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thoughts from Steve
Thoughts from Steve

Donald was a farmer, born more than 80 growing seasons ago in the same house he’d lived
in all his life. His parents had immigrated from the old country. He still spoke with a slight
German accent. He was very proud of his heritage and that his parents had started with
nothing to give him the opportunity to farm. He died at home on the same farm.

Holy Land Trip

We made it back safe and sound from our
trip to Israel. Thank you for your prayers,
and a special thank you to Irv and Donna
Tiller for getting us back and forth from
the airport. Many of you have asked: was
it a good trip? Did we have a meaningful
experience? Did you feel safe? What
was the most memorable time? It has
been difficult to find the right words to
describe our experience.
It was overwhelming.
Ten of us traveled
from Cedar Falls
including: Karl and
Debbie Dance, Mark
and Jane Jansen,
Dale and Mart Port,
Mary Shepherd,
Diane Sullivan,
Pastor Steve and
Janet Williams.
We met up with
members from the
United Methodist
Church of Geneseo,
Illinois who filled the “Red Bus”. Our guide,
Mike led us to sites where Jesus walked
and the story of God’s love for the world
was revealed. The Bible was brought to
life and in full living color.
There were many “God Moments” on our
trip. One of the surprise moments came
in visiting the Valley of the Shadow of
Death. Believe it or not, God was there
as he promised! In the coming weeks,
we will be gathering for a reunion and
preparing a program to share our journey

In distance, he never traveled far from his birthplace. In the early years there were cows to
be milked twice a day, pigs and horses to be fed and watered, eggs to be gathered, harness
and fences to be mended, butchering to be done – and that was during the “off” season.
As mechanization came, the physical labor lightened some, but the deep concern for the
land continued. This concern grew stronger as others demanded more and more of the rich
black dirt. He loved the earth.
I remember standing beside him as he proudly looked over his freshly planted field. He
picked up a clump of dirt and began breaking it down between his strong fingers and the
palm of his hand. I could see his appreciation for the earth because it was almost as if he
was caressing it.
“You can’t forever take,” he said and his fields reflected his philosophy. Last year
corn, this year soybeans, next year alfalfa. He always gave back to the land, because he felt blessed.
Some years the rains washed the seeds away. He replanted. Other years the
wind laid the corn flat or hail stripped the beans. In other years the blistering
sun fired the green plants with brown. Good years filled the silos to overflowing.
Whatever the harvest, Donald worked with the order of nature and accepted it as
God’s will. He lived by faith. He trusted God, and God had never let him down.
Donald was a generous man, who always gave more than he received. It really
showed when he brought fresh picked tomatoes, peppers, onions, green beans,
melons and grocery sacks full of sweet corn to our door. “Glad you can use it.” or
“Enjoy it.” were the words of grace he passed on with each gift of state fair quality
home grown vegetables. Your smile and a “thank you” was enough for him. He
believed God had blessed him more than he deserved, so he always shared his abundance
with others.
Then one spring his heart grew tired, and he missed planting time. Every day, while in the
hospital, he eagerly asked, ‘Are the beans and corn in? How’s the oats look?” By the time
he came home again, the corn had tasseled and the beans were waist high. “Harvest will be
good this year. Let’s have a look,” he said to his wife, Katherine. She got the pickup, helped
him in and they started down the lane.
He couldn’t get enough of looking. Before they returned, they’d covered the entire farm,
down by the timber, around the fields, alongside Wolf Creek, and all the while, Donald’s
mind was snapping pictures. A few days later they knew this had been his farewell to the
land. His time for planting was over, the final harvest had come.
God had told Adam to “tend the garden.” Here had been such a man.
“As long as the earth endures, seedtime and harvest . . . will never cease.” Genesis 8:22
The ministry has blessed me with people like Donald, who are generous people of faith.
They live each day with a grateful heart knowing life is a gift. They simply believe, and wake
up every morning thanking God for another opportunity to live another day. I miss Donald.
Planting seeds of faith –

Pastor Steve

worship
Communion Sunday
“Breakfast with Jesus”

Be a Legend
“I won’t be a rock star … I will be a LEGEND” – Freddy Mercury
The crowd will roar as you step on-stage. Feel the warmth as the lights wash over you.
Watch and listen as your fans dance and sing along with your every move. Experience the
power that flows through your music. And, at the end of the set, hustle out the back way
or you’ll be mobbed by groupies with Sharpies who want you to sign all sorts of stuff. The
glamourous life of a rock star can be yours as a member of our Transformation Band.
What do you play? Or what did you play - back in the day - that is now locked in its case,
shoved into a corner of a closet? Get it out. Dust it off. Rekindle the magic. Rehearse one
night a week (choose Tuesday or Thursday), play two Sundays a month. Shouldn’t be a big
deal ‘cause you’re coming to church anyway. The Thursday band could use another guitarist
or two and keyboardists are always needed. We need regular band members and a list of
substitutes, too. Do you play? Do you know someone who wants to play?
Talk to Rock Star Sam Barr, after Transformation on Sunday morning.

Communion will be served at all
services on Sunday, April 3. We have
traditionally celebrated the Sunday after
Easter in remembering Jesus meeting
seven of the disciples by the Sea of
Galilee early in the morning. Peter
invites the others to return home to go
fishing in an attempt to try and make
sense of the Resurrection. Jesus appears
on the beach and has breakfast prepared
for them.
The Holy Land travelers stood on the
shore of the Sea of Galilee just a couple
of weeks ago. We listened to John’s
telling of the story in Chapter 21 of his
gospel, and shared in communion on
our first full day in Israel. It was a sample
of the many places where we met Jesus
on our journey together. Join us for
“Breakfast with Jesus.

God in the Movies

The final weeks of our Fusion season
will look for God in the themes of
some popular films. Come see what
our speakers have to say - it just might
change the way you watch movies.
You’’ll find Fusion upstairs in the theater,
Wednesday nights @ 7:15.
April 6: Shawna Brimm, Bagger Vance
April 13: Steve Williams, Life of Brian

Our Sister Church – Washington Chapel

The little white church in the country has a charm all its own, and the congregation is warm
and inviting. They care for each other, and are welcoming to young and old. Washington
Chapel is just north of Cedar Falls at 7035 W Bennington Rd (the corner of Ford and W
Bennington Rd). Services begin at 10:30 every Sunday morning. Feel free to join them for
worship and to support your friends from First. Here are the speakers for this month:
April 3 –David Glenn-Burns (with communion)
April 10 –Karl Dance
April 17 – Chris Congdon
April 24 – Shawna Brimm

Sunday Morning Prayers

Every Sunday morning at 8:00 join members of the prayer team to pray for the worship
services, congregation, pastors, Sunday School, hospitality teams, ushers, van drivers, music
ministry and coffee fellowship. One of the team members will lead the prayer time. You
may offer your own spoken prayers or simply listen and add your silent prayers.

