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Editorial
The planning for the annual BASEES
conference in Cambridge next spring is
well under way. The meeting promises
to provide its customary extensive
range of panels that will give insight
into work right across our fields of
interests on Eastern Europe, Russia
and the former Soviet Union.
The opening keynote lecture will be given
by David Moon, whose book The Plough
that Broke the Steppes: Agriculture and
Environment on Russia's Grasslands, 17001914 won the association’s Nove Prize last
year for the best book published on Russian
studies. David Moon’s book was also chosen
by the Financial Times as one of the ten
best history books of the year, and we look
forward to his reflections.
The recently-established BASEES Women’s
Forum will follow its very successful launch
event last spring with a forum at the
conference to discuss issues surrounding
fieldwork in our region. This is a significant
area of concern for many scholars and
the forum will provide an opportunity to
share experiences and to hear about ways
in which fieldwork can be successfully
accomplished in what are often difficult
circumstances.

One important feature of the BASEES
conference is the constructive forum it
provides for graduate students to present
their work. At last year’s gathering,
graduate students themselves organised
an informal system of peer feedback on
conference papers, providing comment on
each other’s presentations. This proved to
be very valuable and we hope that it will be
repeated next spring. BASEES is also keen to
find out more about the graduate student
community in our field in this country, so
that we can use the information to help
direct our resources for research students in
the most effective way. We will be launching
a survey of graduate students in the next
few months and intend to have the results
available for discussion at the conference
next spring.

Following the screening last year of the play
Letters to Trotsky, next spring’s conference
will include a live theatre performance.
The London-based ensemble Molodyi
Teatr will present its production ‘Bloody
East Europeans’. Written by Uilleam
Blacker, from University College London,
and directed by Olesya Khromeychuk, a
historian at the University of East Anglia,
‘Bloody East Europeans’ is based on real life
accounts of migrants from different East
European countries living in London. The
play was a sell-out at this year’s Edinburgh
Fringe and we look forward very much to
seeing the production in Cambridge next
year. Registration for the conference will
open on 1 December: do register early to
take advantage of the discount for rapid
registration.

Supporting graduate students is one of the
most significant elements of the work that
BASEES carries out, and we are keen to
ensure that the financial and other resources
we have can be deployed to enhance the
experience of early career researchers to
the best possible effect. The BASEES grant
scheme has helped many research students
to fund travel costs to carry out research
in eastern Europe and Russia, and has also
supported the costs of participation at
international conferences to present papers.
The pressures on funding for research
students continue to intensify and we see
it as a vital part of our work to support
the next generation of scholars in our area.
The system of Doctoral Training Partnerships
funded by the Arts and Humanities Research
Council is now entering its second year >>

BASEES Newsletter s November 2015 s 1

Workshops, Conferences
and Calls for Papers
CONFERENCE:
REEM Annual Conference 2016
Migration and Mobility
School of Music, Cardiff University
Friday 24 June 2016
The BASEES Study Group for Russian and
Eastern European Music (REEM) invites
proposals for its 2016 annual conference,
to be held at the School of Music (Cardiff
University). The theme of the conference is
‘Migration and Mobility’, and we welcome
proposals that deal with any aspects
of migration in connection with Russia
and Central and Eastern Europe. More
information available at basees.org/
study-groups. Abstracts of no more than
400 words and short biographical notes
(of no more than 200 words) should be
sent to reemstudygroup@gmail.com by
31 December 2015.
CONFERENCE:
The annual Krakow conference on Russian
philosophy (krakowmeetings.eu/2016)
will take place on 5-8 June 2016
in Krakow, Poland.
The theme is ‘Peter Chaadaev: Between the
Love of Fatherland and the Love of Truth’.
Please apply before January 15, 2016. Nonspeaker applications will be accepted until
May 15, 2016. For more information, follow
us at facebook.com/krakowmeetings or
contact krakovskievstrechi@gmail.com.
CALL FOR PAPERS:
A special issue of Central and Eastern
Europe Migration Review, to be guest
edited by Costica Dumbrava (Maastricht
University), invites submissions of abstracts
by 30 November 2015 on the theme of
‘Citizenship in Post-Communist Central and
Eastern Europe: Contracting, Expanding
and Overlapping’.
This special issue seeks to analyse the
development of citizenship regimes in postcommunist CEE by both providing insights
into specific national and regional- issues
and reflecting on the existing literature
` perspective.
on citizenship from a regional
We invite original contributions from
researchers working on citizenship and
migration policies that focus on specific
cases in the CEE region or take broader
comparative perspectives integrating
various CEE cases into the wider European
and global context. Abstracts of no more
than 500 words should be submitted to
´
Renata Stefanska
at ceemr@uw.edu.pl.

