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Presidents Message
Hi Everyone,
First of all I am really excited about joining the BW‐North and BW‐S newsletter together. I think
it will bring the clubs closer together. Whether it will be in different activities the clubs do or
things we can do together. Plus a great way for me and other members to meet each other
besides at shows. I think it has great possibilities. John Galloway has done a fantastic job on
our paper the "Bonkers" and now with Derek's talents also, it should be a great paper! Looking
forward to it.
Remember to send in any brags, stories, pictures, we love to see and hear all about them. It is
what is going to make the paper exciting!
We also have elections coming up in the BW‐N. If anyone is I interested in chairing the
nominating committee and volunteer to be on the committee please email cindi at
harmonyhounds31@aol.com Any questions please call. We have a lot of new members so
please if you think you might like to run for an office, don't hesitate. Think about it!!
We are moving along with the Nationals for 2014. We have several more committee members
and chairs. I am most grateful for all the help and expertise Lynne has offered us and the list
goes on. I really appreciate all the BW‐S members that are volunteering their time also. We

couldn't do this without all you to make this a success. We are planning meetings hopefully at
the site of the National after the 2013 National is over for the chairman’s of committees and
any other members that want to take part. We need to get moving forward.
Look forward to seeing you soon,
Cindi ‐ President,
Bloodhounds West, Northern
Hi Everyone
I apologize for the long interval between this email and my last email. Sometimes "life just gets
in the way" of doing other things so I have been remiss in emailing everyone.
We had a very good turnout for our meeting in Ventura over the 4th of July weekend. Barb C.
and all the other "worker bees" had everyone parked together and we had a great entry of 29
bloodhounds. That is a wonderful turnout considering it was not even a Regional.
One of the things that the membership voted on was to have BW‐South and BW‐North go back
to having a joint newsletter. This makes a lot of sense financially, and also many BW members
belong to both Clubs. John Galloway, who belongs to BW‐North, has been doing a fantastic job
with the Northern Chapter Newsletter and he has volunteered to combine the two newsletters.
Derek Thompson will be helping John with this endeavor. Also Derek has volunteered to
update the BW website which is very out‐or‐date and not very "user friendly". Hopefully Derek
will be able to send us an update in the near future; I know I find the website frustrating
because my AOL is not able to open it!
The biggest challenge with a newsletter is getting the news, we all tell each other what has
happened or what is going on, but now we need to get it in the new combined newsletter.
Anything involving your dog is "newsworthy"!!!.. John is looking for news or rescues, re‐homes,
trailing titles, dog show wins, cute or funny pictures of your hound upside down on the couch,
whatever you want to submit. I love to read stories of how we got our dogs, what they did, and
how they like to sleep on the couch, please submit these items to John Galloway at
ombyamby@pacbell.net. If you have any questions please email John or myself.
If anyone has good pictures from Ventura or Palm Springs send them along to John with a label
or sentence under them to explain what it is. John is a performance person, not a show person
so we can't expect him to instantly know what each picture represents.
We have elections coming up, Lynne Aguirre has volunteered to chair the nominating
committee, if you would like to volunteer to be on the committee please email Lynne at
LAcrackers@aol.com.
More news in the next few weeks, don't forget to reserve the weekend of Jan 3rd thru Jan. 5th
for our great Supported Show in Palm Springs. In 2014 the Regional will be held in conjunction

with the 2014 Nationals in the Sacramento area, but we will still have a great supported show
with all the fun we have last year.
Call me or email me if you have any questions or comments, look forward to seeing everyone in
the near future. Remember, don't forget to send John G. your articles, stories, pictures, etc.
Lyn Sherman, President,
Bloodhounds West‐South
From Myron:
It is with heavy heart that I have to inform you that Nancy Vitek an ABC and Bloodhounds
West member passed away early Tuesday morning. Nancy and her family wishes are that the
Club does nothing for the family, but I would I recommend Bloodhounds West NC, dedicate
our 2014 National in her memory.
Nancy and her late husband Tom were part of the original founding members of Bloodhounds
West NC. They bred and exhibited Bloodhounds under the kennel “R Hounds of Tancynom”.

