Chapter One
Knowing God’s Word

I would like to begin this book with a prayer.
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, awesome is Your majesty;
all glory to Your name. Guide us in the study of this book.
Awaken our minds to Your glory, open our hearts to Your love,
and help us to dedicate our wills to Your service. In the name
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.
There is a great famine in our world today. It sweeps through the nations like a hot
desert wind. But the famine we face is not a famine of food or water. It is a famine of the
knowledge of God. We do not face a famine of religions or of philosophies of life. People are
starving for the greatness of God.
It has been said that the most important thing we can learn about in life is ourselves,
and that until we know ourselves we know little of life. But I have discovered that our greatest
need is not in learning about ourselves but in knowing who God is. We need to know what God
is like, what He desires for us and what He requires of us. In the study of God there is
something exceedingly improving to our minds, comforting to our hearts and challenging to our
wills. Without an accurate knowledge of God our world is a strange, mad and painful place. And
life is often a series of disappointing experiences. With an accurate knowledge of God,
however, we find true life and we find it more abundantly.
But where can we go to learn about God? The answer is a simple one. God has revealed
Himself in a book that we call the Bible or the Holy Scriptures. The Bible is the revealed Word of
God that communicates His will to us. To put it even more simply; the Word1 of God is the will
of God. In the fourth chapter of the gospel or good news of Matthew we have the account of
Jesus Christ being tempted by the devil in the wilderness. Let’s read what it says.
Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted
by the devil. 2 And when He had fasted forty days and forty nights,
afterward He was hungry. 3 Now when the tempter came to Him,
he said, “If You are the Son of God, command that these stones
become bread.”
4 But He answered and said, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread
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alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.’”2
(Matthew 4:1-4)
After forty days and nights of fasting Jesus Christ was hungry. In fact, I am sure that this
is an understatement. He was probably ravenous! But instead of giving in to the temptation to
turn the stones into bread to satisfy his gnawing hunger, Jesus said, “Man shall not live by bread
alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.” In the face of a temptation, to
meet a genuine need, Jesus quoted Scripture from the Old Testament book of Deuteronomy.3
And in doing this He lifts our vision from the purely material side of life to the more important
spiritual perspective. You and I are to live, not merely exist, but live life to the full by taking
heed to every word that proceeds from the mouth of God—that is the Bible.
Sadly though, too many times we have stuffed ourselves full of everything but the Word
of God. We have fed on false religions, and the opinions and philosophies of men. We develop
our ideals by what we read in magazines or by what we see on the internet or television.
Perhaps we have even dabbled in low calorie Christianity4 but our deep hunger remains.
Those who study society tell us that we are living in an age of high anxieties. People are
more disillusioned with what life is all about than perhaps at any time in world history. Our
homes are filled with technologies and appliances. Our spare time is filled with great
entertainments. But like rows of shiny new cars we are perfect in every way except that there is
no gas in the tank. Life was different however for an Old Testament prophet named Jeremiah.
Much like our own day, Jeremiah lived in a land filled with political and moral corruption. His
country faced many dangers. But Jeremiah’s heart was filled with joy. How did this happen?
Here is Jeremiah’s answer.
Your words were found, and I ate them,
And Your word was to me the joy and rejoicing of my heart;
For I am called by Your name,
O LORD God of hosts.
(Jeremiah 15:16)
Even when his life was under great stress Jeremiah’s heart was full of joy and rejoicing
because it was filled with God’s Word. Jeremiah didn’t actually eat the scrolls upon which God’s
Word was written. But he read the Scriptures filling his heart and mind with it and it changed
his life for the better. God’s Word brings us comfort and strength and solid hope even in the
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midst of our deepest trials. In the midst of his own terrible ordeal, the Old Testament hero of
the faith, Job, declared concerning the holy Scriptures,
I have not departed from the commandment of His lips;
I have treasured the words of His mouth
More than my necessary food.
(Job 32:12)
Food is essential for sustaining life. But Job knew that he needed more than physical food to
overcome in life. He needed the revealed will of God that we find in the Bible.
The Word of God is the will of God and when we learn it, understand it and apply it in
our lives we will be filled with joy and great hope. God said to Jeremiah,
For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the LORD,
thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope.
(Jeremiah 29:11)
God has a plan for us—for you! And it is not a plan for evil. It is a plan to give you peace and a
future filled with a good hope. And we learn about this plan in the Bible, the written Word of
God. The Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, revealed what this future hope is when he began
His ministry.
Now after John5 was put in prison, Jesus came to Galilee, preaching the
gospel6 of the kingdom of God, 15 and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and
the kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel.”
(Mark 1:14, 15)
When Jesus Christ began His ministry he proclaimed the good news of the kingdom of
God. One of the most important subjects associated with God’s plan of salvation is this future
kingdom that will dominate our world. God never intended for our world to be filled with sin,
sickness, heart-ache, sorrow, tragedy and death. In the beginning, when God first created our
world it was a paradise. And the first man and woman, Adam and Eve, lived a life of joy and
peace with God and then with one another. But then Adam sinned against God bringing sin,
corruption and death to both humanity and our world.7
But God is going to cleanse and transform our world back to its original purity when He
sets up His kingdom upon this world. This kingdom is what Jesus referred to when He taught us
to pray saying,
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Our Father in heaven,
Hallowed be Your name.
