The Woman’s Club of Palo Alto
March 2017 Newsletter

President: Carol Lippert

March 15 Luncheon: Options for
Restoration of our Clubhouse
Join us for lunch Wednesday, March
15, as local historical architect Chris
Wasney discusses a proposed capital
improvement project for the Clubhouse. Chris headed a professional
team that recently completed a structural assessment of the building. See
a link to his 191-page report on the
Club’s website or in the cover email accompanying
this newsletter.
11 a.m.

Doors open, information about
capital proposal and budget available
12 p.m.
Lunch served
12:20 p.m. Speaker and Club business
1 p.m.
End of program
Special thanks to our luncheon co-chairs Anne Gregor, Jean Pressey and Carolyn Tucher! If you would
like to bring a guest, please contact Carolyn Pierce
(cpierce1947@gmail.com) at least one week prior to
the lunch. If you would like a vegetarian or
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gluten-free meal please get in touch with Anne
(annegregor@sbcglobal.net), Jean (jean.pressey@
gmail.com) or Carolyn Tucher (catucher@pacbell.
net) at least one week prior to the luncheon. Lunch
costs $10 for members; $15 for guests. Our Outreach
Committee will be collecting small bottles of water
and flip-flops for Dignity on Wheels, which runs
mobile shower and laundry units for the homeless.

President’s Letter:
The Joy and the Burden
As president of the Club, I have
become acquainted with other
Woman’s Clubs in our federation. I
learned that Clubhouse ownership
seems to figure strongly in club
membership and success.
So it’s no surprise that keeping our building safe and
strong has become a priority. Though we were all a
little shocked to see our old lady’s name published in
2014 on the city’s list of seismic hazards, it already
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had become clear that we had to preserve the building
for the next generation. But how to begin?
The Capital Projects Committee has completed the
first step. A professional team that we hired to analyze our building has submitted its findings to the
committee. The team’s 191-page report is available to
all members on the Club’s webpage, as well as in the
cover email accompanying this newsletter. Chris Wasney, head architect for the team, will answer questions
and talk about the project, both at our Wine, Women
& Wisdom event on March 8, and at our luncheon on
March 15.
We are considering addressing
the most urgent health-and safety-issues this July and August,
using money the club has saved
and that members have donated.
This would be the first step of
a two-step historic renovation.
Before the second step, we’ll stop
and take some time to raise the
money needed for the big project. We are working on
defining that fundraising goal, keeping in mind that,
as time marches on, costs also rise. Stay tuned
for that one.
Warmly,

Carol
Wine, Women & Wisdom
Nearly 50 women gathered
at the Clubhouse Feb. 8 for
our second Wine, Women & Wisdom event. We
were treated to a skit by the
Centennial Fund Thespians
(led by Our Miss Brooks) about the Club’s finances.
Members were then asked to think about questions
they’d need answered in order to make informed decisions about first-phase capital improvements to the
house.
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Questions that emerged primarily focused on the
details: What would be included in Phase I and Phase
II? How were the plans made, and how were improvements prioritized? What does the house need to
be brought up to code and what is merely “desirable?”
There were also important questions about how we
would pay for Phase I and then Phase II. Questions
and suggestions surfaced about how we might use the
house more often. A number of members also asked
about the acoustics!
The evening ended with members writing love letters
to our Old Lady. The letters expressed a great deal of
appreciation for the historical nature of the house.
People talked about loving the house as a place to
gather, and loving the lighting and windows. Some
pointed out that we could enjoy the place more if we
had comfy chairs and couches!
Please join us at our next Wine, Women & Wisdom
evening this coming Wednesday, March 8, from 5
p.m. to 7 p.m. We’ll hear from local historical architect Chris Wasney, who led a professional team that
recently completed a structural assessment of our
grand, 100-years-young lady. We will discuss how we
should proceed to address the Clubhouse’s needs as
well as timing and financing for the work. Members
of the Capital Improvement Committee, the Finance
Committee and the board will also
be on hand to answer questions
posed at our Feb. 8 Wine, Women &
Wisdom session. And we’ll toast the
house with a glass of wine.
Please join us and help guide this project forward
– your input counts! RSVP to Susie Richardson at
susiebmc@gmail.com.
— Meg Monroe and Susie Richardson
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Food, Wine, Friendship, and
Creativity
The 2016 Class of the Woman’s
Club invites you to learn a new craft
and have some fun with calligraphy,
Chinese character writing, henna
(South Asian art form), Ikebana
( Japanese flower arranging), iPad
art, and watercolor painting. Tickets ($20) are limited.
To register, contact Marita O’Reilly at 415-401-5531
or oreillymk13@gmail.com.
— Woman’s Club Class of 2016

