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● A popular app among teens is Snapchat, a free photo and video sharing app. 

Teenagers love the ability to "share a silly moment" with their friends, and in less 

than 10 seconds it disappears. Being informed and setting family social media 

rules can help guide children through a digital maze that may otherwise lead to 

heartache or disaster.  (Must be 13 or older)  

● Here are 10 things parents and kids should know about the Snapchat app before 

deciding whether or not to use it. 

1. It's easy to use. Teens find it a fun way to stay in touch with close 
friends by sharing crazy photos while at the mall, at school (there are 
probably rules against that), or anywhere else. It's a digital 
communication tool and, as such, can be used for good or bad. 
Discussing appropriate use of Snapchat with your teens can help 
prevent problems if you decide to allow them to use it. 

2. Some teens assume that because video and photo texts or "Snaps" 
as they are called, disappear in just a few seconds the app is totally 
harmless. However, photos can be saved as screenshots. This is 
worrisome for parents because they have no control over what 
comes across their teenager's screen at any given moment. It also 
could become fodder for future cyber bullying. 

3. Snapchat has "Terms of Use" that need to be read and discussed. 
These terms include verifying the user is at least 13 years of age 
and, if under age 18, they have parental permission. The user also 
agrees to grant Snapchat access to their address book and allows it 
to upload that information to its servers. Now you have just shared 
private contact information on your family and friends without their 
permission. 

4. When you send a Snap to someone via "Snapchat" you give 
Snapchat a "nonexclusive, worldwide, royalty-free, sublicensable 
and transferable license to use, reproduce, modify, adapt, publish, 
create derivative works from, distribute, perform and display such 
user content in connection with the services, subject to your use of 
privacy settings in the services to control who can see your user 
content." See Terms of Use. 
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5. Once you create a Snapchat account, you accept total responsibility 
for whatever activity occurs while you are logged on. One 
15-year-old boy exchanged Snaps with a 14-year-old girl. At first, 
they were fun. Soon she was sending photos of her wearing just her 
underwear. Eventually she sent some Snaps showing her topless. 
The boy saved them. When his mother discovered the pictures, she 
was shocked and checked the state laws. Because the girl was 14, it 
was considered child pornography possession for her son to have 
those photos on his phone. The girl's parents could press charges, 
and he most likely would have to register as a sex offender. 
Fortunately, this was handled between the families involved and a 
very serious situation was averted. (This information is from a 
personal interview with the mother). 

6. Even for kids who are careful and use precautions in what they send 
out and to whom they send it to, the fact exists that once anything it 
posted online, it is public – even if the picture disappears in a matter 
of seconds. It's still possible for anything you post to catch up with 
you. According to Adam McLane, "There's no such thing as 
anonymity online, only perceived anonymity. Any time your device 
connects to the Internet it associates 100 percent of your activity 
with your device. (Every device has a unique identifier, like a 
fingerprint. When you buy it and register it, that transaction is linked 
to you and everything you do with it is ultimately pointing back to 
you)." 

7. A modified version, "Snapkidz," is available for children younger than 
13. They can still take Snaps, draw on them and create captions. 
However, the similarities end there. The function of sending or 
receiving Snaps is not supported. The entire experience occurs on 
the user's device where their Snaps are saved. 

8. Some Snapchat users may be surprised that forensic experts claim 
any data can be retrieved from one's cell phone, even after the 
images have been deleted. See the article, "Forensic experts poke 
holes in Snapchat and Facebook." 

9. Verizon offers good information for parents: "What Parents Need to 
Know about Snapchat." There is a legitimate concern that Snapchat 
could be used for "sexting" – sending sexually suggestive pictures or 
even nude pictures. Help teens realize that with the screen capture 
capability, it's possible for private pictures to be circulated on the 
Internet. 
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10.Talk to your teens about Snapchat and all forms of social media. 
Find common ground you can agree on. Today's teens are 
technologically savvy. Let them teach you about the apps they like to 
use and why. Make sure teens realize that what they post now could 
surface later in life when they least expect it. One's online presence 
leaves a trail. Help them make smart decisions to keep themselves 
and their reputations safe. 

