Newsletter
November 2013

Contents
Editorial

1

Conferences and
Calls for Papers

2

Beyond the East-West Divide:
Rethinking Balkan Music’s
Poles of Attraction

2

BASEES Postgraduate Workshop 3
BASEES/Routledge Series on
Russian and East European
Studies

4

Maney Publishing

4

Editorial information
Editor:
Claire Shaw
(C.L.Shaw@bristol.ac.uk)
Please send any news, comments,
or contributions to Claire Shaw.
Deadline for submissions for
submissions for the February
newsletter is 15 January 2013.
Extracts may be reproduced
with the permission of BASEES.

Website
basees.org.uk
log-in username: basees
password: smirnoff
Our new website will go live in
late November: www.basees.org

British Association for Slavonic and
East European Studies (BASEES)

@BASEES

1 • BASEES Newsletter • November 2013

Editorial
This is my first editorial as BASEES
president and I must thank my
predecessor, Stephen Hutchings, for his
hard work in keeping the association
in such good shape over the last three
years. One of the areas that the BASEES
committee has been discussing over the
past year has been how the association
interacts with its members: we launched
a new, and more contemporary logo,
at our conference in April and, during
November, we will be moving to a new
website that will considerably improve
our communications. Do look at
www.basees.org in the course of the
next few weeks.

During the summer, I had the privilege
of participating in the fifth East Asian
Congress on Slavic-Eurasian Studies, held
in Osaka. The Japanese Council for Russian
and East European Studies staged an
excellent meeting, attracting more than 150
scholars from across Asia, and the papers
gave insight into the particular focuses of
research in Asian countries on our area of
study. The view ‘from the East’ offered fresh
perspectives on familiar – and sometimes
unfamiliar – topics, reminding me that
Russian influence on, and interaction with,
Asian states and cultures has been complex
and persistent. In 2015, Japan will host
the IX World Congress of the International
Council for Central and East European
Studies in Chiba, just east of Tokyo. This will
be the first time that the ICCEES congress
has been held outside Europe or North
America since its inception in 1974, and the
Japanese promise an exceptional experience
in both academic and cultural terms.
The congress will give the opportunity to
discuss our research with colleagues from
very different academic traditions and
backgrounds – the Osaka meeting included
scholars from China, Kazakhstan, South
Korea, Kyrgyzstan, Mongolia, Taiwan and
Tajikistan as well as from Japan and Russia
itself. The call for papers for the 2015
congress will be published in the next
few weeks: I encourage as many BASEES
members as possible to submit panel and
paper proposals – it would be good to
have strong British representation at the
congress, while Japanese hospitality will be
generous and unique.