Submitting pictures for Bonkers
Thank you all for submitting pictures to be published in Bonckers. Unfortunately many of the
pictures submitted had no information associated with them. In order to have a picture
included in Bonckers the following information should accompany each picture: name of dog,
name of person, location and date and a figure caption. Thank you

2013 ABC Nationals
Here's the flyer: http://www.bloodhounds.org/page4/page7/2013/2013Nationalflier.pdf
For those of you going to the ABC Nationals – weather and driving directions

For more information on the Wizard of Oz – visit: http://thewizardofoz.info/

GETTING READ FOR THE 2014 ABC NATIONALS

President Cindi Sims leading a Bloodhounds West, Northern Chapter Meeting as plans
continues for the 2014 National. Show Chairperson Kathy Brown

BLOODHOUND WEST NATIONALS MEETING ‐ MINUTES

DATE OF MEETING: 8/3/13, 10:00 AM ‐ Cindi called meeting to order
ROLL CALL: see attached sign in sheet
MINUTES OF LAST MEETING: Not read
TREASURER REPORT: none
REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT:
1. General Meeting to be held 8/24/13 at the Mensona Show Sonoma County Fairgrounds, SR.
2. Discussed a logo for Nationals
a. Trailing dog
b. Poppies
c. Redwood trees
i. Contact Lisa Ivey see what she might have

3. Work on schedule for National
4. Brought up that Myron Robb wants to do a Supported Entry
a. Donner Trail Show
i. Decided to let Myron handle the entry
COMMITTEE REPORTS:
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.
6.
7.

8.

9.

Regional and National
a. 2 Sweepstakes
b. 2 Veterans
c. Class Dogs
d. Class Bitch
e. Lunch
f. BOB
Banquets
a. Welcome party at Pool on Tuesday night
b. Bingo party
Top 20
a. Wednesday PM
b. Dinner
Versatility Award
a. Presented at Regional Friday night
b. Versatility Award will be presented on Thursday evening. The Versatility
competition will be held on Thursday following BOB
Sunday
a. Trailing
Monday
a. Trailing
Tuesday
a. CGC
b. EECT
c. Obedience
d. Rally
e. Welcome party
f. Bingo
g. Parade of Honor
h. Rescue
Wednesday
a. Veteran sweepstakes
b. Sweepstakes
c. Lunch
d. Futurity
e. Seminars
f. Top 20
Wednesday evening 6‐9pm
a. Top 20
b. Hot hors‐oeuvres and cash bar
c. Raffles

d. Open for dinner
10. Thursday
a. Conference show
b. Class dog
c. Class bitches
d. Class dogs
e. Class Bitches
lunch
f. BOB
g. Non regular classes
h. banquet
i. auction
11. Friday
a. Veteran sweepstakes
b. Sweepstakes
c. Class dogs
d. Class bitches
e. Lunch
f. BOB
g. Non regular classes
12. Donner Trail Show
a. Roseville
i. Saturday
ii. Sunday
13. Banquets chairperson is Lyn Sherman
14. Contract for Hotel
a. Kathy will finish
15. House reserved for Hospitality
16. House reserved for Judges
17. Garage for grounds
18. Raffle‐final raffle after Versatility Award presented
19. Sweepstakes classes Bloodhound West pays for ribbons and trophies
20. Boutique discussion on what to have
21. Meeting adjourned

To All our Members – from Cindi
A meeting will be held at the Lions Gate Hotel to work on the National Specialty. A preliminary
hotel contract will go with Kathleen, Lyn Sherman and Lynne Aguirre to be worked on at this
year's National. Please save the date and plan to attend. As you can see, we will have the
conference room gratis. If you plan to stay overnight at the hotel, please contact Wendy Jones
to book your room.
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 19, 2013 AT 10 AM. SEE YOU THERE!!!! WE NEED YOU! SO MUCH TO
WORK TO DO IF WE WANT TO SUCCEED!

