The Woman’s Club of Palo Alto
February 2017 Newsletter

President: Carol Lippert

For February,
it’s a Dress Up Dinner!
Our February “luncheon” will be a … dinner!
Please join us Wednesday, Feb. 15, for an
East Asian-themed
dress-up night and dinner
of Indian food!
Dress in saris, scarves, bangles,
bindis and jewels. Club members
only – no guests. Our speaker will
be Sequoia High School English teacher and TEDx
speaker Jose Rosario on the topic of “Teaching in
the 21st Century.” Special thanks to our THREE
dinner co-chairs, Lolly Osborne, Rita French and
Leika Kejriwal!

Our 122nd Year

The Outreach Committee will be
collecting socks at the February dinner for
the Downtown Streets Team. This local
organization provides meaningful work and a pathway
to permanent housing for our homeless population.
A small team started as street cleaners; their numbers
have grown and the Downtown Streets Team now
contracts with several local companies to clean and
maintain their business campuses.
By providing a needed service, team members not
only earn a paycheck but also a sense of self-worth
and dignity. Since members work outside, they always
need new, warm socks. It is their most-requested and
least-donated item, so let’s help them out!

5 p.m. Doors open for festive music and wine
6 p.m. Dinner served
8 p.m. Discussion ends
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New Member Bios
Our Club welcomed 29 new members this past
September. We’ve been publishing their brief bios,
alphabetically and several at a time, beginning with
the October newsletter and finishing with this issue.
Here is the fifth, and final, installment:

Donna Sheridan
I’m originally from New Jersey. After 10 years in
Potomac Maryland, my husband Jim and I moved to
Palo Alto where we raised our four daughters. I have
enjoyed community involvement in Junior League,
Neighbors Abroad, AAUW (Past President), Pacific
Art League, and National Charity League. I am a
registered nurse and have worked as Vice President of
Patient Care and Director of Quality, taught at UCSF,
and published and presented nationally. My MS is
from UCSF, MBA from Pepperdine, and PhD in
education and business. Currently I consult part time
while studying art in San Francisco. I enjoy gardening,
cooking, traveling and art...and especially family time,
including moments of joy with our four granddaughters and new little grandson.

Jacqueline Widmar Stewart
As a native daughter of Beverly Shores, Indiana, I
attended the University of Colorado (BA) and the
University of Michigan (MA). Along the way I studied classics in Greece, spent a year each at universities
in Germany and Slovenia, and then my husband, Blair
and I both went to Stanford Law School. After practicing at a private firm and in the City Attorney’s office in San Jose, I focused on raising our two children
while volunteering as arbitrator and judge pro-tempore for the Santa Clara County bar and courts and as
assistant to the counsel for the Midpeninsula Regional Open Space District. For a number of years we ran
a fine tapestry import business. To help correct the
disparity in educational funding, I co-founded East
Palo Alto Kids Foundation in 1993 and served as its
president for 10 years. More recently I’ve pursued
my interests in law, environment, languages, history,
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design and culture to write four books: “The Glaciers’
Treasure Trove: A Field Guide to the Lake Michigan
Riviera;” “Finding Slovenia: A Guide to Old Europe’s
New Country;” “Parks and Gardens in Greater Paris”
and “Champagne Regained.” Currently, I serve on the
board of the American-Slovenian Education Foundation; spearhead a campaign to make Lake Michigan
waters a National Monument, and work to publish
a book on the secular history of Europe relating to
women.

Jackie Wheeler
I am a native Californian who has lived in Palo Alto
for over 50 years. Growing up in Southern California,
I enjoyed the beach and learned to body surf at the
age of 7 -- a sport I still enjoy, but now use a boogie
board. Community service was a strong family value,
and I participated in community activities in high
school and college. My husband of over 50 years and I
are still involved in many community activities as well
as being political activists. I have been on the board
of a variety of local and national organizations including the League of Women Voters, Packard Children’s Hospital, Gunn Foundation, PTA and national
disability organizations. For 40 years I have worked
in executive roles for companies providing technology
for people with disabilities. We are fortunate to have
a great time with three grown children/spouses and
eight grandchildren.