>> and BASEES is keen to discover the ways
in which this new method of allocating
doctoral studentships has affected our area
of study. It is vital that we maintain national
expertise across our areas of study, and
that strategically important subjects are
protected and continue to thrive. The recent
focus of international attention on Russia
and eastern Europe has demonstrated very
clearly the importance of having wideranging expertise on these areas, and
BASEES wants to ensure that there is a
continuing stream of research students who
will be able to contribute to the national
pool of knowledge.
BASEES plays a full part in national
organisations that are devoted to promoting
the arts, humanities and social sciences. One
important body is the Arts and Humanities
Alliance (http://artsandhums.org/) which
brings together learned societies across
the country. This body has played a crucial
role in helping to shape national policies
on open access for journals, and is now
contributing to the discussions around

the opportunities for open access to be
extended to books. The AHA provides an
excellent opportunity for its members to
share experiences and knowledge and its
last meeting gave insights into patterns
of student recruitment and demand for
MA programmes. As a bridge between
undergraduate programmes and research
degree, the MA is an essential part of the
academic experience, yet it sometimes
appears to be neglected and its crucial
importance to be under-recognised. MA
programmes, of course, attract a much
wider range of students that simply those
who wish to proceed to a research degree,
and the art of constructing programmes
that will appeal to a broad constituency
of students is complicated. AHA members
reflected on the differing principles used to
construct MA programmes and intend to
pursue this issue at future meetings.
Peter Waldron
President, BASEES, and
Professor of Modern History,
University of East Anglia

Lecture Series
The Department of Slavonic Studies at the University of Cambridge is hosting a
series of lectures on the theme of ‘A Sense of Place’ by scholars including Lilya
Kaganovsky, Simon Franklin, Katharine Holt, Uilleam Blacker, and Jane Costlow.
‘A Sense of Place’ explores the lived
environment of East Europe, Russia and
Eurasia through sensory awareness and
human emotion. It examines the sounds
and textures, scents and sights that
produce a ‘sense of place’—that is, the
practices, perceptions and emotions that
shape the deeply felt character of a site.
The talks in this series will consider how
setting, language, imagery, perceptions and
emotions interact to shape and condition

a sense of place across the ages, from the
medieval to the contemporary period.
Lectures take place during term-time in
2015-16 at the Umney Theatre, Robinson
College. More information can be found at:
mml.cam.ac.uk/slavonic

For
more d
etails
on all
confer
ences
and ev
ents, v
isit:
basees
.org/
confer
ences
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Awards, Grants,
and Research News

BASEES Women’s Forum

Professor Elena
Korosteleva
(School of Politics
and International
Relations,
University of Kent)
is Co-Investigator
on a project led
by Dr Piret Ehin
(Centre for EU-Russia Studies, University
of Tartu) which has been awarded over
€1 million in a grant from the EU’s
‘Horizon 2020’ Work Programme 2014-15.

The 2015 Annual Conference saw the
launch of the BASEES Women’s Forum,
with a panel discussion about the
role of women in the development of
Slavonic and East European Studies. In
the second of a series of extracts from
this discussion, Professor Mary Buckley
(University of Cambridge) describes her
experiences of US and UK academia.

The three-year project, entitled ‘Building
Research Excellence in Russian and East
European Studies at the Universities of Tartu,
Uppsala and Kent’, aims to increase research
excellence and to promote international
visibility and integration of the three European
universities – Tartu in Estonia, Uppsala in
Sweden, and Kent in the UK – in the field
of Russian and East European Studies.
The project envisages the launch of an
ambitious new academic conference series,
organization of five international schools,
extensive inter-institutional mobility, joint
supervision of doctoral students and
postdoctoral fellows, coordinated promotion
of research outputs, joint conceptualization
and launch of new collaborative research
projects, as well as extensive dissemination
and communication measures. Professor
Korosteleva and colleagues Igor MerheimEyre, Eske van Gils and Irena Mnatsakanyan
have also had evidence published (read
it here) for a House of Lords enquiry on
the ‘Strategic Review of the EU's Foreign
and Security Policy’, entitled ‘Towards
European Global Strategy: Challenges and
Opportunities’.
CONFERENCE REPORT
An international conference dedicated
to ‘The Wide, Wide World of Leo Tolstoy’
took place in Moffat, Scotland from 18-20
September this year, hosted by Moffat Book
Events which also organized a Lermontov
bicentenary commemoration in 2014.
Co-organizers and participants in the
conference included representatives of
the All-Russian State Library for Foreign
Literature (VGBIL), the Russian Institute of
Translation, and the State Museum-Estate of
Yasnaya Polyana. Speakers included Tolstoy
biographer Pavel Basinsky (reading from his
book Flight from Heaven, soon to appear in
English translation); Dmitry Bak (Director of
Moscow’s State Literary Museum); Robert
Whittaker, Professor of Russian at Lehman
College, New York; and the Yasnaya Polyana
Museum’s senior director Galina Alekseeva.