Welcome to the Exciting World of Obedience and Rally
By Amanda Gardner – 2014 National Obedience and Rally Chair

The 2014 ABC National will be here before you know it. Obedience and Rally are scheduled for
Tuesday, September 30, 2014, in Sacramento, CA. This may seem like a long ways off, but the
time will fly by. Now is the perfect time to start training your bloodhounds to show in
Obedience and Rally at the 2014 National. To get you started, Bloodhounds West Northern
Chapter hopes to hold an Obedience and Rally clinic this Fall.

I am truly excited to share my passion for Obedience and Rally with the Club. I have enjoyed
training and showing my bloodhound Jasper in Obedience and Rally for the past nine years. For
those of you new to Obedience and Rally, it is FUN and a great way for you to bond with your
dog. This article discusses some common Obedience and Rally questions. Future issues will
discuss specific classes and exercises in detail to assist you with your training. If you have any
questions or comments, feel free to contact me at AGeneMD@aol.com.

Here are some FAQ’s and Myths about Obedience and Rally:
1. Bloodhounds can’t do Obedience/Rally.
This is a MYTH. Bloodhounds can do Obedience and Rally. In fact, there are many bloodhounds
across the country successfully competing in Obedience and Rally. They are doing a great job,
having fun, and earning titles.
2. Obedience/Rally is hard and takes a lot of time.
Obedience and Rally are a lot of work. Just like anything in life, one needs to practice.
However, a little bit of training every week can go a long way. Bloodhounds are very food
motivated, which makes training easier.
3. My bloodhound might run out of the ring and never come back.
Have no fear, the AKC created special classes just for you. In Obedience, Sub‐Novice is entirely
on leash. In Rally, Rally Novice is entirely on leash. Unless you throw the leash to the ground,
your bloodhound is going nowhere without you.
4. My bloodhound is a conformation dog and he/she is not allowed to sit.
Bloodhounds are smart dogs. They know the difference between the conformation ring and
the Obedience and Rally rings. It is very easy to teach a stand command. Many Obedience and

Rally bloodhounds have also shown in conformation. Obedience training can only help make
your bloodhound easier to handle in the conformation ring.
5. My bloodhound is not AKC registered.
No problem. Obedience and Rally are for everyone. Dogs can be altered. Dogs that do not
have an AKC number can obtain a PAL (Purebred Alternative Listing) number. PAL and ILP dogs
are eligible for Obedience and Rally. More information can be found here:
http://www.akc.org/reg/ilpex.cfm
6. What do I (the human) get out of this?
A lot. It is a great bonding activity with your dog. Your bloodhound will be better behaved.
Bloodhounds like to work and what better way than to train them in Obedience and Rally. You
will make new friends. Most importantly, YOU WILL HAVE FUN.
7. Where do I start?
It is easy to get started in Obedience and Rally. Find a local dog training club that offers classes
at the competition levels (Novice, Open, and Utility). Although one typically starts with a
beginner class, training at a club that offers the advanced levels makes it easier to progress to
the competition levels. Visit a local show and watch the Obedience and Rally rings.
For more information on Obedience and Rally, the AKC Rules and Regulations can be found
here: http://images.akc.org/pdf/rulebooks/RO2999.pdf
Jasper performing the retrieve over high jump

Recent Show Results/Brags

Richmond Dog Fanciers Club, Inc., Saturday 08/03/13
Judge: Mr. Terry Stacy
Winner’s Bitch: Wychway’s Life’s A Peach 11‐15‐12 Owner: Kathleen Brown
Select: CH Badgershill Play It Again 07‐15‐10 Owners: Pat Moffitt, Judy McBride, Sherry
Robertson and Heather Whitcomb
Select: GCH Badgershill Muldoon of Heather 06‐01‐09 Owner: Lyn Sherman
Best of Opposite Sex: (2GCH Points) GCH Houndwalkers Elphaba Moon Rising 09‐10‐11
Owners: Michele Rockwell, Judy Walker
Best of Breed: (4 GCH Points) CH Pine Hollow’s Zaquiri Ice 01‐06‐06 Owner: Kathleen Brown

