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Change a Child’s Story

Thank you for your continued support of “Change a Child’s Story”.
Your generous donations have allowed the Kindergarten, First
Grade, and Second Grade teachers at Lincoln Elementary School
to dream big as they choose appropriate books for us to give their
students. We have over a dozen faithful Reading Buddies who spend
about an hour a week listening to kids read books to them. It’s oneon-one time with some delightful young folk, and everyone benefits
from it.
Also, due to your generosity, we will have approximately $5,500 to
spend on new books. Our goal is to purchase one new book for each
student, and then to help build the classroom libraries.
The Lincoln Students are tracking their
reading time and have set a goal to “Read to
the Moon”: one minute = one mile. This has
been a great success, and they’ve discovered
that the moon isn’t far enough, and they may
read all the way to Mars!
Change a Child’s Story promotes reading
because children who read are more engaged
in the world around them and are more likely
to succeed in every stage of life. Want to get
involved? See Lisa in the church office.

thoughts from Steve
Thoughts from Steve
Most of us start the New Year by changing our calendars. Down comes 2015, and up goes
2016. Time for a change! We at First United Methodist Church of Cedar Falls are all about
change – changing the world. This is my challenge to you in 2016 – Change the World in the
name of Jesus Christ!
I have a change dish on my bed stand that I have used for years. For years it had become a
nightly ritual to empty my change in the dish. As the change accumulated I would use it to
support a mission project. From Heifer Project to UNICEF, I was always surprised how the
pennies, nickels, dimes and quarters would add up to dollars. My spare change was used to
change the world!

Janet and I would like
to share our appreciation
for your thoughtful and
generous gifts during
this wonderful season
of celebrating Christ’s
birth. You make us feel
so warmly appreciated as
we serve Christ together.
We wish you happiness
and many blessings in
this New Year.
May blessings be yours
in 2016!
-Steve and Janet

In December as I was installing the new officers of the United Methodist Women I gave
them the same challenge to change the world in 2016. Of all the groups in our church the
UMW knows how change adds up, and can be used to make a difference in the world. They
have been doing it for years with their Thank Offering. I gave them each a quarter to remind
them that we can “change” the world.
So I am declaring that in 2016 we continue to “Change the World” with these three
challenges:
1). Change the way we promote ourselves to others. How many churches do you know have
built a Medical Clinic in Nigeria? Think of the many other things we do locally and around the
globe that make a difference in people’s lives. This is who we are, and we have been doing it
for many years, but I don’t think many people know that in our community. Tell people our
story, and invite them to come and join us as we seek to change people’s lives in the name of
Jesus Christ.
2). We have adopted Change a Child’s Story through our partnership with Lincoln School.
There are many ways you can plug in to change a child’s life. We need volunteers to read to
students. Currently, we have 13 volunteers, and I would like to see us double that number.
The time is very rewarding in encouraging a child to read. You can also give some “change” to
help purchase books for the students. Each book will have a label with our name on it.
3). Choose one of the projects where we are already changing people’s lives – you will realize
how a “little change” can make a BIG difference in someone’s life:
• Women at the Well – we are in partnership with this Prison Ministry at the Women’s
Prison in Mitchellville. You can simply pray for our Re-entry teams who are serving as
mentors to help newly released women to stay on the right track. You can also donate to
purchase Bibles for the ministry.
• Banyam Theological Seminary – it only takes $100 a month to supply the new Medical
Clinic with medical supplies and a part-time Medical Professional to serve in the clinic. A
“little change” goes a long way to make a difference in Nigeria!
• WeeCare – is one of the quiet ministries we have been doing for several years in helping
young mothers with supplying them with diapers, bottles, baby lotion, etc that they
cannot purchase with Food Stamps. These are mothers and babies who really need our
help.
Let us work together in 2016 to Change the World in the name of Jesus Christ !
Have a blessed New Year –

Pastor Steve

worship
Chase the Winter Blues Sunday – January 31

By the end of January it is looking like a loooong winter with dark, cold snowy days. Both
of our Traditional Services will be taken over by a Dixieland Band to help lift our spirits and
shake the winter blues away. The band will be made up of our very own Bill Shepherd, Les
Aldrich, Doug Shaffer and Pastor Steve! Join them in singing old toe-tapping favorites like
“Just a Closer Walk” and “When the Saints Come Marching In.” Come dressed in bright colors
and wear a warm smile!

Fusion in Transformation

A year ago we reformed our Wednesday night worship into Fusion Tonight, which is worship
in the form of a late-night talk show. If you’re curious about what Fusion is, but not curious
enough to have shown up on a Wednesday night, you’ll get one chance to see it on a Sunday
morning. Pastor Franklin will be
gone in January, and for just one
Sunday, we’ll be bringing Fusion
to the Transformation stage on
January 31.
Fusion is: both fun & serious. It is
a real worship venue with prayers,
offering and a message, but
also includes open mic time, Jon
Cooper as host, Jake Sandvick as
announcer and our house band,
Chester & the Cheetos.
Fusion isn’t: that youth thing.
Honestly, if you still think of Fusion
as a youth thing, you really haven’t
been paying attention. Fusion is for ALL ages, and in fact, has been quite seriously “adult”
from time to time. Please join us January 31, when we bring Fusion to Transformation.

A Cool Thing About Our Church

I (chris c) love that our church empowers our laity to be active participants in worship. We
encourage our members to explore and share their faith, AND we provide venues to do so.
Wanna preach? The mics are warmed up and waiting at Fusion and at Washington Chapel.
We are beginning our seventh month of our partnership with Washington Chapel and it has
been a blessing to everyone involved. This little white church in the country has a charm
all its own, and the congregation is warm and inviting. They care for each other, and are
welcoming to young and old. Washington Chapel is just north of Cedar Falls at the corner of
Ford and W Bennington Roads. Services begin at 10:30 every Sunday morning. Feel free to
join them for worship and to support your friends from First.
Here are the speakers for January:
January 3 –Jaymee Glenn-Burns
January 10 – Darren Derhammer
January 17 – Shawna Brimm
January 24 – Pat Cole
Our own Jordan Derhammer
has been serving as Washington
Chapel’s worship leader since
July. The sign shows what they
think of the job she’s been doing.
Congratulations, JD!

