

NEWS BRIEFS
to 12th grades. Students must submit an original essay on the topic of
abortion, euthanasia, or embryonic
stem cell research. The deadline to
enter is Monday, March 3, 2014.
Cash prizes will be awarded to the
top winners in the junior and senior high categories. Check out
pages 6 and 8 to read essays by our
2013 winners.
High school juniors and seniors
are invited to enter our PA Pro-Life
Oratory Contest. Students will compete at the regional level first. The
top regional winners will advance
to the state competition in April.
The winner of the state contest will
have the chance to compete at the
National Right to Life contest on
June 26-28, 2014, in Louisville,
Kentucky. For regional contest locations and deadlines, contact our
office at 717-541-0034 or lifelines
@paprolife.org .

Education Director

Micaiah Bilger, left, and
Pennsylvania Pro-Life
Federation Executive
Director Michael
Ciccocioppo recording
one of many radio outreach programs airing
across the state.

Tune in to pro-life news and
information on the radio!

W

e’re expanding our pro-life
education outreach on the
airwaves.
Our Pro-life Notes are informative, one-minute radio spots that
we produce every week for about a
dozen radio stations across Pennsylvania.
Education Director Micaiah Bilger is also a regular feature Wednesdays on the Holy Family Radio 720
AM morning show in Central Pennsylvania. We also partner with the
station’s Pro-Life Spotlight show
with host Lori Peters, which airs
every Friday at 12:30 p.m. Tune in
for the latest pro-life news or listen
online at www.720whyf.com .
Our half-hour LifeLines show
takes an in-depth look at issues facing our Commonwealth and
nation. It airs on JMJ radio 750 AM
and 98.9 FM in Scranton. If you

don’t live in Scranton, the
show is available as a podcast through our Online News.
To subscribe, email
lifelines@paprolife.org .
If you want to hear our programs in your area, contact Micaiah Bilger, Education Director, for
more information at 717-541-0034.

Hospitals Offer Safe Haven
for Abandoned Infants
This summer, a newborn baby
was found dead in a restaurant
bathroom in eastern Pennsylvania.

4

Dedicated Marchers Reflect
on Impact of National Rally
March participants share personal reasons why they continue the fight.

Planned Parenthood Is
Under Investigation
The Government Accountability
Office launched an investigation
earlier this year into America’s
largest abortion business, Planned
Parenthood.
The investigation came after a
Texas Planned Parenthood settled
a lawsuit over Medicaid fraud for
$4.3 million. Officials believe the
abortion chain may be misusing
Medicaid funds in other states, too.
According to Planned Parenthood’s annual report in 2011, they
received a record $552 million in
taxpayer dollars, and performed a
record 333,964 abortions.

Encourage Students to
Enter Pro-Life Contests

•

PAGE

This fall, police
found a dead baby
in a teenager’s shopping bag after catching her shoplifting
in Manhattan. The
teen said she had
given birth a few
days before and
didn’t know what
to do with the
baby.
Women
need to know
that there is a
place they
can take their
newborn
baby if they
can’t take care
of him/her.
Pennsylvania’s
Safe Haven Law
allows a mother to
drop off her newborn
at any hospital, no questions asked. Some hospitals even have
a crib in their lobby for the baby. The
baby will be examined by a doctor.
Then the county children and youth
agency will find a family to take care of
the baby.
Learn more by visiting
www.secretsafe.org or calling
866-921-SAFE.

PAGE

TA b L E
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Challenge students to learn
more about the life issues this
school year by entering our pro-life
contests.
Our Pennsylvania Pro-Life Essay
Contest is open to students in 7th
c O N T E N T S

PAGE
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A Leader for Life!

Investing in Pennsylvania’s Kids

Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federation shares
some key legislative victories protecting
the most vulnerable among us.

Lt. Gov. Jim Cawley and wife share
how adoption helped them become
a very happy family.
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The Life You Save May Be
Your Own!

Inspiration Abounds at
Celebrate Life Banquet

Exposing the tactics and intent of
euthanasia advocates.

Lila Rose, founder of Live Action,
inspires the Pittsburgh banquet crowd.

P E N N S Y LV A N I A :

A Leader for Life!
T

hanks to the immense generosity
of donors like you, Pennsylvania
remains a national leader in the
fight for life!
Here’s just a sample of the legislative victories that have made the Keystone State a champion in protecting
the most vulnerable among us:

◄ State Rep. Donna
Oberlander, who sponsored
Act 13, attends our 2013
Celebrate Life Banquet in
Pittsburgh.
and Governor Corbett reaffirmed their
commitment in 2013 to critical funding
for the state’s Alternatives to Abortion
program, which is administered by
Real Alternatives, Inc. The innovative
program, which had its start in PA, has
spawned similar programs in states
around the nation. Abortion rates in PA
would be much, much higher were it
not for the comprehensive counseling
and support provided by Real Alternatives centers and other pregnancy help
centers throughout the Commonwealth. (If you know someone who is
pregnant and needs help, she can call
the Real Alternatives
hotline at 1-888-Lifeaid or visit www.realalternatives.org .)