Altar Flowers

The altar flower calendar for 2016 is at
the Welcome Center. Sign up now to
recognize a special date or to honor a
loved one with flowers for the altar. Have
the flowers delivered to the church on
Friday, please.

home
Laura Story
Concert & Conference

Know Your Neighbor: Beyond Tolerance

Who lives here in the Cedar Valley with us? Do you know
anything about their faith? Do you trust them? Let’s get
to know each other. Join your neighbors of many faiths for
conversation and light refreshments. Sunday, April 10, 5 6:30 pm at the Masjid Al Noor Islamic Center. Everyone
is welcome and there is no charge to attend. This event is
organized by the Cedar Valley Interfaith Council.

Grammy and Dove Award-winning
singer/songwriter, bestselling author &
worship leader, Laura Story will be here
for two days in July.
Concert -- Friday, July 22, 2016 at 7:00
p.m General Admission Tickets $20
Women’s Conference -- Saturday, July
23, 2016 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m General
Admission $40, includes lunch
Special package price for both days
including lunch is only $55!
Purchase your tickets in the Gathering
Place on Sunday mornings and
Wednesday evenings while they last, or
download an order form from the www.
aboutfirst.com website. The office will
not be selling tickets. Please contact
Cindi Knox or Ginger L’Heureux for
additional information.
Money has been donated for
scholarships for the Laura Story event.
If you know of someone who would like
to attend but doesn’t have the means,
please let Tabitha Waltz or Jenna Engel
know by June 1.
Laura Story’s newest book, “When God
Doesn’t Fix It”, is available at the Laura
Story ticket table for only $5 while
supplies last.
Get Laura’s New Book
When God Doesn’t Fix It is available at
the Laura Story ticket table for only
$5 while supplies last. Read it on your
own, or join the new study - see study
info on the Learn & Grow page of this
newsletter.

Nominations Committee

Our Leadership Development
Committee is beginning the process of
recruiting our leadership for the coming
program year. Serving your church is a
way to witness your faith!

Thank you to all who made Lent and Easter
a glorious celebration of Christ’s love!

Thank you to all the directors, singers and musicians for the extra time and work in bringing
beautiful and moving music to our worship services. Easter was truly a joyous celebration
thanks to everyone who shared their musical gifts.
Thank you to the greeters, ushers, welcome center hosts and fellowship coffee volunteers
for making us a warm and welcoming church every Sunday morning. Your smile does make
a difference to everyone entering our doors.
Thank you to all the participants in the Holy Week Services. Ten services were held from
Palm Sunday to Easter! A Special thank you to the dedicated participants in bringing the
Last Supper to life on Maundy Thursday. Thank you to Shari King for Directing, and Shawna
Brimm and Kaleb Price as the Householder and her son, John Mark in dramatizing the fear
and uncertainty of those closest to Jesus on that night.
Thank you to the staff members who worked behind the scenes in seeing all the details from
extra bulletins to managing the sound and lights were taken care of for the special services.
Many worked early mornings and late nights to make sure everything was ready for each
service.
A BIG Thank you to all who attended and brought joy to God’s heart as we gathered to
remember all Christ did out of love for each and every one of us. We are blessed!

Encore!

Did the pastor say something great, and you want to hear it again? Our Sunday sermons
are available for you to watch 24/7. You’ll find our sermon archives online on our church’s
youtube channel. Here’s how to get there: go to our website aboutfirst.com. Under the
“worship” menu tab you’ll find a page called “sermons”. From the “sermons” page, you’ll find
a link to our youtube channel. There are about 200 sermon videos there for you to watch,
so, get a big bowl of buttered popcorn, your favorite beverage, and settle into the couch for a
FirstUMC sermon-binge.
We don’t want you to miss a message. If you or someone you know is not able to access
the youtube channel, let us know in the FirstUMC media office and we will work to be sure
everyone who wants to receive our pastors’ words is able to do so. Media Coordinator, chris.
congdon@aboutfirst.com.

news
“Raise the Roof”

We are scheduled to have the roof replaced over the education wing in April. The state of
the roof has left water damage in several areas, including some of the newly remodeled
portions of our church. The cost of this long-overdue project will be close to $102,000.
The replacement will include new roof drains and replacing any damaged roof supports. A
layer of insulation will also help with our utilities. Having the roof replaced will protect our
investment in the building.

Rummage Sale
Collections Begin June 1

The Rummage Sale is happening August
4th, 5th, and 6th. You may begin
dropping off your valuable treasures on
June 1st, If you have any questions or
concerns, please contact John Roy at
roygoalie@gmail.com or 989-708-5325.

This month we are starting a “Raise the Roof” Campaign. In the past year
we were able to raise significant funds toward purchasing 41 Solar Shares
to lower our energy costs and we raised $52,000 toward paying down our
debt in December when “Every Dollar Counted”. We believe we can do the
same with the “Raise the Roof” Campaign during April. We are seeking gifts
to minimize the amount of money we will need to borrow to replace the
roof. Our hope is that we will raise enough funds to meet our payments on
the roof loan through 2016. In 2017, we will begin a new Capital Campaign
to retire our Building Debt, and the Finance Committee has recommended
incorporating both loans into one debt and one monthly payment. The
Finance Committee has negotiated this with First National Bank and
received approval to roll the new roof loan into the Building Loan. This
agreement will need to be approved by the Administrative Council.
Cracked and bubbled rubber roof leaks like a sieve
The Endowment Committee has already generously given money to help with eliminating
water issues the church has been dealing with for many years. Last fall Endowment funds
paid for the repairs on the north wall of the church. We had no water issues this winter
and spring in the southwest corner of our building. The Trustees believe the problem has
been solved! This spring you will see new doors on the south side of our church, plus
improvements to move the water away from the building. Thank you to the Trustees
for your diligence in fixing the water problems, and to the Endowment Committee for
underwriting these projects.
Water damage is costly, and we need your help in replacing our leaky roof. Help us
“Raise the Roof” in April as we continue to care for God’s House – our sacred place we call
home! You can designate your gift to “Raise the Roof Fund” - we have set $25,000 as our
fundraising goal. More information will be shared in April worship services. Your gifts do
make a difference! - Jim Noelting, Finance Chair

Community Meals to Return in April!

