for practice at the home of a member. Contact Nancy Bjork.
Tuesday, June 28: All members are invited to assist with kitchen cleanup. If you want to know where
things are kept this is the perfect opportunity. Everyone is welcome! Light lunch will be served and a fun
time will be had by all. Come join the excitement!
Tuesday, June 28: The Book Group will meet at 7:15 p.m. at the Clubhouse to discuss “Murder in
Amsterdam: Liberal Europe, Islam and the Limits of Tolerance” by Ian Buruma. Contact Anne Ercolani.
Wednesday, June 29: The Outreach Committee will meet from 4:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. at the Clubhouse to
celebrate its year of service to the community. Contact Eileen Brooks.

TANGO
NIGHT
Class of 2015

Next time the gents get to
come along too!

Tango Evening

Back-to-back Celebrations
This month, we conclude this year’s Centennial
celebrations with special back-to-back events!
Our June luncheon speaker is Anthea Hartig, Executive
Director and CEO of the California Historical Society,
who will discuss “Pride in Preservation.”
THE VERY NEXT DAY, Thursday, June 16, we celebrate
the rededication of our Clubhouse with a Centennial
event that’s open to the public.
Do you ever wonder what our foremothers’ lives were like, who they hung out with, where
they lived? If so, plan to join Carolyn Pierce and Caroline Willis on their “Historic Members”
Tours. They’ll walk you through the neighborhoods close to the clubhouse, sharing tidbits about
Woman’s Club members who lived nearby.
WHAT: “Historic Members” Tours
WHEN: Thursday, June 16, beginning at 3:30 p.m.
WHERE: At the Clubhouse
WHY: To learn more about the daily lives of club members in the 1920s, 30s, and 40s.
After the tour, join us for a rededication and celebration, from 5 to 7 p.m. A 6 p.m. program will include a proclamation read by the mayor, a presentation of the PAST plaque, and a talk about preservation in Palo Alto and the importance of our Clubhouse. Then we’ll feast on a birthday cake to
celebrate 100 years of our club being loved by like minded women! Don’t miss it! – Sue Krumbein

Special End-of-Year Social

Attention! The last Tuesday Social of the 2015-16 year, on June 14 from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m., will be a
potluck! All are welcome. Beverages and dessert will be provided. In lieu of the usual $5.00 charge,
please bring a favorite appetizer to share. Please RSVP to celiene.ohara@gmail.com.
Hope to see you there! – Celiene O’Hara

A special thank you to all our members who gave their
time and support to Haven House on Mothers Day

End Of Year - Items and Notes
Consider being a
LUNCHEON CO-CHAIR

Luncheon Co-Chairs Needed
Please consider signing up to
be a luncheon co-chair for one
month this coming year – it’s
a lot of fun! We’ll continue
with our all-table format next
year, and co-chairs will have
additional dollars to spend to
make the luncheons wonderful.
Contact Margo Ogus
margo.ogus@gmail.com

Membership Renewal is due by

JUNE 15th

The deadline for Woman’s Club membership
renewal is June 15. Please return your forms
by JUNE 15TH.
Don’t miss out on our 101st year!

If you have keys to the
Clubhouse that you
no longer need, please
contact Margaret Feuer
to hand them in by the
end of the year.

Coffee & Cold Water Available at the Club
Members now have their own special cupboard to use when visiting the club – a
great resource! The cupboard should have about 24 water glasses, some coffee mugs
and Kurig coffee singles available. Please leave $1 if you have a cup of coffee (honor
system), The water is free, but please refill the jugs if you use them all up.

History Walk Lincoln Park San Francisco

June 28th 9am!

Clean-Up Day is Tuesday, June 28, beginning at 9 a.m. All members are invited to
assist with kitchen cleanup. If you want to know where things are kept this is the
perfect opportunity. Everyone is welcome especially if you want to chair a luncheon
in the upcoming year. A light lunch will be served, and a fun time will be had by all.
Come and join in and get to know your clubhouse!

Hurrah!

Our Club is getting a new
stove! Emily Renzel is in
the process of selecting
the stove on behalf of the
members and is doing a
stalwart job in researching
the best options. She’s
looking for a commercial
model that uses electronic
ignition for ease of use and
energy efficiency. By being
more efficient a new stove
will pay for itself within a
few years. Well done Emily
for taking on this long
awaited project!

CLUB ACTIVITIES

Summer Knitting
The Knitting Group will continue through the
summer, the first and third Friday of the month at
different member’s homes. All are welcome. For
more information, contact Ginnie Noh.
“Murder in Amsterdam” and Fall Explorations
The Book Group will meet Tuesday, June 28 at 7:15 p.m. at the
Clubhouse to finalize book choices for our fall theme: explorers
and exploration. We also will discuss “Murder in Amsterdam:
Liberal Europe, Islam and the Limits of Tolerance” by Ian
Buruma. New readers are always welcome. Contact Anne
Ercolani.
Museum Friday Wrap, and Future Plans
Thank you to all of our Museum Friday ladies! We had a great time this season!
We saw some wonderful exhibits and had a blast. We were at the deYoung and
the Legion of Honor twice this year but also hit the Asian Art Museum, the
Museum of the African Diaspora with a traveling exhibit from the SFMOMA,
a San Francisco City Hall docent tour and fantastic lunch at LuLu’s. Watch for
our e-mail announcement in August for information on a new season of trips
beginning in September. Are you on our email list? Do we have your current
email address? Send info to Donna Bohling to make sure you are on the list and
one of the first to know. Signups for each trip are limited to 24 (bus capacity). –
Donna Bohling
Scrabble or Mah Jong Anyone?
We have a healthy bridge group but if anyone
is interested in playing Scrabble or Mah Jong
at the club please contact Joanne Jones at
joanne.jones.usa@gmail.com. A day can be
selected to give these games or any others a
try!