Communion Sunday

- January 10
We will gather for Holy Communion
for the first time in our new year on
Sunday, January 10. We will be using
part of John Wesley’s Covenant Services
to rededicate ourselves to serving Christ.
The Traditional Service will be using
the new kneeling pads with the rails for
Communion. All services will allow quiet
time for personal prayer as we prepare
ourselves for the New Year.

Pulpit Swap

– Sunday, January 24
We are having our third annual Pulpit
Swap on Sunday, January 24. This
is really a test of faith as the pastors
exchange pulpits. We will be blessed
to have Rev. Scott Meador from
First United Methodist Church of
Independence for the 8:30 and 11:00
a.m. Traditional Services. Pastor Steve
will be preaching at Kimball Ave United
Methodist Church in Waterloo. (Pastor
Franklin will be on vacation this Sunday,
and the service will be served by a Lay
Speaker.) Let’s celebrate that we are one
in Christ!

Start a Daily Devotion

The new year is a great time to start
something new - like a daily devotion.
It isn’t hard to do so. As you’re sitting
there with your first cup of coffee in the
morning, log onto aboutfirst.com and
click the link to The Upper Room (also
available in print form at the church).
The Upper Room magazine’s mission is to
provide a model of practical Christianity
and to help people feel invited into
God’s presence.
Every day a short story, a related Bible
verse and a short prayer will get you
focused and centered on Christ. It only
takes a couple of minutes to read, but it
will give you something to think about
all day long.
Find the print version on the literature
rack outside the church office. It costs
a cheap, cheap cheapo, cheap $1.25 a
month. If you can’t cough-up that kind
of cash, the online version is free.

home
Altar Flowers

The altar flower calendar for 2016 is at
the Welcome Center. Sign up now to
recognize a special date or to honor a
loved one with flowers for the altar. Have
the flowers delivered to the church on
Friday, please.

Community Meals Update

Community Meals was suspended
after the meal on December 15. This
ecumenical meal has served the
community for nearly 34 years. It has
fed many guests with limited resources,
as well as providing a social outing for
many.
On December 1, the group of
coordinating churches discussed many
new opportunities available to serve
the needs of our community and will
meet again in January to continue these
discussions. The date and time of the
meeting will be posted in the bulletin
when it is available.

Annual Chili and Soup Cook-off Sunday, January 31

It’s “throw down time” for all chili and
soup Masters! Our Fun and Fellowship
Committee is sponsoring this special
event on Sunday, January 31. We want
to give everyone plenty of time to begin
perfecting their recipes!
Each contestant will need to bring a Crock
Pot of Chili or Soup. The Committee
will provide little cups and spoons for
people to sample your soup. Each person
attending will be given two tickets to
vote on their favorite. We will have one
winner for soup, and another winner for
chili. Entries are expected to have recipes
available to share.
The event will be held in the Gathering Place. Please bring desserts to share on our dessert
table. The Fun and Fellowship Committee will supply drinks and dinnerware. Competition
and lunch will begin at 11:00 a.m. and voting will end at 12:30 p.m.
This year the Youth will be providing a Photo Booth! Take a family portrait or group picture
with your friends. There will be an array of disguises and hats to choose from to add to the
fun of getting your “snapshot.”
Make your plans to enter or just come and enjoy the great food and good fun! Registration
will begin Sunday, January 24.

Thanks to all who have made
Community Meals such a successful
program. Please pray as the churches
in our community meet in January to
reflect on the current needs of the area
and our responses to those needs.

Got extra dining dollars?

Some of our Western Home Community
members find that their lives are too
busy and full to use all their dining
dollars for sit-down meals at home.
Every quarter we get wonderful (and
much appreciated) donations of frozen
hamburger patties, ham, cookies, etc.
from these busy folks who spend their
unused dining dollars on foods to
support our Wednesday night Filling
Station meals. This helps us plan
nutritious and affordable meals for
our families and friends who count on
this meal before the Wednesday night
classes and events. Thanks to all of
our friends at the Western Home who
support our ministries in this way.

What Are We Going To Do About This?

At a recent Sunday morning fellowship time, the snack table had just a couple bowls of
carrots. Don’t get me wrong, the carrots were fine: crisp, crunchy and tasty. But, there was
about an acre of empty table space which could have been filled with all kinds of good stuff
to share. If you like eating on Sunday morning, help us fill this table. Make it a habit. Choose
one Sunday a month to bring your favorite cookies, bars, breads, dips, chocolate covered
ants, or whatever. God will provide what we need, but we have to bring the snacks.

news
Welcome Jenna!

Our new Christian Education Coordinator is now
on-board. As Jenna Engel gets settled into her
new role, be sure to introduce yourself (wearing
your name tag will be a huge help!), and let her
know how you are available to help. You’ll be able
to reach Jenna in the church office during regular
business hours, or by emailing jenna.engel@
aboutfirst.com.
It’s always fun to get to know someone new, here
are some basics in Jenna’s own words:
I was born and raised in Fort Dodge and moved to
Cedar Falls to attend UNI. I graduated with a degree
in Family Services. At a young age I knew I wanted
to work with children and adults. I am a people
person, I love getting to know families and what they enjoy doing together and as individuals.
I want to make sure that when someone gives up their time to help out that it will be work or an
activity that they will enjoy.
My husband and I reside in Cedar Falls with our 4 year old twins boys. One of the things that
has kept us here is the sense of community. Since I have been shadowing Jan my heart has
been overwhelmed with the openness that I have felt here. Changing careers is never an easy
decision but I truly feel God placed me here for a reason and I intend on doing the best job I can
at serving the congregation and Christ.
As a family we enjoy being outside. In the Spring and Summer we take advantage of the
wonderful trail system here in Cedar Falls. Our favorite place to visit as a family is Big Woods
Lake where we enjoy biking and kayaking. My boys are very active so we play, paint, color,
watch movies - anything to keep them busy and having fun.
My family and I look forward to growing in our faith and being able to do that in a church as
welcoming as First United Methodist is a true blessing. I look forward to meeting everyone and
being your Christian Education Coordinator.

