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President’s Message
Pamela Herranz, President
Bloodhounds West, Northern Chapter
Dear Fellow Bloodhound Members:
The holidays are upon us and I'd just like to wish everyone a HAPPY THANKSGIVING,
MERRY CHRISTMAS, HAPPY HOLIDAYS, SEASON'S GREETINGS, and a HAPPY
NEW YEAR. For those of you who are planning to travel with your pets, please be safe
out there.
I would like to thank the Nominating Committee for the great job in getting the slate
put together.
I am encouraging all members to please consider entering your bloodhounds in the
Golden Gate Kennel Club's Dog Show. For non-show dogs, you can enter them
as Exhibition only. The more bloodhounds we have on the bench, the better. Benched
dog shows give everyone attending the show the opportunity to meet and get to know
the dogs on special "benches" organized by breed. It will be held at the Cow Palace
(2600 Geneva Avenue, Daly City, CA) on January 27 (Saturday) and January 28
(Sunday), 2018. Entries close on December 13, 2017. For more information, go to
www.infodog.com.
We will be having our Bloodhounds West annual meeting at the Golden Gate
Kennel Club dog show on January 27, 2018, (Saturday) sometime after lunch. Time
and location will be emailed to all members at a later date. Hope some of you can
come and participate, not only in the meeting but also to support those who will be
showing.
Just a reminder, our Club is hosting Agility Trials on March 9-11, 2018, which will be
held at the Sonoma County Fairgrounds in Santa Rosa. PLEASE, I encourage
members to volunteer at least
for a few hours one of those
days. We provide lunch.
We would like to have a FUN
DAY next year to get to know
one another. Please email me
your suggestions for locations
and dates. I know that we are
all spread out so a location that
is in the middle for most
members to attend would be
great. Making our club grow
is very
important.
Please
remember to renew your dues.
Hug your Hounds.

Pam Herranz
(psherranz@yahoo.com)
December 2017
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More on our Cover Dogs
By Joyce and Ted Taylor
Cover photograph was taken in early 2013 when
“Belle” (on the right on the cover) was 11 months
old and “Mandolin” was five months old. They
both love playing in the snow. We have had
hounds since 1956 but bloodhounds specifically
since 1971. They are sweet, loving, mischievous,
and always nose-driven. Nothing placed on the
counters is safe if it even remotely interests
them. Both the girls are now AKC Grand
Champions as well as having earned their ABC
Mantrailer (MT) titles. Both live in our house and
sleep on leather chairs or loveseats. A dog-door
provides access to our thoroughly fenced yard.

Every meal you make, every snack you bake,

“Basker”

Every bite you take, I’ll be watching you.
Modified from The Police, Every Breath You Take, 1983
December 2017
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Bloodhounds West, N.C., Election Results
By Pat Moffitt, Recording Secretary
For 2018, one Director position needed filling, the remaining incumbents all asked to
continue and the Nominating Committee agreed.
The Club’s five Directors now serve two-year terms with two Directors’ terms expiring
this year (even-year directors) and three next year (odd-year directors). This year
Amanda Gardner and Debbie Levy’s terms were up. Amanda completed her fiveyear term under the old bylaws. Erica Weis was selected to start a two-year term.
A Nominating Committee was formed to develop a complete slate of candidates. The
slate was prepared and emailed to all members on September 22. Our bylaws provide
a 30-day window during which time any member may nominate an alternative candidate
(via US mail or email) for any officer position or for the two even-year Director positions.
Since no additional nominations were received by the Recording Secretary during the
30-day period, our bylaws state the slate as submitted by the Nominating Committee
shall be deemed elected.

I am pleased to announce the 2018 Officers and Directors for
Bloodhounds West, Northern Chapter:
Pam Herranz, Burlingame, CA
President

Lisa Jones, Sonora, CA
Vice President

Suzi Paine, Tacoma, WA
Corresponding Secretary

Pat Moffitt, Windsor, CA
Recording Secretary

Aldo Branch, San Jose, CA Treasurer
Directors
Debbie Levy (even-year, 2018-19), Brentwood, CA
Erica Weis (even-year, 2018-19), Simi Valley, CA
Cindi Sims (odd-year, 2017-18), Lotus, CA
Diane Branch (odd-year, 2017-18), San Jose, CA
Jessica Dickson (odd-year, 2017-18), Sacramento, CA
A sincere thank you to Amanda Gardner for her five productive years of contributions
toward the success of the Club as a Director. We wish the new slate of officers and
directors the best of luck during their coming terms.
The Nominating Committee included Club members Erica Weiss, Kay Schmitt, Myron
Robb, and Mike McMillan (alternate) and Club Board members Jessica Dickson and
Pat Moffitt.
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New Director
Erica Weis, Director
I became interested in the Bloodhound breed when I saw my first one in 1999. At the
time, my husband and I lived in a small apartment in Key West, FL and realized that a
Bloodhound was not a good idea so we settled for a Basset Hound. I grew up with
Basset Hounds so I was all too familiar with the breed. Ten years later, we decided to
bring home a Bloodhound puppy, “Salvador.” We did a lot of research on the breed and
felt we were up to raising a Bloodhound. We were hopeful it would be as easy as
raising a Basset Hound (yes, I can hear some people laughing…).
Well, needless to say, through all of the trials and tribulations that dog gave us, we
still love the breed and have since adopted two more from Rescue (“Waylon” and
“Bruce”). “Salvador” is still with us; however, he was recently diagnosed with
Hemagiosarcoma that originated within the spleen.
I became involved with West Coast Bloodhound Rescue (WCBR) through the Basset
Rescue Network at Daphneyland and through that I met Jessica and Pam. I then
became involved with Bloodhounds West through WCBR. We are now located in
Southern California in Ventura County.
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In addition to my family portrait shown above (from the left: “Waylon,” Tyler, “Bruce,”
Erica, and “Salvador”), I have also included a picture from the 2017 Daytime Emmy
Awards where our three Bloodhounds (some WCBR alumni) and 47 Basset Hounds
(from Basset Rescue Network at Daphneyland) helped present the award for
Outstanding Younger Actor in a Drama Series.