HISTORY CORNER
A Century Later
My introduction to the Woman’s Club happened because I was the Executive Director of the
Women’s Heritage Museum (now extinct). We learned about the Club’s Centennial, so we contacted
them and helped celebrate their origins with a public event in 1994. The booklet about the event,
which we called Petticoat Politics, had a photo of Dr. Mary Grafton Campbell, the Club’s first
president, on the cover.
One page listed the ways that various people had helped create the event, and the last sentence
on that page read “And to all the members of the Woman’s Club, may they find the wisdom and
leadership to direct the organization with the spirit and grace of its founders.”
The original club members met in homes, at churches, and at other meeting halls, but this limited
their ability to function broadly. When it was decided to purchase the lot, some members complained
that it was too far from town. The $1,100 purchase price for the parcel seems unbelievably low
now, but then it took determination to raise the money. Some funds were earned with social events
and lectures, and construction was finally completed in 1916. The minutes of those years are
fascinating, telling of when the Construction Committee, headed by Emily Elliot Pardee Karns
Dixon, would reconsider various changes to the architectural plans, and work with the architect,
Charles Hodges, to assess possible alterations as the work proceeded.
Mrs. Dixon was an activist for women’s rights, heading the Palo Alto Woman Suffrage Committee.
In 1911, California became the sixth state – all of them in the West – in which women won full and
equal voting rights. One of the anti posters read: “home loving women do not want the ballot.”
The California victory squeezed in with 3,487 more “yes” votes than “no” on a total of 246,487
statewide. Winning the vote must have contributed to women’s courage to take on such a large
commitment as building the Clubhouse.
Emily Elliot Pardee Karns Dixon was president of the club (then as the wife of Mr. Karns), during
the suffrage election year, and again, as the wife of Mr. Dixon, in 1919-20. The minutes of the board
in those years after the club occupied its building show very much how they encouraged such
things as activities for children, which had not been available previously, and many other civic
causes. The many notable speakers who came to the club certainly gave women better knowledge
of their world at a time when very few women were admitted to college. Without this building, the
vibrant club would not have survived and grown.
Few photos remain from that time, but Emily’s belief in women’s potential was revealed in that
she sponsored a public event honoring the ground breaking for the construction. The architect,
who also managed the building work as it proceeded, was present, as well as the brother of the
first woman lawyer in California, but club members filled the rest of the outdoor platform. -Jeanne McDonnell

The Changing of the Guard!
Woman’s Club Style

New board members Caroline Willis, Susie Richardson,
Bonnie Packer, Pat Davis, Carolyn Pierce and Nancy
McGaraghan were welcomed by the current and outgoing
board members. Fun & camaraderie were had by all at a
margarita themed pot luck party.

Outgoing board members were given a light roasting in
honor of their departure. Hats were made symbolizing
their lives outside the board.

2016/2017 BOARD
Carol Lippert: Board President
Joanne Jones: First Vice-President (Dean of committees)
Margo Ogus: Second Vice-President (Head of membership)
Wynne Furth: Treasurer
Meg Monroe: Finance Officer
Lisa Sten: Recording Secretary
Chris Kenrick: Corresponding Secretary
Kathy Torgersen (Board Development)
New Directors:
Pat Davis
Nancy McGaraghan
Bonnie Packer
Carolyn Pierce
Susie Richardson
Caroline Willis

RIDE SHARE?
Does anyone need
help getting to the
Woman’s
Club
Luncheons?
If
so, please contact
Joanne Jones to
arrange help with
transportation.
joanne.jones.usa@
gmail.com

LAST MINUTE NEWS:

The Media Center is rebroadcasting the 2009 program “Charles Dickens and the
Woman’s Club of Palo Alto” as a tribute to our upcoming Centennial celebration of
the building. It is now playing on Ch. 30 on Wednesdays at 8 PM, Thursdays at 10:30
AM, and Saturdays at 1 PM. It is also streamed on their web site at the same times
(check their schedule for other channels and times). The broadcasts will run through
late June.

HAVE YOUR SAY!

Do you have an opinion or something you want to share?
Send your comments to:
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Would you like to comment on any of the stories presented in the newsletter? If so send your comments to
the editor & they will be considered for publication. Please keep your submssions to between 150 & 200
words. We look forward to seeing member contributions on our newsletter. christinakenrick@gmail.com

Where in the world do we go?

Lets see how many different countries members of the Woman’s Club visit each year. If you have
been somewhere interesting this year send your destination to: joanne.jones.usa@gmail.com

North America
USA - Hawaii - Adele ‘16

South America
Brazil- Susan H
Cuba - Donna M Sept ‘15, Susan K
Guatemala - Lolly O Jan’16, Sarah F
Mexico - Cabo San Lucas - Cathy K
- Tijuana - Lucille S
- Villahermosa - Sarah F
Patagonia - JS Jan ‘16

Europe

Albania - Jean D ‘16
Croatia - Jean D ‘16
France - Adele ‘15
Greece - Jean D ’16
Ireland- Susan H
London - Jean D’16
Montenegro - Jean D ’16

Australia / New Zealand

Perth, Uluru, Adelaide, Melbourne, Port Douglas,
Kangaroo Island - Linda A May‘15
Adele S
New Zealand - Adele S Jan ‘15

Asia

Burma- SF Jan ‘16, JZ Jan ‘16
Israel- Donna M Apr ‘15
Jordan-Donna M Apr ‘15
Laos - JZ Dec ‘16
Thailand- JZ Jan ‘16
Vietnam - JZ Jan ‘16

Continent of Africa