Jolaine Woodson
I was born in San Jose, raised in a traditional Italian
family, went to Notre Dame High there and then on
to San Jose State. I moved to Palo Alto in 1972 with
my husband Jack and our son Chris. While Chris was
growing up, I had a couple of home-based businesses.
Chris now lives in Long Beach with his wife and our
3 grandsons, and we travel there for a couple of days
each month to visit them. I was an avid tennis player
at the University Club in Palo Alto until I joined
Alain Pinel as a Realtor in 1990. I have been a Realtor
for the past 26 years, still with Alain Pinel, along with
my husband as my partner for the past 10 years. Real
Estate is a passion for me and we service areas from
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Sunnyvale to Burlingame/Hillsborough. We treat
each transaction with our personal touch and personal
service. I’m looking forward to getting involved in
community activities with the Woman’s Club of PA.

Deborah Seaman
I recently returned to Menlo Park after 27 years
in Seattle. (My sons, Daniel, Michael and Sanford
Spector were raised in Palo Alto.) In 1988, I left
employment at Stanford Hospital to marry my late
husband, Henry Seaman. Though a champion of Palo
Alto and all that it offers, I grew to love the culture
and natural beauty of Seattle and the Great Northwest. While there I directed Organization Development and Training at Harborview Medical Center, a
University of Washington teaching hospital and Level
1 Trauma Center, and was the first female President
of the downtown Seattle Rotary Club. I continue to
lead the Organization Development consulting firm,
Seaman and Associates, serving clients in Seattle and
the Bay Area. I’m looking forward to renewing past
friendships and forming new ones while supporting
community needs through membership in the Woman’s Club of Palo Alto.

Kris Zavoli
Following 15 years as Director of Admissions at
my alma mater, Notre Dame de Namur University in Belmont, I was hired as Associate Director of
Admissions and Guidance Services at the Western
Regional Office of College Board. My 28-year career
has included multiple positions which allowed me
to travel nationally and internationally. I served as
Interim Vice President for two years and transferred
to Government Relations work, reporting to the
College Board Office in Washington, D.C. I recently
“repurposed” (not “retired”) and am loving a great
variety of new adventures, including working with
English-as-a-Second-Language students at Palo Alto
Adult Ed and as a trustee for Notre Dame de Namur.
I am a new member of the National Association for
College Admission Counseling Government Relations Committee in Washington, D.C., give a historic
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tour of Professorville, and am a PATC (City of Palo
Alto Tennis Club) officer. As one of seven children, I
attended 17 elementary schools as an Air Force brat
and am now a member of United Airlines two million mile club. My husband, Walt, and I have lived in
the same 100-year-old home for 44 years and have
remodeled three times. I love theatre, film, reading,
tennis, and hiking and am a free-lance calligrapher.
As the first in my family to go to college, I am also an
advocate for access to higher education.

Wine, Women and Wisdom
There was ample wisdom and quite a
lot of wine as more than 50 members
gathered Jan. 11 for our Club’s first
“Wine, Women and Wisdom” event.
After snacks and informal socializing, members sat in randomly assigned groups to discuss “what’s on their plates for 2017,” both personally
and vis-à-vis the Club. Participants said they appreciated sitting with women they had never met before,
and the “what’s-on-your-plate” question sparked some
surprisingly deep and frank discussions, even among
first-time acquaintances.
The most commonly expressed theme by far – at 81
percent – was a desire for more social opportunities
to connect with other women through the Club. A
range of other ideas were discussed, included starting
a mentorship program, recruiting younger and more
diverse members, having the luncheons catered and
holding regular wine tastings.
“I was thrilled that members were so engaged and
took the opportunity to both catch up with old
friends and to move beyond “cocktail party banter” to
get to really know new people,” said Susie Richardson, a board member who conceived of and organized
the “Wine, Women & Wisdom” evenings as a way to
improve communication within the Club.
Mark your calendars for the next two “Wine, Women
& Wisdom” cocktail-hour events: Wednesday, Feb. 8,
and Wednesday, March 8.
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A Message from our Newest
Members
Mark your calendars for Thursday, March 30, for an
“International Arts & Crafts Night,” brought to
you by the Woman’s Club Class of 2016. Along with
plenty of wine, appetizers and coffee, the evening
will feature a host of activities including calligraphy,
watercolor painting, Japanese flower arranging, henna,
iPad art (uniquely American!) and Chinese character
writing. Ticket sales will begin in a few weeks – hope
to see you there!
— Members of the Class of 2016