While BASEES represents scholars who
study Russia and Eastern Europe, we as
an association also have a deep interest in
the ways in which our colleagues in the
countries we study are able to work and
function. Many people will be aware of the
legislation making radical changes to the
Russian Academy of Sciences. The British
Academy – as the UK’s national academy
for the humanities and social sciences – has
taken the lead in making representations to
the Russian government about the need to
preserve the independence of the Russian
Academy, and there has been a strong
campaign by Russian colleagues to ensure
that reform is properly structured.
The Russian government’s attitude to NGOs
that receive funding from abroad has also
given cause for concern. The Levada Centre
– one of the premier sociological research
institutes in Russia – found itself the subject
of investigation by the Moscow prosecutor
during the summer. A number of BASEES
members have worked closely with the
Levada Centre over the years and its work
has received considerable international
praise. BASEES was able to make
representations to the Russian government,
demonstrating the wide international
recognition that the Levada Centre has
gained and emphasising the benefits that
the Russian academic community gains
from its international links. The situation
remains difficult for Levada and similar
organisations, and it is very much in our
interests to support their work. >>
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Conferences and
Calls for Papers
Call for Papers: One-Day Symposium
on New UK Research in NineteenthCentury Russian Literature
Darwin College, Cambridge
1 February 2014
Abstracts of 250 words for papers on
any aspect of nineteenth-century Russian
literature should be submitted to the
organisers by 15 December 2013.
19thcrusslit.weebly.com
Performance Art in Central and
Eastern Europe
Chicago, CAA Annual Conference
12-15 February 2014
www.collegeart.org/proposals/
2014callforparticipation
13th International Postgraduate
Conference on Central and Eastern
Europe: “Old Rules & New Traditions:
Generational Divides in Central and
Eastern Europe”
UCL SSEES
19-21 February 2014
www.ucl.ac.uk/ssees
Writing and Reading Russian Biography
in the 19th and 20th Centuries
University College, University of Oxford
14-16 March 2014
www.univ.ox.ac.uk/univ-events/conferencewriting-and-reading-russian-biography19th-and-20th-centuries
Call for Papers: Historical Memory
of Russia: Past and Present
Yuri Gagarin State Technical University of
Saratov
11-13 April 2014
Please contact Andrei Makarov
(anmakarov@yandex.ru) before 1 December
2013. Abstracts by 1st February 2014
Children’s Literature as a Territory
of Conflicts
Institute of Russian Literature (The Pushkin
House), St. Petersburg, Russia
1-4 June 2014
15th International Bakhtin Conference:
Bakhtin as Praxis: Academic Production,
Artistic Practice, Political Activism
Stockholm, Sweden
23-27 July 2014
A Celebration of Mikhail Lermontov:
Poet, Cavalry Officer, Celebrity
Moffat
3-5 October 2014
IX ICCEES World Congress
Makuhari, Japan
3-8 August 2015
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>> During the past few years, the annual
BASEES conference in Cambridge has
developed into the key annual European
meeting for scholars who work on Eastern
Europe and Russia. The 2013 conference –
explicitly promoted as a European congress
– attracted almost 500 participants to
Cambridge, a 50 per cent increase on the
previous year’s attendance. Feedback on
the conference has been very positive, and
I hope that we can continue to develop
our annual conference so that it attracts
a wide range of participants from across
Europe – and, indeed, further afield. We are
very fortunate that English has become the
premier recognised international academic
language and that European colleagues are
keen to come to this country and participate
in our gatherings. This position provides
us with the unique opportunity – even
though geographically we are located at
one extremity of the European continent
– to become the central meeting point
for scholars of East European and Russian
studies. Alongside the growing attraction
of the BASEES conference, Europe-Asia
Studies has witnessed a significant increase
in the number of submissions it receives,
and now publishes ten issues each year,
while the BASEES/Routledge monograph
series continues to enjoy very considerable
academic and commercial success. The
indications are that there will be more than
400 papers presented at the 2014 BASEES
conference next April and that it will
continue to provide an unrivalled experience
in presenting new research in our area from
a very wide range of sources.

generation of scholars, by offering small
research and travel grants to postgraduate
students and by providing financial support
for conferences and seminars that are
aimed at research students. This year, we
have extended this area of our work by
instituting a Postgraduate Prize for the
best scholarly article by a postgraduate
student in our area: the first winner of
the prize will be announced at the 2014
conference in Cambridge, and I hope
that the prize will come to be seen as
prestigious as the Nove and Blazyca prizes
that BASEES offers to more established
scholars for book publications. The current
climate makes postgraduate study in the
area of East European and Russian studies
a tough commitment for new graduates
to undertake, but it is very much in our
interests to do as much as we can to nurture
the coming generation of young scholars.
I have been deeply impressed by the
tenaciousness and imagination shown by
UK postgraduate students and by the very
high quality of the work that they produce,
despite the heavy demands placed on them
by the need to perfect their knowledge of
Slavonic languages and to carry out research
in environments that are often difficult and
challenging. It is encouraging that many of
the leading UK universities in Slavonic and
East European Studies have been successful
in gaining funding through the AHRC’s
recently-announced Doctoral Training
Partnerships scheme – we must encourage
talented students to consider continuing
along an academic path and to seek AHRC
funding where it is available.

One of the most important areas of work
that BASEES carries out is to promote
the health and development of the next

Peter Waldron, President, BASEES
& Professor of Modern History,
University of East Anglia

Beyond the East-West Divide:
Rethinking Balkan Music’s Poles of Attraction
The interdisciplinary international
conference Beyond the East-West
Divide: Rethinking Balkan Music’s Poles
of Attraction, co-organised by BASEES
Study Group for Russian and Eastern
European Music (REEM), Institute of
Musicology and the Department of Fine
Arts and Music of the Serbian Academy
of Sciences and Arts (SASA), took place
in Belgrade, Serbia, between 26 and 29
September 2013.
Participants from 16 countries (Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, FYR
Macedonia, Germany, Greece, Hungary,
Japan, Romania, Russia, Serbia, Slovenia,
Turkey, United Kingdom and USA) presented

