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Welcome Letter 

 
 
To Delegates and Faculty Advisers, 
 
I would like to welcome each of you to the 2018 session of North American Model United 
Nations, hosted by the University of Toronto. This year we are excited to present to you 
Malay Emergency Joint Crisis. 
 
My name is Daniel Liu and I honoured to be the chair for the Communist Committee of the 
Malayan Emergency Committee. I am currently studying International Relations, History, 
and Political Science at the University of Toronto. My field of interest is in the Asia Pacific 
Region. The growing importance of Asia is one of the defining events of the 21st century. 
But the rise of the region has its roots in the often-turbulent history of the 20th century. 
This committee will focus on one of the less well-known but important chapters of its 
history. 
 
The Malayan Emergency is one of the forgotten moments of the Cold war. It has largely 
been overshadowed by the Korean and Vietnam Wars. As such, it has received little 
attention from both the public and academia. Nonetheless, it’s importance in shaping the 
course of the Cold War and beyond cannot be underestimated. The geographic position 
of Malaysia, including Singapore lies along the Strait of Malacca, a critical waterway 
that connects the markets of Europe with the Far East. Had the peninsula fell to Communist 
forces, it would have radically changed future events in Asia (such as Vietnam, Sino-
American détente, etc). Yet historically, the British counterinsurgency prevailed, one of the 
rare cases of counterinsurgency successes. 
In the following guide, my team and I have created a summary of the events and issues 
leading up to the early stages of the conflict in 1949, the start date of the crisis. I 
strongly encourage each of you to refer to the supplementary readings and conduct your 
own research on this topic to gain a firmer understanding of this part of history. If you 
have any questions or concerns, feel free to reach me at don.liu@mail.utoronto.ca. And 
lastly, on behalf of the executive team and staff, we wish you best of luck in the debates 
to come. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Daniel Liu 
Chair, The Malaysian Emergency Communist Committee 
 
	

	
	
	



	
	
	

Introduction 
	
	

To Commanders of the Malaysian Communist Party. 
 

Greetings Comrades, it cannot be denied every loyal member of our movement 
was shaken by the vile activities of the traitor, Lai Teck. The infiltration of the movement 
by the British was a terrible lesson. But under the leadership of Comrade Chin Peng, the 
Party has emerged stronger and more decisive from this ordeal.  
 

We the Malaysian people stand at the crossroads of history. Across the world, 
the working class has risen up against the tyranny of imperialism and capitalism. The tide 
of the communist movement has spread across Central and Eastern Europe. With Europe 
potentially going red, the American and British Imperialists will be hard pressed to focus 
elsewhere, particularly in the Far-East. Their Imperial overstretch has already yielded 
results for the oppressed peoples of their Empires. In Northeast Asia, our comrades in 
China are near complete victory over the Nationalist regime and their American patrons, 
and with time our Korean comrades will achieve the same. To our east, Indochina under 
the leadership of Ho Chi Min has launched a war of national liberation against the 
French. Now is the time for us, comrades of the Malaysian Communist Party, to seize the 
moment and drive the British invaders out of Malaya! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Definitions 

 
Fifth Column: Subversive elements within a movement or organization. See Min Yuen. 
 
Insurgency: a form of warfare characterized by a less powerful group struggling for 
control and support of a population against a more powerful group, frequently involving 
guerilla warfare. 
 
Lai Tek: Former Chairman of the MCP, traitor and agent of the British Empire. 
 
Malayan Union: Important British proposal to reorganize Malaya along more equal lines 
with equal rights for all ethnic groups. Scuttled by Malay nationalists and local rulers. 
 
MCP (CPM): Malayan Communist Party (Communist Party of Malaysia). 
 
Min Yuen: Underground communist cells operating in Malaysia. Acts as the MCP’s primary 
source of information. 
 
MNLA: Malayan National Liberation Army. The armed wing of the MCP. 
 
MPAJA: Malayan Peoples’ Anti-Japanese Army, precursor to the MNLA. 
 
MSS: Malaysian Secret Service. British intelligence in Malaysia, responsible for 
espionage against the MCP. 
 
People’s War: A military-political strategy first developed by the Chinese Communist 
revolutionary and political leader Mao Zedong. 
 
PMFTU: Pan-Malayan Federation of Trades Unions. Communist controlled trade unions 
that launched nationwide strikes from 1946-1948. 
 
Squatters: Landless peasants, usually of Chinese origins. Highly supportive of the MCP. 
 
Sultans: Native Malay rulers.  
 