Richmond Dog Fanciers Club, Inc., Sunday 08/04/13
Judge: Mr. Douglas A. Johnson
Winner’s Bitch: Wychway’s Life’s A Peach 11‐15‐12 Owner: Kathleen Brown
Select: CH Pinehollow’s Zaquiri Ice 01‐06‐06 Owner: Kathleen Brown
Select: CH Badgershill Play It Again 07‐15‐10 Owners: Pat Moffitt, Judy McBride, Sherry
Robertson and Heather Whitcomb
Best of Breed: (4 GCH Points) GCH Badgershill Muldoon of Heather 06‐01‐09 Owner: Lyn
Sherman
Best of Opposite Sex: (2 GCH Points) GCH Houndwalkers Elphaba Moon Rising 09‐10‐11
Owners: Michele Rockwell & Judy Walker

Mensona Kennel Club, Saturday 08/24/13
Judge: Ms. Joy S. Brewster
1/09‐12 Bitches: Wychway’s Strawberry Fields forever Katie 11‐15‐12 Owner: Claudia Myers
1/Reserve Winner’s Bitch: Shericks M&M’s My Red Hot Tamale 03‐05‐08 Owners Debbie Pray,
Paul Pacheco, Molly Nye & Sherry Duling

1/Winner’s Bitch and Best of Opposite Sex:(3 pt. major) Sherick’s Maia Goddess of Fields 04‐
15‐09 Owners: Debbie Pray and Paul Pacheco
Best of Breed: (5 GCH Points) GCH Badgershill Muldoon of Heather 06‐01‐09 Owner: Lyn
Sherman
Select: CH Pine Hollow’s Zaquiri Ice 01‐06‐06 Owner: Kathleen Brown

Mensona Kennel Club Sunday, 08/25/13
Judge: Mrs. Muriel Purkhiser
1/Reserve Winner’s Bitch and Best Puppy: Wychway’s Strawberry Fields Forever Katie 11‐15‐12
Owner: Claudia Myers
1/American Bred Bitches: Sherick’s M&M’s My Red Hot Tamale 03‐05‐08 Owners: Debbie Pray,
Paul Pacheco, Molly Nye & Sherry Duling
1/Winner’s Bitch: Sherick’s Maia Goddess of Fields 04‐15‐09 Owners: Debbie Pray & Paul
Pacheco
Best of Breed (5GCH Points): GCH Badgershill Muldoon of Heather 06‐01‐09 Owner: Lyn
Sherman
Select: GCH Heathers Where Eagles Dare 05‐25‐06 Owners: Lyn Sherman & Heather & Peter
Whitcomb
Best of Opposite Sex (GCH Points): CH Badgershill Play It Again 07‐15‐10 Owners: Pat Moffitt,
Judy McBride, Sherry Robertson & Heather Whitcomb Note: Player earned her Companion Dog
and Therapy Dog titles as well.

Submitted by Kathleen Brown kathleen.brown2@comcast.net
On Saturday, Zaq escorted his darling junior handler, 10‐year old Lilly, around the ring with
enough older‐gentleman steadiness and grace to receive an award of merit. Then he
participated in Meet the Breed, mostly demonstrating how Bloodhounds sleep.

On Sunday, Zaq supported everyone else in the ring, and again assisted his fellow Bloodhounds
with Meet the Breed, saving half of his nap until our session was complete. He was then
kidnapped by Pat Moffitt so he and his girlfriend Lilly could find me in a public trailing
demonstration. (He found me, and Lilly is dying to do it again!). While Zaq was finally getting
his nap, I got the bright idea that he could succeed at TDI. Player was testing for it and had us
all in hysterics as she demonstrated a thousand ways to abbreviate the “stay” part of “sit/stay”
and it looked like fun. Zaq figures “stay” means “nap”, so why not test him, too? Of course, I
had no clue what TDI was, but I filled out the form while Lilly zipped off to wake him out of a
sound sleep. We had time to walk him out of grogginess, then it was our turn. It turned out
that because he already had his CGC, all he needed was to ignore a fine‐looking chunk of
tenderloin tossed on the floor. His nose was asleep the first time we walked past it, but
something registered and he inhaled the second time but decided “leave it” still applied, and he
got his TDI. Then I asked what a TDI was, since now he pretty much had one. Actually, it’s
pretty cool – I will get to take him to rest homes where he can snooze with the other old guys
to prove what a good therapy dog he could be!