their research on the diverse musical
practices of the Balkan region, ranging from
the earliest preserved church music sources
to contemporary popular genres. The
keynote lectures were delivered by Timothy
Rice, Professor of Ethnomusicology at the
University of California, Los Angeles, a
world-renowned specialist in the traditional
music of southeastern Europe, and Danica
Petrović , a long-standing director of
the Institute of Musicology SASA and a
specialist in Slavonic music manuscripts from
the fifteenth to the nineteenth centuries.
Two plenary sessions, devoted to various
aspects of Balkan music and its ’poles of
attraction’, with presentations by Warwick
Edwards, Nevena Daković , Melita Milin, >>
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BASEES one-day Postgraduate
Workshop – Call for Papers:
‘MODERNITY’
University of Glasgow, Thursday 23rd
January 2014, 09:30 – 17:00
This workshop is designed to bring together
postgraduate research students to explore
ideas relating to critical approaches to
concepts of ‘modernity’ in the context of
former Soviet and Central East European
state- socialist countries.
We welcome applications from a wide
range of (inter)disciplinary backgrounds,
including, but not limited to: sociology,
history, politics, geography and linguistics.
We are particularly interested in ideas
and practices relating to ‘modernity’, and
interpretations of how modernities may
shape understandings of and responses to
processes of economic crisis, consumerism,
extremism, apathy, gender, protest, media,
unemployment, sexualities, culture,
technological change, violence, migration
and borders.
For example, recent historical debates
have looked to chart the ways in
which Russian and other East European
societies can be said to have ‘traversed
the terrain of modernity’ during the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries.
Discussions on more contemporary issues
have examined how in Russia and
other post- Soviet countries, concepts
of modernity and progress are being
re-examined in the light of shifting patterns
of globalisation, renewed religiosity,
individualisation and political activism. The
European Union continues to define itself
as an institution which offers ‘progress’
to former state-socialist countries via
‘transition’ to market-based democracy.
This workshop will provide a supportive
space for both early stage and advanced
postgraduate researchers to consider
theoretical issues raised by the term
‘modernity’ in the context of their own
research development.

>> Ivan Moody, Katy Romanou and
Katarina Tomašević , also drew considerable
attention.The conference comprised
another ten panels (dedicated to church
music, ethnomusicology, ethnochoreology,
historical musicology, popular music studies
etc.) and a series of accompanying events,
all of which were open to public and
attracted large audiences. These included:
Ivana Medić ‘s piano recital with music
inspired by Balkan folklore; a round-table
on Jim Samson’s latest book, Music in the
Balkans (Leiden: Brill, 2013), with Jelena
Jovanović , Melita Milin, Katy Romanou
and Valentina Sandu-Dediu talking about
various aspects of Samson’s remarkable
endeavour; a lecture by Prof. Darko
Tanasković , a distinguished islamologist and
diplomat; a screening of ethnomusicological

films authored by Haris Sarris, Svetlana
Azanjac and Fatih Akin, showcasing musical
practices and rituals from Greece, Serbia and
Turkey; and a visit to the travelling exhibit
Imaginary Balkan: Identities and Memory in
the Long Nineteenth Century. These events
were organised with partnering institutions
– SASA Gallery, Belgrade City Library,
Ethnographic Museum, Historical Museum
and Goethe-Institut Belgrad. The conference
in its entirety offered precious insights and
multiple perspectives on how the Balkans
and their musical legacy are perceived both
by the ’locals’ and the ’outsiders’. As Prof.
Rice has remarked, the myriad case studies
presented at the conference enhanced the
potential for comparative studies of how
local musicians, scholars and activists might
think about the poles of East and West.

Philip Bullock, Katerina Levidou
and Ivana Medić, Convenors of the
BASEES Study Group for Russian and
Eastern European Music (REEM)
Top: Ethnomusicologists Marija Dumnić (Serbia),
Vesna Bajić Stojiljković (Slovenia), Timothy
Rice (USA), Gergana Panova Tekath (Bulgaria/
Germany), Danka Lajić Mihajlović (Serbia) and
Warwick Edwards (United Kingdom).
Left: Ivana Medić , convenor of REEM/BASEES,
after her piano recital.
Below: Katerina Levidou, convenor of REEM/
BASEES, at the opening ceremony.

Please send abstracts (max 200 words),
including details of institutional affiliation,
to Amy Watson a.watson.2@research.
gla.ac.uk. The deadline for abstracts is
Friday 29th November 2013.
Papers will be 15 minutes long. Some
funding for travel or accommodation costs
will be available, so please state in your
application if you require this.
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Maney Publishing
BASEES members are entitled to
discounted rates from Maney journals
in Slavonic and East European Studies
including Slavonica, Central Europe and
Oxford German Studies.