How I came
to be where I
am is really the
result of lots
of accidents
and happy
coincidences
plus some
persistence.
It was accidental that I did a doctorate in
Political Science in the USA. One day in the
pub after an evening seminar, Professor
Bernard Crick at Birkbeck told me that
Vanderbilt University was offering Teaching
Fellowships, fees and a stipend for doctoral
students. At the time I thought 1970s
America looked much more exciting than
the UK, so I applied, was offered a place
and off I went in 1974. The training was
incredibly hard work, highly rigorous and
really tooled me up. After three exhausting
years, best relieved by the bluegrass bars of
Nashville and canoeing on the Duck River, I
was ready for my thesis. My starting point
was the concept of ideology in political
theory and in theoretical approaches to the
study of the USSR. I picked the zhenskii
vopros as I had spotted in the Current Digest
to the Soviet Press that a lively Soviet debate
was taking place amongst demographers,
economists, sociologists and others. So I
went to the Director of Graduate Studies,
gave him my topic, and added, ‘So I’ll have
to learn Russian.’ He said, ‘You can’t do
that.’ I said, ‘Yes, I can.’ He repeated,
‘No, you cannot.’ So of course I did not
take his advice and proceeded, with Bob
Donaldson as my primary supervisor.
In the USA, nobody tried to stop me
working on women. I think Gail Lapidus’s
book Women in Soviet Society did a lot in
the profession to make the study of gender
look highly respectable. Barbara Holland’s
anthology Soviet Sisterhood (1985) marked
a sea-change in the UK, soon to be followed
by contributions in the l980s and l990s
from Linda Edmondson, Sue Bridger, Lynne
Attwood, Frances Pine, Genia Browning,
Hilary Pilkington, Melanie Ilic, Rebecca Kay

and Kathryn Pinnick. More recently Judith
Pallot, Laura Piacentini and Elena Katz have
researched women’s prisons in Russia.
I did find it odd, however, upon arrival in
Edinburgh in 1983 to discover I was the only
woman in the department. This was not like
the departments I had known in the USA.
The atmosphere was a bit weird. Not all of
the established members of the department
knew how to treat me as a colleague in
the sense of finding it easy to say, ‘Hey,
let’s have lunch.’ Certainly promotion was
harder for me, not that I ever pushed for
it or actually even thought about it. I was
so grateful for a job at all. I did not ‘see’
the promotion issue – something today’s
young women might find a bit odd, even
very backward. I noticed others win chairs
with far fewer publications and without
having to work in a foreign language or do
field work. But I loved the job and it was
really the making of me. I was free to design
my own courses with no-one looking over
my shoulder and had immense freedom to
do what I liked, pick research topics that
fascinated me and apply for research grants
and buy myself out to write.
The situation for women in the profession
today and feminist studies is different. First,
women are more visible. Second, promotion
is easier – for men and for women. Third,
there is some very good research being
done. My personal take on gender is
that it is just one variable. It is relevant
to most topics along with other variables
which all have to be considered together.
I don’t believe in disciplinary boundaries
and ‘gender’ anyway crosses them. Most
studies should include gender, but where
relevant. And fourth, odd comments about
women in the profession are perhaps fewer,
although that is hard to gauge, and there
still persist odd backlashes. I soon learnt
back in the 1980s that the comment ‘he’s
a formidable man’ has one meaning and
‘she’s a formidable woman’ invariably
carries other connotations. And I recall that
when around 25 per cent of the politics
department in Edinburgh was finally made
up of female lecturers, a colleague from
another department remarked to me: ‘Gosh,
there are a lot of women in the politics
department.’ I think I made a polite remark
about their continued minority status.
The first BASEES Women’s Forum Prizes
will be awarded at the 2016 Annual
Conference. Nominations are still open for
the postgraduate paper prize: basees.org/
basees-womens-forum-prizes
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Fieldwork Report