Community Meals will return to our church April 19 after a break for restructuring by
the participating churches. Thanks to Jan Benson for pulling the participating churches
together! It was felt by all the churches that it is such an important ministry in our
community. It “fed” people in many ways: those who came to eat, and those who helped
prepare and serve the meals. Under the new structure, we have enough partner churches
to host a meal every Tuesday of the month! Once a month, the First UMC team will
handle the prep and serving.
Here’s your chance to get involved in our church Community Meal night. We are rebuilding
our teams to help on Tuesdays, and the plan is to have a simplified menu and several
shifts to choose from. Our first time to serve is April 26. If you would like to help with the
meal preparation or serving, contact Jan Benson. If you want to be on the clean-up crew,
contact Lisa Congdon. We are hoping that Community Meal veterans will return, and we
welcome new faces as well. We can use donations of desserts, milk, and funds, too. There
are opportunities for everyone to serve in this ministry.

Financial Update
February Receipts
February Expenses
YTD Receipts
YTD Expenses

As of March 27, 2016—
budget amount needed
general fund received
Mortgage Balance

Even Out The
Peaks and Valleys

$56,953
$73,650
$143,242
$147,881
$220,395
$209,009
$690,305

Our church’s expenses are relatively
stable from month to month, but our
income varies greatly. Some months
the gap is $10,000 - 20,000! This
inconsistency makes cash-management
a challenge, and stresses our reserves.
One thing that you can do to help us
reduce this gap is to sign up for automatic
giving. That move will help smooth out
the big gaps. If you are interested please
contact Deb in the church office, she
would be happy to help you.

events
April 2 - Scrapbuddies

April 23 - Scrapbuddies Again!

April 5 - Food Bank Work Crew

Every Thursday - Zumba

Join us for scrapbooking/crafting, devotions, fellowship and food.
Open to anyone ages 16 and on up. We meet at 9:00am in the
Gathering Place, and stay until we feel like leaving! Bring a snack
to share and your own lunch. Contact Karla Blackford or Hope
Timmerman with any questions.

Here’s a fun and easy way to help the food-insecure in our
community…… Mark your calendar for Tuesday, April 5 to help at
the Food Bank at 1605 Lafayette Street in Waterloo. Let Lisa know if
you want to carpool from the church (north parking lot at 5:30pm),
or get yourself to the Food Bank and come into the Volunteer
Entrance. We’ll be there from 6:00 to no later than 8:00pm.

April 5 - Grief Support Session

If you have suffered a loss lately, you know the pain, loneliness,
and stess this can bring. Sometimes it helps to meet with others
during this difficult time. The First UMC Grief Support Team offers
a monthly suport session. Our next meeting will be on Tuesday,
April 5th from 2:00 to 3:30 pm in the parlor. New participants are
always welcome.

Join us for scrapbooking/crafting, devotions, fellowship and food.
Open to anyone ages 16 and on up. We meet at 9:00am in the
Gathering Place, and stay until we feel like leaving! Bring a snack
to share and your own lunch. Contact Karla Blackford or Hope
Timmerman with any questions.

Zumba with us on Thursdays at 5:30 pm in our Fellowship Hall! A
free-will contribution of a couple of bucks is appreciated. Contact
mary.friedrich@cfu.net if you have questions. Come and dance...it’s
never too late to join us on this fun fitness adventure!

Coming Next Month...

Spring Bell Concert
Every year our bell choirs wind-up our ringing season with a free
concert, and you’re invited. The spring concert is our gift to you bring your friends, everyone is welcome. You’ll hear some sacred
music, some secular music and some music that you wouldn’t
expect to hear on bells! Join us in the sanctuary, Sunday, May 1 at
7:00pm.

April 6 - Threehouse Pancakes @ Filling Station!

Students from Threehouse/Wesley Foundation will be in our church
Gathering Place cooking up their delicious pancakes for the Filling
Station meal on April 6. They’ll be ready to serve by 5:15 and will
continue until 6:00. Come join us! Your free-will donations for this
treat will help support the campus ministry and help fund a spring
mission trip. Come and enjoy!

April 10 - Come Home for Comfort Food

You are in for a real treat on April 10 as the Mommy Maintenance
Crew will be bringing you home-made beef & noodles as a Come
Home for Dinner, starting at 11 am. Please come and support FUMC
Women’s Ministries and enjoy some fabulous comfort food.

April 16 - Giant Inflatable Slide & More Fun Stuff

Come join the the United Methodist North East District at the Black
Hawk County YMCA, April 16th from 7-10pm. All ages are welcome
$5 per person, adults with children Free ( 11 and under need a parent
or guardian with them). Come enjoy the pool, gym, giant inflatable
slide, food and more!

April 21 - First Friends Potluck

Everyone is welcome! Spend some time enjoying good food, card
games, dominos, cribbage, etc. Fellowship is an important part of
the gathering. Check us out! Come and get better acquainted with
others in the church. Couples and singles are welcome. Bring a dish
to share and your own table service. We meet on the third Thursday
of every month from noon until 2 pm in the Gathering Place. Need
more information? Phone Arlene Fleming at 266-3322.

Two More Weeks of Wednesday Nights.

Our Wednesday nights are packed with something for everyone’s
body and soul. Our spring session has two more weeks to go, so
be sure to join the fun on April 6 and April 13.
5:15 - 6:00
5:15 - 6:00
6:00 - 7:10
6:00 - 7:15
6:00 - 7:15
6:00 - 7:30
7:15 - 8:00
7:30 - 8:30
8:00 		

The Filling Station - a meal for everyone.
Children’s Choir
Jr & Sr High Youth
BLAST! (for kids)
Mommy Maintenance
Tower Bells
FUSION Tonight - live talk show / worship
Chancel Choir
Coffee Talk (hosted by The Flock) y’all come

Filling Station

Everyone is welcome to attend. The meal starts at 5:15pm in the
Gathering Place. The cost of the meal is free will donation to help
cover the cost of the meal.

