The Woman’s Club of Palo Alto
April 2017 Newsletter

President: Carol Lippert

A spring fashion show
Join us for lunch Wednesday, April
19! The speaker is our very own
Susan Graf, designer, stylist and
owner of S Graf Limited of Palo
Alto, specializing in high-end,
comfortable fashions and styling
for women and men.
Susan will present a fashion show. Doors open at 11
a.m.; lunch served at noon; program ends by 1 p.m.
Special thanks to our luncheon co-chairs Mary-Louise Boyd and Rosemary Busher! If you’d like to bring
a guest, please contact Carolyn Pierce (cpierce1947@
gmail.com) at least one week prior to the lunch. If
you would like a vegetarian or gluten-free meal
please get in touch with Mary-Louise (mlb95@mac.
com) or Rosemary (rosemary@busher.org) at least
one week prior to the luncheon. Lunch costs $10 for
members and $15 for guests.
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Our 122nd Year

Our Outreach Committee will be collecting kitchenware and bed/bath linens for aged-out foster
youth, who are setting up housekeeping with very
limited resources. They need dishes, flatware, pots and
pans – everything for a kitchen. They also need sheets
(double or queen), blankets and towels. Please bring
new or very gently used and clean donations.

Letter from the president:
FORWARD!
Thanks to our members for the mandate to move
ahead with our needed building work this summer.
For details regarding the March 15 vote of the membership, please see Recording Secretary Lisa Sten’s
report later in this newsletter.
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The Clubhouse will be closed for
repairs this July and August. Our
ever-ready rentals committee will
offer online tours of the building to
potential renters during this time.
The architect and contractors are
beginning the process of creating documents for the
work so the permits will be ready for the construction
to begin in July. We will keep you posted on progress.
Past president Eileen Brooks’s Centennial Fund
Development Committee is gearing up. Raising the
architect’s estimated building cost of $1.8 million for
the big project looks daunting now, but we have faced
challenges in the past. Remember, our club helped defeat typhoid in early Palo Alto. We can do this, with
your help. If you understand the fundraising process,
please get together with Eileen’s committee. If you
have connections to groups dedicated to preserving
historic buildings, or other fundraising strategies, let
us know.

“Wine, Women & Wisdom” ahead
A penny for your thoughts! Please join us for a playful brainstorming…and a glass of wine! Our House
needs lots of love. We need to find a way to pay for
making her safe and comfy!
This is the time to think
creatively. This is the time
to come forward if you have
fundraising experience or are
ready to learn! If you know
a tech angel, of course we’d love an introduction! This
will be hard work, but it can also be fun!
Please come to “Wine, Women & Wisdom” on Thursday, April 13 to join the conversation. We’ll give you
wine at 5:00. You give us your wisdom at 5:45!
The Centennial Fund Development Committee hopes
to gather input and ideas through June, study options
over the summer, present workable solutions sometime in September for further discussion and perhaps
launch an agreed-upon campaign of some sort in October or November of this year. Please RSVP to me at
eibrooks@hotmail.com.
--Eileen Brooks

Our Club in the community

Remember, the architect who built Stanford, Charles
Hodges, built the Woman’s Club. While the mostly
male thinkers were creating Stanford, their equally
talented wives and daughters created our Club. Our
building stands as a testament to the achievement of
those who created Palo Alto. Our responsibility is to
restore it so it can nourish and inspire the women to
come.
Respectfully,

Carol
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The Outreach Committee continues to bring our Club out into
the community, promoting the
“community involvement” aspect
of our motto.
At the March Luncheon, we
collected small bottles of water and flip-flops for the
Dignity on Wheels mobile shower/laundry units that
serve our area’s homeless population. Thanks to the
Woman’s Club members who brought donations.
Thanks also to those members who threw some cash
into the “Forgot your Donation?” jar. The Dignity on
Wheels staff has also requested white socks for their
clients, so we used that money to purchase cozy, comfy new white socks.
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At the April 19 luncheon we’ll be collecting kitchenware and bed/bath linens for aged-out foster youth.
When foster kids age out of the system, they face an
uncertain, and usually low-income future. While the
county does its best to find housing for these kids,
they often start their first foray into independent
living with no household supplies. They need dishes,
flatware, pots and pans - everything for setting up a
kitchen. Sheets (double or queen sets) blankets and
towels, too. Please bring new or very gently used and
clean donations to the April luncheon. The cosmos
will thank you!
Members of
the Outreach
Committee
will observe the
dinner service
process at the Project WeHOPE homeless shelter in
East Palo Alto. Our committee is very interested in
exploring ways to expand our service and to offer the
general Woman’s Club membership “done-in-a-day”
projects. We’ll keep you posted.
Meanwhile, we would love to hear your ideas for
Outreach! Together, we can make a difference in our
community.
Under the dedicated leadership of Anne Ercolani,
Outreach continues to volunteer at Haven Family
House, a transitional apartment complex in Menlo Park that houses homeless families and prepares
them for getting back into permanent housing. Haven
Family House requires heads of families to attend
budgeting and finance classes, resume workshops and
interview seminars. It provides child care and computer access, as well as classes. It’s a great model for
how transitional housing should work. The average
stay for a family at Haven Family House is 90 days,
though the veteran population stays a bit longer. After
that time 95 percent of families have been permanently housed and remain permanently housed a year
later. That’s a statistic that speaks of success.
As always, thanks for caring about your community.
--Eileen Brooks
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Townie Bikers resume
TheTownie Bikers will resume
our rides after a cold and rainy
winter. We’ll meet the second
Tuesday of April, the 11th,
at 11 a.m. at the bike underpass
southside by the train station
on California Avenue in Palo
Alto. We’ll do an easy ride to Los Altos, have lunch
and return. If you’d like to ride, please contact me at
jeanmac@stanfordalumni.org.
-- Jean MacDonell