Left to right Kathy Brown with “Zaq” CH PINE HOLLOW'S ZAQUIRI ICE, middle Claudia Myers
with “Katie” WYCHWAY'S STRAWBERRY FIELDS FOREVER KATIE on the right Pat Moffitt with
“Player” CH BADGERSHILL PLAY IT AGAIN

Ch Badgershill Play It Again winning Best Opposite Sex at the Mensona Kennel Club Show
8/25/13.
She earned 3 points and is now a GCh.
Player also earned the title of Canine Good Citizen and TDI‐Therapy Dog International title.

9/14 and 9/15 – Sir Francis Drake Kennel Club
Player received two Best Opposite Sex. Player is now an AKC Grand Champion.

8/30 and 31/2013: Gold Country Kennel Club
Our President Cindi Sims had a two very successful days at the Gold Country KC obedience trial
with her new service dog ‐ border collie, Gia

8/31/2013 ‐ 198 Beginner Novice Class B: Windstar's Gia Fearless Love, 05‐06‐10 Owners: Cindi
Sims and Denise Nelson. Gia has now earned her Beginner Novice title!
8/30/2013 ‐ 199 1/2 Beginner Novice Class B: Windstar's Gia Fearless Love, 05‐06‐10.

Sage won the Honorable Mention AKC ACE Service Award for 2013!
You can not use bacon as your end article on an AKC tracking tests

PALO ALTO FOOTHILL TRACKING ASSOCIATION INC.
Presents a Beginning Tracking Workshop
Sunday, October 6, 2013
Presented by: Barbara Adcock ‐ Tracking Judge and Trainer & Bea Moore – Handler with two Champion
Trackers
Helpers: Barbara Fowler, John Galloway, Nancy Rynewicz, Kamrin MacKnight, Dick Symons, Suszanne Morone,
Anne Hershey

Evergreen Valley College, 3095 Yerba Buena Rd, San Jose, CA Parking Lot 7
Time 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.
No Parking fee on Sundays
Limit 35 (groups of 5)
Have you ever wondered whether you might like tracking? Do you think that your dog would? Do you hate the
thought of getting up early or getting wet in a light rain? Do you not want to commit to a ten week class?
If you have these questions mulling around your brain or are you just curious about what tracking is all about,
then attend a one day—or less—presentation on tracking. If you like, we'll work with you and your dog to see if
either of you might be interested in tracking.

WHO:
WHERE:
COST:

Anyone who wants to know more about tracking.
Montgomery Hill Park near Evergreen Valley College, San Jose
If postmarked before September 1:
$40 Working $30 Audit
If postmarked after September 1:
$50 Working $40 Audit
There will be shade for cars. Crates are nice, but not necessary.
Lunch will NOT be provided. We will provide a.m. munchies & fruit with coffee
Working and Audit slots include Tracking Regulations, Tracking book authored by Bea Moore
WHAT TO BRING:
Harness (optional)
hat/visor
6 foot leash
Water and bowl for dog
chair
your own lunch
Treats (dry treats) kibble/freeze dried liver)
TOPICS:
Hints on laying tracks
Starts
Scent

plotting maps
line handling
weather considerations

articles
turns

DIRECTIONS: From the North: Take US‐101 South. Take the Capitol Expressway/Yerba Buena exit. Keep
left on the frontage road and go past the Capitol Expressway exit down to Yerba Buena Road. At signal
light, turn left on Yerba Buena Road (under the freeway). Continue east on Yerba Buena Road for about
3 miles. Cross San Felipe Rd. then turn left into the 2nd driveway and turn right. That will be Parking Lot
7.