convicted of involuntary manslaughter in
connection with the
death of a female
patient, 41-year-old
Karnamaya Mongar,
who died from an
anesthesia overdose
during an abortion. The grand jury
noted that Gosnell’s squalid facility
went uninspected for 17 years as a
result of the pro-abortion political
stands of former Governors Tom Ridge
and Ed Rendell. As a result of Act 122,
abortion facilities must now undergo
regular unannounced inspections and
follow the safety standards of outpatient surgery centers. Five abortion
centers in PA have closed because they
could not or would not meet these
common sense safety regulations.
Nationwide, more than 50 abortion
centers have closed since 2010,
according to the pro-abortion news
site known as the Huffington Post.

for abortions, and that a
teenager must have the conunder Obamacare — Act 13, which
sent of at least one parent
was passed by the PA House and Senbefore an abortion can
ate and signed by Governor Tom Coroccur. Once the law took
bett in 2013 (as House Bill 818),
effect in 1994 (it was delayed
ensures that no taxpayer funding of
because of court challenges), Pennsylabortion will occur in Pennsylvania in
vania’s abortion totals decreased drathe health insurance exchange created
matically. The pivotal 1992 U.S.
by the Affordable Care Act, also known
Supreme Court case Planned Parentas Obamacare. Research has consishood v. Casey was the result of the legal
tently shown that abortion totals rise
battle over the Abortion Control Act.
dramatically when public funding of
While the U.S. Supreme Court failed to
fulfill the hopes of many when it
refused to take advantage of the opportunity to overturn Roe v. Wade, the
court did open a window for further
regulation of abortion, leading to a
 Safeguarding
tidal wave of pro-life legislation being
women’s health and
passed throughout the states. As
safety — Pennsylvania
National Review reported in an article
is now known as a
written by noted legal expert Clarke D.
national leader in the
Forsythe: “National statistics have
regulation of abortion
shown a 25 percent reduction in abor Informing women and protecting
facilities, after enactment
▲ Legislative Director Maria Gallagher, far left, joins
tions from 1992 to 2006 (from 1.6 milof Act 122 in 2011. The
teens — Way back in 1989, PennsylvaGov. Tom Corbett for the signing of Act 13 into law.
lion to 1.2 million annually) which
nia passed one of the most important
legislation grew out of
coincides with more regulations
pieces of pro-life legislation in U.S. hisrecommendations made by the grand
abortion occurs. As a result, potentialpassed since Casey.” Across the U.S.,
tory. The Abortion Control Act
jury in the case of Kermit Gosnell, the
ly tens of thousands of lives may be
a record number of pro-life laws were
ensured that pregnant women must be
notorious West Philadelphia abortionsaved—and thousands of women
enacted in 2011—and 2013 could be
offered information about the developist who was convicted of 1st degree
spared the harm of abortion—as a
another record year, according to stament of the unborn child and the risks
murder for the deaths of three babies
result of this landmark legislation.
tistics obtained by the Guttmacher
of abortion prior to an abortion taking
who were born alive, then killed, in
Institute, the former research arm of
 Support for pregnant women and
place. The groundbreaking law also
what came to be known as Gosnell’s
Planned Parenthood.
their families — The PA House, Senate,
provides for a 24-hour waiting period
“House of Horrors.” Gosnell was also
The Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federation continues to work toward
the day when every unborn child
will be welcomed in life and proENCLOSED IS MY GIFT OF:
❏ THIS IS MY “GIFT FOR LIFE.” The enclosed gift is:
tected by law, and every woman
❏ $15 ❏ $25 ❏ $50 ❏ $100 ❏ $500 ❏ Other $_______ IN MEMORY OF: ________________________________________________
will be spared the grief and harm
THIS GIFT IS FOR: ❏ PA Pro-Life Federation, Inc. (Not tax deductible) IN HONOR OF: __________________________________________________
caused by abortion. We thank
❏ PA Pro-Life Federation Educational Fund (Tax deductible)
you for helping us to make that
GIFT PRESENTED BY: ____________________________________________
life-giving dream become reality!
Payment by: ❏ Check ❏ Mastercard ❏ VISA ❏ Discover
Send
letter
of
acknowledgment
to:
ACCOUNT #: ______________________________________________________________

 No taxpayer funding of abortion

YES! I WANT TO HELP PREBORN CHILDREN AND THEIR MOTHERS!

SIGNATURE ________________________________________________________________
NAME:____________________________________________________________________

NAME: ______________________________________________________
ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________
CITY/STATE/ZIP: __________________________________________

will give online by visiting www.paprolife.org and clicking on the
ADDRESS: ________________________________________________________________ ❏ Ired
“Donate Now” and completing the form with my credit card
info. I will enter “LifeLines” in the field that says “Optional
CITY/STATE/ZIP: ____________________________________________________________
Instructions/Questions.”
PHONE: __________________________________________________________________ ❏ I want to join the Life Support Team by pledging $ _________ per
❏ month ❏ quarter
EMAIL: __________________________________________________________________ ❏ Please send me the “A Legacy of Life” brochure on charitable
bequests for the Federation

Please clip this Lifelines coupon and send it with your donation to:

PA PRO-LIFE FEDERATION, INC. • 4800 Jonestown Rd. Suite 102 • Harrisburg, PA 17109-1741
Gifts to the general fund are not tax deductible. However, you may make tax-deductible contributions to the PA Pro-Life Federation Educational
Fund. Official registration and financial information may be obtained from the Pennsylvania Department of State by calling toll free, within PA,
1-800-732-0999. Registration does not imply endorsement.