BLAST

BLAST is a high-energy time of Bible Learning And Service
Together for kids PK - 6th grade. We will be continuing our
Journey with Paul with hands-on activities that do require more
adult help. If you have questions about signing up please contact
Jenna Engel.

april calendar
Recurring Weekly:
Sunday

8:00 prayer in the chapel
8:30 Transformation Worship
8:30 Traditional Service, sanctuary
9:30 Fellowship time, Gathering Place
9:45 Sunday School for all ages
10:30 Washington Chapel Worship
11:00 Traditional Service, sanctuary
6:00 Les Cloches d’Or rehearsal, sanctuary
6:00 Perspectives Class, Gathering Place
7:00 Boy Scouts, Fellowship Hall
7:30 Chapel Ringers rehearsal, sanctuary
6:00-9:00 Perspectives

Monday

7:00 Met Chorale Rehearsal, sanctuary

Tuesday

7:00 Men’s Breakfast
9:30-1:00 Quilters/Stitchers, 059
6:30 Transformation Band, Fellowship Hall
6:30-8:00 men’s group
7:00-9:00 AA, 055

Wednesday

9:00 Women Connected by Prayer, parlor
5:15 AA, 055
5:15-6:00 Filling Station*. Gathering Place
5:15-5:45 children’s choir, choir room
5:45-7:15 Mommy Maintenance*, parlor
6:00-7:15 BLAST*
6:00 Youth Group, 3rd floor
6:00-7:15 Men’s group*, 059
6:15-7:30 Tower Bell rehearsal, sanctuary
6:30 WOW AA, 055
7:15 Fusion*, theater
7:30-8:30 Chancel Choir rehearsal, choir rm
* spring session April 6 & 13 only

Thursday

5:30-6:30 Zumba, Fellowship Hall
7:00 Transformation Band, Fellowship Hall

Also Scheduled....
SATURDAY April 2
9-5 Scrapbuddies, GP

SUNDAY April 3

Communion at all services
10:30 Washington Chapel –David GB

MONDAY April 4

4:00-5:00 Lincoln Girl Scouts, 055
6:30 Stephen Ministry Supervision

TUESDAY April 5

2:00 Memorial Committee, chapel
2:00-3:30 Grief support, parlor
5:30 Webelos, 058
6:00 Food Bank Work Crew
6:00 Transformation Design Team, library
6:30 Farmer’s Market mtg, Gathering Place

WEDNESDAY April 6

7:15 FUSION, Shawna Brimm– Bagger Vance

THURSDAY April 7

6:00 Education Work Area, parlor
6:30 Trustees, 057

FRIDAY April 8

3:45-5:15 Girl Scouts 058

SUNDAY April 10

11:00 -1:00 Come Home for Beef & Noodles!
10:30 Washington Chapel – Karl Dance
5:00-6:30 Interfaith Event, Islamic Center

MONDAY April 11

9:30 UMW Board Meeting, 058
4:00 CROP Walk meeting. Gathering Pla
6:30 HOME Team, chapel
6:30 Cub Scouts, Fellowship H all

TUESDAY April 12

1:30 Miriam Circle Bible Study, library
5:30 Hearts & Hands , Gathering Place
6:30 Fun & Fellowship, library
6:30 Prayer Team, chapel

WEDNESDAY April 13

2:00 Communion Service, Western Home
6:30 Finance committee, 057
Last Night Spring Session Wed. Activities
Mommy Maintenance, parlor
BLAST – Last one
Men’s group, 059
FUSION – Steve Williams – Life of Brian
Coffee talk with the Flock, GP

THURSDAY April 14

1:00 UMW Unit Meeting, Fellowship Hall
6:30 SPRC, 057

SATURDAY April 16

7:-10pm District Event at YMCA
FROGS set up Transformation Chairs

MONDAY April 18

10:00 Deborah Circle
4:00-5:00 Girl Scouts, 055
4:00 Sartori Breakfast meeting ,parlor
5:45-7:45 Healthy Cooking, kitchen
6:30 Worship Committee, library

TUESDAY April 19

4:30-6:00 Community Meal, Fellowship Hall

WEDNESDAY April 20

May Newsletter Deadline
9:30-11:30 MOMs group, library and gym
11:00 Windsor Care Chapel Service
6:00 Youth Group, 3rd floor, 6th graders join
6:00 Laura Story Study, parlor

THURSDAY April 21

12:00 1st Friends Potluck, Gathering Place

FRIDAY April 22

10:00-noon INP Wells meeting. library
3:45-5:15 Girl Scouts 058

SATURDAY April 23
9-5 Scrapbuddies

SUNDAY April 24

Festival of God’s Creation Sunday
10:30 Washington Chapel – Shawna Brimm

TUESDAY April 26

1:30 Miriam Circle Bible Study, library
4:30-6:00 Community Meal, Fellowship Hall

WEDNESDAY April 27

2:00 Communion Service, Windermere
2:00-7:00 Girl Scouts
6:00 Laura Story Study, parlor

THURSDAY April 28
9:30 Mary Circle, parlor
1:30 Joy Circle, parlor

FRIDAY April 29

noon - newsletter mailing crew

Learn & Grow
Wednesday Women Getting
Into The Gospel of John

The Gospel of John is the most deeply
spiritual of the four gospels. It includes
some of the loftiest and most loved
verses in all the Bible: “And the Word
became flesh...,” “For God so loved the
world...,” “You who are without sin cast
the first stone...,” “I am the resurrection
and the life...,” “I am the way, and the
truth, and the life.” The writing is filled
with rich images and profound truths,
but John notes that his aim in writing
the gospel is that his readers will not
only believe in Jesus Christ, but that they
“may have life in his name.”
Topics Include:
• The Word Made Flesh
• Miraculous Signs of Jesus
• The “I Am” Sayings of Jesus
• The Farewell Discourse
• The Arrest, Trial, and Crucifixion
• Eternal Life
This six-week study will begin
Wednesday, April 13, 9:00 a.m. You are
welcome to join us. There is no book
to purchase. Please contact Jan Hoover
with any questions.

Beth Moore is
Coming to Omaha

Beth Moore and Living Proof Live will
be coming to Omaha on April 15-16.
We know there are Beth Moore fans in
our church. Pray about the great things
God will do in the lives of women in
our church—whether it’s small groups,
women’s ministry, or good friends or coworkers. Get your friends together and
make your hotel and ticket reservations
now. Registration is $69, and you’ll
get sound Biblical teaching from Beth
Moore herself. Check out the Living
Proof Live site online for specific details.