Big Mortgage Progress

As we neared the end of 2015, a number
of us got caught-up on our building fund
pledges, and some non-pledged funds
were contributed, as well. This newsletter
was published before the final figures were
in. As of Christmas Eve, we were able to
reduce our mortgage principal amount by
$36,000 in the month of December. So,
thanks for your contributions. Every extra
dollar that we pay now, in the 4th year of
our mortgage, will result in huge savings in
the years to come.

The Total Is....

Thanks to your generosity (and CFU’s
price adjustment) our church now owns
41 CFU Solar Shares. Our dividend for
this investment will be a credit on our
monthly electricity bills for the next
twenty years. Our investment also means
that our church is a partner in exploring
and developing clean energy sources
for our community. Thanks for your
contributions!

Choir Receives New Robes

Our Chancel Choir received new robes just
in time for Christmas! Thank you to the
family of Joe and Yvonne Waller. The robes
were purchased in memory their parents.
(Yvonne just passed away on Thanksgiving
Day.) Their memorial gift purchased the
robes, stoles and acolyte robes.

events
January 5 - Food Bank Work Crew

Here’s a fun and easy way to help the food insecure in our
community……
Mark your calendar for Tuesday, January 5 to help at the Food Bank
at 1605 Lafayette Street in Waterloo. Let Lisa know if you want
to carpool from the church (north parking lot at 5:30pm), or get
yourself to the Food Bank and come into the Volunteer Entrance.
We’ll be there from 6:00 to no later than 8:00pm.

January 5 - Grief Support Session

January 23-Scrapbuddies

Join us for scrapbooking/crafting, devotions, fellowship and food.
Open to anyone ages 16 and on up. We meet at 9:00am in the
Gathering Place, and stay until we feel like leaving! Bring a snack
to share and your own lunch. Can’t join us this time? Mark the next
three dates on your calendar (February 27, March 26, April 23), and
contact Karla Blackford or Hope Timmerman with any questions.

LifeServe Blood Drive – January 25

It is not only okay to talk about a loved one who has died, it is
essential for healing to occur. Telling your story and sharing
memories helps keep your loved one’s memory alive and helps you
heal. This time after the holiday season is over can be especially
difficult. Monthly support sessions are sponsored by the FUMC
Grief Support Team and provide a safe, confidential setting. Our
first meeting for 2016 will be held on Tuesday, January 5th from
2:00 to 3:30 pm in the church parlor. If you have any questions,
please call the church office at 266-1713.

We are now the official Cedar Falls site for Life Serve Blood
Drives. We’ll host almost every month, generally the last Monday
afternoon. Our Gathering Place has worked well for their mobile
drives, and the LifeServe staff is always impressed with the cookies
our members donate.
We are hosting the blood drive on Monday, January 25 from 1:305:30. Donors, cookie bakers, and hosts are needed. Sign up to
donate at www.lifeservebloodcenter.org. Use the sign-up sheet
at the Welcome Center to let Lisa know if you can bring cookies or
chat and serve cookies to the donors for an hour or so.

January 12 - Staff Gets Hammered

January 30 - Eagle Project for House of Hope

The church staff is making this a Habitat work day. Volunteers will
be in our church office while Pastor Steve, Jenna, Lisa, Chris, Becca,
and Flo will spend the day swinging hammers and paint brushes
at a Habitat for Humanity build site. Wanna help? Bring us lunch!
Check the Reaching Out pages for more information on how YOU
can help at a Habitat build site this winter.

January 12 - Card-Making Party

Beat the January blahs! Come in from the cold to the Gathering
Place on Tuesday, January 12th anytime between 1:00 and 5:00
pm for a card making session sponsored by the CCT ministries. This
is a come-and-go event with no experience necessary. Bring a
snack to share if you’d like. Cards will be used to send to members
of the congregation or for the card rack just across from the office.
More information will be coming next month with amounts we
have given to various local agencies during 2015. This quarter the
money from sales will be donated to the Iowa Heartland Habitat for
Humanity.

January 21 - First Friends Potluck

Everyone is welcome! Spend some time enjoying good food, card
games, dominos, cribbage, etc. Fellowship is an important part of
the gathering. Check us out! Come and get better acquainted with
others in the church. Couples and singles are welcome. Bring a dish
to share and your own table service. We meet on the third Thursday
of every month from noon until 2 pm in the Gathering Place. Need
more information? Phone Arlene Fleming at 266-3322.

Jason Rathjen from Troop 44 is hosting a household item drive
benefiting the House of Hope in Waterloo for his Eagle Project. It
will be held on Saturday, January 16th from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the
Gathering Place of First United Methodist Church in Cedar Falls.
The most needed items are: sensitive baby formula, children’s
medication, all sizes of diapers, wipes, paper products, basic
kitchenware (pots, pans, silverware etc.), and women’s and children’s
clothing. All kitchenware, and clothing must be in like new condition.
Formula, medication, diapers, wipes and paper product must be
new and unopened. All donations are tax deductible.

Every Thursday - Zumba

Zumba with us on Thursdays at 5:30 pm in our Fellowship Hall! A
free-will contribution of a couple of bucks is appreciated. Contact
mary.friedrich@cfu.net if you have questions. Come and dance...it’s
never too late to join us on this fun fitness adventure!

Winter Weather Policies

Worship
This is Iowa and it is winter and weather happens. When winter
weather gets bad the pastors will decide if changes should be
made to the worship schedule.
Weekly Activities
Cedar Falls Schools will be our guide. If Cedar Falls Schools have
cancelled classes or dismissed early then church activities will also
be cancelled for the rest of the day and evening.
Cancellations will be broadcast on both KWWL Channel 7 and
KCRG Television Channel 9 and posted online at aboutfirst.com.
We’ll also try to get the word out on facebook and twitter. We also
ask that you use your best judgement and do not venture out into
dangerous weather.

january calendar
Recurring Weekly:
Sunday

8:00 prayer in the chapel
8:30 Transformation Worship
8:30 Traditional Service, sanctuary
9:30 Fellowship time, Gathering Place
9:45 Sunday School for all ages
10:30 Washington Chapel Worship
11:00 Traditional Service, sanctuary
6:00 Les Cloches d’Or rehearsal, sanctuary
7:30 Chapel Ringers rehearsal, sanctuary
6:00-9:00 Perspectives, beginning Jan 10