Meet the Nominees for the Club’s
2017-18 Board of Directors
The Nominating Committee will present the following slate of prospective 2017-18 board members to
the current board and membership this month. A vote
will be taken in April.
President: Sue Krumbein
Sue has served our club in many significant ways,
including House and Grounds Chair, Rentals, Outreach and our Centennial celebration. As President
she looks forward to leading this “vibrant Club in the
good work we are doing in the community”. She is
inspired by “this impressive community of women”
and passionate about nurturing our Clubhouse and
improving our systems.
First Vice President: Carolyn Pierce
Having served as chair of the Luncheon Program and
Hospitality, Carolyn is excited to expand her leadership role as the Dean of Committees.
Second Vice President: Margo Ogus
In the second year of her term, Margo is looking forward to the renewals process as well as enhancing the
experience of incoming new members.

Recording Secretary: Lisa Sten
Lisa enjoys serving on the Board, maintaining impeccable Board records and serving on House and
Grounds. She is looking forward to encouraging more
social opportunities for our members.
Corresponding Secretary: Lolly Osborne
Lolly has previously served on the board as the second
vice president, where she transformed the new-member experience. She brings her enthusiasm and a
love of history to a wide range of club activities from
biking to the Centennial celebrations.
Treasurer: Cathy Kroymann
Kathy is a former Palo Alto Board of Education
member and has a history of serving as treasurer for
many organizations. She stepped in mid-year to take
on our Club treasurer duties an we are pleased that
she’ll continue in this capacity next year.
Meg Monroe: Meg has five years of experience on
the Finance Committee and also serves on the Capital Planning Committee. She is committed to providing a balanced budget, transparency and risk assessment, ensuring the financial well-being of the Club
and the future of our Clubhouse.
Caroline Willis: With a strong background in architecture and design, Caroline has served on Palo Alto’s
Historic Review Board. She has long experience on
our Club’s House and Grounds Committee and has
helped with many projects involving the Clubhouse
and the garden.
Susie Richardson: Continuing on the board for her
second year, Susie brings a wealth of experience in
public service. She is focused on effective communication within the Club and among the board members.
Recently she brought her leadership to the Wine,
Women & Wisdom events.
Carol Diamond: Having served as co-chair of luncheons and on the Rentals Committee, Carol loves
working as a team. She looks forward to doing whatever she can do to make our Club stronger.
Continued next page
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Annette Ross: Like several of the nominees for the
2017-18 board, Annette is a relatively new member
of our Club and will be bringing us fresh insights,
enthusiasms, and energy. She is known for her competence and organizational abilities, which she has
honed through years in the field of legal administration. We’re looking forward to serving with Annette
and experiencing her wisdom.
Judy Creek: Judy brings experience in information
technology and as a county planning commissioner.
Two of her focuses will be to ensure the Clubhouse
gets the upgrades it needs and to encourage members
to socialize in smaller groups and activities.
Jenny Stone: With many years on staff at Palo Alto
High School, Jenny is looking forward to meeting
new people and working with others in collaborative
ways.
Ellen Rosenblum: Ellen enjoys the vibrancy of the
Club members and activities. She is particularly fond
of the Outreach Committee and friendships she has
made there. She hopes to inspire the participation of
others as well as to attract the interest younger women
to join our Club.

Valentines, Lipstick, Flip-Flops
and more
The Outreach Committee delivered
144 hand-made Valentine cards to
veterans at The Defenders Lodge
and The Fisher House at the Palo
Alto VA Health Care System.
Thanks to Mary Grace Bertsch,
Judy Foley, Lolly Osborne, Carolyn Reese, Ellen
Rosenblum, Jenny Stone, Judy Swope and Sallie
Whaley for their creativity and lively conversation
during our card-making event.

At the March 15 luncheon we’ll be collecting small
bottles of water ($6 for 80 at Costco!) and flip-flops
($1 a pair at the Dollar Store in Sunnyvale) for
Dignity on Wheels. Dignity on Wheels runs mobile
shower and laundry units that serve the homeless in
our area. The trailers park at a different
location each day and
rotate through the
locations 2 times a month. The facilities include showers, lavatories and washing machines/dryers. All are
handicapped accessible. Our Club helped Dignity on
Wheels launch last year by providing toiletry packages, flip-flops and bottled water. We should all be
proud that we enabled a new service to take hold and
thrive!
At the April 19 luncheon we’ll be collecting kitchenware and bed and bath linens for aged-out foster
youth. On May 17 it will be men’s packaged socks,
underwear and t-shorts for the Opportunity Center. On June 21 we’ll collect large-size Purell hand
sanitizers to give to schools in East Palo Alto before
school begins in August.
Our individual donations at each Luncheon add up to
big contributions to the many local non-profits that
the Woman’s Club supports. Thank you for caring
about your community! You can suggest a non-profit
as a luncheon collection beneficiary. Contact Eileen
Brooks.
Outreach Committee members continue to volunteer at Haven Family House the second and fourth
Wednesdays of each month. If you’re interested, contact Anne Ercolani.
— Eileen Brooks