Reimbursement for Luncheon
Hostesses…
Our Club has a long list of women who have expressed interest in joining us when we admit new
members this spring. Membership Chair Margo Ogus
needs your help in responding to these prospective
members and letting them know a bit more about us.
Please contact Margo about hosting one of them at an
upcoming luncheon this year! The Club will reimburse
you for the luncheon guest fee. Contact Margo at
margo.ogus@gmail.com.

Valentines for Vets, and More

All are invited to join the Outreach Committee
Monday, Feb. 6, from 10 a.m. to noon at the Clubhouse at a valentine-making party. Join us as we make
and sign Valentine cards for delivery to our local vets.
A Valentine is a small but heartfelt way to thank our
vets for their service. Many vets keep our cards taped
up in their rooms for the entire year! All supplies will
be provided. Coffee, tea, cookies and conversation also
provided! Contact Eileen Brooks for more information.
Please let us know if you have a favorite charity that
can benefit from one of our monthly luncheon collections. We have already received a few requests from
members for next year’s recipients: costume jewelry
that gets reworked and/or repaired for distribution to
teens living in poverty; a “PJs and a Book” program
for foster kids; giant-size bottles of hand sanitizer for
underfunded East Palo Alto classrooms. Your suggestions will be scheduled on 2017-18 luncheon collections calendar.
The Outreach Committee continues volunteer work
twice a month at Haven Family House, a homeless shelter in Menlo Park. Join us any 2nd or 4th
Wednesday from 9:45 a.m. ‘til noon. Contact Anne
Ercolani for more information.
Our vets event in December was a great success. We
bagged and gift-tagged 200 holiday goody bags for
the vets and their families and the staffs at The Defenders Lodge and The Fisher House at the VA Palo
Alto Health Care System. We also delivered the 25
extra bags to the food closet at All Saints Episcopal
Church -- to huge smiles and thank yous.

Members of the Knit & Stitch Group at their New Year’s
celebration
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Thanks to the Woman’s Club members who donated
candies, cookies and money to the cause. And special
thanks to Ginny Bechtold, Mary Griffith, Marita
O’Reilly, Mary Grace Bertsch, Jenny Stone, Helen
Gracon, Jackie Schoelerman, Sallie Whaley, Carol
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Diamond, Paula Collins, Lolly Osborne, Kathleen
Knott, Linda Anderson, Joan Zwiep, Anne Ercolani,
Kathy McMahon, Carolyn Pierce and Sue Krumbein
for their enthusiasm and joyful participation in this
heartwarming Woman’s Club event.
– Eileen Brooks

Mystery Books!
The Mystery Book Group meets the second Thursday of every month from 6 p.m.
to 7:30 p.m. On Thursday, Feb. 9, we’ll
meet at Susan Kaye’s house, and Margaret
Carney will moderate our discussion of “About Face”
by Donna Leon. Our March book selection is
“Ordinary Grace” by William Kent Krueger.
– Shelley Sweet

News from Townie Bikers
Due to rain, cold weather,
busy schedules, and lack of
participation, we will not be
scheduling any Townie Bikers
rides during these winter
months. We will resume
again in April, if there is
interest.
– Jean MacDonell
PARKED FOR WINTER