Tuesday

7:00 Men’s Breakfast
9:30-1:00 Quilters/Stitchers, 059
6:30 Transformation Band, Fellowship Hall
6:30-8:00 men’s group
7:00-9:00 AA, 055

Wednesday

9:00 Women Connected by Prayer, parlor
5:15 AA, 055
5:15-6:00 Filling Station*. Gathering Place
5:15-5:45 children’s choir*, choir room
5:45-7:15 Mommy Maintenance*, parlor
6:00-7:15 BLAST*
6:00 Youth Group*, 3rd floor
6:00-7:15 Men’s group*, 059
6:15-7:30 Tower Bell rehearsal, sanctuary
6:30 WOW AA, 055
7:15 Fusion*, theater
7:30-8:30 Chancel Choir rehearsal, choir rm
8:15 Coffee Talk*, GP
* weekly, beginning Jan 13

Thursday

THURSDAY January 7

9:30 Metro Cluster, library
6:00 Perspectives Coord Team, Gath Place

SATURDAY January 9
School for Lay Ministry

SUNDAY January 10

Communion at all services
Sunday School resumes
Remove your Christmas tree by today
10:30 Washington Chapel
– Darren Derhamm
2:00-4:00 take down Christmas decor
4:00 set up for Perspectives registration
6:00-9:00 Perspectives begins, GP

MONDAY January 11

5:30 first kids board, 056
6:30-9:30 PEO meeting, library
6:30 HOME Team, chapel
6:30ish, Cub Scouts, Fellowship Hall
7:00 Boy Scouts PLC, 055
7:00-9:00 Met Choral rehearsal, sanctuary

TUESDAY January 12

8:30-3:30 Church Staff works at Habitat
1:00-5:00 Cardmaking, Gathering Place
1:30 Miriam Circle Bible Study, library
6:30 Fun & Fellowship, library
6:30 Prayer Team, chapel

WEDNESDAY January 13

2:00 Communion Service, Western Hm
7:15 Fusion, Franklin Livingston

5:30-6:30 Zumba, Fellowship Hall
7:00 Transformation Band, Fellowship Hall

THURSDAY January 14

Also Scheduled....

FRIDAY January 15

FRIDAY January 1 , 2016

New Year’s Day, church office closed

SUNDAY January 3

10:30 Washington Chapel – Jaymee GB
No bell rehearsals

MONDAY January 4

1:00 Dorothy Sheerer memorial service
630-9:00 SM Supervision, 057/058/060

TUESDAY January 5

2:00-3:30 Grief support, parlor
5:30 Webelos, 058
6:00 Transformation Design Team, library
6:00 Food Bank Work Crew

6:30 SPRC, 057

3:45-5:15 Girl Scouts

SUNDAY January 17

10:30 Washington Chapel – Shawna Brimm
4:00 Girl Scout lock-in – third floor

MONDAY January 18

No school MLK jr day
Girl Scout lock-in continues until 4:00pm
4:00-5:00 Lincoln Girl Scouts, 055
5:45-7:45 Healthy Cooking, kitchen
6:30- Worship Committee, library
7:00-9:00 Met Choral rehearsal, sanctuary

WEDNESDAY January 20

February Newsletter Deadline
9:30-11:30 MOMs group, library and gym
11:00 Windsor Care Chapel Service
7:15 FUSION, Pat Cole

THURSDAY January 21

12:00 1st Friends Potluck, Gathering Place

SATURDAY January 23

9:00-5:00 Scrapbuddies , GP

SUNDAY January 24

10:30 Washington Chapel – Pat Cole
noon Grief Support Potluck

MONDAY January 25

1:30-5:30 Blood Drive, Gathering Place
7:00-9:00 Met Choral rehearsal, sanctuary

TUESDAY January 26

1:30 Miriam Circle Bible Study, library

WEDNESDAY January 27

2:00 Communion Service, Windermere
7:15 FUSION- John Roy

FRIDAY January 29

Noon newsletter labeling
3:45-5:15 Girl Scouts

SATURDAY January 30

11:00-2:00 Eagle Scout project for
House of Hope item drive –Gathering Place

TUESDAY December 29
No Community Meal

SUNDAY January 31

8:30 & 11:00 Dixieland Band
8:30 Fusion @ Transformation
10:30 Washington Chapel, Jake Sandvick
11:00-12:30 Soup & Chili Cookoff

Learn & Grow

Thanks From Jan

It has been a joy and life changing
journey to serve these past 17 ½ years
as the Christian Education Coordinator.
Getting to know you and your faith
journey helped me be who I am today.
I would like to thank the Staff Parish
Relation Committee for the wonderful
celebration and gift on December 20th.
It was very humbling to receive all
those hugs and greetings. Thank you to
the entire congregation for the special
notes, kind words and generous “Love
Gifts” that were received during this past
month.
As I say “good-bye” as a member of
the church staff I want to thank you
for being so faithful and generous to
support the education ministry of the
church and the “Hoover Family”. If there
was a need, you were always there and
willing to help...sending a child to camp,
build a Christmas program prop, paint a
classroom, clean cupboards, complete
a take-home project, donate food
items for a meal, cook or serve a meal,
sort crayons, support the Angel Tree,
pray, donate cash, teach a child, youth
or adult class…. the list would fill this
newsletter. You have always been there
for the Hoover family through many
family emergencies and celebrations
and because of that you will always
hold a special place in our hearts. As I
transition Dean and I are looking forward
to taking camping trips, golfing, walking,
biking, and traveling to spend more time
together with family.
I will end my last message to you with
the blessing that is from Num.6:24-26.
May the Lord bless you and protect you.
May the Lord make his face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
May the Lord lift up his face to you and
grant you peace. Amen

Jan Hoover

Big Questions?

Why Do Bad things Happen to Good People? How does Science fit in with God? If I fully
believe in God will it make a difference in my life? All 7th-12th graders are invited to join us
Wednesday nights as we kick off starting January 13th! Come for the Filling Station at 5:15,
then stay for youth group at6:00-7:15pm. Our Wednesday nights will always be fun, will
always allow for digging into the BIG questions that are heavy on our minds.