(Clip and mail with your gift.)

EXP. DATE ________________________3-DIGIT SECURITY CODE____________________

BY

MARIA GALL AGHER
Legislative/PAC Director
gallagher@paprolife.org

• PENNSYLVANIA PRO-LIFE FEDERATION • LIFELINES WINTER 2013

|3

M A R C H F O R L I F E PERSPECTIVES

Dedicated Marchers Reflect on
Impact of National Rally
N
o other public demonstration can match the National March for Life in Washington, D.C. Perhaps, it’s because
no other issue is as critically important in our nation as protecting
innocent life from abortion.
Hundreds of thousands of prolifers from all across the country
will gather on the National Mall on
Wednesday, January 22, 2014, to
march in protest of legalized abortion. The March is held every year
on the anniversary of the U.S.
Supreme Court decision Roe v.
Wade, which opened the doors to
abortion on demand through all
nine months of pregnancy.
Here are what some of our
faithful pro-life marchers say
about the experience:

Christopher Calore, Vice President,
Wyoming Valley Pennsylvanians
for Human Life — “My first bus
trip from Wilkes-Barre to the
March for Life was about 35 years
ago … I was the youngest one on
the bus and considered ‘young.’
The general consensus was ‘We
must gain more and more pro-lifers to stop this tragedy of abortion!’ Today, the age of the participants at the March has reversed.
Now I realize that our prayers of
35 years ago have been answered
with time.”

Abigail Kiehl, young Lancaster
advocate, Director of Communications for the Rose Initiative –
“Our presence sends
a powerful statement to Congress
that we as Americans will stand up
till every
life created
in God’s
image is
valued in
life and
protected
by law.
With onethird of
our generation tragically
lost to abortion,
we bear witness
to the hope that
abortion can be
ended in our lifetime as together
we restore the
sacredness of
human life!”
Marielle Lafaro, volunteer,
People for Life of Erie — “I can
speak to my students continuously about abortion, its detriments
to society and to individuals, and
no amount of words I speak could
ever compare to the impact that
the March for Life has on their
young hearts and consciences.”
Erie students who attended
the 2013 March:
Zoe, 8th grade — “… being
there with hundreds of thousands
of people made me really open my
eyes and look at how seriously
wrong abortion really is.”

BY

MICAIAH BILGER
Education Director
bilger@paprolife.org

Libby, 8th grade — “The March
for Life itself was literally crazy! ...
Suddenly you see hundreds of
thousands of people on the streets
around you. The March for Life is
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unbelievable,
unforgettable,
and amazing.”
Jammie, 7th
grade — “It
brought tears to my eyes and really
touched my heart.”
Many of our pro-life chapters
organize bus trips to the March
every year –
often sacrificing
hours of
sleep to go.
If you want
to travel
with a bus
to the
National
March for
Life, contact the Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federation at 717-541-0034 or lifelines@paprolife.org for information
about bus trips in your area.
Some chapters also host local
events for people who cannot make
it to the national March. Make time
in your schedule this winter to
stand up for life in your community
at one of these events:
Saturday, Jan. 11 –
Erie March for Life at 11 a.m. at
Perry Square in downtown Erie
Saturday, Jan. 18 –
People for Life’s Pro-Life Breakfast
at 9 a.m. at the Bayfront Convention Center in Erie. For reservations, call (814) 882-1333.
Saturday, Jan. 18 –
Respect Life Memorial Service at 6
p.m. at the Gazebo in the Park in
Beaver

Sunday,
Jan. 19 –
MifflinJuniata
March
for Life
at 1 p.m.
at the Old Courthouse in Lewistown
Wednesday, Jan. 22 –
Adams County Pro-Life Prayer
Rally at noon in front of the Gettysburg Courthouse
Saturday, Jan. 25 –
Pro-Life Prayer Breakfast at 9 a.m.
at St. Mary’s Center in Scranton.
For reservations, call 570-343-5099.
Join pro-lifers in your town or
in our nation’s capital this January
as we stand up and publicly witness to the value of each and every
human life.

Dates to Remember
Jan. 22 — National March for Life
in Washington, D.C.
March 3 – Deadline for PA Pro-Life
Student Essay and Oratory Contests
April 28-May 2 (tentative) — Pennsylvania Pro-Life Town Hall Tour in
locations throughout the state
April 23 — National Pro-Life
T-shirt Day
April 27 – Pennsylvania Pro-Life
Oratory Contest in Harrisburg
June 26-28— National Right to Life
Convention in Louisville, KY

SAVING
LIVES!
one click at a time

We can only
support this lifesaving education
BY MICHAEL
outreach
C
ICCOCIOPPO
because of genExecutive
Director
erous donors
ciccocioppo@paprolife.org
who have a heart
for young people
and are willing to
donate substantial gifts to keep this project
funded. So if you or someone you know
wants to get involved in this endeavor, contact
me at the Federation headquarters to learn
more about how you can help Pennsylvania
teens choose life.

