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Sample Readings and Lessons: 



Discussion Questions: 
 

• Why did Charlie get picked on in school? 
• What were the two reasons Charlie dropped out of school in the 7th grade? 
• How did Charlie react to his brother getting a 40-year sentence? 
• Name 3 things that Charlie does now that he is proud of. 
• What do you think Charlie means when he says, “That’s where I got my love from— 

the streets”? 
• Have you ever felt like you wouldn’t live to the age of 21 like Charlie did? 
• Can you relate to any part of Charlie’s story? Which part? 



	   Fill-in-the-blank Writing Prompt 
 
 
IF YOU KNEW ME 
 
a poem by __________________ (your name here) 
 
 
 
 
You see that I _____________________________________________(fight,???) 
 
You see that I ________________________________________ (do what people want, ???) 
 
But you don’t know me 
 
 
You would know me if …   
 
You knew how hard it was to ________________________________ (hold in my anger, ???) 
 
You knew how I feel sometimes that ______________________________ (no one cares, ???) 
 
You knew how ________________________________________(my dad walked on me, ???) 
 
You see that I ________________________________________________ (swear,???) 
 
You see that I ________________________________________________ (smoke,???) 
 
But you don’t know me 
 
 
You would know me if …   
 
You knew how I ___________________________________ (express myself through art, ???) 
 
You knew how I _________________________________________ (like to cook, ???) 
 
You knew how I ______________________________(take care of my younger sisters, ???)  
 
	  