Tuesday Bible Study resumes April 12

The Tuesday morning Bible Study resumes April 12. This group meets in the chapel at 9:30
on Tuesday mornings. Bring your Bible – whichever one you prefer – and be prepared to read
through and discuss the book of Revelation. No homework or study guide is required, just
read along with this group of women and offer your insight. Shirley Bolin is the contact for
this group.

Laura Story Study

Have you ever wondered where God is in your brokenness? What good can come from
unexpected situations? The Mommy Maintenance group invites anyone who would like
to join for a book study by Laura Story, “When God Doesn’t Fix It:
Lessons You Never Wanted to Learn, Truths You Can’t Live Without” . The six week
study will begin April 20th and will be held in the parlor at 6:00pm. There will be childcare
available. If you are interested in being a part of this study please see the signup sheet at the
Welcome Center. Jenna Engel will be placing the order for books and study guides on April 7th.

A Weekend to Change Your Life
- Walk to Emmaus

This three-day retreat will take you away from the distractions of life and allow you to focus
on what a new life of discipleship might look like. You’ll be immersed in a caring Christian
community, and will be encouraged and challenged to find ways to live out your faith in your
home church and your community. During your “walk” you’ll be comfortably fed and housed,
and you’ll have plenty of time for a good night’s sleep. While the weekend is structured and
scheduled, there are ample break times, too.
How far? This walk is symbolic, not an actual physical challenge. Facilities and activities
are fully accessible. The name, Walk to Emmaus refers to the story in Luke 24:13-35 where
Jesus appears to, and walks with, two travelers who do not recognize the risen Christ in their
midst until he breaks bread with them. In this weekend, you’ll learn to see Christ in the world
around you, and will be inspired to be an instrument of His love.
The Walk to Emmaus is an experience for adults, and there is a similar youth experience
called Chrysalis. If you have interest in learning more about the Walk to Emmaus or
Chrysalis, contact the church office, and we can arrange for you to meet someone who has
already been - there are many in our congregation. Check out this video at www.vimeo.
com/8697255.
There’s plenty of time to make your Walk to Emmaus arrangements:
July 14 - 17
July 28 - 31
October 20-23
November 3-6

men’s walk #169		
women’s walk #170
men’s walk #171		
women’s walk #172

Mt. Pleasant, IA
Mt. Pleasant, IA
Solon, IA
Solon, IA

kids & youth
Surf Shack Vacation Bible School July 10th-14th

At the Surf Shack kids will encounter God’s awesomeness through Bible stories and learn how
we’re meant to experience an epic adventure each day along with God’s mission within our
own lives. Through this interactive program, children will be guided through beach- themed,
music, crafts, science activities, recreation, Bible stories and much more. If you would like to
become a part of Vacation Bible School, please contact Jenna Engel. jenna.engel@aboutfirst.com

The Camp Season is Coming!

Iowa is blessed to have three great United Methodist camps. All three have full schedules of
fun summertime get-a-ways for kids and adults. Get the full camp catalog here at First UMC,
or online at http://www.iaumc.org/camps.
Gabe Dorrell, director of the Pictured Rocks camp worshiped with us on Sunday, February 7.
He played some games with our Sunday School kids and introduced himself to our church.
Thanks, Gabe for coming to see us, and thanks, everyone for making Gabe feel welcome.
Now, let’s get our kids to camp!

We’ve Had A BLAST

This session of BLAST will be coming to an end on April
13th - we’ll start back up in September. I would like thank
all of the children who have been a part of B.L.A.S.T this
winter session. I have enjoyed getting to know all of you
and I look forward to seeing you all back in September. I would also like to thank Christina
Wyckoff, Kevin Price, Blair Templeton, Jeremy L’Heureux, Kelly Roy, John Roy, Jan Benson and
Jen Cole for your time and assisting with this great program. All of you have helped make my
first 4 months here fantastic!

Got Some Extra Time?

Help Jenna sort education supplies whenever it fits into your schedule.

Stuff for Youth to Do:

Wednesday night youth groups meet at
6:00pm, upstairs in the theater. All 7th
- 12 graders are welcome.

Late Night at the Black
Hawk County YMCA.

The N.E. District would like to invite
all Families to come together for a
late night, April 16, at the Black Hawk
County YMCA (669 S Hackett Rd,
Waterloo, IA 50701). Come swim, play
racquetball , basketball and play in the
game room! All ages are welcome!
Children under the age of 10 must have
a parent or guardian with them. $5 per
youth. Adults are FREE!

Let Becca Be Your
School Lunch Lady

Becca will be at the High School one
last time before the end of the school
year! Find her at CF April 26th during
B-Shift of power hour. Come to the
lunch room hang out or grab and go.
Thank you to all the volunteers who
have helped provide lunch, we couldn’t
do it without you!

Summer Games!

The Cheese Pull is an unofficial competition @ Summer Games

SGU is a week long camp for youth
going into 7th- graduating Seniors of
high school. July 11-15, held at Grinnell
College, youth have time for sports,
worship and Bible studies and of course
amazing Grinnell College food! If your
student is interested in attending, the
church has camp scholarships. Don’t
miss out on what could be the highlight
of the summer!

reaching out
April Mission Focus Change a Child’s Story

One million books and a million hours of reading with children – that’s the goal of Iowa
United Methodists in an initiative called, “Change a Child’s Story.” Last June, Bishop Trimble
challenged all the United Methodist Churches in Iowa to commit to making this goal by June
2017.
We responded to this challenge by partnering with Lincoln School and FirstKids to provide
quality books and quality reading time for the children.
Earlier this year we sent a check to Lincoln School to purchase books to
be given to Kindergarten, 1st, 2nd grade students. Each 2nd grade student
has already taken home a non-fiction dinosaur book to go along with their
dinosaur unit this spring. Soon the Kindergarten and 1st grade students will
be taking their own books home, too.
In February we purchased and distributed 45 Valentine/love-themed books
to our own FirstKids Preschool & Daycare kids. We love having the kids in
our building and want to encourage their families to read to them.
Do you have fond memories of your favorite children’s book? Use the
clipboard at the display to tell us about it and we’ll add it to the poster on
the wall.
Do you want to help provide books for kids in our community? Use the
“Change a Child’s Story” offering envelopes from the display to help us
purchase quality new books for kids. As an added incentive, your monetary
donations will be matched 100% through the Ione Zach Endowment for
Missions!
Do you have fond memories of a parent,
grandparent, or favorite teacher who read with you?
Consider joining the dozen or more people from our
church who read with Lincoln Elementary students
once or twice a week. Sign up on the clipboard at the
display in the Gathering Place if you want to know
more about this.
Together we can change a child’s story by giving
books and giving time.