Stories from
TeenBreaks.com
Teens who Aborted their Babies
true stories that teens themith a few strokes on
selves submit. TeenBreaks.com
a keyboard and the
features stories about all kinds
click of a mouse,
of issues teens face today. But
almost half a million Pennsylwe recommend this site
vania teens have discovered
because of the teen pregnancy
the truth about life in the
stories. You can read some of
womb and abortion.
their stories here, but I encourIn September 2005, the
age you to visit the website and
Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federaread as many as you can. Then
tion Education Fund, fueled
you will see why we promote
by donors who wanted to help
TeenBreaks.com so heavily.
www.TeenBreaks.com
us educate young people
You do not have to take my
about abortion, began an
word for the effectiveness of the site. We know
innovative project to reach out to teens who
teens recommend TeenBreaks.com to their
are searching online for answers about pregpeers.
nancy and abortion.
For example, Thais wrote, “Your website is
When teens search on Google using keythe
best. I always thought that abortion was
words like “abortion,” “teen abortion,” “teen
the
best way to go. But after visiting your webpregnancy,” or “pregnancy symptoms,” the Fedsite,
my point of view has changed completely.
eration bids to put the life-affirming website
NOW,
thanks to you guys, I’m pro-life.”
TeenBreaks.com at the top of their search list.
The site also has a section titled “Abortion
What distinguishes TeenBreaks.com from
Clinic Procedures.” It contains accurate
other websites is that most of its content is
descriptions of the various abortion methods
and actual photographs that show what happens to babies during abortions. There are
appropriate warnings so that unsuspecting
teens do not stumble onto graphic photos by
surprise. But finding out the truth about abortion saves lives.
Here’s what Alexis wrote to
TeenBreaks.com: “When I visited your site I
was looking around trying to
find the right place to have
an abortion. Then I saw the
pictures that you guys have
posted. I want to thank you
guys for this site for it has truly
changed my life. THANK YOU
for helping me choose what was
right for my baby!”

W

“I had an abortion last year, and I still think
that I should have kept it. I was only 16, and my
mom and dad said I was too young to have a
baby. My boyfriend and I are still trying to get
over it, BUT DEEP DOWN I WILL NEVER BE
OVER IT. To all the girls my age or a little older,
think about what you are about to do. Do not
let anyone tell you that you are too young to
have a baby. If you think that you can take care
of it, KEEP IT, because I wish I had kept mine.”
–Nikki

Teens who Chose to Parent
their Babies
“I am 19 years old and the mother of a
beautiful 2-year-old girl. When I first found out
I was pregnant at 16, I wanted an abortion.
However, the fact that my mother gave me a
chance to live would not allow me to kill my
child. She is the best thing that ever happened
to me. It’s been tough, but all of my goals are
set and accomplished because of her existence.
I encourage all those considering abortion to
rethink it. No matter how young you are that
child will be the best thing that ever happened
to you. It will be hard, but through God all
things are possible. There are other options and
don’t let abortion be one.” – Nikkitta

Teens who Chose to Place their
Babies for Adoption
“When I was 11 I became pregnant. I told
my mom; but she said to get an abortion,
which was the one thing I was never going to
do. I asked my friends and relatives, and everyone wanted me to get an abortion, but I
refused. When I gave birth I had my cousins
adopt my new baby girl. This way I still get to
see the baby and never feel depressed that I
killed a child.” – Susana
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2013 PRO-LIFE ESSAY CONTEST WINNERS
Another Option:

ADOPTION!
Editor’s note:

By Megan Strucko

Megan Strucko, a student
at Bethlehem Catholic
High School, won first
place in the senior high
division of the 2013
Pennsylvania Pro-Life Essay
Contest.

C

SENIOR HIGH
DIVISION
FIRST PLACE:

Megan Strucko
of Bethlehem
SECOND PLACE:

Jenny Schadt
of Bethlehem
THIRD PLACE:

Teresa Sicree
of Boalsburg

hurch bells are ringing in the background as she
makes sure everything is in
place. She walks down the
aisle with tears in her eyes
as her husband-to-be
smiles at her from the altar.
This moment is every girl’s
dream.
On her wedding day,
every bride is so excited to
start a new life with her
husband as they create the
perfect little family and
start their futures. At this
moment, everything is
blissful. The new couple
will spend hours talking
about names for their
future children and deciding how to decorate the
nursery, even though they
know that they have plenty
of time before they have to
worry about this. The
excitement that the couple
has for their future family
is infectious.
Unfortunately, all too
soon, this joy is sucked
away as they experience
miscarriage after miscarriage. The ideal family that
they created in their heads
seems more and more
fleeting with each passing
day. This couple would do
anything for a child as they
are desperate for a new life
to call their own; the irony
of the situation is that over
one million women each
year opt to destroy the life
they are blessed with.
When a woman
becomes pregnant, she has
three options. The woman
can decide to go through
with the pregnancy and
keep her baby. She can put
the baby up for adoption
once he or she is born. Or
she can abort the baby.