10 Your kingdom come.
Your will be done
On earth as it is in heaven.
(Matthew 6:9, 10)
This kingdom will be established over the entire earth when Jesus Christ returns as King
of kings and Lord of lords.8 The question before us now is this: how do we enter this coming
kingdom? We are given the answer in the gospel of the apostle9 John.
There was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the
Jews. 2 This man came to Jesus by night and said to Him, “Rabbi,
we know that You are a teacher come from God; for no one can do
these signs that You do unless God is with him.”
3 Jesus answered and said to him, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless
one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”
(John 3:1-3)
Nicodemus was a leader within the Jewish community of his day. And Jesus knew that
the longing in his heart was for the hope of the coming kingdom of God. Therefore Jesus Christ
immediately begins to speak about the kingdom and said that no one can enter the kingdom
without being born again; in other words, without being saved from sin and its penalty which is
death.10 Therefore Christ declared,
For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son,
that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting
life. 17 For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the
world, but that the world through Him might be saved.
(John 3:16, 17)
It is through faith in the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, that we gain the hope of
everlasting life in the future coming kingdom of God. In the Old Testament book of Isaiah, there
is a prophecy about the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. We tend to read this prophecy at
Christmas time, when we celebrate the birth of Jesus. But the prophecy has very little to do
with the birth of Christ. Instead it concerns His return to this earth to rule over it.
For unto us a Child is born,
Unto us a Son is given;
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And the government will be upon His shoulder.
And His name will be called
Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God,11
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
7 Of the increase of His government and peace
There will be no end,
Upon the throne of David and over His kingdom,
To order it and establish it with judgment and justice
From that time forward, even forever.
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this.
(Isaiah 9:6, 7)
Since the time of His death and resurrection for our salvation, Jesus sits exalted in
heaven at God’s right hand.12 But there is a day coming when Jesus Christ will return to this
earth and rule as king over all and our world will be full of peace13. Those who put their faith in
Christ now for the forgiveness of their sins will enjoy everlasting life in this coming kingdom, as
well as a foretaste of that future glory even now. Jesus said,
The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy.
I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more
abundantly.
(John 10:10)
So often in life our dreams are stolen, our hopes are killed and lives are destroyed. But
when we come into salvation by faith in Christ we can have life and have it more abundantly.
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We can live lives full of God’s wisdom, power, love and joy. The apostle John wrote in his first
letter,
That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we
have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands
have handled, concerning the Word of life— 2 the life was manifested,
and we have seen, and bear witness, and declare to you that eternal life
which was with the Father and was manifested to us— 3 that which we
have seen and heard we declare to you, that you also may have fellowship
with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son Jesus
Christ. 4 And these things we write to you that your joy may be full.
(1 John 1:1-4)
John wrote his letter so that you and I could know that we have fellowship with God and
His Son Jesus Christ. When you are in fellowship with someone you share something fully with
that person. When we have faith in Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior we share fully in his
resurrected life and glory; we share fully in the love and goodness and mercy of God. Therefore
our lives can be filled with joy!
The Bible was written so that we might know God; that we might understand His Word,
His heart, His will. The Bible was written so that we might know God’s plan of salvation
centered in His Son, Jesus Christ. In the Bible God reveals Himself to us and gives us promises,
principles and commandments that cover every area of life. The Bible is truth about life; truth
that makes us free.
Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, “If you abide in My
word, you are My disciples indeed. 32 And you shall know the truth,
and the truth shall make you free.”
(John 8:31, 32)
Everyone wants to be free. But there is only one way to be truly free and this is by knowing,
believing and being obedient to the Word of God. The apostle Paul wrote to his young associate
Timothy and declared,
But you must continue in the things which you have learned and been
assured of, knowing from whom you have learned them, 15 and that
from childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to
make you wise for salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.
16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine,
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, 17 that the man
of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.
(2 Timothy 3:14-17)

The Scriptures are able to make us wise for salvation. The Bible is essential to teach us
sound doctrine; the right things to believe. It will reprove us where we are wrong and correct us
back to the truth. The Scriptures will equip us for every good work. And we can be sure that the
Scriptures are God’s Word and will to us for “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God.”
Take careful note of this phrase “given by inspiration of God.” The original Greek word
from which this phrase is translated is theopneustos. This Greek word literally means “God
breathed.” This is a figure of speech that puts the emphasis on the source of Scripture. All
Scripture, the whole Bible, is “God breathed.” In other words it comes from God. Do you
remember what Jesus Christ said about how life is to be lived? He said, “Man shall not live by
bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.”
When we understand, believe and obey the Bible we know what life is truly all about.
We understand why we need to be born again and saved from our sins. When we understand
the Word of God we have a firm anchor for all of the storms of life. We can separate truth from
error; we can have God’s wisdom and power for all of life. We can have hope for the future.
And we can live a truly blessed life.
Blessed is the man
Who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly,
Nor stands in the path of sinners,
Nor sits in the seat of the scornful;
2 But his delight is in the law of the LORD,
And in His law he meditates day and night.
3 He shall be like a tree
Planted by the rivers of water,
That brings forth its fruit in its season,
Whose leaf also shall not wither;
And whatever he does shall prosper.
(Psalm 1:1-3)