My husband and I are in the photo to the right (in the white circle) with our Bloodhounds “Salvador” and “Bruce.” Our third Bloodhound, “Waylon,” is on the left near the
middle. We were representing West Coast Bloodhound Rescue.
There were several Rescues represented that day: (Basset Rescue Network at
Daphneyland), Golden Gate Basset Hound Rescue, Golden Empire Basset Hound
Rescue, and West Coast Bloodhound Rescue. The Emmy’s producer reached out to
Dawn Smith of Basset Rescue Network at Daphneyland and requested 50 hounds to
present the award and make people aware of dog rescue. It was a great success.

Editor: if you’d like to see Erica and
Tyler walk their bloodhounds onto the
stage at the Emmys, click on the
YouTube link below. You have to
watch carefully at about 1:30 into the
clip.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zewtHejW87c
December 2017
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Membership Update
By Aldo Branch, Membership Chair
Membership Dues
Well, it is that time of year again…time to pay your Bloodhounds West, Northern
Chapter, membership dues. Renewal dues are only $25 per voting membership. Your
dues must be in by January 31, 2018, to remain an active member.
Please update your contact information on the renewal form included in this issue of
BONCKERS on page 40. Membership dues may be paid by mailing your renewal form
along with your check to me at 233 Sunnyslope Ave., San Jose, CA 95127, or by using
PayPal. Our email address for PayPal is bloodhoundswestnc@gmail.com. If you use
PayPal, please indicate that your payment is for renewal dues, then scan and email
your renewal form to me at abranchsj@hotmail.com.
Thank you.
Aldo Branch
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John Galloway

(1951 - 2017)

John Paul Galloway led an active life with many interests. After graduating from San
Francisco State University with both Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees, he spent his
career with the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) in Menlo Park. This sent him to Alaska
many summers for adventure. He also taught several earth sciences classes at local
colleges such as College of San Mateo and Skyline College. His professional publiccations include topics like the Loma Prieta earthquake, life cycle of a mineral deposit,
geologic studies of Alaska, sand and gravel resources of the Arctic Coastal Plain, and a
number of computer animation and paper model studies of geologic phenomena.

John and “Watson” on track

John was always acquiring new interests and hobbies. He explored different cuisines
and cooking styles, had a great love of literature, art, and classical music. He enjoyed
participating in the local archery and gun clubs, and was always ready to volunteer his
time as a board member or at club events. His greatest joys were his hound dogs, he
enjoyed their companionship tremendously. These included Mudcreek’s Sir “Watson”
Holmes, his Otterhound, “Buford” T. Justice, his Bloodhound, and “Tundra,” his Dachshund. John rescued “Buford” in June 2007, his second rescue of a bloodhound.
Bloodhounds West member Jason Addison, a friend and colleague of John’s at the
USGS, says: “John will definitely be missed. He was the person that first introduced
my wife Jennifer, our bloodhound ‘Isabelle,’ and me to recreational trailing, and he
gave us all kinds of pointers and advice. When he was able, he would come into the
USGS after his retirement to talk to me about bloodhounds all the time. His enthusiasm
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helped me to better appreciate the breed, and get a little better insight into what was
going on inside ‘Isabelle's’
doggy head!”
John was very active in the
canine community.
He took
over editorship of BONCKERS
from Cindi Sims and her mom
in 2012 and continued through
2014.
John was noted for
finding dog-related cartoons to
include in the newsletter. He
served as president of San
Mateo Dog Training Club from
2013 to 2015. He also served
as president of Palo Alto
Foothills Tracking Association
and was very active planning,
helping, and judging their
tracking trials. He was also
John (tracklayer, holding the start flag), judges, and
famous as the guy who had both
exhibitor after a successful tracking test
bloodhounds and otterhounds.
John will be missed by all. He is survived by his sisters Nancy Traver (husband
Dave), Susan Galloway, and Patty McAfee; brother Paul Galloway; two nieces
Carleen Hoscheidt, and Georgia McAfee; and two nephews Kevin and Scott Traver.

John’s bloodhound, named after Sheriff Buford T. Justice,
a fictional character played by Jackie Gleason in the films
Smokey and the Bandit
December 2017
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Bloodhounds in Literature
James G. Thurber (1894-1961) was an American cartoonist, author, journalist,
playwright, and celebrated wit. Thurber was best known for his cartoons and short
stories, published mainly in The New Yorker magazine and collected in his numerous
books. One of these books, Fables For Our Time (1939), contained this short story
of a very dedicated bloodhound.

The Patient Bloodhound
In May 1937, a bloodhound who lived in Wapokoneta Falls, Ohio, was put on
the trail of a man suspected of a certain crime. The bloodhound followed him to
Akron, Cleveland, Buffalo, Syracuse, Rochester, Albany, and New York. The
Westminster dog show was going on at the time but the bloodhound couldn’t get
to the garden because the man got on the first ship for Europe. The ship landed
at Cherbourg and the bloodhound followed the man to Paris, Beauvais, Calais,
Dover, London, Chester, Llanduduo, Bettws-y-Coed, and Edinburgh, where the
dog wasn’t able to take in the international sheep trials. From Edinburgh, the
bloodhound trailed the man to Liverpool, but since the man immediately got on a
ship for New York, the dog didn’t have a chance to explore the wonderful
Liverpool smells.
In America again, the bloodhound
traced the man to Teaneck, Tenafly,
Nyack, and Peapack – where the dog
didn’t have time to run with the
Peapack beagles. From Peapack the
hound followed the man to Cincinnati,
St. Louis, Kansas City, Cincinnati,
Columbus, Akron, and finally back to
Wapokoneta Falls. There the man
“Basker”
was acquitted of the crime he had
been followed for.
The bloodhound had developed fallen paw-pads and he was so worn out he
could never again trail anything that was faster than a turtle. Further-more, since
he had gone through the world with his eyes and nose to the ground, he had
missed all its beauty and excitement.