Name:
_________________________________________________________________________________
E‐Mail address (for confirmation)
_______________________________________________________________________
Phone # ____________________________ Dog’s Name: ______________________ Breed
________________________
Working Slot ($40) _____________

Audit Slot – no dog ($30) _______________

I am interested in being on the waiting list, if working slots are filled

Yes No

(circle)

Mail this completed form and check (payable to PAFTA) to: Mary Ann Graziano, 20438 Franklin Ave.,
Saratoga 95070
Information: maryanngraziano4@gmail.com
I agree to hold this Club, its members, directors and any employees of the aforementioned parties,
harmless from any claim for loss or injury which may be alleged to have been caused directly or
indirectly to any person or thing by the act of this dog(s) while in or upon the college grounds.
Signature___________________________________________Date_______________Amount
Enclosed__________

CURRENT LEGISLATION ‐ California AB 272
It appears the Assembly Bill concerning rabies vaccinations has been amended again ‐‐ to 3
months. See below.
URGENT: CALIFORNIA Rabies Bill AB 272 was amended for the 5th time on August 20, 2013 by
the Senate, once again lowering the age at which puppies must be vaccinated against rabies to
3 months. The bill now reads: "Every dog owner, after his or her dog attains the age of three
months or older, shall, at intervals of time not more than once a year, as may be prescribed by
the department, procure its vaccination by a licensed veterinarian with a canine antirabies
vaccine approved by the department and administered according to the vaccine label..."
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/13‐14/bill/asm/ab_0251‐
0300/ab_272_bill_20130820_amended_sen_v94.pdf
What You Can Do to Help:
Please immediately contact your Senator and Assembly member (you can find your legislators
& their contact information at this link http://findyourrep.legislature.ca.gov), as well as the bill
sponsor, Assembly member Gomez, assemblymember.gomez@asm.ca.gov (916) 319‐2051 &
ask them to OPPOSE or WITHDRAW this bill! Ask any California dog owners you know to do the
same.

AB 272 Bill Status & History http://www.legislature.ca.gov/cgi‐bin/port‐
postquery?bill_number=ab_272&sess=CUR&house=B&author=gomez

PERMISSION GRANTED TO CROSS‐POST THIS MESSAGE
Below are letters of opposition to AB 272 from Dr. W. Jean Dodds and Kris L. Christine of The
Rabies Challenge Fund.
HEMOPET/HEMOLIFE
W. Jean Dodds, DVM
938 Stanford Street
Santa Monica, CA 90403
310‐828‐4804; Fax 310‐453‐5240

May 10, 2013 Re: Assembly Bill AB 272
Senator Ed Hernandez By Facsimile to 916‐324‐0384
State Capitol
Sacramento, CA 95814

Greetings Senator Hernandez: I am a veterinarian and resident of Santa Monica. I am also the
Co‐Trustee of The Rabies Challenge Fund (RCF) Charitable Trust.

Attached is a letter written by Kris Christine, the Founder and Co‐Trustee of the RCF on March
14, 2013, when our group, among others, was voicing strong opposition on medical and
scientific grounds to rabies bill, AB272. Now that this bill passed the Assembly, despite the
opposition, it has been assigned to your Senate Health Committee.

AB 272 would require that all dogs be vaccinated against rabies at the age of 3 months instead
of 4 months. Lowering the required age of rabies vaccination to 3 months not only increases
the likelihood of adverse vaccine reactions when added to other puppy vaccines given at 3
months, but also may fail to adequately immunize due to residual maternal antibodies.
Please bear in mind that this bill is sponsored by the Health Officers Association of California, a
group of human health professionals, rather than by veterinary medical professionals, who
clearly have a direct special interest in protecting the health and well‐being of animals.

If you have any questions or would like any of the scientific and/or medical data referenced in
the attached letter, you can reach me in California at our veterinary clinic (714) 891‐2022 or via
e‐mail at hemopet@hotmail.com.