The trend of abortion
continues as millions of
babies are killed each year.
Abortion is defined as the
termination of a pregnancy, after, accompanied by,
resulting in, or closely followed by the death of the
embryo or fetus. Many
women are choosing to
abort their babies because
they feel that a baby would
be a burden, and they do
not realize the precious gift
that they are being given
from God.
In Luke 1:41, there is
biblical proof to show how
alive a baby in the womb
is: John the Baptist leaps in
the womb when he sees
Mary who is pregnant with
Jesus. Many women do not
realize that they have this
special life inside of them,
but many other women do
realize how lucky these
women are.
Many people have so
much trouble conceiving
and would love to have a
child in their life. A large
number of people are
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applying for adoptions,
while another large number are aborting their
babies. There are so many
people who would be willing to take this baby and
raise him or her in a comfortable home, but many
women do not think about
this when they have abortions. Many people are
turned down for adoptions
because there just are not
enough babies put up for
adoption.
In fact, according to
adoption.com, there are
3.3 adoption seekers for
every actual adoption,
which goes to show that
many of the aborted
babies could have found
homes somewhere else. It
is not a matter of will there
be enough homes for children put up for adoption,
but will there be enough
babies for people who
would love to adopt.
Sadly, that newly married couple is grieving the
loss of the family that they
never even had the chance

to experience. At the same
time, millions of women
are killing the children that
could have potentially
been raised by the willing
couple. The trend of abortion needs to be transformed into the trend of
adoption, which could
benefit so many lives.
The pregnant women
of today’s society need to
realize that so many couples would be willing to
take on the challenge of
parenthood. They need to
realize that they have other
options, and pregnancy is
not a one-way street. There
are so many other choices
that a woman could make
for her unborn child, and
one day that child could
bring so much joy to the
lives of the couple looking
to be blessed with a new
life of their own.

Investing in

Pennsylvania Kids
Lt. Governor, Wife Are Passionate Advocates for Foster, Adoptive Children

By Micaiah Bilger,
Education Director
lifelines@paprolife.org

A

simple visit with
friends became a
life-changing experience for Pennsylvania Lt.
Governor Jim Cawley and
his wife, Suzanne.
The Cawleys and their
friends are foster parents.
One day, the Cawleys met
a special little boy named
Nicky who had been
placed in their friends'
care. Within just a few
days, the lieutenant governor said he and his wife
knew they wanted to
adopt him.

He was
a gift
from God.
– Jim Cawley
“He was a gift from
God,” Jim Cawley said,
noting that he and his wife
are not able to have biological children.
Though Nicky had a
rough start in life, he is
thriving in his new home.
Nicky is a bright and analytical 6-year-old, who, like
a typical boy, loves to run,
his father said.
The lieutenant governor spoke with fatherly
pride of his son: “He loves
Legos. During a trip to
Fallingwater, the Frank
Lloyd Wright house, my
wife bought him a Lego set
of Fallingwater. It said for
ages 16 and up, but in a
short time (Nicky) already
had it built.”

Lt. Governor Jim and Suzanne Cawley with their son, Nicky.

The Cawleys are passionate about helping
adoptive children like
their son find homes with
loving families. At any one
time, about 15,000 children in Pennsylvania need
a temporary or permanent
home, according to the
state adoption network.
Suzanne Cawley
recently lent her voice to a
new project from the
Pennsylvania Statewide
Adoption Network that
highlighted non-traditional adoptive children,
including those who are
older or have special
needs.
The #MeetTheKids
project ran TV and radio

commercials featuring the
children sharing their
hopes and dreams for
adoption. Watch the
videos by visiting adoptpakids.org.
The project was a great
success. A number of the
children featured in the
videos were adopted as a
result, Cawley said.
“It's vitally important
that we work together to
make sure children have
that permanent family
environment,” Cawley said.
“Studies show children
who came from that
environment are more
equipped to be successful
in life.”

The lieutenant governor said to him being prolife means not only protecting children in the
womb, but also caring for
those children after birth,
especially when they do
not have a good family
setting and need support.
Helping Pennsylvania
children is “one of the best
parts of my role in public
service,” Cawley said.
To learn more about
adoption in Pennsylvania,
visit the Pennsylvania
Statewide Adoption
Netowork at
adoptpakids.org or call
1-800-585-SWAN.
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Impatient withd eath

2013 PRO-LIFE ESSAY CONTEST WINNERS
By Maria K. Sicree,

Editor’s note:
Maria K. Sicree, a homeschooler from Boalsburg,
won first place in the junior high division of the
2013 Pennsylvania Pro-Life
Essay Contest.

JUNIOR HIGH
DIVISION
FIRST PLACE –

“Your life is not your own,” he
said. “Keep your hands off it.”
“What use is it to anyone?”
“How can you tell? The example
of patient suffering is in itself the
most precious of all lessons to an
impatient world.”
The woman’s answer was a terrible one. She raised her veil and
stepped forward into the light.
“I wonder if you would bear it,”
she said.