Moral: The paths of glory at least lead to the Grave,
but the paths of duty may not get you Anywhere.
(Source: book and Wikipedia) Photo by Nona Perez
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Conformation Show Results
Prepared by Kay Schmitt
August 25, 2017

SIMI VALLEY KENNEL CLUB
Judge: Mrs. Debbie Campbell-Freeman
1/RW: Al Pacino Gilia
1/W/BOW/BOS: Wychway’s Miss Stachio

August 26, 2017

MENSONA KENNEL CLUB
Judge: Mr. Robert E. Hutton
1/W/BOB: Southwind’s Stargazer Lily With M&M

August 26, 2017

SANTA BARBARA KENNEL CLUB
Judge: Mr. Robert D. Smith
1/W: Al Pacino Gilia
1/W/BW/BOS: Wychway’s Miss Stachio

August 27, 2017

MENSONA KENNEL CLUB
Judge: Mr. John P. Wade
1/W/BOB: Southwind’s Stargazer Lily With M&M

August 27, 2017

SANTA BARBARA KENNEL CLUB
Judge: Mrs. Polly Smith
1/RW: Al Pacino Gilia
1/W/BOW/BOS: Wychway’s Miss Stachio

August 28, 2017

LOS ENCINOS KENNEL CLUB
Judge: Mrs. Christine Erickson
1/RW: Al Pacino Gilia
1/W/BOW/BOS: Wychway’s Miss Stachio

September 2, 2017

GOLD COUNTRY KENNEL CLUB
Judge: Mrs. Lesley E. Hiltz
BOS/BOBOH: GCH Hunterhound The Grail Maiden MT
BOB: 1 GCH pt. GCH Loamy Lane’s McKinney MT

September 3, 2017

GOLD COUNTRY KENNEL CLUB
Judge: Miss Ann H. Roth
BOS/BOBOH: GCH Hunterhound The Grail Maiden MT
BOB: 1 GCH pt. GCH Loamy Lane’s McKinney MT
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September 9, 2017

SANTA ANA VALLEY KENNEL CLUB
Judge: Mrs. Donnelle Richards
2/RW: Al Pacino Gilia
2/RW: Wychway’s Miss Stachio
1/W/BOW/BOS: Nunya’s You’ll Be Charmed By Brewdun

September 10, 2017

SANTA ANA VALLEY KENNEL CLUB
Judge: Mr. Robert E. Hutton
1/W: Al Pacino Gilia
2/RW: Wychway’s Miss Stachio
1/W/BOW/BOS: Nunya’s You’ll Be Charmed By Brewdun

October 9-13, 2017

ABC NATIONAL SPECIALTY
(Results were not available at press time, they will be in the
next issue of BONCKERS)

November 10, 2017

KENNEL CLUB OF SALINAS
Judge: Mrs. Barbara Rupert
SELECT: CH. McGuire’s One More For The Road

Bloodhounds West History
Ten Years Ago.
In the December 2007 issue of
BONCKERS, our president Tim Robertson’s message gave
a report on preparations for the 2008 ABC National in Long
Beach.
Cindi Sims and “Sage” earned a score of 192 (out of 200)
in “Sage’s” first Obedience Novice match in Placerville. All
this done in a wheelchair as well!
Bloodhounds West member Lyn Sherman was about to
be installed as the American Bloodhound Club president.
Rescue Corner gave an update on the rescue of “Buford”
by John Galloway and Jan Stallings told of her daughter
Greer’s rescue of “Stanley,” (formerly “Rocko”).
Amanda Gardner reported that after one year and eight
NQs (Non-Qualifying scores) later, “Jasper” finally received
his second qualifying score toward his Obedience Novice title.
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Photos from the ABC National
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ABC National Top Twenty
By Diane Branch
This past July, I was very happy to find out that my dog “Saidee” earned an invitation to
the American Bloodhound Club’s (ABC’s) Top Twenty Invitational. The qualifying period
runs from July 1st through June 30th each year. The twenty bloodhounds with the most
conformation best of breed points from around the country receive an invitation to
compete in the event. With a best of breed win on June 30th, the day before our
Regional Specialty in Ventura, “Saidee” earned enough points to end up at 16th place.
The Top Twenty is held each year during the ABC’s National Specialty. First started
in 2005, this event became an official American Bloodhound Club event in 2013. The
Top Twenty is not an official American Kennel Club (AKC) competition, which means
that the winner does not earn AKC points. However, a win at the Top Twenty is quite
an honor among bloodhounds.
The participants are examined by three judges and scored on their merit according to
the Bloodhound Standard. The judges’ names are kept secret until the event, and are
made up of an approved AKC Conformation judge, a respected bloodhound Breeder
judge, and a respected Handler judge. The Top Twenty winner is announced at the
ABC National Specialty banquet, and is presented with a trophy and special rosette.
The Top Twenty committee puts together a wonderful event each year, and this
year’s event was no exception. “Saidee” and I were so honored to have been able to
participate this year at the National Specialty in Ocean Shores, Washington.