Namesake

Namesake is a six-week Bible study that explores the transformational power of God
through the stories of biblical characters who met God and whose lives were changed
forever. As you meet Abraham and Sarah, Jacob, Naomi, Daniel, Peter, and the unnamed
woman, you will discover that God wants to be just as intimately involved in your story.
The participant book contains five daily readings per week, each including Scripture,
reflections, questions and prayer. Included are stories of contemporary people that help to
reinforce the biblical themes. Namesake will begin January 13 with the Women Connected
by Prayer group which meets from 9:00 - 10:30 a.m. on Wednesday mornings. Cost of
the book is $12. Contact Jan Benson by Tuesday, Jan 5 to get your copy.

learn & grow
Join the Prayer Team

There are no try-outs for this team. You
don’t have to be a varsity pray-er. As a
team, we pray together, and talk about
ways to strengthen the prayer life of our
congregation.
We plan to continue to offer a variety
of prayer opportunities. On a monthly
basis the Prayer Team places prayer
resources in the chapel, and you are
welcome to stop in any time and use
them.

Change Your Vision of the World

See the world like Jesus does. Dive into God’s word and the story of his work on the earth.
Learn to live your life with eternal significance and purpose. This is a class for people who are
serious about understanding the world Christian movement, and the importance of personal
evangelism. Register for Perspectives on the World Christian Movement at perspectives.org.
This year the class will be hosted at 1st United Methodist, Cedar Falls, Sunday evenings - Jan
10 – Apr 24, 2016 (no class on Easter Sunday), 6:00 – 8:45 pm. Babysitting provided. $100
scholarship for 1st Methodist members or students involved with the Wesley Foundation.
Are you still on the fence? Attend the first two classes at no charge to see if this is something
that appeals to you. For more information, email cfperspectives@gmail.com or talk to alumni
from this church (Jan Benson, Jerry Bernard, Lisa Congdon, Rus & Tony DeBonis, Jan Hoover).
It’s a fascinating class that will change your life.

Prayer Team meets every 2nd Tuesday
of the month at 6:30 in the chapel.
Each month we begin by exploring
different prayer opportunities that we
can offer to the you. The remaining
time is spent praying for prayer
blessings and concerns. Anyone
is welcome to join us. Contact Jim
Larson, Sue Ney, Genny Van Dorn,
Debbie Dance or Jan Hoover with any
questions.

Children Ministry Needs You
Sundays & Wednesdays!
Children Ministry is in need of
substitutes, and short term leaders;
if you are interested in signing up,
please contact Jenna Engel for more
information.

is YOUR church night!

Our Wednesday nights are packed with something for everyone’s body and soul. A church is
more than Sunday morning - it’s a family of people of faith who “do life” together. “Do life”
with us on Wednesday nights. All of these programs start on January 13:
5:15 - 6:00
5:15 - 6:00
6:00 - 7:10
6:00 - 7:15
6:00 - 7:15
6:00 - 7:15
6:00 - 7:30
7:15 - 8:00
7:30 - 8:30
8:00 		

The Filling Station - a meal for everyone.
Children’s Choir
Jr & Sr High Youth
BLAST! (for kids)
Mommy Maintenance
Men’s Group (Wednesday Warriors)
Tower Bells
FUSION Tonight - live talk show / worship
Chancel Choir
Coffee Talk (hosted by The Flock) y’all come

Filling Station Starts Jan 13

Wednesday “Filling Station” will resume,
January 14 serving 5:15–6:00 p.m.
Cost of Meal: Donation
We are excited to get started again,
if you would like to help plan menus,
shop, donate desserts or other items,
cook in the afternoon, serve or clean-up
please contact Jenna Engel

BLAST Resumes Jan 13

6:00pm-7:15. Children preschool-6th.
If you would like to help with upper or
early elementary kids please contact
Jenna Engel.

reaching out
CWS Blanket Reports
January – June 2015

Mexico 210 lightweight blankets to partner
Emigrant Safety and Service
Domestic Shipments
Illinois 90 heavyweight blankets to Reach
Out Ministries, Inc. in Riverdale for distribution
to homeless in the area.
Indiana 240 heavyweight blankets to
Central Christian Church in Indianapolis for
distribution to homeless and disadvantaged.
Kentucky 210 heavyweight, 180 lightweight,
and 40 baby blankets to Sisters of Hope
Community Outreach in Garrett for
distribution to homeless and economically
disadvantaged, in response to Spring flooding.
Montana 60 heavyweight blankets and
40 baby blankets to Fort Peck Tribes for
distribution to homeless and economically
disadvantaged in the area.

January Mission Focus: Church World Service Blankets +

January is great month to appreciate a warm blanket, and Rainbow Task Force is promoting
Church World Service Blankets+ this month. Contributions to CWS Blankets and CWS Tools
mean Church World Service will be ready to help families around the world recover from
disasters and displacement. What’s more, we’ll be there to help people gain the resources
and develop the skills necessary to build – or rebuild – sustainable lives and communities.
Some ways your support plays out in real life:
•Through homeless shelters and warming stations that offered warm CWS Blankets and
relief for individuals during dangerously cold weather like the arctic blast that hit the
Midwest in January 2014.
•Through CWS relief and recovery assistance to communities in Illinois, Indiana, Missouri,
Ohio and Kentucky following a November 2013 outbreak of tornadoes, hail and high winds.
•Through tools, seeds and microcredit loans for members of CWS-supported agricultural
co-ops in rural, poverty-prone communities in Haiti.
Check out the display of blankets in the Gathering Place to see just what kind of blanket your
$10 donation will provide. And to sweeten the deal, each of your $10 donations will also add
two quilt squares to the display blanket. At the end of January, the colorful squares of fabric
will be made into quilts for foster children as well as “comfort quilts”. The comfort quilts is a
project of First Quilters and Stitchers. These quilts are given to those in our congregation or
friends who need some comfort after surgery, during an illness or cancer treatments. Many
thanks to the FUMC stitchers for helping with this part of our January mission project.

New York 120 heavyweight blankets to Good
Shepherd Catholic Community in Moravia for
distribution to homeless and disadvantaged.
Ohio 120 lightweight and 90 heavyweight
blankets to Church of the Ascension Episcopal
Church in Middletown for homeless shelter
distribution. 60 heavyweight blankets to
David’s United Church of Christ for homeless
shelter distribution. 30 heavyweight blankets
to Epworth United Methodist Church for
distribution to homeless in the area.
Utah 450 heavyweight blankets to
Crossroads Urban
Center, Salt Lake
City, for distribution
to homeless and
disadvantaged
.
Washington 30
heavyweight blankets
to First Presbyterian
Church in Everett
for homeless shelter
distribution.
120 heavyweight
blankets to Olympia
First United Methodist
Church, Olympia, for
shelter distribution.