Maria K. Sicree
of Boalsburg
SECOND PLACE –

Holden Sweger
of Newville
THIRD PLACE –

Grace Larimer
of Albion

E

ven if you have never heard
that quote before, you would
immediately recognize the
man who is talking to the woman.
He is the world’s most famous
detective, Sherlock Holmes. This
excerpt from “The Adventure of the
Veiled Lodger” involves a woman
whose faced was horribly mauled
by a lion. Because of this she keeps
her face veiled and is seriously
considering suicide. Unfortunately,
chances are that if she had
been consulting a modern
doctor in the Netherlands or Belgium
instead of Holmes,
the doctor would
have supplied her with
the appropriate pills to
take her own life.
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle
wrote this story assuming
that his readers in 1927
would agree with
Holmes, but now
around 42 percent of
the American public
supports euthanasia
and other means of
hastened death.
What went wrong?
Throughout history, many cultures
have accepted suicide or mercy
killings as ways to
end human suffering. Japanese
samurai, Jews at
Masada, and
even leaders
such as Marc
Antony and
Cleopatra all
ended their
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own lives; cultures as different as
the Inuit in the Arctic and the Tiwi
aborigines in Australia abandoned
their elderly and disabled.
Western cultures, coming from
a Christian heritage, however,
believed in the sanctity of life and
strictly prohibited people from
deliberately hasting death in any
of its forms. They condemned
both euthanasia, which is putting
someone to death in a supposedly
easy, painless way, as well as
assisted suicide, which gives
someone the means of taking his
own life. Western cultures condemned both voluntary euthanasia and involuntary euthanasia.
The first question that most
detectives ask when they walk
onto a scene of a murder is “cui
bono?” or “Who benefits?” People
today forget to ask this about
euthanasia and assisted suicide:
They usually assume that the victim wanted to die. But we should
really ask who might benefit if this
person were dead and how. Maybe
Sherlock Holmes was truly onto
something when he talked about
“an impatient world.” Many who
benefit from a victim’s death are
impatient, like a family who is
tired of paying for their relative’s
care or heirs wanting their inheritance sooner rather than later.
Michael Schiavo persuaded a
judge in Florida to have his disabled wife Terri legally starved to
death on the grounds that she
wouldn’t want to continue living if
she were disabled. The fact that he
already was living with another
woman and would inherit Terri’s
trust fund when she died were not
considered relevant to the case.
Euthanasia can even come
down to an impatient doctor who
thinks his patient isn’t dying fast
enough. “It could have taken
another week before she died. I just
needed the bed,” one doctor
explained to justify why he euthanized a cancer patient who rejected euthanasia.
People can also have uncompassionate motives for hastening
someone’s death. Such was the situation with Ann G. in Belgium.
Ann suffered with the mental illness of anorexia nervosa and visited a psychiatrist, Walter Vandereycken, who sexually abused her.

Before she could testify in court
against him, her replacement psychiatrist assisted her in suicide.
Vandereycken got away scot-free.
Other killings are sometimes
disguised as mercy killings, too.
On February 2, 2008, a man in
Oregon got up in the morning and
shot and killed his wife while she
was sleeping. The husband, John
L. Roberts, was later arrested, but
he claimed that his wife, Virginia,
was suffering from Lou Gehrig’s
disease, or ALS, and had asked
him to take her life. He even produced farewell letters, a suicide
note, and a will, saying that her
pain kept her from writing or signing them.
In Oregon, physician-assisted
suicide is legal, but not euthanasia by gun. When Roberts went on
trial, it was discovered that his wife
did not have ALS. Several doctors
who examined Virginia the last
year of her life testified that she
had been in good health. Her college instructor testified that she
could, in fact, write. The jury did
not believe Roberts’ mercy killing
argument. They convicted him of
first-degree murder.
Virginia Roberts got justice.
Many other victims of hastened
death never do. It is clear from
these examples that the so-called
“safeguards” for assisted suicide
and euthanasia don’t work. To protect suffering people from being
killed, we need to restore a respect
for life. We need to remind people
that it is never benevolent for a
victim to be killed. And we need
one more thing: courage, as Dr.
Watson tells in the end of the
story:
Two days later, when I called
upon my friend, he pointed with
some pride to a small blue bottle
upon his mantelpiece. I picked it
up. There was a red poison label. A
pleasant almondy odor rose when I
opened it.
“Prussic acid?” said I.
“Exactly. It came by post. ‘I send
you my temptation. I will follow
your advice.’ That was the message.
I think, Watson, we can guess the
name of the brave woman who
sent it.”

The Life You Save
May Be
S

andy’s* cancer had returned.
She had been in remission for
five years, but it was back. Doctors
gave her hope and recommended a
new cancer treatment drug.
Then Sandy received a letter
from her state: They would not
cover the expensive medicine, but
they would pay for a physicianprescribed suicide.
Sandy lived in one of four U.S.
states where assisted suicide is
legal. Pro-euthanasia advocates
are working to legalize this threat
to humans’ right to life in other
states, too.
Rita Marker, a leading pro-life
advocate and expert in euthanasia, told Sandy’s story to a group
of Pennsylvania pro-life leaders
gathered in Pittsburgh in October.

