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 Vivamus tincidunt sollicitudin nisl. 

Grace

and peace to you all in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ! Although
it may not look it, or feel it, it is Spring
time again. The time for renewal and
growth. The upcoming appearance of
warmth
and
summer is always
something to look
forward to, but we
must also remain
present
in
the
present. We mustn’t get trapped
always looking to tomorrow and what
we will do then. In Ephesians 5 we are
told to be wise and make the most of
every opportunity. It doesn’t matter
what today looks like, it is a day God
has appointed you to be alive in.

Think about that. Our days here are
numbered. Why wait for a better
opportunity or for tomorrow when things
might look brighter? As Rev. Herke will
expound upon later, we as individuals
have such potential,
and that potential is
magnified when we
magnify the name
of Yahweh. So why
not take advantage
of that? God doesn’t waste a single
day. So get up. Stop looking to
tomorrow and look around you at what
today is offering. Look for the
circumstances and people you can
make a difference with today.
-Michael LaMattina

In This Issue:
A fellow sojourner reminds
us that we can be the
presence of God to
someone else.

Rev. Carl Herke marvels at
the power we have through
our relationship with God.

We are greeted with a smile
and good news from Pastor
Augustin Omana.
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Rev LaMattina digs into
scripture in order to tell us
about the coming Kingdom.

Would you like to contribute
to the newsletter? Here’s how!
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Our lives may matter more than we think for eternity.
“And He has made from one blood every nation of men to dwell on all the face of the
earth, and has determined their pre-appointed times and the boundaries of their
dwellings, 27 so that they should seek the Lord, in the hope that they might grope for Him
and find Him, though He is not far from each one of us;” 28 Acts 17:26-27 NKJV
“…Also He has put eternity in their hearts…” Ecclesiastes 3:11b NKJV
At some point in life, all wonder about God and eternity. This truth has become
increasingly real to me. My awareness was initially heightened by Julia Fisher’s astute
article in the last newsletter, followed by visits to several major metropolitan museums. Q:
What provides most of our knowledge about previous times and civilizations and fills much
of our art and history museums? A: art and artifacts related to worship and the afterlife!
In addition, a vast amount of literature throughout time has been devoted to the end of
the world or the afterlife.
Most reading this article will know that God reaches out through the Bible, His written word.
The Bible tells us that God is everywhere present at all times throughout history. Thankfully
before any of us ever hear of the Bible, God is seeking us!
From the skies, God reaches out to suggest His presence to all peoples throughout time.
We are told in Psalms 19:1, “The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament
shows his handiwork.” As we consider the sky, we sense God’s immensity, wisdom and
orderliness. Through each day’s sunrise and the regular march of the stars across the night
skies, we sense God’s faithfulness. Through the seasons and tides, we sense our
interconnection with the heavens. Even when all seems dark on Earth, the stars and
galaxies still exist and follow their orbits, encouraging us that God is always there, working
all things for His purposes. I encourage you to consider further what the heavens can
teach.

God is also reaching out through you and me. Often people will read us before they
ever read a Bible.

“ 2You are our epistle written in our hearts, known and read by all men; 3 clearly you are an
epistle of Christ, ministered by us, written not with ink but by the Spirit of the living God, not
on tablets of stone but on tablets of flesh, that is, of the heart. II Corinthians 3:2-4 NKJV
Let us aim to be powerful, winsome ambassadors living out the whole counsel of God.
Who knows how God may involve each of us in seekers from every nation, tribe and
tongue finding the truth about Him, what His son accomplished on the cross and how to
live in the great freedom that comes from this knowledge! Our lives can matter for
2
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The Power of Belief
By Rev. Carl Herke

Have you ever paused to marvel at
mankind’s ability to imagine, visualize and
bring into being the array of things that
we have over the generations? We can
go all the way back to Genesis to find that
even those who rebelled against the
Lordship of God were able to conceive
and accomplish very noteworthy things.
For example, after Cain had murdered his
brother Abel in Genesis chapter 4, and
was cursed by God, he and his offspring
went on to build cities, and to become
the fathers of farming, musicians and
artisans. Despite all the while living in
contempt of the authority of God.
Similarly, in Genesis 11, after God had
flooded the earth and mankind began
once again to replenish the earth from the
seeds of Noah and his family, we have
mankind coming together to pool their
knowledge via one common language.
Using that power of synergy not to the
glory of God, but instead in rebelling
against the Lordship of God as recorded
in Gen. 11:4 “And they said, Go, let us
build us a city and a tower, whose top
may reach unto heaven; and let us make
a name for ourselves…”. In other words,
their vision was for their own fame and
renoun, not in staying grateful and
thankful to God for all His benefits towards
them.
Verse 6 tells us that when the LORD saw
the city and the tower which mankind
had built, His response was, “Indeed the
people are one and they all have one
language, and this is what they begin to
do; now nothing that they propose to do
will be withheld from them..” We’re told