CWS works overseas in the developing world, and
here in the USA, too. Tornadoes, fires and floods
happen everywhere, and a CWS blanket means a
lot to someone who is cold and wet and has just
lost everything.

Reaching Out
Rainbow Missions Explained

Ever wonder why our missions committee is called the Rainbow Task Force? It is because
of an Iowa Annual Conference program which encourages local churches to spread their
mission dollars over a variety of categories, each represented by a color of the rainbow.
That’s not too hard to understand, but then the conference gets its metaphors all mixed up
and treats the rainbow as an obstacle to overcome and throws in first, second and third-mile
designations for how well a church goes under, over, or through their rainbow. Below, we’ll
walk you through the miles and the colors and we’ll show you how we’re doing.
First Mile: this means a church is pretty much just looking at their rainbow from a distance,
and not trying to reach it. To be a first-mile church simply means that apportionments are
paid in full at the end of the year. Apportionments are a church’s share of the administrative
costs of our denomination. Think of it as our “taxes” to support the global United Methodist
Church. How do we rate? Paid in full.
Second Mile: here’s where we get into the colors of the rainbow. Our rainbow has seven
colors, each representing a mission category. A second mile church will give $6 per member
to world hunger (green) and $1 per member to the other color categories. How are we
doing? Here are our figures as of the end of November:

Color		

Category			

$ goal		

$ given

Red		

International Mission

992		

4,135

Orange

United States Missions		

992		

3,727

Yellow

UMCOR				992		12,533

Green

International Hunger

Blue		

Iowa UMC Projects		

Imagine No Malaria, Haiti Medical Mission Support
Red Bird Mission & others

Ingathering Kits, CWS Blankets, disaster relief contributions

5,952		

Community Meals, CROP Walk, Feed My Starving Children,
Heifer Project, NE Iowa Food Bank

992

Iowa Nigeria Partnership, Banyam Seminary, Change a Child’s Story

992		

8,000+
20,400

Indigo

Parish Development		

Purple

Special Offerings			992		 2,650

Women at the Well & others

5,700

you find these offering envelopes in your Sunday bulletins

Third Mile: also called “over the rainbow” means that a church has given an additional $1 per
member to local and institutional giving and an additional $2 per member for missionary
support. Here’s our standing as of November 30:

Local & Institutional				992		17,500
Love INC, Threehouse, Reggie’s Sleepout, Hospitality House,
pastor’s discretionary fund, & others

Missionary Support			

1,984

support of Jane and Larry Kies at Africa University in Zimbabwe

will exceed

These figures only account
for the financial giving of
First UMC. We also support
many of these missions with
our prayers, our presence,
gifts in kind, our service,
and our witness. Countless
volunteer hours are donated
by dozens of our church
members to show Christ to
the community, the nation,
and the world.
As you can see, our church
members are extremely
generous. May God bless all
that we have given to help
so many in need. Thank you
all for your support, and may
God bless you as well.
Lisa Congdon
Rainbow Missions Taskforce Chair

mission news
Mission Trips

Mission and the Mall (of America)

Contact Lisa Congdon in the church office
and share your ideas. There may be ways
that the church can help you realize your
mission vision.

Midwest Mission Distribution Center

Do you have an idea for a church mission
for work, learning or evangelism?

Christmas Window

The Children’s Christmas program was
held December 13 at 10:00a.m.
Thank you to:
• Laura Terlip for directing the program
• Janet Williams and Anna Dvorak
music leaders
• Doug Shaffer, organ
• The teachers who helped prepare
the children: Julee Bernard, Kevin
Bernard, Jodi Johnson, Dee Ulrich,
Laura Wilson, Christina Wyckoff,
Corrie Sink, Maty Ulrich, Jane
Wyckoff, Laura Terlip, Ronnie
Bankston and Marissa Ulrich
• Barry and Chris Dvorak, Stephanie
and Jim Buchs
• Chris Congdon and Christian Stow,
Sound and Technology
• Nick Teig, Carpenter of Christmas
Window
• The parents who are so supportive of
the children ministry area.

Another chance to get a hair net!
Becca Nims has reserved 15 volunteer spots at the “Feed My Starving Children” warehouse in
Eagan MN for Monday, March 14 from 9:30-11:30. A stop at Mall of America is also planned!
Contact Becca Nims if you want to join her on this Mission and the Mall opportunity.

We have two rooms reserved in the dorm at Midwest Mission Distribution Center in Illinois
for Monday, May 2 through Thursday night, May 5. Lisa Congdon will need to know by
March 7 if you wish to join her to work that week. It’s a friendly bunch of people, the dorm
is comfortable, and the work is well organized and tailored to fit the skills and interests of
the group. See what happens in a regional UMCOR depot, and how this facility is utilized for
quick disaster relief when the need comes up. Costs are minimal (less than $150, plus some
food & travel costs) and it’s a fun way to help others.

Generous Heifer International Giving in 2015

As of December 20 (the newsletter deadline) you have donated enough money to Heifer
International to provide a heifer, a water buffalo, a llama, an alpaca, two sheep, three
schools of fish, some goats, two pigs, five hives of bees, and a whole bunch of chicks, ducks,
geese, and rabbits to families in impoverished areas. In addition, we collected enough to drill
three wells and send two girls to school. How cool is that! Thank you for your generosity and
giving hearts.