Your Own!

“Not long ago, it would have
seemed unbelievable that health
care providers would be legally
compelled to be enablers of a
patient’s death …” Marker said.
“That was then. This is now.”
Pro-euthanasia advocates
work by twisting language to
make killing someone seem ok.
For example, in New Mexico, the
national euthanasia advocacy
group Compassion & Choices is
working on a case where they say
the term “assisted suicide”
shouldn’t be used at all – because
the person was already dying,

▲ Pro-Life advocate Rita Marker, seated second from left, talks to Pennsylvania
Pro-Life leaders about physician-prescribed assisted suicide & euthanasia.
Euthanasia advocates have
been slowly trying to erode
Americans’ attitudes about life
and death, Marker said. Vermont
recently became the fourth state
to legalize physician-prescribed
suicide, joining Washington, Oregon, and Montana.
Assisted suicide makes certain
human lives appear less valuable
– maybe because they are older
or disabled. When states or countries legalize this form of killing,
they step out onto a slippery
slope toward euthanasia.

Marker said. The group claimed
that by taking physician-prescribed suicide pills, the patient
allegedly just died in a “different
manner,” she said.
Compassion & Choices, formerly the Hemlock Society, also is
working here in Pennsylvania to
change our law protecting vulnerable people from physician-prescribed suicide.
One of the most common
arguments for legalizing assisted
suicide is the relief of pain and
suffering.

Marker explained that proper
pain management is the solution,
not death. Modern technology
allows for almost complete pain
control, but the problem is that
most doctors don’t receive
enough training on
how to handle
pain, she said.
“People
call us
and
say
their
mom
or

husband is
in excruciating pain,
and the
doctors say
there’s
nothing
they can
do,” Marker
said. “If the
doctors and
health care
providers
didn’t provide adequate care in (a loved one’s) case,
do we really want to give them
more power by letting them control
physician-prescribed suicide?”
Her organization, the Patients
Rights Council, helps in cases
where a patient is not getting proper pain relief or is being pressured
to take their own life. Learn more
at PatientsRightsCouncil.org.
Marker offered several suggestions for protecting yourself and
your loved ones from the threat of
euthanasia:
Do your research. When considering hospice for a loved one,
ask about the level of training
the medical staff has in pain
management.

Have an advanced directive,
such as a durable power of attorney, which names a trusted loved
one as the decision maker if you
become
unable
to make
medical
decisions
for yourself.

Marker recommends that
everyone age 18 and up have one.
Carry a card in your wallet
with the contact information for
the person named in your
durable power of attorney.
As pro-euthanasia groups
work behind the scenes and government officials push for cuts in
health care spending, pro-lifers
need to be prepared to protect
and defend human life beginning
at the moment of conception and
ending at natural death.
*Editor’s note: Her name has been
changed to protect her privacy.

BY

MICAIAH BILGER
Education Director
bilger@paprolife.org
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Doonby – (Rated PG-13 for some
violence, sexual content and thematic elements) Filmmakers
describe this new pro-life film as a
cross between “It’s a Wonderful
Life” and “The Twilight Zone.” John
Schneider stars as a mysterious
drifter who steps off a bus into a
small town. His uncanny ability to
prevent disasters from happening
soon makes the townspeople suspicious of his motives. “Doonby”
was released in theaters on
November 1.

Do you have a film-buff
on your Christmas list?
Are you looking for
something to chase away
the winter blues after
the holidays?
Or do you need a
new idea for your next
family night?
This season,
why not check out
a pro-life film?
Here are some of our
office staff’s favorite
movies:

BY

October Baby – (Rated PG-13 for
thematic material) This heartwarming film centers around a teen’s
quest to find her birth mother.
Hannah travels on an emotional
journey to discover her surprising
past in this touching new film. A
great movie for young adults, the
film was inspired by the true story of
Gianna Jessen.
Horton Hears a Who – (Rated G) I
love the old cartoon version, but the
feature-length movie has the same
message: “A person’s a person no
matter how small.” Horton’s heroic
efforts are a great example to young
and old alike about the value of
every human life.

MICAIAH BILGER
Education Director
lifelines@paprolife.org
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Bella – (Rated PG-13 for thematic
material and brief disturbing
images) It’s on my to-watch list, but
some of my co-workers really love
the film. bella is a true love story
about how one day in New York city
changed three people forever. This
movie looks at adoption in a whole
new light. Winner of the 2006
Toronto Film Festival’s People
choice Award.

It’s a Wonderful Life – (Rated
PG) What’s christmas without this
Jimmy Stewart classic? The film
holds a timeless message about
the unique impact that every single
human life makes on our world.