Lives of Interesting Women
The Book Group discusses “Notorious RBG: The Life and Times of
Ruth Bader Ginsburg” by Irin Carmon and Shana Knizhnik on Tuesday,
Feb. 28, at 7:15 p.m. at the Clubhouse.
This book has been described as “an
artisanal hagiography, a frank and admiring piece of fan nonfiction.” The authors not only
bring Justice Ginsburg to life but also provide scholar’s comments on her most influential opinions.
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Our Spring series is on “Lives of Interesting Women.”
March through June books will include: “My Life
on the Road” by Gloria Steinem, “Abigail Adams: A
Writing Life” by Edith Gelles, “Loving Eleanor” by
Susan W. Albert and “An Autobiography” by Agatha
Christie.
— Margaret Feuer

Museum Fridays
Our February Museum trip to
the DeYoung is cancelled. We
did not secure enough reservations to cover costs. Our last
two trips of the season promise to be special:
Friday, March 10: BAMPFA, the new Berkeley Art
Museum and Pacific Film Archive. Trip includes
transportation, museum admission and lunch. $74.
Friday, April 14: SFMOMA. The stunning new addition and our private tour of The Fisher Collection
is not to be missed. Trip includes transportation,
museum admission and our docent tour. $65. Checks
should be made payable to Eileen Brooks and mailed
to: Eileen Brooks, 780 Montrose Avenue, Palo Alto,
CA 94303.
The Museum Fridays team is looking for helpers for
our 2017-18 season. If you have loved our trips and
can lend a hand, contact Ginny Bechtold.
– Eileen Brooks

What’s Happening with the
Rentals Committee?
The Rentals Committee has goal of
$81,000 in gross revenue for the 2016-17
fiscal year. We currently have 48 days of
contracts for the year, for an estimated annual gross
revenue of $118,506. Yes, we are above our goal! We
are pleased to report that the new stove, installed in
December is working well. As a committee, we are
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looking for ways to improve and streamline our service and to plan for the future. If you are interested in
joining our committee or would just like to see what
we do, join us on Monday, Feb. 13, at 3:30 p.m. in
the Clubhouse office. We meet for an hour the second Monday of the month.
– Sue Krumbein and Shelley Sweet

Our Twenty-Year-Plus Members
Congratulations are in order for seven of our members. We hope you will join us at the Feb. 15 dinner
when we recognize these women who have been
instrumental in the growth and strength of our Club,
helping it to emerge from a historical low to the active, thriving Club we are proud of today.
We are starting a new tradition this year, as we now
have women who have reached, or are approaching,
their 25thth year of membership. We will continue to
celebrate those who have been members for 20 years,
but will add this new category.
For many years we had only a few members who were
of such distinguished standing. Now, in an effort spear
headed by The Gaveleers (past presidents), we’re delighted to celebrate this milestone with our latest
group. Please congratulate and thank the following
members:

25 years

Sarah French
Mary McCullough
Marlene Prendergast

20 years
Wanda Cavanaugh
Leannah Hunt
Anne Ercolani
Peggy McKee
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Our Holiday Party: the Magic and
the Magicians!
This year 165 members and their guests kicked off the
season at our annual holiday party. It was a magical
evening—the bar flowed with wines, cocktails and our
signature drink—the Cosmopolitan. The buffet was
laden with slow-roasted beef tenderloin sandwiches,
potatoes, cheeses, dips and a variety of veggies. The
locally famous combo—the Jazz ConneXion—set the
mood with music from Sinatra, Gladys Knight and
Lionel Richie. And the “grand old lady” sparkled with
more than 6,000 fairy lights, twinkling Christmas
trees and candle-lit cabaret tables.
Who were the magicians behind the magic? Here
they are—a dedicated and creative team of fun-loving
women who transformed the Clubhouse, organized
the food and the bar, hauled in trees, strung lights,
decorated, baked cookies and when it was over “struck
the set.”
Barb Swenson, Anne Ream and Terry McMahon
raised their collective hands at the planning meeting to be our bar maids. They bought the booze, set
up the bar and made gallons of Cosmos that started
the evening with a buzz. Thanks to Jackie Schoelerman, Rezvan Moghaddam and Kathie McGinn, for
the forest of trees that decorated the ballroom. Also
special thanks to Jackie for spending hours spraying magnolia leaves that decorated the tables and to
Chris Kenrick for stringing lights. A shout out to
Margo Ogus—who ran the ticket office, kept track of
the RSVPs and the money—and to Julie Jerome for
the nametags.
Special thanks to: Louise Rising—our rentals chair—
who organized the rentals of plates, glasses, tables
and tablecloths, and who spent hours setting up the
ballroom and decorating the cabaret tables. To Barb
Spreng and Lisa Sten— our electricians— who read
instructions and, therefore, can assemble anything
including artificial trees. They saved us from blowing a
fuse or worse! To Jennifer Kleckner—who organized
the cookie brigade to bring in enough cookies to
please 165 sweet tooths!
Cont’d Next Page
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A thousand thanks for all the kindnesses and generous helping hands that made the party an overwhelming success. No one can do this project alone. You are
the unsung heroines that make events like the Holiday Party happen. From donating Christmas trees to
dropping off cookies and extra hors d’ oeuvres, donating tips for the bartenders, kitchen staff and band
to stringing lights, decorating tables, striking the set
and sweeping the floor. This special thanks is to you:
Annette Ross, Carol Lippert, Betsy Bechtel, Cathy
Kroymann, Susie Richardson, Kathy McMahon,
Meg Monroe, Eileen Brooks, Wanda Cavanaugh,
Connie Fasani and Carolyn Pierce.