that God then confounded their language
and scattered them abroad across the
face of the earth, for the desired result of
having them stop building the city, yes, but
more importantly to thwart future efforts
toward self-aggrandizement. They needed
to return to their humble position in the
order of creation that God had
established.
Let’s focus for a moment on the aweinspiring insight we received from the
quote of the Lord God almighty himself in
these verses. Even when mankind is not
necessarily focusing on applying their time
and talents to the glory of God or
recognizing their rightful standing in His
creation, mankind has the potential that
nothing they imagine will be restrained
from them.
Still today we routinely see the great power
to imagine, envision, and bring to fruition
things never before conceived by earlier
generations. Mankind so often ignores their
Creator in the name of selfaggrandizement.
“Look at what I or we have done!!”, most
of mankind boasts. There are popular
documentaries, such as “The Secret” that
attempt to convey to the viewer the great
power that envisioning can play in the
accomplishments and even material
wealth that we can welcome into our lives.
So the innate power of envisioning and
giving life to an ideal, an invention,
architecture, art form etc. is undeniable.
Certainly there is much we can learn in our
application of this principal to our lives
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simply as members of the human race, to
do good and express our care for
mankind.
We are told in Ephesians 1:3 that, as
believers in Him, God has blessed us with
every spiritual blessing in the heavens
through Christ. Think about that… Every
spiritual and heavenly blessing is available
to the believer in Christ on top of the basic
capabilities we’ve previously examined!
Unfortunately, many only venture as far as
their human limits when it comes to
aspiring to a vision and working towards
making it a reality. The great pity in limiting
oneself like this, or even worse, never
tapping into the power that envisioning
desired outcomes can have in every
person’s life, is not availing ourselves of the
partnership with God that we are offered
through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ. To
them who do, God adds the power of
petitioning Him for our needs in prayer
and being assured that we are heard, as
well as the great enablement of believing.
When we couple those innate abilities to
envision a goal and bring the desires of
our imagination to pass, with the unique
power given the believer in Christ to have
every spiritual blessing at their disposal in
order to believe (trust) that we are in
partnership with God, there is no limit to
what we can dream and accomplish in
accord with the Spirit of God! Wow!
Christ gave us many examples of applying
the spiritual principal of believing and
trusting that we are in partnership with
God, in his teachings recorded in the
Gospels. For instance, Mark 11:23, Christ
said, “Truly I say unto you, That whosoever
shall say unto this mountain, “Be thou
removed, and be thou cast into the sea”;
and shall not doubt in his heart, but shall
believe that those things which he says
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shall come to pass; he shall have
whatsoever he says.”, and in Mark 9:23, he
said, “…all things are possible to him that
believes”.
Hebrews 11:1 tells us that faith, believing, or
trust, is the assurance or confidence of
things hoped for, the conviction of things
not seen. And verse 6 goes on to tell us that
without that faith, believing, or trust, it is
impossible to please God: for anyone that
comes to God must believe that He is, and
that He is a rewarder of them that diligently
seek him.
My goal and prayer for you today is to
realize the innate power that God has
created in all mankind, to imagine, envision
and bring into existence, and more
importantly, how believing God and
seeking the good of his Kingdom, transfers
to us an unlimited ability to bring things to
pass as we are given all the power and
standing of God in Christ in us. Let’s claim
those promises in prayer. My friends, let us
always remind ourselves that with God…all
things are possible.
(Mat 19:26, Mar 10:27, Luke 18:27)
God bless you mightily as you step out in
faith and trust in Him each day!
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We greet you in the wonderful name of

our Lord Jesus Christ. And we want to
thank you for helping us with our pastors
conference in February. We had pastors
from 18 provinces in our country. With
your help and with the help of the men’s
Bible study led by Jeff Tideman not only
did we have the conference but we were
able to give each pastor three Bibles to
take back to their church.
The topic for the conference was “The
One True God.” There were teachings
explaining that Yahweh, the Father of
Jesus Christ is the only being who is God.
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In Isaiah 45:10 God says “I am
Yahweh, and there is no other;
besides me there is no god.” And in
John 17:3 Jesus prayed to his Father
and said “And this is eternal life that
they may know You, the only true
God, and Jesus Christ whom You
have sent.” This topic is very important
and powerful
The other topic was evangelism. The
good news of Jesus Christ and the
coming kingdom of God is our world’s
only hope. In Christ,
-Pastor Augustine Omana

Image of Pastor Augustin Omana
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By Rev. Chuck LaMattina

In the Old Testament book of Jeremiah, God said, “For I know the

thoughts that I think toward you, says the Lord, thoughts of peace and not of
evil to give you a future and a hope (Jer.29: 11)“ This future and hope finds its
fulfillment in the second coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. At his return to our
world, the Lord Jesus will grant everlasting life to believers and establish the
kingdom of God on the earth.