Reaching Out
Empty Bowls event for Food Bank

Thursday, April 14th is this year’s Empty Bowls event for the Northeast Iowa Food Bank. The
goal of the event is to raise awareness and educate the community on the issue of hunger.
The special guest this year is Chris Soules from the hit TV show, The Bachelor.
With the purchase of a $25 ticket, participants will receive a simple meal of soup and bread
and also a handcrafted bowl to keep as a symbol of hunger in our community. You’ll also
have the opportunity to participate in both a silent and live auction. The event will take place
at the Five Sullivan Brothers Convention Center in Waterloo from 5:30-8:00.
To order your ticket, visit https://2016emptybowls.eventbrite.com or call 319-235-0507
and ask for Sunni Kegegein.
All dollars raised will go to support the Northeast Iowa Food Bank and the over 40,000
individuals served annually by the Food Bank’s programs.

Filling Station:

The winter/spring session of the Filling Station will soon be coming to an end. The last night
to join us will Wednesday, April 13th from 5:15-6:00pm. Everyone is welcome to attend.
Cost of the meal is a free will donation to help cover the cost of the meal. The menus for the
last two weeks are; April 6th ThreeHouse pancakes and April 13th Pizza. I would like thank
everyone who helped make Filling Station possible, Lisa Congdon, Catherine Glessner, Sue
Ney, Amanda Long, Arlene Fleming, Debbie Grover, Genny Van Dorn, Kelly Roy, Claudette
Cable, Martha, Tim and Gabbi Burton, Jill Rechkemmer and Jan Benson.

Peanut Butter challenge update!

Our challenge to First UMC members was to donate 500 jars of peanut butter by April 1, and
you rose to the challenge. We met our goal on March 23, and kept on collecting. As of print
time, we collected 293 jars of crunchy and 258 jars of creamy peanut butter.
Peanut butter is a very important source of protein for the Food Bank’s BackPack Program.
Thank you for caring about the food insecure kids in our area who are served by the
Northeast Iowa Food Bank,

FirstKids Giving Tree

Here’s a fun way to help out our FirstKids Preschool and
Childcare this spring. This month we invite you to check
out the tree near our front entrance. It’s full of blossoms
marked with assorted items that FirstKids can use in their
classrooms. Also, there are lists of supplies which help us
to entertain and educate the little ones. Grab a flower or
one of the supply lists from the tree, take them shopping
with you, and return the items the next time you are in
the neighborhood. FirstKids has been a part of our church
community since 1998. It’s a joy to
have the youngsters in the building
throughout the week.

Bibles for the
Women at the Well

One way that we can support the
Women at the Well is to provide Bibles
to the inmates at the prison. There is a
process in place to send new Bibles to
them directly from Cokesbury, as they
cannot accept gifts other than from a
publisher. If you would like to contribute
in this way to minister to our sisters at
Mitchellville, you may use the special
offering envelopes in the church office
or write your check to FUMC with
“W@W Bibles” on the memo.
Thanks SO MUCH for your great
support in providing these wonderful
Bibles!

reaching out
Go

Relay for Life

Contact Lisa Congdon in the church office
and share your ideas. There may be ways
that the church can help you realize your
mission vision.

Our very own team captain, Cindi Knox, is the honorary survivor for this year’s Relay. It
would be great to see many of you there supporting Cindi and the FUMC Cancer Crushsers.

Do you have an idea for a church mission
for work, learning or evangelism?

Changing the World, 2 x 2

Check out the Heifer International
Ark in the office window. We’ve been
adding animals as the donations come
in. $5000 will fill the ark with pairs
of animals that will enrich the lives of
people all over the world, and we are
on the way! Use the offering envelopes
beside the ark to donate, or make your
check out to FUMC with “Heifer Ark” on
the memo line.

Start saving your money for
Appalachian Crafts
The Red Bird Mission Craft Show and
Sale will be here the first weekend in
October. Just a heads up to put it on
your calendar now.

Native American Ministries

Offering – April 10
When you support Native American
Ministries Sunday, you equip
seminary students who will honor and
celebrate Native American culture in
their ministries. And you empower
congregations that are finding fresh new
ways to minister to their communities
with the love of Christ. Your giving
allows Native Americans to encounter,
worship and serve Jesus.

The FUMC Cancer Crushers Relay for Life team will again join the American Cancer Society
for the Black Hawk County Relay for Life on Friday June 17 at Hawkeye Community College.
The Relay starts at 2:00 p.m. and runs until 10:00 p.m. If you would like to join the team or
make a donation, please visit the following website: www.relayforlife.org/blackhawkcountyia

There are several ways to support this event.
April 2 Relay for Life Night at the Waterloo Black Hawks!
Grab your family and friends and head to Partytown as the Waterloo Black Hawk play the
Sioux City Musketeers on Saturday, April 2, 2016 at Young Arena--Game time is 7:00 p.m.
$2.00 of each ticket sold will go to Relay For Life of Black Hawk County. Tickets can be
purchased by calling the box office at 319-232-3444 (be sure to mention you are ordering
tickets for Relay for Life to get the special price and for the $2.00 to be donated to the
Relay) or visit the website waterlooblackhawks.com/relay-for-life and use passcode
“relay 2016”
Thursday April 21 is FUMC Cancer Crushers Fundraising Day at Hurricane Grill & Wings
located at 2027 Crossroads Boulevard in Waterloo. Hurricane Grill & Wings will donate 10%
of all sales, eat-in and carry-out from that day as long as
the flyer is presented to the server. Flyers will be available
starting April 10 at the Welcome Center.
Starting Sunday April 17th, FUMC Cancer Crushers will have
a table in the Welcome Center with FUMC Cancer Crusher
t-shirts, handmade jewelry and cancer angels for sale.
There will also be luminaria bags for sale for a $10 donation.
The bags can be decorated and returned to the Cancer
Crushers table to be taken to the Relay and illuminated
around the track at Hawkeye Community College for
the luminaria celebration. There will also be a bucket for
donations at the table.