BASEES/Routledge Series on
Russian and East European Studies
With 92 books published and three
more in production, the BASEES/
Routledge books series goes from
strength to strength.
It publishes original, high-quality, researchlevel work by both new and established
scholars on all aspects of Russian, Soviet,
post-Soviet and East European studies in
humanities and social science subjects.
Recently published titles include Soviet
Economic Management under Khrushchev:
The Sovnarkhoz reform by Nataliya Kibita
(pictured above, far left), Soviet Consumer
Culture in the Brezhnev Era by Natalya
Chernyshova (pictured above, second
from left), The Transition to Democracy
in Hungary: Árpád Göncz and the postcommunist Hungarian presidency, by Dae
Soon Kim (pictured above, third from left)

BASEES Annual Conference
5-7 April 2014
The BASEES 2014 Annual Conference
will take place 5-7 April and will be
based as usual at Fitzwilliam College,
Cambridge.
Building upon the success of the 2013
BASEES/ICCEES Congress ‘Europe: Crisis and
Renewal’, the BASEES Annual Conference
continues to attract scholars of Slavonic and
East European Studies from a wide range of
disciplines from across the world. In 2014
programme we will include more than 400
papers in Politics; History; Sociology and
Geography; Film and Media, Languages
and Linguistics; Literatures and Cultures;
Economics. The keynote speakers for the
conference will be announced shortly. The
registration and the programme will go
live in November at www.basees2014.org.
General enquiries about the conference are
welcome at info@basees2014.org.

and The Politics of HIV/AIDS in Russia,
by Ulla Pape, all of whom are first time
authors. Forthcoming in November is
The Capitalist Transformation of State
Socialism: The making and breaking
of State Socialist society, and what
followed, an important work by David
Lane (pictured above right), one of the
leading British scholars in Russian and East
European studies.
New proposals for the series are very
welcome, and should be sent in the first
instance to the series editor, Professor
Richard Sakwa at the University of Kent –
R.Sakwa@kent.ac.uk.
From the reviews of published books:
“The work [The Communist Youth
League and the Transformation of the
Soviet Union, 1917-1932] is thorough
and well researched. A reader seeking an
introductory comprehensive overview to the
Komsomol would do well to begin here.”
William B. Husband, Slavic Review
“Celebrity and Glamour in Contemporary
Russia is a valuable academic study of the
new ideology of glamour that celebrates
the triumph of capitalism in modern Russia.
Written in a lively and engaging style, this
volume could also provide an enjoyable
reading experience for the interested nonacademic reader.”
Larissa Rudova, Studies in Russian and
Soviet Cinema
“Frances Millard’s new book [Democratic
Elections in Poland, 1991-2007] is destined
to become an invaluable resource for all
scholars of Polish politics. Indeed, it should
be required reading, not just for those who
study Poland primarily, but for anyone who
ever wants to include a Polish election in
a cross-national analysis… I found myself
wishing there was an equivalent volume for
every other postcommunist country!”
Joshua A. Tucker, Slavic Review

Slavonica publishes work
in the fields of Russian,
Central and East European
Studies: literature, language,
linguistics, history, politics,
social issues, religion, music,
culture and the arts. To find
out how to subscribe, or submit an article
of your own, visit the journal homepage:
www.maneypublishing.com/journals/sla.
Recent articles include:
The Light Genre of Stalinism: Soviet Folklore
and Its Discontents
Exhibiting Russia: The Two London Russian
Exhibitions of 1917 and 1935
Nylon Curtain - Transnational And
Transsystemic Tendencies In The Cultural Life
Of State-Socialist Russia And East-Central
Europe
Central Europe publishes
original research articles on
the history, literature, visual
arts and music of the region,
from the Middle Ages to the
present. To find out how to
subscribe, or submit an article
of your own, visit the journal homepage:
www.maneypublishing.com/journals/ceu.
Recent articles include:
The Mind of the Nation: The Debate about
Volkerpsychologie, 1851-1900
Confession and Nation in Early Modern
Central Europe
‘Imposed Authenticity’: Approaching Eastern
European National Characterologies in the
Inter-war Period
Oxford German Studies
is a fully refereed journal,
which publishes in English
and German, based on
an inclusive conception of
German studies, centred
on the study of German
literature from the Middle Ages to the
present. To find out how to subscribe, or
submit an article of your own, visit the
journal homepage: www.maneypublishing.
com/journals/ogs.
Recent articles include:
Cultural Memory East v. West: Is What
Belongs Together Really Growing Together?
Conceptualizing the GDR - 20 Years After
Just another Vergangenheitsbewaltigung?
The Process of Coming to Terms with the
East German Past Revisited
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