“Saidee” ranked in the ABC Top Twenty
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Bloodhound Brag
Jackie Knapp’s bloodhound “Happi” (Quiet Creek’s Irish Priceless Obsession) recently
earned all four AKC Trick Dog titles. These include Novice (TKN), Intermediate (TKI),
Advanced (TKA), and Trick Dog Performer (TKP).
Jackie reports: “ ‘Happi’ is a very intelligent, four-yearold Bloodhound who tends to have a mind of his own.
He has taken Freestyle Dance classes from Judy
Gamet's "Dogs Can Dance" program for 18 months.
This training taught him self-discipline and many of the
tricks required for the AKC Trick Dog evaluations. I
was able to teach him the rest very quickly with the
help of Milly Robertson, an experienced dog trainer
affiliated with San Mateo Dog Training Club in San
Carlos.
He earned
the Novice, Intermediate, and Advanced
Titles in one night,
which
the
AKC
allows. The top AKC Trick Dog Performer title is
earned by submitting a video for the AKC Evaluators to
judge. I recorded it in my living room. I forgot to get
out some kibble for “Happi's” slot machine trick. I was
extremely surprised that “Happi” waited in place so
patiently while I went to find the food in the kitchen. I
am so proud of my beautiful, intelligent, and loving best friend.”

Click on this link, or cut and paste it into your
browser, to see “Happi’s” Trick Dog Performer
video on YouTube:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Iv7n9zqJLs

“Happi” also starred on Channel 20 (TV20, KOFY)
as part of their series of local dogs doing station
identification breaks. They ran it between shows
randomly for a couple of months early this year.
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Bloodhound Movie Quiz
These images were taken from a 1996 American romantic fantasy drama film directed
by Jon Turteltaub, written by Gerald Di Pego, and starred John Travolta, Kyra
Sedgwick, Forest Whitaker, and
Robert Duvall.

Can you name the movie?
Answer will be in the next issue
of BONCKERS.
(Hint: hound’s name was “Attila” and
his job at the start of the film was to
keep the rabbit out of the vegetable
garden.)

Answer to the September 2017 BONCKERS Bloodhound Movie Quiz: the 1999 romantic
comedy film that starred Julia Roberts and Richard Gere was Runaway Bride.
December 2017
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Bloodhounds in the News
COLLINSBURG, PA - An elderly Collinsburg man with dementia was missing from his
home for about nine hours Thursday before he was found by a fire department
bloodhound about a mile from his home, authorities said. Collinsburg Fire Chief Joel
Koricich said the man, who is in his late 80s, was found at about 6:25 p.m. The man
was placed in a Stokes basket and brought out of the woods on a four-wheel drive
vehicle before he was taken to Monongahela Valley Hospital
in Carroll Township for observation.
The man, who walks with a cane, left his home around 9
a.m. to go for a walk. His family searched for him a few hours
later when he did not come home, and called for assistance
from the fire department about 2:30 p.m., the chief said.
David Jackson, of the Greensburg Fire Department
Bloodhound Team, said his dog, Sadie, found the man calmly
sitting in the woods. The dog had picked up the man's scent
“Sadie”
along the Great Allegheny Passage, which cuts through
Collinsburg, then followed it up the hillside for about a 1⁄4 mile. The dog could not get to
the man, who had gone into thick woods where there was no trail, Jackson said.
Members of the bloodhound team were surprised that an elderly man, walking with a
cane, was able to get up the hillside and deep into the woods so thick that the dogs had
trouble getting through. Joe Napsha, Tribune-Review

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
AMITY, NY - An Amity man who had been reported missing the night before was found
Sunday, Amity-based State Police reported this morning. Troopers received a report of
a 41-year-old man who got out of a vehicle and walked into a heavily wooded area after
a dispute on Eymer Road in Amity. The dispute occurred at 7:30 p.m. on Saturday.
When the man had not yet returned by 1:30 p.m. the following day,
family members became concerned and contacted 911. Troopers
this morning did not identify the man.
A coordinated search effort was organized. Members of the
New York State Police from the Amity barracks and members of
the Amity Rescue Squad began a search of the area. State Police
Aviation and K9 were deployed and the man was successfully
located by a State Police bloodhound, Paris. When found, he had
sustained injuries and was extricated from the woods by an offroad utility vehicle operated by the Amity Rescue Squad. He was
transported to Jones Memorial Hospital and later flown to Erie
County Medical Center for treatment of his injuries. Wellsville Daily
“Paris”
Reporter
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SIMPSON COUNTY, MS - Technology, like drones and cell phone tracing, help law
enforcement in crime fighting. But there's nothing like age-old tools used to track fleeing
suspects.
Montana is a bloodhound taking down accused criminals the old fashioned way.
"She's old technology, but she's good," said
Simpson County Sheriff Donald O'Cain. Montana
is a black and tan 10-month-old registered
bloodhound, the youngest crime fighter with the
Simpson County Sheriff's Department.
Sunday she tracked James Tanner of Florence
for about half a mile through woods in Mendenhall.
Sheriff O'Cain said upon answering a call,
deputies discovered Tanner and Keione McGuire
“Montana”
in a white truck reported stolen from Carthage.
Tanner ran through the back of a trailer on Wilson Welch Road, fled into the woods
and hid in an abandoned car. "He had doubled back on his same trail and came to that
car, hid in it and she made the run tracked him and got to the car," added the Sheriff.
"Montana stopped at the back of the car and just turned her head and wagged her tail
like he's here".
This was Montana's second apprehension and first felony bust. A few weeks ago she
tracked a man threatening suicide. "She followed him all the way through the woods,
crossed the creek and went right on to that RV and found him. And she circled around
it and stopped at the front door like he's in there," said O'Cain.
"When you have a bloodhound and a good one and you put them on a trail, they're
naturally going to find them," added the sheriff. Roslyn Anderson, Mississippi News Now