Meet COSEELIS…

Corina Snitar,
a PhD student
in Central
and Eastern
European Studies
(University
of Glasgow),
received a
BASEES grant
towards fieldwork in Romania which
she carried out between April and
September 2015.
Corina’s topic is ‘Opposing Communism:
The 1956 Students’ Movement In
Timisoara’. In her Fieldwork Report to
the BASEES Committee, Corina describes
her research in Timisoara, including
interviews with the organisers and
participants in the 1956 protest which
allowed her to identify their reasons
for taking part, the political, social and
economic circumstances involved, the
development of the events culminating in
the protest, the countermeasures taken
by the authorities, and the consequences
of their involvement. She also undertook
archival research at the National Archives
in Timisoara which threw light on the
authorities’ reaction after the Hungarian
revolt begun, and during and after the
students’ movement.
Corina completed additional fieldwork
and archival study in Cluj-Napoca and
Bucharest, including interviews with
participants and historians which allowed
her to verify parallels between the
Timisoara student protests and action
taken by ethnically Magyar students in
Cluj-Napoca.

The COSEELIS committee 2015

COSEELIS (Council for Slavonic and East European Library and Information
Services) is the organization that promotes the acquisition, dissemination and
preservation of library materials needed for Slavonic and East European Studies
throughout the UK; liaises with librarians, scholars, researchers and other subject
specialists; and helps publicise Slavonic special collections and new research
through its annual conference and exciting blog.
COSEELIS represents the interests of UK
libraries offering services and collections
in the field of Slavonic and East European
studies. It originated at a meeting convened
by SCONUL in November 1964 to address
the library implications of the rapid growth
of scholarly research and teaching in Soviet
and East European studies in general, and
to enhance cooperation between the major
UK libraries with active collections in this
area. The group’s journal Solanus launched
in 1966, continuing as an annual New
Series covering all aspects of librarianship,
archives, bibliography and publishing.
Since 1965 COSEELIS has held an annual
conference alternating between Cambridge
and another UK institution. The group
still maintains close links with parallel
organizations of Slavonic specialists in the
USA, Germany and France.
Most of the issues faced half a century ago
are still relevant today: cataloguing and
storage; budgetary and staffing challenges;

identifying gaps in holdings; user education
and liaison with students and academics.
The 21st century has brought a new trend
in collection development: the digital library.
COSEELIS has facilitated a collaborative
approach to the trial and acquisition of
new electronic resources; it also negotiates
substantial consortia deals and group
discounts for major digital archives, such
as Pravda, Izvestiia, Krokodil and the Stalin
Digital Archive. Fifty years since that first
conference, COSEELIS has seen considerable
changes in the countries whose languages
and cultures it promotes. It welcomes the
opportunity to meet their representatives
and to continue to support Slavonic studies
at every level and enable its members to
maintain the highest level of enthusiasm
for the subject and service to our libraries’
users. Subscribe to the COSEELIS blog at
coseelis.wordpress.com.
Angelina Gibson (Oxford) and
Susan Reynolds (British Library)

BASEES Series Free-to-View Compilation from Routledge
BASEES members can avail of this
exciting free-to-view compilation
from Routledge.
Routledge are pleased to bring you a
compilation of chapters from one of our
key Asian Studies book series, ‘BASEES/
Routledge Series on Russian and East
European Studies’.
This free compilation features a number of
chapters from the following titles within this
key series:

UÊ ,ÕÃÃ> >Ê,i>ÌÃÊÊÌ iÊ*ÃÌ ÀÃÃÊ
International Order (Chapter 6) By Marcin
Kaczmarski
UÊ iÜÊ ÕÀ«i¿ÃÊ iÜÊ iÛi«iÌÊ`Ê
(Chapter 7) By Balázs Szent-Iványi, Simon
Lightfoot
UÊ >ÃÌiÀÊ ÕÀ«iÊ>`ÊÌ iÊ >i}iÃÊvÊ
Modernity, 1800-2000 (Chapter 6) By
Stefano Bianchini
UÊ >Ì]Ê Ì VÌÞÊ>`Ê,>ViÊÊ,ÕÃÃ>Ê
Television (Chapter 3) Mediating PostSoviet Difference By Stephen Hutchings,
Vera Tolz

All the compilations are free for you to
view online at the Routledge website –
routledge.com/asianstudies – and to
read the BASEES compilation now!
DISCOUNT OFFER:
If you would like to purchase the above
books or any of the books in the BASEES
Series, simply enter the code ASFTV at
checkout to receive a 20% discount.
(N.B. the discount code is valid until
30th November 2015 and cannot be used
in conjunction with any other offer).
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