FirstUMC TV

First UMC is on TV. We can’t promise beautiful videography like a BBC nature documentary,
but we can promise a couple of great messages from our pastors. Our weekly TV broadcasts
contain the sermons from the traditional and Transformation services, and reruns are rare!
Cedar Falls (CFU) Channel 95.5, Friday @ 8:00 pm, Sunday @ 9:00 am
Waterloo (MediaCom) Channel 17, Sundays @ 11:00am & 9:00 pm
Miss a broadcast? Let us know in the FirstUMC media office, and we’ll get a recording into
your hands. Chris.congdon@aboutfirst.com

reaching in / reaching out
Blood Drive Hosts and Cookie Team

We are now the official Cedar Falls site for Life Serve Blood Drives in our community. We’ll
host nearly every month, generally the last Monday afternoon of the month.
With this comes opportunities to reach out and warmly welcome the donors who so
generously give not only their life-giving blood, but their valuable time. We could use a
team of people who can be called upon to host for an hour or two once a month, or to
provide the homebaked cookies that are enjoyed so much.
What does a host do? Thank the donor, serve orange juice or coffee, make snacks available
for the donors, and chat with them as they sit for a few moments at the canteen. You’ll
meet some great people from all over the Cedar Valley this way, and it’s also a fine way to
demonstrate what a friendly and caring church we are.
Tell Lisa Congdon in the church office if you would like to host once in awhile, or if you can
provide some of our famous FUMC cookies for an upcoming blood drive.

Chemo Turbans - Hats of Love

There are 21,000 patients per year who receive chemotherapy treatments in Louisville,
Kentucky, and most lose their hair. When Lynette Legette discovered this, it brought tears
to her eyes. She also learned that patients complain about being cold during the night and
wrap pajamas or towels around their heads to keep warm. This gave Lynette a challenging
idea.
Lynette’s project was to create turbans for cancer patients who lost their hair. Some of her
first creations were sent to a mother in Kansas. Lynette made the woman many caps for
both winter and spring. Later, when Lynette met the woman’s 7-year-old daughter, the girl
ran up to her, wrapped her arms around her and said, “You made my mom so happy. She
has a hat to go with every outfit.” Lynette became known as the “hat lady.”
Lynette says, “When you ask the Lord what you should do, you need to be willing to listen
for the directions and recognize the opportunities He gives you.” Both Lynette and the
receivers of her turbans were blessed. Stephen Ministers and their care receivers are both
blessed by the relationships they establish. If you are in a difficult set of circumstances
and would like someone to walk through them with you, inquire about Stephen Ministry.
Contact the church office and you will be directed to the right person in strict confidence.

Collect these items
for Lincoln School

our Partner In Education
We collect items year-round to support
our Partner in Education. Please drop
them in the appropriate can on the table
outside the church office.
1) box top labels from any General Mills
products. These are redeemed for 10
cents each.
2) Milk Moola caps or labels – also
redeemed for 10 cents.
3) Campbell soup UPC codes (some other
related Campbell products apply, too)
4) Hy-Vee receipts from any WaterlooCF Hy-Vee stores
Many thanks to Cindy Spragg and Nancy
Murdock for taking care of the collecting,
trimming, and delivery of these items.
Cindy also takes care of the entire
redemption process of these items for
Lincoln School – this is a BIG job and an
enormous help for the Lincoln School
Pals. Thanks again to Cindy

Hospital reminder

Please call us, or have a family member
or friend call us, if you are hospitalized.
The hospitals are not able to contact us
to give us this information. We want to
support you and your family when illness
or surgeries happen, but cannot do so if
we are unaware.

men/women

Women @ First

Vision Statement of United Methodist Women: We are “Turning faith, hope, and love into
action on behalf of women, children, and youth around the world.”

Fellas @ First
Men’s Tuesday
Breakfast

Men’s Breakfast Fellowship meets at the
Cedar Falls Family Restaurant in North
Cedar, Tuesday mornings at 7:00. The
devotional is rotated among attendees.
We usually finish before eight o’clock.
Start your Tuesdays with us. Contact:
Tim Houts and Steve Williams.

Tuesday Night Fellas

The Tuesday night men are masters of
the no-homework video study. While
we like to have fun and we always start
with a few minutes of light conversation,
we aren’t afraid to go a little deeper as
our discussions progress. Our goal is
always to seek Biblical truth and to learn
to be the men that God created us to be.
All men of any age are welcome. Find us
in the man-cave (room 059) on Tuesday
nights at 6:30.

Wednesday Warriors
– Men for God

You’ll find these guys hanging around
after the Wednesday night Fiilling
Station meal. Sit in with them - they’re
good guys.

Bells Ring for Women’s Day
Bells were ringing around the world on March 8, 2016, to observe International Women’s
Day. Our local UMW unit celebrated the day by ringing our church tower bell. Thanks to
Bobbi Jo Smith and Ellen Opsal for being our bell ringers.
The Northeast District UMW Mission Study Day was held on March 12 at the Volga United
Methodist Church. Lorna Ericson, Arlene Fleming, Pauline Harding, and Faye Rohwedder
attended the event.
At our March unit meeting Lisa Congdon shared her Volunteer in Mission trip to Palestine, a
very interesting and educational presentation. Thanks, Lisa!
As a continuation of our mission giving, our UMW Board voted in March to donate
to these projects:
Northeast Iowa Food Bank 					
$200.00
House of Hope, serving women and children 			
$200.00
Banyam Theological Seminary in Nigeria 			
$200.00
IA Correctional Institute for Women, Mitchellville, for Bibles
$200.00
FirstKids Preschool and Child Care Center 			
$120.00
On April 14, at 1:00 pm, the United Methodist Women will gather in Fellowship Hall for their
unit meeting. Guest speaker, Carly Pollack, will share, “Myths about Hospice.”
Our meetings are open to all. Everyone is welcome for dessert, fellowship, and an interesting program.
April UMW Calendar
Apr. 9 – NE District Day Apart, UMC, Guttenberg
Apr. 11 – Board Meeting, 9:30 a.m., Room 058
Apr. 12 – Hearts and Hands Circle, 5:30 p.m., Gathering Place
Apr. 12 – Miriam Circle, 1:30 p.m., Library
Apr. 14 – Unit Meeting, 1:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall
Apr. 18 – Deborah Circle, 10:00 a.m., Parlor
Apr. 26 – Miriam Circle, 1:30 p.m., Library
Apr. 28 – Mary Circle, 9:30 a.m., Parlor
Apr. 28 – Joy Circle, 1:30 p.m., Parlor

Women of Faith

Women of Faith returns to the XCEL Energy Center in St. Paul MN on October 21-22. This
year’s tour is called “BELONG” because we all do belong. Women gather in the arena for
the purpose of making a deeper connection with their faith. There will be music, stories,
laughter, and tears. This is a great place to enlighten your spirit and renew your purpose in
life. At this point we do not have an organized group making plans to go, but it’s an easy
drive and a nice weekend event to spend with your sisters and friends. You will find more
information on the community bulletin board in the office hallway, or check it out online at
www.belongtour.com

short notes
Thank you for the beautiful red rose delivered by Jane Wycoff for
my 80th birthday. That was an extra special birthday blessing!