The Heifer Ark is back for 2016

It’s been a couple of years since we had the ark in the church office window. We’ll bring it
back for 2016. $5000 will fill the ark with pairs of animals that will enrich the lives of people
all over the world. Look for the ark in January, and watch it fill with animals all next year.
Use the offering envelopes beside the ark to donate, or make your check out to FUMC with
“Heifer Ark” on the memo line.

reaching in / reaching out
Exciting News for Women at the Well

Within the next few weeks, the women’s prison at Mitchellville will transition into the
new construction and new living units. It’s a time of huge transition and difficult changes
at the prison. The new programs building and gym are nearly complete, which means
their religious programming will move back up to the Sacred Place soon (instead of the
makeshift chapel in the medical building). That’s the good news! At the same time, budget
constraints are dictating changes in a number of programs, the closing of two of the prison’s
residential buildings and the opening of a new one outside the fence, which results in a
pending relocation of close to half of the residents. It’s a tender time anyway, with the
holidays, made more complicated by the one-day-soon-ness of this complicated move.
Women at the Well supporters are holding a prayer vigil to bathe the new spaces, the
women, the staff, the volunteers, and the ministry of Women at the Well in prayer. It’s a
“virtual” vigil, which will take place where YOU are, and will move around the state of Iowa
(and beyond!) for 30 hours during the weekend of January 2 & 3. Go to Women at the Well
UMC Facebook to find out more about how to sign up for this prayer vigil.

Walking in Someone Else’s Shoes

It was a cold winter night. A small number of people were meeting at their church. The
leader was getting ready to close the meeting with prayer. The door opened, and a
woman hobbled in wearing tattered and torn clothes and shoes with so many holes that
they were falling apart. She apologized and said she was hoping someone could help her
get a pair of shoes.
A woman at the table asked what size she wore and realized it was her own size. She
reached down, took off one of her shoes, and said, “Try this one on.” As the woman slipped
it on, she said, “Oh, that feels so good, but I can’t take your shoes.” The other person
insisted saying, “I have more at home.”
The young woman thanked the giver of the shoes over and over and left. The leader asked
the generous woman how she was going to get home in the snow. She said, “Well, I have
thick socks, and I’m going to wear her old shoes home.” As she hobbled to the door in the
worn out shoes, she said, “Now I really know what it’s like to walk in someone else’s shoes!”
Stephen Ministers are people who receive training to come alongside people who are
dealing with some kind of crisis and, as much as possible, walk in the other person’s shoes
with them. Stephen Ministers make themselves available for God to work through them to
give the courage, wisdom, and determination to the care receiver to move on through the
crisis.
If you feel you would like to take training to be a Stephen Minister or to receive care from a
Stephen Minister, please pick up a brochure in the literature rack outside the church office
and make a confidential call.

Collect for Lincoln School

(Our Partner In Education):
We collect items year-round to support
our Partner in Education. Please drop
them in the appropriate can on the table
outside the church office.
1) box top labels from any General Mills
products. These are redeemed for 10
cents each.
2) Milk Moola caps or labels – also
redeemed for 10 cents.
3) Campbell soup UPC codes (some other
related Campbell products apply, too)
4) Hy-Vee receipts from any Waterloo-CF
Hy-Vee stores
Many thanks to Cindy Spragg and Nancy
Murdock for taking care of the collecting,
trimming, and delivery of these items.
Cindy also takes care of the entire
redemption process of these items for
Lincoln School – this is a BIG job and an
enormous help for the Lincoln School
Pals. Thanks again to Cindy

“Wee Care”

Our Love INC baby ministry
Diapers in all sizes, teething gel, diaper
rash ointment, burp cloths, receiving
blankets, along with bottles (4 and 8 oz)
and sippy cups are needed for the Wee
Care Ministry. Baby wash, baby lotion and
wipes are the items that are in almost
every single client request so a steady
stream of these items throughout the
year is hugely appreciated. No baby powder, please, and no used items.
You may bring baby supplies to the
church anytime. If you are not a shopper,
you can make a monetary donation and
we will purchase the supplies most needed. Checks can be made to FUMC, with
“Wee Care” on the memo line. Thank you
for your ongoing support of our WeeCare
ministry to support mothers with small
children who could use a little help.

youth/women/men
United Methodist Women Support Missions

The United Methodist Women of First UMC recently gave a gift of $522.06 to the Bidwell
Riverside Center, Des Moines.
Bidwell Riverside Center is one of nearly 100 national mission institutes of the National
United Methodist Women. Its Distribution Center/Food Pantry provides much needed
food for those who may go hungry. The Child Development Center combines high quality
care and learning environments for children whose families otherwise could not afford it.
The amount of the gift given was the profit from the “Come Home to Dinner” served by the
UMW in November.
The United Methodist Women appreciate the support from our congregation. It is because
of your help that we can fulfill our purpose to provide for the needs of Women, Children
and Youth in the United States and around the world.

Big Questions?

Why Do Bad things Happen to Good
People? How does Science fit in with
God? If I fully believe in God will it make a
difference in my life? All 7th-12th graders
are invited to join us Wednesday nights
as we kick off starting January 13th! Come
for the Filling Station at 5:15, then stay
for youth group at6:00-7:15pm. Our
Wednesday nights will always be fun,
will always allow for digging into the BIG
questions that are heavy on our minds.

UMW schedule

No UMW Board Meeting in January
Jan. 12 - Miriam Circle Bible Study, 1:30, Library
Jan. 26 - Miriam Circle Bible Study, 1:30, Library

Beth Moore is coming to Omaha in April

Beth Moore and Living Proof Live will be coming to Omaha on April 15-16. We know there
are Beth More fans in our church. Pray about the great things God will do in the lives of
women in our church—whether it’s small groups, women’s ministry, or good friends or coworkers. Get your friends together and make your hotel and ticket reservations now. Early
Registration Price is $59 (through January 29, 2016). Check out the Living Proof Live site
online for specific details.

Let’s Do Lunch

As we kick off the new year and new
school semester, once a month Becca,
will be attending the high school during
the second half-hour of power hour, and
having lunch with the students.
To make this new outreach a success
we are in need of people who have a
desire to reach out to the youth, but feel
that they don’t have time to commit
on Wednesday evenings or Sunday
Mornings. We need people for the
following dates to provide a simple lunch.
If you are able to help provide lunch on
any of these dates please let Becca know
by email (rebecca.nims@gmail.com) or by
calling (515-422-2299).
January 26, February 23rd, March 22nd
and April 26.

Fellas @ First
Men’s Tuesday Breakfast

Men’s Breakfast Fellowship meets at the Cedar Falls Family Restaurant in North Cedar,
Tuesday mornings at 7:00. The devotional is rotated among attendees. We usually finish
before eight o’clock. Start your Tuesdays with us. Contact: Tim Houts and Steve Williams.