Our January luncheon collection was a great success.
We delivered $1,222 worth of toiletries and lipsticks
(90 new lipsticks!) to the offices of the YWCA of
Silicon Valley domestic violence support network.
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What’s New at Stanford?
The History Walks
group will take a
docent-led tour of the
Stanford campus to
find out what’s very
new and different in
the context of what
has not changed. Susie
Christiansen, Stanford
docent and friend, will lead us on this wonderful and
informative walk on Tuesday, March 7. Lets park and
meet in the Tressider Union parking lot at 9:30 a.m.
and then proceed to the front of Roble Hall. We can
plan to have lunch in one of the cafeterias at the end
of the tour. RSVP to Lolly at lolly@osbofamily.com.
— Lolly Osborne and Sue Krumbein

“Ordinary Grace”
The Mystery Book Group meets the second Thursday of every month from 6 p.m.
to 7:30 p.m. For our March 9 meeting, at
the Clubhouse, we are reading “Ordinary
Grace” by William Kent Krueger. Donna
Sheridan will moderate the discussion. For
April we’ll read “Brat Farrar” by Josephine Tey.
— Shelley Sweet

Museum Fridays
Our last two Museum Fridays
trips of the 2016-2017 season
are full! We’ve started wait
lists for both.
On Friday, March 10, we’ll
visit BAMPFA – The Berkeley
Art Museum and Pacific Film
Archive. Transportation, museum admission, a docent-led tour and lunch are $74.
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On Friday, April 14, we’ll get a docent-led tour of
the Fisher Collection at SFMOMA. Transportation,
museum admission and tour are $65. To get on the
waiting list, contact Ginny Bechtold, Donna Bohling
or Eileen Brooks.
If you have enjoyed these trips and want to see them
continue next season, please lend a hand! Contact
Ginny Bechtold.
— Eileen Brooks

Lives of Interesting Women
The Book Group will discuss
“My Life on the Road” by Gloria
Steinem on Tuesday, March 28,
at 7:15 p.m. at the Clubhouse.
This book chronicles five decades
of Steinem’s life as an itinerant
feminist organizer. Her personal
growth and the growth of the
movement for equality are portrayed in this intimate and disarming autobiography.
Our spring series is focused on “lives of interesting
women.” The March through June book choices include the Steinem memoir, “Abigail Adams: A Writing Life,” by Edith Gelles, “Loving Eleanor” by Susan
W. Albert and “Agatha Christie: An Autobiography.”
				

— Margaret Feuer

What’s Happening with the
Rentals Committee?
The Rentals Committee has a goal
of $81,000 in gross revenue for the
2016-17 fiscal year. We currently have
51 days of contracts for the year, for
an estimated annual gross revenue of
$124,506, more than 50% above out
goal. Clearly, people love to have their events – weddings, birthday parties, corporate celebrations, and
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more – at our beautiful Clubhouse. They rave about
the space after their events!
We are not renting the Clubhouse in July and August
in anticipation that Phase I of the structural renovations might take place. The Rentals Committee will
continue screening inquiries for rentals during the
remaining nine months of the 2017-2018 fiscal year,
September 2017 through May 2018.
If you are interested in joining our committee or
would just like to see what we do, join us on Monday,
March 13, at 3:30 p.m. in the Clubhouse office. We
meet for an hour the second Monday of the month.
We are looking for some showing agents to join our
committee. It’s fun to show the Clubhouse, and you’ll
meet and get to know the members of the committee.
— Shelley Sweet

History Corner: How Our Club
Launched PE in Palo Alto Schools
This reprinted History Corner article, written in December 1998 by Jeanne Farr McDonnell, recounts how the
Club introduced physical education into Palo Alto schools
and the involvement of members in the Club’s financial
affairs.
As we transcribe early Club minutes, the History
Committee is intrigued at how club lectures coincided
with or fostered projects – some quite ambitious —
like the gymnasium the Club sponsored that successfully introduced physical education to Palo Alto
schools.
Children’s welfare was a frequent topic. [Two such
lectures were]: Mrs. Alona Glasgow on “Art in the
Public Schools,” and Mrs. Florence Bolton and Dr.
Clelia Mosher on “Physical Culture.” In response,
the Club undertook to provide art assistance to the
schools, a project that paid its own way, and a physical
culture project [a gymnasium] that did not.