W. Jean Dodds, DVM
Co‐Trustee, The Rabies Challenge Fund
www.RabiesChallengeFund.org
and,
President, Hemopet
11561 Salinaz Avenue,
Garden Grove, CA 92843
714‐891‐2022
Fax 714‐891‐2123
www.hemopet.org
March 14, 2013
Assembly member Mike Gatto, Chair Assembly member Susan T. Eggman, Chair
Assembly Appropriations Committee Assembly Agriculture Committee
RE: AB 272 An Act to Amend Section 121690 of the Health and Safety Code
Relating to Rabies
greetings Assembly members Gatto and Eggman :
There are some misrepresentations and inaccuracies relating to AB 272 which should be
clarified before another vote is taken on this measure. On February 14, Dr. W. Jean Dodds, a
California veterinarian, and Co‐Trustee of the Rabies Challenge Fund Charitable Trust, corrected
and clarified this misinformation regarding AB 272 in an e‐mail to the Acting Director of
Veterinary Public Health, Dr. Karen Ehnert, but apparently this information was not conveyed to
the bill sponsor or members of the Agriculture or Appropriations Committees (see attached e‐
mail), or it was disregarded.
The Agriculture Committee comments on AB 272 report that "California is the only state that
sets a minimum age of four months for dogs rabies vaccination." This statement is false. Only
twelve (12) out of fifty (50) states require that dogs be vaccinated by 3 months (Alabama,
Arizona, Connecticut, Idaho, Indiana, Louisiana, Mississippi, Nevada, New Hampshire, New
Mexico, Oregon, Pennsylvania) . Thirteen (13) states require that dogs be vaccinated by the age

of 4 months (Arkansas, Florida, Illinois, Kentucky, Maryland, Michigan, New York, North
Carolina, Oklahoma, Texas, Utah, Vermont, Virginia); one (1) state (Wisconsin) requires
vaccination by 5 months; and six (6) require vaccination by the age of 6 months (Delaware,
Iowa, Maine, Massachusetts, Tennessee, West Virginia), and twelve (12) refer to the National
Association of State Public Health Veterinarians' Rabies Compendium which recommends that
rabies vaccines should be administered according to the manufacturers' labeled instructions.
Rabies vaccine labels indicate that they may be given at 3 months, not that they must be. It is
implied in the comments that the Compendium advises that puppies should or must be
vaccinated at 3 months of age, which is not the case.
Merial's IMRAB rabies vaccine labels indicate that they "can be administered to puppies as early
as 3 months of age" and Pfizer's Defensor rabies vaccine labels advise that they are for dogs
and cats "3 months of age or older." These instructions denote the minimum age at which it is
safe to administer rabies vaccines (i.e., do not administer before 3 months of age) and not a
minimum age at which they must be administered to be effective. Scientific data reflect that
the later a puppy can be vaccinated, the more likely the vaccine will have the desired
immunological response due to reduced interference of maternal antibodies, which are still
present in 3 month old puppies. The 2011 American Animal Hospital Association's Canine
Vaccine Guidelines reports that: "Because dogs older than 14‐16 wk of age are not likely to
have interfering levels of MDA [maternally derived antibodies], administration of a single initial
dose of an infectious vaccine to an adult dog can be expected to induce a protective immune
response. ..... MDA is the most common reason early vaccination fails to immunize." [1]
Contributing to the likelihood of failure to achieve a proper immune response to rabies
vaccination at 3 months is that puppies are finishing up their initial vaccination series of
distemper, hepatitis, parvovirus at 12 weeks (3 months) of age. Addition of a rabies vaccine into
the mix will not only increase the possibility of adverse reactions, but also the probability that
the vaccine components will interfere with each other and neutralize or negate an appropriate
immunological response. [2] [3]
In her e‐mailed message concerning AB 272 to Dr. Dodds and me, Dr. Ehnert wrote that: "[t]o
clarify, the one word change allows for dogs to be vaccinated at 3 months of age, but does not
mandate it." This is a misrepresentation of the bill as worded and the committee summary
declaring that "[t]his bill changes, from four months to three months, the age at which a dog is
required to be vaccinated against rabies." Addition of a clause such as "or previously vaccinated
at the age of three months in another state or country with a rabies vaccine licensed by the
USDA" to the current law requiring vaccination at four months would accomplish that goal
without changing the mandated age of vaccination to three months.
Dr. Ehnert also explained that one of the reasons she has "pushed" for this change is she and
the Health Officers Association "… want to give owners the opportunity to vaccinate puppies
earlier when there is increased risk. The past two years we have seen a 4 ‐5 fold increase in bat
rabies in LA County, with some areas being hot spots." There has been no escalation in canine
rabies corresponding to the increase in bat rabies, which according to the Department of