Holiday Party Prep
The Making of a Fabulous Event!

Last, but not least, a standing ovation to Rick Kniss
and Mike Torgersen who took on the daunting job
of roasting 60 pounds of beef. It was the best beef
sandwich we’ve ever had. And to all the husbands
who helped in so many ways—from hauling trees and
setting up stands to stringing lights, setting up the
bar, buying ice and striking the set. You guys are great:
Richard Schoelerman, Dennis McGinn, Jim Kleckner, George Bechtel and Bruce Swenson.
Thank you, Party Posse, for your help, your camaraderie and your can-do spirit. You are awesome!
— Kathy Torgersen

Meet Jim Plunkett!
Our Clubhouse will be the setting on Thursday,
Feb. 9, for a special fundraiser for Avenidas featuring
Heisman Trophy winner Jim Plunkett. Come indulge
in free hot dogs, beer and other treats as you listen
to sports executive Gary Cavalli in conversation with
Jim about his childhood in San Jose, playing football
for Stanford and the NFL and working as a family
caregiver for his parents.
Avenidas CEO Amy Andonian is a new member of
our Club this year. The event will be Thursday, Feb. 9,
from 4 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. General admission is $50;
VIP tickets are $100. VIP ticketholders have access to
an earlier “meet and greet” with Plunkett, where they
can take selfies and get autographs. For tickets, call
650 289-5445 or go to Avenidas.org.
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History Corner: “Mother of Palo Alto Schools”
One of the very first residents of
Palo Alto was a widowed German
immigrant and mother of three by
the name of Anna Zschokke. While
her house was being constructed,
Zschokke and six other families
camped out near Homer Avenue and
Waverley Street. In 1889 she moved into the first of
seven houses completed in Palo Alto, on Homer. By
1892, there were 300 residents in the town and 750
at the close of 1893. Zschokke is considered the city’s
first historian. In 1896, she wrote an article, “Pioneer
History of the Town of Palo Alto” in a weekly newspaper called the Palo Alto Live Oak.
Besides writing columns in the weekly, and then in the
Palo Alto Times, Zschokke campaigned for civic improvements, especially for children. In the local newspaper Zschokke reported that “Mothers sighed over
the drawback of having to send the little ones so far as
Mayfield (two miles).” She led the charge to convince
the County Superintendent of Schools that a public
school was needed in the town. Objections came from
the town of Mayfield that the Palo Alto children were
traveling the accepted limit of a two-mile walk or
buggy ride. It took a year and several measurements
of the distance to prove that the young children of
Palo Alto were indeed walking more than two miles to
reach the school in Mayfield. Eventually, a temporary
schoolhouse was paid for by Palo Alto residents. In
1893, a two-room schoolhouse was open within four
days of construction by “all able-bodied men”. In 1894,