Mystery books
The Mystery Book Group meets the
second Thursday of every month. For the
next meeting, April 13, we’ll gather at
the Club at 6:30 p.m. – right after the
Wine, Women and Wisdom event – to
discuss “Brat Farrar” by Josephine
Tey. Lynn Chiapella will moderate
the discussion. Our May book is
“Murder in the Palais Royal” by
Cara Black.
--Shelley Sweet

“Get Out”
The Cine Circle will meet
Tuesday, April 18, from 6:30
p.m. to 8 p.m. at the Clubhouse to discuss “Get Out.”
Our movie selector of the
month is Susan Kaye. RSVP
to Susan at a49erwoman@
gmail.com or to me at
nancywong8@gmail.com.
--Nancy Wong
Page 3

More lives of interesting women
The Book Group discusses “Abigail Adams: A Writing Life” by Edith Gelles
on Tuesday, April 25, at 7:15 p.m. at the
Clubhouse. By integrating literary criticism and an historical analysis of Adams’s
private correspondence, Gelles provides an
excellent account of a woman’s life during
the Revolutionary period.
Our spring series is on “lives of interesting women.” April through June books
include: “Abigail Adams: A Writing Life”
by Edith Gelles, “Loving Eleanor” by
Susan W. Albert and “Agatha Christie: An
Autobiography.”
--Margaret Feuer

Art, friendship and fun
The Museum Fridays group
enjoyed a stellar day at
BAMPFA (the Berkeley Art
Museum and Pacific Film
Archive) in March. After an
illuminating talk from one
docent about the building,
its history and its renovation, our galleries docent (a PhD Art History candidate at Cal) walked us all down memory lane through
the “Hippie Modernism” exhibit. Colorful and interesting. All agreed that our lunch in the museum’s
Babette Cafe was the best of the season. Many thanks
to Ginny Bechtold, who arranged that wonderful
experience for us.

wonderful trip attendees. We look forward to another
great season in 2017-2018.
If you would like to help keep this interest group going, please contact us. We could use a hand.
--Donna Bohling,
Eileen Brooks and
Ginny Bechtold

History walks
Friday, May 5: 10:30 am at the
Clubhouse
Walk the historic Homer Corridor
in Palo Alto, which our clubhouse
shares with other historic buildings.
We’ll meet Friday, May 5, at 10:30
a.m. at the Clubhouse to learn from
Carolyn Pierce about some of the houses and the
early Woman’s Club members who lived there. We’ll
end at the Williams House, where the Museum of
American Heritage operates a museum and a garden.
Contact me at suekrumbein@gmail.com for information or to confirm. Bring a bag lunch!
--Sue Krumbein

Our final trip of the season in April is fully booked.
We’ll travel to the new and gorgeous SFMOMA for
a private tour of the Fisher Collection. As our luck
would have it, the Matisse/Diebenkorn exhibit is on
too, so we will have the opportunity to enjoy that as
well!
As we wind up our third year of Museum Fridays, we
feel so lucky to have had the steady support of our
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Our March 15 luncheon
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Recording Secretary’s report
on members’ vote
on budget amendment
President Carol Lippert, seeing that
a quorum was present, called the
March 15, 2017, general meeting of
the membership to order at 12:50
p.m.
The bylaws allow the president, with the approval of
the board and a vote of the general membership, to
seek authorization of an amendment to the annual
budget. A motion was put forth by Barbara Klein and
seconded by Pat Davis:
“Based on the professionally prepared structural
assessment and the professionally selected highest
priority life safety items from that report, the board
recommends that, in the next two years, the Club
address the highest priority life safety issues defined
as Phase 1 in the structural assessment. Further, the

board asks the membership to approve the authorization of $307,000 from the Club’s current reserves
and designated donations for historic preservation/
construction to amend the FY16-17 capital budget in
order to commence with the first part of Phase 1, the
2017 restoration program, in July-August 2017.”
The motion passed with the great majority of the
members standing to vote yes, and 20 standing to vote
no.
During the discussion Karen Holman proposed, and
Caroline Willis seconded, an amendment that would
allow review of the project through the normal budgetary process and consider reducing the 2017 budget
by delaying installation of the ADA wheelchair lift
to the stage to the 2018 part of Phase 1 in order to
reduce construction costs by $60,000. The amendment
failed on a voice vote.
The meeting was adjourned about 1:10 p.m.
--Lisa Sten
Recording Secretary