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
KIRKLAND, WA - An endangered missing 13-year-old
girl from Kirkland has been found safe, according to
police.
The girl, Lily Nauman, was located about 9:00 p.m.
by a bloodhound dog from the Northwest Bloodhound
Association. Police said she was found in some
bushes near her home and no foul play is suspected.
Police said she hadn't been seen since 9:30 a.m.
Tuesday near the 10800 block of NE 68th Street in
Kirkland. Her parents said she was on her way to
school but never arrived at the school.
They reported her missing and told police that Lily
has a history of depression and extreme anxiety about
going to school. KOMO News Staff (no photo available)
“Basker”
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“Belle” (9/28/2008 - 9/23/2017)
By Aldo Branch
I remember the day my wife Diane and I went to pick up “Belle” from Pat Moffitt’s
house. I had been visiting the Bloodhounds West Rescue website for months, and
when my wife agreed that we could get another
dog, I told her I wanted to adopt “Belle.” She was
the last of several dogs that Pat had been
fostering in Rescue. She didn’t have many
wrinkles, but I thought she was beautiful. I loved
her long ears and big doe eyes. Her eyes
expressed a deep sadness, and I felt she needed
me.
I was told that “Belle” had been given to
Rescue by her family when
they had to choose to give
her up or move out of the
apartment they were living in. They chose the apartment, but left
her with tears in their eyes.
When we met her, “Belle” didn’t really seem that enthusiastic
about being “rescued.” She was more curious about exploring
Pat’s front yard, and all she wanted to do was sniff! We tried to
interact with her, but she kept her nose down the whole time she
wandered the yard. This was a foretelling of things to come.
Being my first bloodhound, she had a lot to teach me about
trailing. I knew I wanted to start trailing and started working with
Pat to learn how to go about it. “Belle” had a great nose, and
could follow a person’s
scent, but she was more curious about
critters…especially squirrels. If she was in close
proximity, she would chase a squirrel every time.
When first learning to trail, I assumed that
“Belle” would lead the way, and I would follow her
to the runner. Wrong! On our first official MT
trail attempt, after walking several yards, “Belle”
gave me a head pop, indicating the runner had
turned. Unfortunately, I never noticed it, and let
her keep walking straight until the judges called
me back. The restart was no better. Clearly, I
failed her. I think “Belle” figured if I didn’t stop
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her when she indicated the trail
had turned, she would just keep
walking straight until she could
find a squirrel.
In time, “Belle” learned that
she would get a yummy treat if
she followed the runner’s trail
and found the runner. I learned
to see her subtle head pops and
change in pace, and would stop
so that she knew I wanted her to
turn and follow the trail. We
both got the hang of it.
Eventually, “Belle” earned her
MT, MTI, and MTX titles. I was so proud of her when she found the runners at the end
of her MTX trail. There had been numerous distractions along the trail, including cats,
dogs, and buses, but she got to the end and gave a wonderful ID of the runner.
“Belle” was a wonderful big sister to “Saidee,” teaching her to bark at the neighbor
dogs, that counter surfing was forbidden, and to love going for walks. “Belle” was never
a very affectionate dog, but in her
independent way, she was still
very loving. Frequently at night,
she would express her affection
by lying next to me and gently
putting her arm over mine. She
would jump up on my shoulders
and greet me when I came home
from work each night, and every
so often would also give me the
softest little kiss. On September
23, 2017, a few days before her
ninth birthday, we lost her to
lymphoma cancer.

We loved her and will miss her dearly.

December 2017

22

Bloodhound Breed Status
Bloodhounds Registered Per Litter Registered Are Dropping
The September issue of BONCKERS featured an article “Hounded Out?” that looked at
the variation in the annual number of bloodhounds registered over the past 55 years.
This report is on an interesting relationship between the annual number of hounds
registered and the number of litters registered. Both these numbers are shown in the
following graph.

Annual bloodhound litter registrations track the number of bloodhounds registered
quite well, both peaks and troughs line up over the years. But a closer look shows an
interesting trend.
If you divide the number of litters into the number of bloodhounds each year, you’ll
see a gradual drop in the number of hounds per litter registered. This is shown on the
top graph on the next page.
From 1975 to 1995, there were about four bloodhounds registered with the American
Kennel Club (AKC) for every litter registered. But since 1995, there has been a steady
decline, dropping to about 2.6 hounds registered per litter.
Bloodhound breeder Susan Hamil has suggested this could be because the number
of puppies per litter has been dropping. She says that 30 years ago, most bloodhounds
were bred naturally (getting two hounds together) while today a lot of bitches are bred
through selective artificial insemination that tends to result in smaller litters. In 2013, the
AKC began to list, along with litter numbers, the total number of puppies from the litters
registered. From 2013 to 2016, dividing the two yields an average number of
bloodhound puppies per registered litter of 6.8, 6.7, 7.1, and 7.1, respectively.
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Other reasons for the reduction could be fewer people are interested in registering
their bloodhound or they are registering with an organization other than the AKC.
The graph below, however, shows that the same reduction is occurring in Labrador
Retrievers – their drop in registrations per litter is almost identical to Bloodhounds.

What do you think?

What’s behind the decrease in annual bloodhound

registrations per litter? Send your thoughts to the editor and we’ll share them next
issue.
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Bloodhound Ornaments

Basker

(Available at Amazon.com or other gift stores.)
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Bloodhound Puppy Poetry
The Day Before Christmas
It’s the day before Christmas
And all through the house
The puppies are squeaking
An old rubber mouse.
The wreath which had merrily
Hung on the door
Is scattered in pieces
All over the floor.
The stocking that hung
In a neat little row
Now boast a hole in
Each one of the toes.
The tree was subjected
To bright-eyed whims
And now, although splendid,
Is missing some limbs.
I catch them and hold them,
Be good, I insist.
They lick me, then run off
To see what they’ve missed.