a larger school was built at Webster Street and Channing Avenue.
Since her own children were approaching high school
age in 1994, Zschokke next campaigned for a school
for older boys and girls. For a short time, the top floor
of the elementary school served as a separate high
school. Realizing that this solution was only temporary, Zschokke unbelievably took matters into her
own hands. According to newspaper accounts, she
mortgaged her own house and used part of a family trust in Switzerland to buy a lot. Next she hired a
contractor and built a three-room schoolhouse, which
remained the town’s high school until 1905. When the
school ran out of space as enrollment grew, she built
an addition in the backyard that became the science
classroom.
Certainly Anna Zschokke had three good reasons for
adding a high school to the school system in Palo Alto,
her sons, Arthur and Theodore, and her daughter Irma.
However, her friends thought she was taking a huge
financial risk in using her own funds to start a high
school. The students might destroy the school and she
might never recoup her investment in the property.
The town finally built a real high school on Channing
five years later, and Zschokke took over the school
she had built as her new home. Based on her extreme
generosity in the early years of Palo Alto education,
Anna Zschokke surely deserves the title “Mother of
Palo Alto Schools.”
– Vicki Sullivan

The two-room schoolhouse, left,
was built in 1893. It was open
within four days of construction by
“all able-bodied men”.
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The History Walks group took Caltrain to San Francisco on Tuesday,
Jan. 24, to visit areas known as POPOS (privately owned public spaces)
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Thursday, Feb. 2: Bridge Group meets at the Clubhouse from 2:15 p.m. to 4:15 p.m. for lessons from Prue
Saunders. $15. Contact Nancy Bjork
Friday, Feb. 3: Knit & Stitch meets from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. at the home of a volunteer hostess. Contact
Ginnie Noh for more information
Monday, Feb. 6: Outreach Committee makes valentines for vets. 10 a.m. to noon at the Clubhouse.
Contact Eileen Brooks
Wednesday, Feb. 8: Outreach Committee volunteers at Haven Family House, 9:45 a.m. to noon. Contact
Anne Ercolani
Wednesday, Feb. 8: “Wine, Women & Wisdom” social from 5 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. at the Clubhouse. Open to all
members. RSVP to Eileen Brooks (eibrooks@hotmail.com)
Thursday, Feb. 9: Bridge Group meets for practice at a member’s home. For information contact Nancy Bjork
Thursday, Feb. 9: Avenidas fundraiser featuring Heisman Trophy winner Jim Plunkett at the Clubhouse, 4:45
p.m. to 6:30. For tickets, go to Avenidas.org or call 650 289-5445
Tuesday, Feb. 14: The Tuesday Drop-In Social meets from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. at the Clubhouse. $5. RSVP to
Celiene O’Hara
Wednesday, Feb. 15: East Asian-themed dress-up night and Indian dinner featuring Sequoia High School
English teacher Jose Rosario on the topic of “Teaching in the 21st Century. Doors open at 5 p.m.; dinner
served at 6; program ends at 8. The Outreach Committee will collect socks for the Downtown Streets Team
Thursday, Feb. 16: Bridge Group meets at the Clubhouse from 2:15 p.m. to 4:15 p.m. for lesson from
Prue Saunders. $15. Contact Nancy Bjork
Friday, Feb. 17: Knit & Stitch meets from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. at the home of a volunteer hostess. Contact
Ginnie Noh for more information
Tuesday, Feb. 21: Cine Circle meets from 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. at a member’s home to discuss “20th Century
Women.” RSVP to Shannon Griscom or Nancy Wong
Wednesday, Feb. 22: Outreach Committee volunteers at Haven Family House, 9:45 to noon. Contact
Anne Ercolani
Thursday, Feb. 23: Bridge Group meets for practice at a member’s home. For information contact Nancy Bjork
Tuesday, Feb. 27: The Book Group meets at 7:15 p.m. at the Clubhouse to discuss “Notorious RBG: The Life
and Times of Ruth Bader Ginsburg” by Irin Carmon and Shana Knizhnik. Contact Margaret Feuer
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