Saturday(12(November(2016(
St.$Bernard’s,$Langley$$7:30pm$
Verdi
Overture Force of Destiny
Smetana
Vltava
Glazunov
Violin Concerto
Vaughan
Williams
The Lark Ascending
Beethoven
Symphony No 5
Soloist: Akiko Ono (violin)

Saturday(17(December(2016(
School$Hall,$Eton$College$$7:30pm$
Mendelssohn
Bush
Delius

Symphony No 2
(Hymn of Praise)
In Praise of Mary
Sleigh Ride plus Carols

Soloists: Louise Turner (soprano)
Greg Tassell ( tenor )

Saturday(11(March(2017(
Caldicott,$Farnham$Royal$$7:30pm$
MacCunn

The Land of the Mountain
and the Flood
Beethoven Piano Concerto No 4
Finzi
Eclogue for Piano and Strings
Schumann Symphony No 4
Soloist: Sam Armstrong (piano)

Saturday(13(May(2017(
St.$Bernard’s,$Langley$$7:30pm$
Mozart
Requiem Mass
Vaughan Williams Serenade to Music
Tchaikovsky
Swan Lake (excerpts)
Soloists: Elisabeth Toye (soprano), Jennifer
Westwood (contralto), William Branston
(tenor) Jonathan Wood (bass)

Our concert season opens with one of Verdi's most dramatic operatic overtures, followed by
Akiko
Smetana's famous musical portrait of the Vltava river as it flows past scenes of the Czech
Ono
countryside, on through Prague and away into the distance. We welcome back Akiko Ono,
following her dazzling performance earlier in the year, to play Glazunov's Violin Concerto.
This glorious and tuneful Romantic showpiece is in two parts, the first gently lyrical, the
second a jaunty and exuberant finale, containing spectacular displays of technical bravura.
After the interval, Akiko will play the piece which stays at the top of Classic FM's ‘ Most
Wanted ’ list, The Lark Ascending, a perfect representation of a still summer's day in the
English countryside as the lark climbs, soars and trills its song high above. The concert ends
with the most famous symphony of all, whose power and originality burst through no matter
how many times you hear it.
Our first choral concert features a first performance by Slough Philharmonic: Mendelssohn's
Louise Turner
Choral Symphony Hymn of Praise. Taking Beethoven's Ninth Symphony as his model, the
composer created a stirring symphonic cantata in which the world unites in a triumphant
song of praise. It contains the famous duet " I waited for the Lord," and to sing the soprano
solos we welcome back Louise Turner following her glorious singing in Dove's There was a
Child in May 2016. In Praise of Mary for soprano solo, chorus and orchestra is a musical
setting of words from medieval English carols; at times reflective, at others dramatic. The
delightful Sleigh Ride for orchestra by Delius conjures up a sound picture of falling snow
and jingling horses. To bring home the spirit of Christmas, well known carols will be sung
at the conclusion of the concert, including some for audience, chorus and orchestra.
MacCunn's Overture brings a strong Scottish flavour to the opening of this orchestral
concert, the signature tune for 'Sutherland's Law' in the 70's. Stern, wild, yet lyrical it paints
a picture of the sprawling Scottish landscape, a remarkable achievement for an eighteenyear-old. We welcome back the superb pianist Sam Armstrong to perform Beethoven's
most daringly personal concerto, remarkable for its outer tenderness and underlying
intensity. The thoughtful dialogue between the piano and the orchestra in the slow
movement is followed by an exhilarating finale, culminating in a jubilant coda. Finzi's
Eclogue, or 'pastoral dialogue' is a short work of exquisite beauty and passion, full of
sumptuous and calming melodies, a gentle reflection of the English countryside.
Schumann's Fourth Symphony is an intense and dramatic work, revolutionary in structure,
and one of the most exhilarating works in the Romantic repertoire.

Greg Tassell

Sam Armstrong

Mozart's Requiem is filled with suffering, anger and quiet beauty, written by a man still Elisabeth Toye Jennifer Westwood
young knowing he is near his own death. It is a dark work in parts, containing some of the
composer's most powerful music. The mysterious circumstances of the Requiem's
commission, and fact that it was left incomplete by a dying Mozart, have ensured a
continuing fascination with this, his last composition. Originally written for sixteen soloists,
we perform the Serenade to Music in the version for four soloists, chorus and orchestra. The
text, taken from Shakespeare's The Merchant of Venice is one of the most beautiful short
choral works ever written in the English language. We end this concert with the Suite from
Swan Lake, the most famous of all Tchaikovsky's great ballet scores. It contains many
memorable tunes from the rising oboe melody to the Dance of the Swans and the Waltz.
Jonathan Wood
William Branston