HAPPY HOLIDAY WISHES
TO ALL THE MEMBERS
OF BLOODHOUNDS WEST
From BONCKERS’ EDITORS*
Kay and Ray Schmitt

And now as I watch them
The Thought comes to me,
That theirs is the spirit
That Christmas should be.
Should Children and Puppies
Yet show us the way,
And teach us the joy that
Should come with this day?
Could they bring the message
That’s written above,
And tell us that, most of all
Christmas is love!
December 2017
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Bloodhound Brags
By Aldo Branch

As his handler, I am proud to say that in wet and
windy conditions, “Mack” (GCH Loamy Lane’s
McKinney, owned by Pam and Juancho Herranz)
passed his Mantrailing Intermediate (MTI) trailing
test on his first attempt, at the ABC Nationals in
Ocean Shores, WA. It was a difficult trail, because of strong winds swirling between buildings.
The trail led us right past the Ocean Shores Animal impound building, which caused “Mack” to
get distracted with the scents of animals being held there. It didn’t take him long to ignore the
distraction and get back on the trail. After circling around several buildings, “Mack” ultimately
found his subjects and made a wonderful identification of the runner. Many thanks to judges
Michael Nye and Suzi Paine for a fun and challenging trail.

The day before “Mack’s” trail, “Saidee” (GCH
Hunterhound The Grail Maiden, owned by Diane
Branch and me) also passed her MTI trail. The
weather had been misty earlier in the morning, but
by the start, the sun was coming out. “Saidee’s” trail proceeded along a busy street. The
bordering grass areas are frequented by the local deer population, which gave her plenty of
distraction. As “Saidee” followed the trail along a drainage ditch and over a creek bridge, I could
tell that she could smell the runners. She jumped up on the bridge railing to see if she could
spot the runners, but could not see them yet. She proceeded over the bridge and around some
large bushes to find two runners sitting against a nearby building. After sniffing both people,
she rechecked the first person and then looked back at me to indicate to me that she had found
her runner. She was right! Thanks to judges Don Ozee and Michael Nye for a great trail. I
was quite pleased to have passed two MTI trails at a single event. Both “Mack” and “Saidee”
are looking forward to our MTX attempts in Sacramento.
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November Trailing Trial

A Great Trial – 100% Pass Rate!
Bloodhounds West, Northern Chapter just held the Judy Robb Memorial Trailing Trial
on November 24th and 25th in the Sacramento area. Special thanks to Trial Chair
Stacy Mattson and Trial Secretary Kay Schmitt. Also, thanks to our highly competent
judges for providing their expertise: Betty Seigal, Pat Moffitt, and Stacy Mattson. A
full report of the exciting trails and photos will be in the next issue of BONCKERS.
November 24:
Congratulations to Pat Moffitt’s “Lacey,” handled by
Aldo Branch, for completing her MT trail.
November 25:
Congratulations to Steve and Michele Russell’s
“Nancy Drew,” handled by Steve, for completing her MT
trail.
Congratulations to Mike McMillan’s “Basker,”
handled by Mike, for completing her MTI trail.
Congratulations to Aldo and Diane Branch’s
“Saidee,” handled by Aldo, for completing her MTX
trail.
Congratulations to Pam Herranz’s “Mack,” handled
by Aldo, for completing his MTX trail.
December 2017
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Bloodhound Sports
“Why People Don't Track”
By Suzanne Bria
I have some theories about why more people are not involved in tracking (or trailing) -not unique I am sure, but worth considering. One theory has been clarified after talking
with one of my tracking training buddies, Jan Murphy, on our way home from an
excellent Carol Pernicka seminar in Sacramento.
From what I have seen, most people in dog sports like the ACTION: what I mean is
they like dog activities that are not only competitive, but also where you get to enter
many different trials or tests, like obedience, rally, conformation, agility, and hunt/field/
herding. The titles may not all be competitive, but placements are. We all know that
tracking is different, and therefore attracts a different mindset. Sure, tracking folks can
be catty and judgmental just like in any sport (e.g. "She should never have entered; her
dog isn't ready" and "he enters lots of tests but never volunteers"). As my trainer once
said to me when we were getting ready for our TDX, "Don't be in such a hurry; once you
have the titles, it's over – at least for that dog." People like to enter tests and trials over
and over with the same dog, getting better and better "scores" at whatever they are
doing.
I have also heard from a number
of people that they can't afford to
spend hours at a time laying and
running tracks, especially in fields
with mud and ticks, and often in
inclement weather. People around
here (northern California) also
complain about the short season
(because of foxtails) for TD/TDX
training in the field, and how they
are expected to go out in all sorts
of weather. Tracking folks are the
most intrepid dog people I know even more so than field folks - “Basker” pulling her handler, two judges, and tracklayer up a
steep hill on a successful TDX track.
because they have to be fairly
physically fit to lay and run tracks over large areas, and often hilly terrain!
Another big difference is the relationship between dog and handler in tracking. You
can't make a dog track. You can in most cases make a dog jump through tires, do sits,
downs and stays, and gait around a conformation ring. You can even force train a dog
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Photo by Nona Perez