Terrorism: Act of violence towards non-combatants aimed at discouraging resistance. 
 
Three Races: Designates the three main ethnic groups of Malaysia. Malay, Chinese, and 
Indian. 
 



 

 
Historical Background 

 
 
Colonial Background (1800-1930) 

 
With the arrival of the British in the 17th century, the politics of the Malayan 

peninsula became increasingly dominated by London. The traditional Sultans of the 
regions became client rulers on behalf of the British Crown and the region itself 
gradually became a British colony. By the 20th century, Malaya was firmly in the hands 
of the British Empire. 

 
The story of Malaysia is characterized by rubber. During the latter era of British 

colonial rule, rubber became the most important commodity on the Malay peninsula. To 
effectively produce the vast quantities of this valuable material, the British brought 
overseas labour for their plantations. Two waves of Chinese and Indian migrants during 
the 19th century contributed to a significant minority population. By 1945, the number of 
Chinese (2 million) were nearly equal to that of the Malay (2.5 million), though Indian 
population remained much smaller than the other two races but plays an important role in 
the administration and labour force of British Malaya.1 The Chinese workers brought to 
work on Malaysian plantations and mines lacked the same level of rights and privileges 
enjoyed by the ethnic Malays. Faced with these challenges, many Chinese communities 
formed mutual aid societies to act as a proto-social security net. This contributed to their 
commercial success. So by the early 20th century, the Chinese became the dominant 
merchant class, which further heighted tensions between the two major ethnic groups. And 
this issue will last well into present day.2 
 
Origins of the MCP and Japanese Occupation (1930-1945) 

 
As part of the rise of Communist movements across the colonial world, the 

Malayan Communist Party (MCP) was founded in the early 1930’s as an anti-colonial 
movement. The rise of the Malayan struggle for self determination coincided with the 
gradual disintegration of the British Empire. The Second World War witnessed the 
defeat of British forces in Malaysia at the hands of the Imperial Japanese Army. The 
surrender of Singapore marked the end of 120 years of continuous British rule. More 
importantly the British surrender to the Japanese smashed the aura of Imperial 
invincibility. Quick to switch overlords, the Malayan Sultans kowtowed to their new 
foreign rulers. Only the Malayan Communist Party remained to oppose the new 
oppressors.3 The Japanese began an indiscriminate policy of oppression towards the 
Malayan people, especially the Chinese Malayan community.  

 

																																																								
1 Donald Mackay, The Malayan Emergency: 1948-60: the domino that stood (London: Brassey's, 1997), 8. 
2 Robert Elegant, Pacific Destiny: Inside Asia Today (New York: Avon Books, 1989), 195. 
3 Mackay, The Malayan Emergency, 12.	



 
 
 
The subsequent occupation planted the seeds of the future Malayan Emergency 

by militarizing members of the Malayan Chinese community and pushing them into the 
protection of the Communist movement. The Malay Chinese were seen as enemy aliens by 
the Japanese occupation and were treated under brutal conditions. Chinese men were 
routinely rounded up and executed without cause. Under the leadership of the MCP, the 
Malayan People’s Anti Japanese Army (MPAJA) was formed to protect the people of 
Malaysia.4  

 
With tactile support from the British, the MPAJA conducted attacks on the 

Japanese occupation forces from 1942 until the end of the war. Many of our older 
comrades were trained and equipped by the British during our fight against the 
Japanese.  

 
Post-War Developments (1945-1949) 
 

In the years following the end of the Pacific War, many ex members of the 
MPAJA would go on to form the new nucleus of the Communist guerilla army and resist 
British Imperialism as they had resisted the Japanese. The return of the British was 
preluded by a power vacuum left by the surrendering Japanese, the MCP failed to act 
aggressively, and many within its ranks saw this as a missed opportunity to solidify 
control over key regions of Malaysia.  

 
The MCP remained hopeful that the British, acknowledging our contribution in 

defeating the invaders, would be given a voice in the post-war government, but any 
political compromise without violence was dashed when the Sultans rejected the proposal 
for a Malayan Union. 
  

We know the British were involved in other activities to stem the growth of the 
MCP, the revelation of Lai Tek’s involvement with the British and MSS wiped away any 
chances of cooperation between the two sides. Thus, elements of the MCP decided to 
retaliate against the British bourgeois. 