Donna Cuvelier

Thank you so much for your generous Ingathering gift in
November. Your faithful support of our work in Ghana and
Nicaragua makes an enormous difference. We couldn’t do it
without it!
Self-Help International

Thank you for the beautiful yellow rose for my 80th birthday. We
were sorry to have missed seeing Jane.

Thanks from LifeServe Blood Center

Thank yous

Carl Ellison

Thank you for the beautiful red rose for my 91st birthday and
thank you to Jane for delivering it. I would also like to thank
everyone for the thoughts and prayers for Lee.

Dorothy Wested

Thank you so much for the rose and card for Clyde’s 87th birthday.
It was so kind and thoughtful, and Jane is wonderful.

On behalf of LifeServe Blood Center and the thousands of
patients we serve, we thank you for hosting the Cedar Falls
community blood drive held on February 29.
Sponsoring a blood drive shows your community spirit and
dedication to helping others. Your generous contribution and
continuous commitment to holding blood drives and saving lives
is vital to maintaining an adequate blood supply.

Dee & Clyde Berger

Here are the results: there were 30 donors registered, 26 people
donated a pint of blood, and 2 people gave double red cells.

Thank you so much for the beautiful yellow rose from the
Congregational Care Team. It was extra special being delivered by
Jane and the nice visit. To add to my special day was the nice card
from the staff.

One pint of blood will save the lives of three different
patients. After testing is completed we separate the blood into
components. Thanks to these wonderful donors 82 lives will be
saved!

Shirley Johnson

Many thanks to all those in our wonderful church family who sent
cards, well wishes, calls, visits and prayers after my recent surgery.
I am well on the way to recovery and know that it is the result of
all those prayers given in my behalf. Thank you so much.

Karen Page

We would like to thank everyone for their thoughts and prayers
while our son Adam is recovering from a stroke. We also would like
to thank everyone for the thoughtful cards and the beautiful quilt
you made him.
With all our love,

Bruce, Cindy, & Adam Scheer

Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. How are you and
your family hope all of you are doing well. How are friends in
IOWA hope everybody is ok lets give thanks to God.
I am much grateful for all your effort. Especially my scholarship i
lack word to say may God reward and open more doors for all of
you. Thanks.

Anthony Saleh
BTS Student

Thank you for the visit by Bobbi Smith and for the yellow Easter
Basket.

Martha Anderson

Jane Wyckoff delivered a beautiful rose to me for my birthday!
Your kindness is greatly appreciated. So glad I’m a member of such
a caring church.

Marilyn Pape

Thanks from WeeCare

Thank you to all of the nice people who gave lovely things to my
friends and me. Cute, fuzzy clothes to warm us, lotion and baby
wash to keep us soft and smelling sweet,
and teething gel and diapers to help us feel
great! Also the blankets, bibs, bottles and
nifty new sippy cups. Yea!! I love that you
care for us and our families.
Hugs and kisses from Grace, the WeeCare
spokesbaby.

Sympathy to:
•
•

Sympathy to family and friends of Lee Wested. Lee passed
away March 25.
Nick Teig and his family on the loss of his brother, Carl, from
Illinois.

Welcome to:

We would like to welcome Landon Scott LaBarge to our church
family. Landon was baptized on March 20. He is the son of Kyle
and Megan LaBarge.

Attendance- week ending
			2/28 3/6
3/13
3/20 3/27
FUSION			 13
14
13
x
22
Transformation		
70
102
53
63
85
Traditional 8:30		
145
125
98
169
301
Traditional 11:00		
125
155
82
139
238
Maundy Thursday					189
Good Friday						35
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Staff (in alphabetical order)
Sam Barr, Transformation Music Coordinator
Dee Behr, Parish Visitor
dee.behr@aboutfirst.com
John Bentley, Head Custodian

Sunday, 8:30 & 11:00 a.m. Traditional services		
Sunday, 8:30 a.m.
Transformation Worship
Van rides are available for the 11:00 Sunday service.
Child care is provided in the nursery for infants and babies for Sunday Services.

Spreading the Word

If you miss a Sunday, or want to hear a message again, find us on the local Public Access
cable television channels. If you are unable to receive the television broadcast, weekly
dvds are also available, or find the video links for sermons at www.aboutfirst.com

Deb Bernard, Financial Manager
deb.bernard@aboutfirst.com
Chris Congdon, Media Coordinator
chris.congdon@aboutfirst.com
Lisa Congdon, Office Ministry Coordinator
lisa.congdon@aboutfirst.com
Jenna Engel, Christian Education Coordinator
jenna.engel@aboutfirst.com
Bryan Houts, Chancel Choir Director
bryan.houts@aboutfirst.com
Flo Mobley, Parish Visitor

Cedar Falls (CFU) Channel 95.5, Friday @ 8:00 pm, Sunday @ 9:00 am
Waterloo (MediaCom) Channel 17, Sundays @ 11:00am & 9:00 pm

Our Pastoral Staff…

Steve Williams, Senior Pastor, steve.williams@aboutfirst.com
Franklin Livingston, Associate Pastor, franklin.livingston@aboutfirst.com

May Newsletter deadline is April 20.

Rebecca Nims, Youth Ministry Coordinator
rebecca.nims@aboutfirst.com
Doug Shaffer, Organist
musicman52151@gmail.com
610-4249
Emily Terpstra, Custodian
Lesley Toma, Family Ministries Coordinator
lesley.toma@aboutfirst.com