to fetch a bumper or a bird. (Not necessarily with joy, but they will do it with enough
inducement). But ever try to FORCE a dog to track?
This leads to what is perhaps the biggest
difference of all: the humbling experience of
tracking. Sure, egos are involved just like in
all dog sports, but humans COULD jump
over a bar, pause on a table, sit, down, run,
retrieve-- even herd sheep. But NO WAY
can a human track. We just don't have an
olfactory sense evolved enough to do it. So
to see our dogs do something that is
virtually impossible for us to do is both
amazing and humbling and demands the
utmost respect. The best we can do is
learn to become good handlers, to not get
in our dogs' way (both physically and
psychologically by thinking we know better),
and most importantly, learning to read what
are dogs are telling us and TRUST our
dogs.
From what I have seen in dog sports,
“Maya” and dedicated handler returning from a
there are a lot of people, I might even dare
cold, wet, muddy practice trail.
to say MOST, who cannot handle this.
They need to be in control of their dogs, and don't want to be humbled in the least.
So the nature and challenges of tracking are quite different than other dog sports.
For that reason I doubt any titles like the AKC versatile companion dog (VCD) that
include tracking will ever seriously impact how many people get involved, at least
beyond the TD, or stay involved in tracking. I believe it will always be a special, very
unique fraternity of people who are not only willing but honored to be the "dope on a
rope" while their dog proves, in this respect, his or her superiority to us mere Homo
sapiens.
Cheers,
Suzanne
& Int-CH Hyegold Midsumr Knights Dream CDX RE TDX JH WC VCX CCA ASCA-TD
(AKC ptd.) (golden retriever, “Finnegan”)
Suzanne lives in Sebastopol, CA, and operates Faraway Goldens https://farawaygoldens.wordpress.com/
Reprinted with the author’s permission from the Yahoo Group Tracking Dog files, posted February 2008.
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Bloodhounds in Literature
Arthur Yorinks recently wrote a children’s book (ages 7-10) called “Making Scents”
(2017) with illustrations by Braden Lamb and Shelli Paroline. The story involves a
young couple who are crazy about bloodhounds. Their hounds are the loves of their
lives and their livelihood. So, when they find a baby under a tree, they raise him as if he
was a hound, and Mickey wants nothing more than to make his parents proud.
Amazon.com calls it a “laugh-out-loud graphic novel for young readers.”
Publisher’s Weekly issued this review.
“Yorinks’s eccentric graphic novel opens as a couple that keeps
bloodhounds finds a baby under a tree. They treat Mickey like one of their
dogs, insisting that he learn to track like the hounds do. From Mickey’s
perspective (he narrates), the bloodhounds are his older siblings, and he
idolizes them: “I practiced... and I practiced. I studied. I even prayed.” (He’s
seen kneeling before a picture of Jimmy “The Nose” Durante.) Mickey’s
unorthodox upbringing means
that he’s in constant trouble; on
the night of his greatest school
triumph, his parents are killed in
an accident. Mickey is separated from his dogs, his new
guardians are awful, and it’s hard
to see how things will work out—
but, somehow, they do. Lamb
and Paroline’s quirky ink lines
soften difficult moments, and
their panels—splashed in drab
yellow, teal, and orange—shine,
especially in the scenes where
Mickey learns to track (the
elusive scents are traced in
pink).
Yorinks (The Invisible
Man) pulls off a tricky feat; he
creates a set of characters who
are difficult to like, then makes
readers care about them.”

(Source: Publishersweekly.com and Amazon.com)
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Hounds and Holidays
“Some dogs are pets; bloodhounds are family.” And holidays are meant for families. In
the words of Michael J. Fox, “Family is not an important thing, it’s everything.”

“Katie” by Claudia Myers

“Saidee” by Aldo and
Diane Branch

“Knotty” by Lyn
Sherman
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“Thunder” by Suzi Paine

“Happi” by Jackie
Knapp

“Salvador” by Erica
Weis
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“Player” by Pat Moffitt

“Merle” by Cindy Milani

“Jasper” by Amanda
Gardner
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“Mack” by Pam Herranz

“Basker” by Mike
McMillan
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The Last Page

Sincere thanks to all who helped make our 2017 newsletters great
Cover Dogs:
Grant and Barbara Melander, “Mudbug,” March
Sue Sappok, “Whiskey,” June
Jack Oliver, ”Jefferson,” September
Ted and Joyce Taylor, “Belle” and “Mandolin,” December
Bloodhound Stories:
Pat Moffitt, Deep, Dark, Dangerous Canyon, March
Anne and Randy Greenlee, “Buck”, March
Ted Taylor, Pretty Amazing Bloodhound, March
Lisa Jones, Bloodhound Adventures, June
Ryan Murdaugh, The “Chase” is On, June
Pam Herranz, “Moose,” June
Amanda Gardner, “Jasper,” June
Pat Moffitt, “Classy,” June
Lisa Jones, Why My Dog Smells Better Than Yours, June
Pat Moffitt, “Merlin,” September
International Bloodhounds, September
Bloodhound Drool, September
Diane Branch, ABC Top 20, December
Jackie Knapp, “Happi,” December
Aldo Branch, “Belle,” December
Aldo Branch, “Mack” and “Saidee” MTIs, December
Feature Articles:
Kay Schmitt, Agility Trials, March
Past Officers, Bloodhounds West, March
Regional Specialty flyer, March
Bloodhounds in the Military, March
Suzi Paine, Remembering Ray Schmitt, June
Amanda Gardner, Exciting Changes to AKC Rally, September
Past Officer, Bloodhounds West, September
Remembering John Galloway, December
Bloodhounds West, Hounds and Holidays, December
Members, ABC National Photos, December
President’s messages:
Pamela Herranz, March, June, September, December
General Meeting Minutes, Election Results, By-Laws:
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Pat Moffitt, March, June, September
Kay Schmitt, September
By-Laws Revised, September
Pat Moffitt, Election Results, December
Erica Weis, new Board member, December
Treasurer’s Report:
Aldo Branch, March, September
Membership Updates:
Aldo Branch, June, September, December
Conformation Results:
Kay Schmitt, March, June, September, December
Conformation History, 1997, September
Breed Rescue Reports:
Jessica Dickson, “Bella” Finds A Home, March,
Jessica Dickson, “Sampson” Finds A Home, June
Pat Moffitt, I Love “Lucy,” September
Special Thanks to Nona Perez Photography for access to her tremendous
collection of outstanding bloodhound photos.
Bloodhound Trailing:
Aldo Branch, Bloodhound Trailing Camps, March
Diane Branch, Bloodhound Trailing Camps, June
Suzanne Bria, Why People Don’t Track, December
Aldo Branch, Trailing Trial Report, December
Bloodhounds in Advertising, Art, Politics, TV, Gear, and Song:
Bloodhounds West 10 Years Ago, March
Briton Riviere, In Manus Domine, March
Bloodhound Movie Quiz, “Letters from a Killer,” June
William Clark Noble, “Bloodhound on the scent,” June
Bloodhound Movie Quiz, “Runaway Bride,” September
Katherine Beard, “Lady Bountiful,” September
Bloodhound Movie Quiz, “Phenomena,” December
Bloodhound Ornaments, December
Christmas Puppy Poem, December
Bloodhounds in the News:
March, June, September, December
Bloodhounds in Literature:
Douglas Florian, Bow Wow, Meow, Meow, March
Harriet Beecher Stowe, Uncle Tom’s Cabin, March
Cyril Swinson, Bruce and the Bloodhound, June
Virginia Lanier, A Bloodhound To Die For, September
John Balderston, The Bride of Frankenstein, September
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James Thurber, Patient Bloodhound, December
Arthur Yorick, Making Scents, December
Bloodhound Health:
Amanda Gardner, Real Dangers of Raw Meat, March
Amanda Gardner, Real Dangers of Raw Meat, June
Reduce GDV Risk Through Breeding?, September
Hounded Out?, Bloodhound Breed Status, September
Hounds per Litter Registered, December
Bloodhound Humor:
Pavlov, March
Bloodhound Pick-up Lines, March
Howard Baker, Bloodhound Sam and Froot Loops, June
Ray the Tracking Beagle, September
Bloodhound Thoughts, December
The Last Page:
The Eyes of a Bloodhound, March
Ever Wonder Where You’d End Up?, June
Charles Schultz, He was only human, September
Thanks To All BONCKERS 2017 Contributors, December