Health's Reported Animal Rabies, for Los Angeles County there were no cases of rabid dogs
from 2010 through 2012, while there were 114 rabid bats (22 in 2010, 38 in 2011, and 54 in
2012—representing an increase of nearly 2.5 times instead of a 4‐5 fold increase). Statewide,
there have only been three cases of rabies in dogs since 2007, as opposed to 981 rabid bats and
147 rabid skunks for the same period, which evidences the fact that the current law requiring
puppies to be vaccinated against rabies by 4 months of age is effective at controlling rabies in
California's canine community and does not need to be changed.
To address the concern over a rising increase in rabies in the bat population spilling over into
the domestic pet population, Dr. Ehnert and other members of the Health Officers Association
of California should request introduction of a bill requiring that all cats in California be
vaccinated against rabies, as cats are reported to be 4 times as likely to be infected with rabies
as dogs.[4] The Chair of the Compendium of Animal Rabies Prevention and Control Committee,
Dr. Catherine M. Brown, stated that "[b]ecause more rabies cases are reported annually
involving cats…than dogs, vaccination of cats should be required."
As it currently stands, the law requiring puppies to be vaccinated at 4 months of age is and has
been effective at controlling rabies in California's canine population. There is no
epidemiological or scientific rationale for changing this law and prematurely exposing puppies
to the potentially harmful, sometimes fatal, adverse side affects of the rabies vaccine prior to
the age of 4 months.
On behalf of The Rabies Challenge Fund, a registered California Charitable Trust, and the many
concerned California pet owners who have requested our assistance, I strongly urge you to
oppose passage of AB 272 as it is currently written.
Respectfully submitted,
Kris L. Christine
Founder, Co‐Trustee
THE RABIES CHALLENGE FUND
www.RabiesChallengeFund.org
ledgespring@lincoln.midcoast.com

[1] American Animal Hospital Association Canine Vaccine Task Force. 2011 Canine Vaccine
Guidelines, Recommendations, and Supporting Literature, p.12
[2] American Animal Hospital Association Canine Vaccine Task Force. 2003 Canine Vaccine
Guidelines, Recommendations, and Supporting Literature, p.16
[3] Moore, et als., Adverse Events Diagnosed Within Three Days of Vaccine Administration in
Dogs; Journal of the American Veterinary Medical Association., Vol. 227, No. 7, October 1, 2005
[4] Blanton JD, et al. Rabies Surveillance in the United States During 2008. Journal of the
American Veterinary Medical Association 2009; 235: 676‐690.

Book Review
Bloodhound in Blue by Adam Davis Russ. The true tales of police dog JJ and his two‐legged
partner.
This book is based on JJ – with the Salt Lake City Police Department. JJ has 271 criminal
apprehensions in a period of nine years. “There are a lot of tall tales,” said Russ. “But with
proper training, bloodhounds are useful under the right circumstances.” In November 2004, JJ
made one of his most memorable catches: Troy Mayne, Utah’s most wanted criminal at the
time. They found Mayne hiding behind an air‐conditioning compressor.
The book is available as a hard cover or e‐book at Amazon.com and in hard cover from Barnes
and Noble.

