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TAKE
ACTION!

FrEDeRICK

Sitting alongside opposite banks of the Potomac, Loudoun (VA) and Frederick (MD) counties
are each experiencing explosive population growth and rapid urbanization. In fact, Loudoun
is one of the fastest growing counties in the country. Growth pressure radiating out from the
Washington, DC metro area is giving rise to new subdivisions, parking lots, and commercial
plazas in once-rural areas. The loss of forest and working lands leaves local streams and
rivers susceptible to flooding and increased pollution from urban runoff, sediment, and
lawn and crop chemicals. Growing suburban communities, like Loudoun and Frederick
counties, play a significant role in the health of the Potomac and our local waterways. These
communities can (un)pave the way for river friendly growth by investing in compact, mixeduse city centers and committing to thoughtful conservation of forests and rural lands.

LOUDOUN, VA
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Learn how you can support
river friendly growth and local
clean water protections.
www.potomac.org
/take-action

FREDERICK, MD
34 miles

Poor

349,679

241,409

Fastest growing county in the watershed

3rd fastest growing county in Maryland
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LEESBURG, VA
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FREDERICK CITY, MD

4,050

Trump National Golf Course

Weakened Stream Buffer Protections

Push for Bi-county “Outer Beltway”

County Ignores State Anti-Sprawl Law

legally clear-cut 1.5 miles of shoreline,
or 400+ trees along Potomac (2011).

by the VA Dept. of Transportation would add sprawl in
Loudoun and Prince William counties and irreversibly
destroy parkland, open space, and rural areas.

Declining Water Quality

There has been a steady decline in local stream
health over the last two decades, and a 2009 study
confirmed that 78% of stream miles in Loudoun were
in stress, including 42% in severe stress.

on Lake Linganore, Frederick City’s
water supply (2013).

County allows new subdivisions in forested
and farmland areas that should be protected
under the 2012 Sustainable Growth and
Agricultural Preservation Act.

Troubled Waters

A 2013 survey confirms that 50% of stream miles
in the county are degraded. The state lists the
Monocacy River as impaired from high levels
of nutrients and sediment.
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