 

 

https://familyshare.com/19793/10-things-parents-and-kids-should-know-about-the-sn
apchat-app 
Snapchat for kids 

In compliance with the Children’s Online Privacy Protection Act (COPPA), the 
full interactive version of Snapchat is meant for people ages 13 or older. 
COPPA prohibits commercial sites and apps from collecting personally 
identifiable information from children under 13, which includes photographs. 

Kids who try to sign up for Snapchat but are under 13 years of age can still 
use the app, but they’re not able to create a friends list or send information, 
including Snapchat images. 

This kid-friendly version, called SnapKidz, lets kids take photos on their mobile 
devices and draw on their pictures, but the app prohibits them from sharing 
the images. Nevertheless, parents need to know that any pictures saved on a 
device can be sent to others via email or uploaded to a social networking 
service via other apps. 

https://www.verizonwireless.com/articles/what-parents-need-to-know-about-sn
apchat/ 

 

SnapChat - Terms of Service  

Many of our Services let you create, upload, post, send, receive, and store 
content. When you do that, you retain whatever ownership rights in that 
content you had to begin with. But you grant us a license to use that 
content. How broad that license is depends on which Services you use and 
the Settings you have selected. 
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To the extent it’s necessary, when you appear in, create, upload, post, or send 
Public Content, you also grant Snap Inc., our affiliates, and our business 
partners the unrestricted, worldwide, perpetual right and license to use your 
name, likeness, and voice, including in connection with commercial or 
sponsored content. This means, among other things, that you will not be 
entitled to any compensation from Snap Inc., our affiliates, or our 
business partners if your name, likeness, or voice is conveyed through 
the Services, either on the Snapchat application or on one of our business 
partner’s platforms. 

 

So we cannot—and do not—take responsibility for any content that 
others provide through the Services. 

 

Snap Inc. respects the rights of others. And so should you. You therefore may not use 
the Services, or enable anyone else to use the Services, in a manner that: 

● violates or infringes someone else’s rights of publicity, privacy, copyright, 
trademark, or other intellectual-property right. 

● bullies, harasses, or intimidates. 
● defames. 
● spams or solicits our users. 

You must also respect Snap Inc.’s rights. These Terms do not grant you any right to do 
any of the following (or enable anyone else to do so): 

● use branding, logos, designs, photographs, videos, or any other materials used 
in our Services. 

● copy, archive, download, upload, distribute, syndicate, broadcast, perform, 
display, make available, or otherwise use any portion of the Services or the 
content on the Services except as set forth in these Terms. 

● use the Services, any tools provided by the Services, or any content on the 
Services for any commercial purposes without our consent. 

In short: You may not use the Services or the content on the Services in ways that are 
not authorized by these Terms. Nor may you help anyone else in doing so. 

 



 
 

 

Keep in mind that the users you send Snaps, Chats, and any other content to can 
always save that content or copy it outside the app. So, the same common sense that 
applies to the internet at large applies to Snapchat as well: Don’t send messages or 
share content that you wouldn’t want someone to save or share. 

○ how you communicate with other Snapchatters, such as their names, the time 
and date of your communications, the number of messages you exchange with 
your friends, which friends you exchange messages with the most, and your 
interactions with messages (such as when you open a message or capture a 
screenshot). 

 

More about Snoopreport: 

After signing up, you get a free trial session that would last for one week. This 

trial session gives you a picture of how Snoopreport works and how accurate 

the results are. Ninety nine percent of customers who tested the trial session 

actually fell in love with it and subscribed for services. 

It provides weekly and monthly reports of your child’s likes, comments and 

followers. If you wish to track more than one child, you don’t need a multiple 

account. There is an easily accessible dashboard where you can add different 

Instagram usernames and you would have a single time balance for all the 

accounts you monitor. 

Register at https://snoopreport.com 

 

 

 

https://snoopreport.com/