Photos from “Women Wine & Wisdom” (right)
and our March 15 luncheon (below)
with 20-25 Year Honorees (below, right)
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History Corner:

the art of storytelling
The popularity of TED talks
has revived interest in the
art of storytelling, which is
essentially what a TED talk
is -- someone telling a story.
Preparing this “History Corner” on the art of storytelling
led me to reflect on my own
story. I recently wrapped up a forty-five year career of
teaching history at Castilleja. To put it another way, I
told generations of students stories of bygone times in
exotic places.
I was introduced to historical narrative at the knee
of a master raconteur, my grandfather, an immigrant
from Scotland who regaled five-year-old me with
tales of his heroes, William Wallace and Robert the
Bruce, to name two. He augmented their sagas with
Bible stories from the Old
Testament. I was hooked, as
every day after kindergarten
we had tea and story time. In
elementary school, I rode my
bike to the public library and
checked out my first historical novel -- a slashing swords
young adult tale of Scotland’s efforts to maintain its
independence from England. Like girls and young

(and not so young) women, I wallowed in the six
wives of Henry VIII and more recently in the life of
Queen Victoria. In my years at Castilleja, I incorporated historical fiction in my classes, hoping to ignite
in my students a similar passion for the historical
narrative, that is, storytelling. In various courses, they
read “A Tale of Two Cities,” “Nervous Conditions,”
“Cry, the Beloved Country,” “Spring Moon,” “All
Quiet on the Western Front,” or “One Day in the Life
of Ivan Denisovich.” In a way, storytelling is code for
lecture, not so fashionable in educational circles today,
but making a comeback with the TED talk phenomenon.

In an era when technology and a STEM curriculum,
especially for girls, are, appropriately, gaining traction,
I argue for continued emphasis on history. Historical
knowledge provides what is nowadays called “cultural
capital” or “cultural literacy.” How can an individual consider herself educated if she does not have a
connection with her own (and her nation’s and her
world’s) history? At the risk of cliché and paraphrasing Santayana, “Those who forget the past are condemned to relive it.”
-- Peggy McKee

Jane Stanford quote engraved on a wall in a building at Stanford University.
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March 7 History Walk group tour of Stanford.
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Photos courtesy of Lolly Osborne and Carolyn Pierce.
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Thursday, April 6: Bridge Group meets at the Clubhouse from 2:15 p.m. to 4:15 p.m. for lessons from Prue Saunders. $15.
Contact Nancy Bjork
Friday, April 7: Knit & Stitch meets from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. at the home of a volunteer hostess. Contact Ginnie Noh for
more information
Tuesday, April 11: The Townie Bikers will meet at 11 a.m. at the underpass by the California Avenue Caltrain Station for
an easy ride to Los Altos for lunch. RSVP to Jean MacDonell
Tuesday, April 11: The Tuesday Drop-In Social meets from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. at the Clubhouse. $5. RSVP to
Celiene O’Hara
Wednesday, April 12: The Outreach Committee volunteers at Haven Family House in Menlo Park from 9:45 a.m. to
noon. Contact Anne Ercolani
Thursday, April 13: Bridge Group meets for practice at a member’s home. For information contact Nancy Bjork
Thursday, April 13: Wine, Women and Wisdom gathering at 5 p.m. at the Clubhouse. RSVP to Eileen Brooks at
eibrooks@hotmail.com
Thursday, April 13: The Mystery Book Group will meet at 6:30 p.m. at the Clubhouse to discuss “Brat Farrar” by
Josephine Tey. Contact Shelley Sweet
Tuesday, April 18: The Cine Circle will meet from 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. at the Clubhouse to discuss “Get Out.” RSVP to
Nancy Wong or Susan Kaye
Thursday, April 20: Bridge Group meets at the Clubhouse from 2:15 p.m. to 4:15 p.m. for lessons from Prue Saunders.
$15. Contact Nancy Bjork
Friday, April 21: Knit & Stitch meets from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. at the home of a volunteer hostess. Contact Ginnie Noh for
more information
Tuesday, April 25: The Book Group will meet at 7:15 p.m. at the Clubhouse to discuss “Abigail Adams: A Writing Life” by
Edith Gelles. Contact Margaret Feuer
Wednesday, April 26: The Outreach Committee volunteers at Haven Family House in Menlo Park from 9:45 a.m. to
noon. Contact Anne Ercolani
Thursday, April 27: Bridge Group meets for practice at a member’s home. For information contact Nancy Bjork
Friday, May 5: The History Walks group will explore the historic Homer Corridor in Palo Alto. Contact Sue Krumbein
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