A new world promised
Originally our world was a paradise and the first man and woman lived in the
Garden of Eden in harmony with one another and with God. Adam’s sin ended
this paradise and brought sin, death and the corruption of the world of nature.
The Bible promises a restoration of harmony with God for both mankind and
nature.
But those things which God foretold by the mouth of all His prophets, that the
Christ would suffer, He has thus fulfilled. Repent therefore and be converted
that your sins may be blotted out, so that times of refreshing may come from
the presence of the Lord, and that he may send Jesus Christ, who was
preached to you before, whom heaven must receive until the times of
restoration of all things which God has spoken…
(Acts 3:18-21)
Continued… 6
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The creation itself also will be delivered from the bondage of corruption into
the glorious liberty of the children of God
(Romans 8:21)
Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new heavens and a new
earth in which righteousness dwells.
(II Peter 3:13)

Old Testament promises
There are many sections of Scripture in the Old Testament that point to the
promise of this coming kingdom of God. Here are two examples.
For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given; and the government [the
coming worldwide kingdom] will be upon His shoulder. And His name will be
called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
Of the increase of His government and peace there will be no end.
(Isaiah 9:6,7)
I watch till thrones were put in place and the Ancient of Days [God] was
seated: His garment was white as snow, and the hair of His head was like pure
wool. His throne was a fiery flame, its wheels a burning fire; a fiery stream
issued and came forth before Him. A thousand ministered before Him; ten
thousand times ten thousand stood before Him. The court was seated, and
the books were opened and behold, One like the Son of Man [Jesus Christ],
coming with the clouds of heaven! He came to the Ancient of Days…Then to
Him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom that all peoples, nations
and languages should serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion,
which shall not pass away, and His kingdom the one which shall not be
destroyed.
(Daniel 7:9,10,13)i

Jesus Christ proclaims the kingdom
At the beginning of his ministry, Jesus preached the good news of the
kingdom of God.
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From that time Jesus began to preach and to say, “Repent for the kingdom of
heaven is at hand.
(Matthew4:1) ii
Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues,
preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every
disease among the people.
(Matthew 9:35)iii

The apostles proclaim the kingdom
Not only did the Lord Jesus Christ talk about the coming kingdom, the
apostles proclaimed the Lord’s return and the kingdom too.
Then Paul dwelt two whole years in his own rented house, and received all
who came to him, preaching the kingdom of God and teaching the things
concerning the Lord Jesus Christ.
(Acts 28:31)iv
Other Points
Christ’s kingship is received from God: Daniel 7:13,14; Luke 1:32,33; Psalm 2:8; Psalm
110:1,2
The kingdom will be established at Christ’s return: Matthew 25:21; II Timothy 4:1,2;
Revelation 19:11-16
The kingdom will be established by great divine power: II Thessalonians 1:6-10;
II Thessalonians 2:8; Psalm 2:8,9; Isaiah 11:4; Zechariah 14:3-5
The kingdom will supercede all earthly governments: Revelation 11:15; Revelation
17:14; Psalm 2:7-9; Daniel 1:14, 27
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The kingdom will endure forever: Revelation 11:15; Isaiah 9:6,7; Daniel 2:44; Daniel
7:14,18
Christ will rule from Jerusalem for a 1000 years and then return the kingdom to God:
Micah 4:1-4; Luke 1:31-33; Revelation 20:1-6; 1 Corinthians 15:24-28
The kingdom will bring righteousness and peace; Isaiah 11: 1-9; Isaiah 2:4; Micah
4:3; Isaiah 65:17, 19
Faithful believers will rule with Christ: Revelation 5:8-10; Romans 8:17; Colossians 3:4
Believers will gain everlasting life when Christ returns to establish his kingdom:
I Corinthians 15:20-23, 50-58; I Thessalonians 4:13-18
The kingdom will be on a renewed earth: Revelation 5:10; Romans 8:19-22; Isaiah
35:1, 2,6,7; Isaiah 41:18,19; Isaiah 55:12,13; Acts 3:20,21; Matthew 5:5; II Peter 3:13
This is the good news that our world so desperately needs to know. Let us speak
the truth in love.
___________________

i These other verses also speak of the coming kingdom of God to be ruled by Christ on this earth: Isaiah
65:16,17; Psalm 2; Psalm 37:9; Psalm 115:16; Jeremiah 23:5.
ii The phrase “kingdom of heaven” is synonymous with the phrase “kingdom of God’ See Mark 1:14,15;
Mathew 19:23,24.
iii See also Matthew 6:10; Luke 4:42,43 and Acts 1:3.
iv Acts 8:12; Acts 14:21,22; I Corinthians 15:20-28.
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Are you feeling inspired to have something included in the next

issue of the Grace Ministry Newsletter? Let us know! A poem/song,
article, scripture study, or just a reflection on your own thoughts...
Anything is welcomed. Grace Ministry International is an
eclectically and geographically diverse organization. We have
many churches and many more people within those churches!
Paul writes of the importance of this in 1st Corinthians:
For even as the body is one and yet has many members,
and all the members of the body, though they are many,
are one body, so also is Christ. For by one Spirit we were all
baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether
slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. For
the body is not one member, but many.
1st Corinthians 12:12-14
Each and every one of us is endowed with the wonderful gift of the
holy spirit, and each and every one of us is a miraculous creation in
Christ. And we want to hear from each and every one of you! We
look forward to it with anticipation. Grace and peace to you all in
the name of our Lord and savior, Jesus Christ.

We will gladly accept submissions at any time, but if you would like to be
included for the Summer 2016 newsletter, please send material to
mlamattina23@gmail.com by July 1st.
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