Tuesday Night Fellas

The Tuesday Night men have just started a six-week study (might take us eight) called, When
the Game is Over, It All Goes Back in the Box. The goal is to learn to live in a way that glorifies
things of real, lasting value. WTGIOIAGBITB is a video study by John Ortberg. He’s funny,
down to earth and though provoking. All men of any age are welcome. Find us in the mancave (room 059) on Tuesday nights at 6:30.

Wednesday Warriors – Men for God

Look for the Wednesday Warriors to get cranked-up again January 13, after the Filling
Station meal.

short notes
Thank yous

Hanging of the Greens – Thank you!

Joe, Emily, Henry & Eleanor Butler

Sympathy to:

Thank you so much for another memorable and special baptism.
Having Eleanor baptized in the same church as Henry was very
special to our family and we so appreciated how welcomed
and loved we felt by your church family! The shell, Bible, and
certificate will help us tell her the story of her baptism as she gets
older and the quilt will be such a beautiful reminder of the warmth
and love we all felt on that day! Thank you again!

Thank you so much for the red rose delivered by Jane. It was so
good to see her again. Thanks also for the card and those who
signed it.

When you entered our church during Advent and, you could tell
right away that we really know how to celebrate Christmas. All the
Christmas Trees and the Poinsettias were incredible! Thank you
to the Worship and HOME Team Committees for sponsoring the
decorating of our church. Our Church was beautiful! A fun time
was had by all! Make plans to join us next year!

•
•

Dorothy & Lee Wested

Enjoyed so much the Parish Visitor, Flo Mobley, recently. We don’t
get out much so it was good to have a visit..

Congratulations to:
•

Clyde & Dorothy Berger

Thank you to Pastor Steve for your visit to the hospital, after
my recent surgery. Also for everyone’s concerns, thoughts, and
prayers. We are thankful for our Church family.

•

Don and Elaine Chapman

Merry Christmas to Pastor Steve and members of the church,
We had a wonderful experience while members of the church
while living in Cedar Falls. Thank you for your kindness and
interest in our lives during the few years we were a part of your
church.

Family and friends of Yvonne Waller. Yvonne passed away
November 26.
Family and friends of Dorothy Sheerer. Dorothy passed away
December 22. Her memorial service will be held January 4.

Katie Jackson on the birth of Sophia Loren Jackson in early
December. Grandma Sarah Jackson is thrilled to welcome
Sophia into the family.
Jan & Dean Hoover and Dee & Doug Behr on the addition of
another grandson to their families. Justine & Daniel Hoover
had a baby boy on December 20. Miles Dean Hoover joins
Kenny and Eliza in the Hoover family.

Welcome to Our Family
•

We would like to welcome James Garth Mattson to our family
of faith. James was baptized Christmas Eve. He is the son of
Josh and Ashley Mattson, and grandson of Stan & Cindi Sweet.

Chuck & Marty Taylor

Financial Update

Thanks to all my church friends who showed up to frost and
decorate cookies for the NorthStar Community Services annual
Cookie Walk! The Hearts & Hands and FUMC youth worked
together to provide 200 cookies for the event, and others from
the church made it possible to deliver an additional 3,000
Christmas cookies to support NorthStar. Bless you for your
support.

As of December 20—
YTD budget amount needed
YTD general fund received
Mortgage balance as of December 22--

1454 6th St SE
Mason City IA 50401

Lisa Congdon

Thank you so much for allowing the World’s Window to have a
sale at your church. We enjoyed your warm hospitality and had
great sales. It is wonderful to think of how you helped needy
families around the world.

November receipts
November expenses
YTD receipts
YTD expenses

$68,776.06
$73,023.21
$765,631.45
$766,859.63
$870,158
$800,580
$754,523

Consider Automatic Giving

You’ll never need to remember to write a check again! It is quick
and easy to set up. Contact our Financial Manager, Deb Bernard for
details. 319-266-1713 or emailed deb.bernard@aboutfirst.com

The World’s Window staff and
volunteers

Attendance- week ending
			11/29

12/6

12/13

12/20

Thank you to everyone for the support of the Country View Angel
Tree and the Family Angel Tree Ministries! The volunteers received
the hugs for everyone! Thank you for sharing God’s love with
others.

Transformation		
Traditional 8:30		
Traditional 11:00		

84
151
163

92
171
120

86
152
182

59
147
150
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Staff (in alphabetical order)
Sam Barr, Transformation Music Coordinator
Dee Behr, Parish Visitor
dee.behr@aboutfirst.com
John Bentley, Head Custodian

Sunday, 8:30 & 11:00 a.m. Traditional services		
Sunday, 8:30 a.m.
Transformation Worship
Van rides are available for the 11:00 Sunday service.
Child care is provided in the nursery for infants and babies for Sunday Services.

Spreading the Word

If you miss a Sunday, or want to hear a message again, find us on the local Public Access
cable television channels. If you are unable to receive the television broadcast, weekly
dvds are also available, or find the video links for sermons at www.aboutfirst.com

Deb Bernard, Financial Manager
deb.bernard@aboutfirst.com
Chris Congdon, Media Coordinator
chris.congdon@aboutfirst.com
Lisa Congdon, Office Ministry Coordinator
lisa.congdon@aboutfirst.com
Jenna Engel, Christian Education Coordinator
jenna.engel@aboutfirst.com
Bryan Houts, Chancel Choir Director
bryan.houts@aboutfirst.com
Flo Mobley, Parish Visitor

Cedar Falls (CFU) Channel 95.5, Friday @ 8:00 pm, Sunday @ 9:00 am
Waterloo (MediaCom) Channel 17, Sundays @ 11:00am & 9:00 pm

Our Pastoral Staff…

Steve Williams, Senior Pastor, steve.williams@aboutfirst.com
Franklin Livingston, Associate Pastor, franklin.livingston@aboutfirst.com

February Newsletter deadline is January 20.

Rebecca Nims, Youth Ministry Coordinator
rebecca.nims@aboutfirst.com
Doug Shaffer, Organist
musicman52151@gmail.com
610-4249
Emily Terpstra, Custodian
Lesley Toma, Family Ministries Coordinator
lesley.toma@aboutfirst.com