 
The British expatriates in Malaysia were keen on keeping their privileged status 

and their commercial ventures. Their rubber plantations have made Malaya one of 
Britain’s most profitable colonies.5 But this profit came off the labour of the Malayan 
workers. Today, the British can no longer hide behind their fences and barbed wire, 
across the peninsula the Malayan worker have risen up. Three of these British overseers 
have already been killed by their workers, with more likely to occur in the coming months. 
In response, the British have cracked down on all revolutionary movements, outlawed our 
labour unions, and jailed our members. The blood of the oppressor now soaks our land 
and will not stop until the last British leave the shores of our nation. 
																																																								
4 Mackay, The Malayan Emergency, 13. 
5 Mackay, The Malayan Emergency, 7.	



 
 
 
The Malayan Communist movement has a combination of urban and rural support. 

Its affiliated urban trade unions represented a major source of strength and potential 
manpower, combined with the intellectual left. The urban movement shared many 
similarities with classic Marxist doctrine, the mobilization of the urban working class as the 
primary driving force of the revolution. As the struggle progressed and the Communist 
has been forced into the countryside, it began relying more on the support of Chinese 
“squatters” and Min Yuen, poor peasants living along the borders of the jungles, for 
food, supplies, and information.6  

 
At the start of hostilities, the Communist forces are vastly outnumbered by the 

combined British and local Malayan forces. What it lacks in numbers and firepower, it 
makes up for it in its organization and battle experience. Drawing from its past 
experiences against the Imperial Japanese, the MNLA is highly capable in unconventional 
and irregular warfare, by choosing to fight in the jungles and countryside, the MNLA can 
negate the numerical and technological superiority of the British army. The ability to 
blend in with the surrounding environment is another key strength of the MNLA. While the 
MNLA can avoid short term destruction by retreating to the jungle, its long-term strategy 
needs to focus on achieving control over larger regions of the country before the British 
can respond in greater force. The commanders of the Malayan Revolution may look to 
other successful struggles as models for their path to victory. 

 
 
 

Issues 
 
 
The Central Committee under the leadership of Comrade Chin Peng have outlined the 
following as key issues that requires our attention.  
 
Ethnic Divisions 
 

The greatest issue facing the Malayan Revolution stems from the ethnic 
homogeneity within our movement. Throughout our history our ranks have been filled 
mainly by Malayan Chinese comrades. On the peninsula, our Malay brethren, secure 
within the cohesive force of Islam, have been well content with British rule and remain 
impervious to the MCP’s efforts to recruit them.7 The British have coopted the feudal 
Sultans of the different historical kingdoms of Malaya via threats and treaties, but these 
relationships are tenuous at best. Many of these feudal lords went over to the Japanese 
at the first chance during the last war and if it suits their interest they will abandon 
London again.  

																																																								
6 Emergency Regulations (Kuala Lumpur: Government Printers, 1951), 5. 
7 John Coates, Suppressing insurgency: an analysis of the Malayan Emergency, 1948-1954, (Boulder: 
Westview Press, 1992), 49.	



 
 
 
Furthermore, we must develop a concrete plan to dismantle the existing social 

structure by convincing the Malay masses to overthrow their feudal and foreign 
oppressors. Many Malays are peasants and likewise suffer the injustice of the capitalist 
colonial system. If we can show the masses the benefits of Communist government, then 
our victory is all but assured. 
 
Geography  
 

So far the jungle has provided a safe refuge for us to train, organize, and raid 
without exposing our forces to the enemy. However, our reliance on the safety of the 
jungles isolates us from the masses. The success of the People’s Revolution depends on the 
support of the Malayan people, they are however far from our current strongholds.8 For 
now, we are overly dependent on the material support from the squatter peasants 
inhabiting the jungle fringes; should the British target our main source of support it may 
force us into unfavourable engagements.  

 
While we can avoid short term destruction by retreating to the jungle, our long-

term strategy needs to focus on achieving greater control over the country before the 
British can respond in force. The commanders of the Malayan Revolution may look to 
other successful struggles as models for their path to victory. 

 
Fortress Singapore 

 
The British possession of Singapore remains a thorn in the side of our revolution. 

Protected by elements of British regular units and the Royal Navy, this bastion of British 
colonial rule must be eliminated. Prior to the British crackdown, our comrades in 
Singapore could launch city wide strikes to paralyze the British authority.9 If we can 
successfully mobilize our fifth column in the city, then the British will be forced to engage 
in a two-front war. 