this part of the Country,” rented space, and purchased
equipment, anticipating that “a few years experience
will convince both parents and students that Physical
Education is a vital necessity. The Woman’s Club can
then turn over its apparatus to the School authorities
or a town association, as it has turned over the Library
to the Town authorities.”
The report went on to explain that working with the
“University, the County Board of Education, the town
School Board, the High School teachers, and the
High School Boys,” took a year and, though now the
school board had agreed to begin paying a per-student
fee, it did not cover expenses, much less recoup the
previous investment.
The Club board had not supervised the project and
was dismayed at bills of $416 and a lawsuit for rent of
a similar amount. A newspaper account the following
spring gallantly called it a “sorry plight,” encouraging
businesses to assist “that estimable body ” because Palo
Alto without a Woman’s Club would have been like
a springtime without its showers and its flowers….”
The Club took out a bank loan and was still paying off
the debt five years later.
The episode affected later events. In 1916, the Club
empowered a Clubhouse Building Committee to engage architect Charles Hodges and contractor Frank
Fox. Twenty-seven members resigned – many had
been longtime Club leaders – undoubtedly fearful of
another painful bout with indebtedness. The gymnasium debacle educated members about financial oversight better than any lecture. [In 1916, members were
thankful] to the committee for knowing its business
and working conscientiously with and for the Club.
— Jeanne Farr McDonnell

PHOTOS OF FEBRUARY SOUTH ASIAN DINNER!

A 1905 report to the board on the gym’s financial
difficulties explained that the committee had hired
William Sloan, “by far the best Physical Instructor in
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Members looked their best in saris, scarves, bangles, bindis
and jewels on Wednesday, Feb. 15, as they celebrated an
East Asian-themed dress-up night and Indian buffet.
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Yum!
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Thursday, March 2: Bridge Group meets at the Clubhouse from 2:15 p.m. to 4:15 p.m. for lessons from Prue Saunders.
$15. Contact Nancy Bjork
Friday, March 3: Knit & Stitch meets from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. at the home of a volunteer hostess. Contact Ginnie Noh for
more information
Tuesday, March 7: The History Walks group meets at 9:30 a.m. for a docent-led tour of what’s new – and not – on the
Stanford campus, followed by lunch in a cafeteria. RSVP to Lolly Osborne
Wednesday, March 8: Outreach Committee members volunteer at Haven Family House from 9:45 a.m. to noon. Contact
Anne Ercolani
Wednesday, March 8: Wine, Women & Wisdom from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. at the Clubhouse. Contact Susie Richardson
Thursday, March 9: Bridge Group meets for practice at a member’s home. For information contact Nancy Bjork
Thursday, March 9: The Mystery Book Group will discuss “Ordinary Grace” by William Kent Krueger from 6 p.m. to 7:30
p.m. at the Clubhouse
Friday, March 10: The Museum Fridays group will visit the Berkeley Art Museum and Pacific Film Archive (BAMPFA).
Wait list only. Contact Eileen Brooks
Tuesday, March 14: The Tuesday Drop-In Social meets from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. at the Clubhouse. $5. RSVP to Celiene
O’Hara
Wednesday, March 15: Monthly luncheon, with architect Chris Wasney discussing options for restoring our Clubhouse.
Doors open at 11; lunch served at noon; meeting over by 1. Outreach Committee will collect small bottles of water and
flip-flips for Dignity on Wheels
Thursday, March 16: Bridge Group meets at the Clubhouse from 2:15 p.m. to 4:15 p.m. for lessons from Prue Saunders.
$15. Contact Nancy Bjork
Friday, March 17: Knit & Stitch meets from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. at the home of a volunteer hostess. Contact Ginnie Noh for
more information
Tuesday, March 21: The Cine Circle will meet at 6:30 pm. at the Clubhouse to discuss “Hidden Figures.” RSVP to Paula
Collins or Nancy Wong
Wednesday, March 22: Outreach Committee members volunteer at Haven Family House from 9:45 a.m. to noon. Contact
Anne Ercolani
Thursday, March 23: Bridge Group meets for practice at a member’s home. For information contact Nancy Bjork
Tuesday, March 28: The Book Group meets at 7:15 p.m. at the Clubhouse to discuss “My Life on the Road” by Gloria
Steinem.
Thursday, March 30: Food, Wine, Friendship and Creativity brought to you by the Club’s Class of 2016. 6 p.m. to 8:30
p.m. at the Clubhouse. Contact Marita O’Reilly at oreillymk13@gmail.com
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