And just wait until you read the March 2018 issue. . .

Photo by Jackie Knapp

“Happi” New Year!
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Membership Forms
On the following pages are:

Membership Renewal Form (1 page)
Use this form when sending in your annual dues ($25).
Dues are due by January 31

New Member Application Form (2 pages)
Use this form to join Bloodhounds West, Northern Chapter.
We welcome new members to our club.

Bloodhound Thoughts
Bad dogs in movies
are actually good
dogs trained to act
bad.

Do I want to go out
so I can come back
in, or do I want to
come in so I can go
back out?

Seriously, how is
there STILL no
color TV?

December 2017

What if I never
find out who’s a
good boy?

I bet at some point
when Pavlov heard a
bell he had the urge
to feed his dogs.

I lick my human
everyday but she
never licks me
back.
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2018 Membership Renewal Form
Bloodhounds West, Northern Chapter
Membership dues ($25) are due on or before January 31, 2018
Name:
Street Address:
City/State/Zip:
Contact Numbers:
Home:
Cell:
Work:
Email:
Email2:
Member Since:
Please list your bloodhound names, titles, and date of birth (or adoption date) here:

Member's Signature ______________________________ Date _________________

Please return this form and a check for $25 (payable to Bloodhounds West) to:
Aldo Branch 233 Sunnyslope Ave, San Jose, CA 95127
You may also submit your dues through Paypal at bloodhoundswestnc@gmail.com
(please enter your membership information in the Paypal comment section). If you
renew via Paypal, please still send Aldo your renewal form showing any corrections,
changes, or additions to your information.
These pages are white, not “Black & Tan”, to save you toner when printed.
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BLOODHOUNDS WEST, NORTHERN CHAPTER

New Member Application
Please use a separate application for each person. The new
member application fee is listed below. Please provide the
following information, then read and sign the second page.
TYPE OF MEMBERSHIP:
 Individual $35.00

 Family: $35.00

 Junior: $25.00

APPLICANT INFORMATION
Name(s):
Address:
City:

State:

Zip:

Home Telephone:

Cell:

Email:
Interests: Showing 

Obedience/Rally 

Trailing/Tracking 

Pet 

Animals in household: #____ Bloodhounds #____ Other breeds (List)
Other animals
I am interested in joining Bloodhounds West because:

SPONSOR INFORMATION
Sponsored by (please print):

Signature of sponsoring member:
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All new applicants must read, sign, and adhere to the American Bloodhound Club Code of
Ethics shown below.
As a member of Bloodhounds West, Northern Chapter:
I agree not to engage in the practice of providing any Bloodhound to any individual,
commercial wholesaler, or retailer for the purpose of resale.
I agree that if any Bloodhound on whose papers I am shown as either breeder or cobreeder becomes a part of any breed rescue program, that upon written notification either
I will assume financial responsibility for those Bloodhound expenses to which I agree and
assist the Rescue Chairperson in finding suitable placement, or I will resume custody of
the Bloodhound.
I agree that I will provide each buyer of our Bloodhounds with accurate records regarding
pedigree and certificate of health including the name, address, and telephone number of
the attending veterinarian.
I agree not to promote indiscriminate breeding practices by using the advertising of
availability of “breeding pairs”, “stud dogs”, or “bitches in whelp for sale” in my effort to
sell my Bloodhounds.
I agree not to release any puppy to its new owner prior to seven weeks of age or what the
local ordinance states.
I agree to act in a sportsmanlike manner and not deliberately degrade other exhibitors,
breeders, or their dogs.

Applicant Signature:

Date:

Please mail both pages of this form with a check (payable to Bloodhounds West) to:
Aldo Branch 233 Sunnyslope Ave, San Jose, CA 95127

You may also submit your application fee through Paypal at bloodhoundswestnc@gmail.com
(please enter your applicant information in the Paypal comment section). If you join via Paypal,
please mail Aldo your two-page application form indicating payment was made on-line.
New member applications will be acted upon at the next membership meeting of Bloodhounds
West, Northern Chapter.
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