 
Access to equipment 

 
Our geographic isolation from other major Communist movements has proved to 

be a strategic limitation to our cause. The most pressing concern is the lack of additional 
arms/ammunition and ability to replenish our existing stocks. Most of our current inventory 
were acquired from captured Japanese armouries or those left behind by the fleeing 
British in 1942. The factories capable of producing and replacing these essential tools 
are in the cities, currently under British control. As such, we have no method of producing 
additional arms and ammunition. This is a serious challenge for our armed forces to 
engage in a long-term struggle with the British and their lackeys. Without a steady  
 
																																																								
8 Ibid, 52. 
9 Coates, Suppressing insurgency, 16.	



 
 
 
source of arms, it will be difficult to expand our current military force and conduct large 
scale operations.10 
 

A secondary concern is our lack of modern communication equipment. Most of our 
units do not have radios and are dependent on human couriers to coordinate activity. This 
is a highly unreliable source of communication and we must correct this issue should if we 
wish to consider large scale operations.  
 

However, with the impending success of the Chinese Revolution, and the rise of 
similar movements in Indochina and Korea, it appears the days of a liberated Asia are 
fast approaching. The potential for allies from other communist movement appear to be 
more likely should we present a serious challenge to British rule in Malaysia. 

Strategies to take 
 

The limitations stated above all contribute to a difficult situation for our revolution. 
With these issues considered, we must develop a plan to defeat the British before they 
can muster their oversea forces against us. Fortunately, our intelligence has confirmed the 
British are likewise facing numerous problems of their own.  

 
Key deficiencies facing the colonial government is the lack of confidence among 

its civil authorities, particularly those in the outlying regions of the country. Many of their 
officers remain bitter over their experiences under Japanese occupation and resent the 
abandonment they suffered in 1942, their willingness to die for the Crown is very much in 
question.11  

 
The independence of India has struck a great blow to the Empire. The British are 

still reeling from the collapse of their overseas possessions. Without their crown jewel in 
Asia, if we drive them off our soil, they will be unable to return. 

 
In Europe, our Soviet comrades have liberated the entirety of Eastern Europe, the 

pressure of the impending revolution across the rest of the continent will undoubtedly 
consume the attention of the British and their allies. We should and must exploit their 
distraction from Asia to our advantage. 

 
Domestically, the British have yet to fully recover from the Second World War. 

Food rationing ended less than 6 months ago on the British Isles, clothing rationing is still 
in place; the British lion will be licking its wound for years to come. As such it should be 
expected that the British workers will be unwilling to tolerate another bloody war. 
Nonetheless, the British forces on Malaya currently outnumber our forces and this is 
unlikely to change soon. Luckily, they are forced by their capitalist elements to protect  

																																																								
10 Ibid, 62. 
11 Coates, Suppressing insurgency, 28.	



 
 
 
their commercial rubber plantations and tin mines and thus could potentially overstretch 
their forces and negate their numerical advantage! 
 
Continue with our rural Maoist strategy? 
 

The success of Maoist strategy is undisputable. Maoist People’s War stressed the 
importance of revolutionary movements control over rural regions as a base of support. It 
has enabled our Chinese comrades to achieve great success against the Kuomintang. It 
has also allowed us to endure and defeat our occupiers in the last war against Japan. 
Nonetheless many of our comrades have raised the question of its applicability to 
Malaysia, particularly given our strategic limitations listed above. 
 
Take over the cities? 

 
Most Malaysians reside in urban or near urban areas. Thus, it makes logical sense 

for us to take over these strategic areas. Control over the cities will give us a much larger 
manpower pool to fuel our movement and provide us with a steady source of income. 
However, the British have stationed troops in all the major cities, it would be risky for us 
to challenge their forces in conventional battle. Nonetheless, we have the element of 
surprise, and if we concentrate our resources it is possible for us to control some of the 
cities. Alternatively, we can mobilize the Min Yuen and engage in an urban insurgency to 
weaken British control. 
 
Political Compromise? 
 

War is an extension of politics. Some of our comrades believe our strategy should 
aim at forcing the British and Sultanate authorities to recognize the need for a power 
sharing compromise. The proposed Malay Union, scuttled by reactionary nationalists, had 
offered far more rights to the Three Races of Malaya. If we can hold out against the 
British and their Sultan puppets then we may be able to force them to negotiate a new 
deal, favourable to our cause.  
 
 
 

Recommended Readings 
 
 

− The Malayan Emergency (The Domino that Stood), by Donald Mackay: Excellent 
source on explaining the origins of the Malayan Communist Party and the ensuing 
conflict. 

− Supressing Insurgency, by John Coates: A good source on the British plan and 
response to the emergency.  
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