If you are interested in learning
more about films with a pro-life
message, or if you want to know

Amazing Grace – (Rated PG) This
film is based on the true story of
William Wilberforce, who worked
tirelessly to outlaw the slave trade in
England and restore human rights
protections to blacks.

about films to avoid because of
their pro-abortion message, contact
our office at lifelines@paprolife.org
or 717-541-0034.
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In Memory of:

Given By:

Mrs. Avers ....................................................................Gail M. Bolan
Doris Codori ....................................................Marian M. Sneeringer
Mary Jean Contaldo ..................................Mr. & Mrs. Richard Cortes
Irene S. Delescavage ......................................................Eunice Patyk
Judith R. Freind ............................................Joseph & Susan Rogacs
Pastor John Gregory................................................Rod & Rae Reiter
Ann Hoge ............................................................Nancy L. O’Donnell
Cheryl Homister ......................................................Richard Homister
Msgr. Francis A. Kane ....................................Walter & Sarah Packard
My husband, Edward ......................................Mrs. Eleanor A. Keyser
William G. Knebel ..............................................Margaret M. Knebel
Bernadette Kosco..............................................Francis & Mary Dinga
Bernadette Kosco ......................................William & Judith Vockroth
Chet Kowalski ..............................................Joseph & Susan Rogacs
Our Grandson, Drew Patrick McConnell ......Mr. & Mrs. Willy F. Tauber
Daniel J. Meade ........................Retired State Police Assoc. of PA, Inc.
Veronica Murphy..............................................Patricia A. Kornrumph
Veronica Murphy ....................................Cumberland Electronics, Inc.
Veronica Murphy ............................................Thomas & Elinor Wolfe
Lenna Narcavage ..................................................Rose Ann Gaetano
Noreen Neitz....................................................Marian M. Sneeringer
Philip O’Donnell ............................................Joseph & Susan Rogacs
Betty Polen ....................................................................Judith Hucik

Steve Rogers ................................................PHL Susquehanna Valley
John V. Smith, Jr...........................................Roger & Patricia Urmann
Joseph F. Stuhl..........................................................Aloysius E. Stuhl
Sister Elaine Williams, RSM ............................Catherine M. Steinmetz
Anthony J. Zwigaitis ................................................Mary T. McDevitt

In Honor of:

Given By:

Blessings on Father Scott Ardinger ........................Anonymous Donor
50th Wedding Anniversary –
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Cortes ........................Mr. & Mrs. Richard Cortes
Birth of our Granddaughter –
Scout Rosalynn Eckley ..........................Mr. & Mrs. John M. Gingrich
40th Wedding Anniversary –
Mr. & Mrs. James Farabaugh ....................................Carolyn Phillips
Marie Hunkele’s Birthday ......................Douglas & Elizabeth Behling
Marie Hunkele’s Birthday ..........................................Joan M. Diggin
Marie Hunkele’s Birthday............................................Mary T. Diggin
Michael & LouAnn Kilmer ..............................................Tifany Kilmer
Angeline Manci ......................................Mr. & Mrs. Vincent Andreoli
Bernard McMahon, 70th anniversary of KOC induction
and devotion to pro-life ..........Knights of Columbus #12404, Enola
60th Anniversary of the Ordination of
our Friend, Father Daniel J. Minniti..................Dale & Norma Moritz
Ordination of Rev. Brian Zumbrum, O.S.F.S. ............Mr. & Mrs. Mark S. Fenice

Give a Gift for Life This Season
THIS CHRISTMAS, DOUBLE YOUR GIFT GIVING BY HONORING A LOVED ONE AND SUPPORTING
THE LIFE-SAVING WORK OF THE PENNSYLVANIA PRO-LIFE FEDERATION.
Instead of giving a sweater or fruitcake, please consider making a donation to the Pennsylvania
Pro-Life Federation in honor of that hard-to-get-for pro-lifer on your list. Your gift will help to
impact the lives of pregnant women and their babies all throughout Pennsylvania and empower
them with the information and resources to choose life for their precious babies.
Simply fill out the coupon on page 3 with the name of your loved one on the “In Honor Of” line,
and send it with your gift to the Federation. Gifts also may be given in memory of loved ones.

For more information, or to give online, visit www.paprolife.org or call our office at 717-541-0034.
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The Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federation
is a grassroots right-to-life organization with members statewide. As the
state affiliate of National Right to Life,
PPLF is committed to promoting the
dignity and value of human life from
conception to natural death and to
restoring legal protection for the
preborn. Through legislation, political
action, education and other legal
means, we proclaim the truth about
abortion, infanticide, and euthanasia.
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Inspiration Abounds
at Celebrate Life Banquet
near Pittsburgh. The evening
included the western Pennsylvania
debut of a 10-minute film that
shows the Pennsylvania Pro-Life
Federation in action. Watch the
video by visiting www.paprolife.org.
Jacob Dvorak and Dr. Wanda Franz
received awards for their dedication to advancing protections for the right to life.
Pro-lifers of all stripes left
the event inspired and
recharged for all the work
still ahead in protecting
our citizens from the ravages of abortion, infanticide and euthanasia.

◄ 2013 Celebrate Life Banquet speaker Lila Rose meets
with and encourages local teens after the banquet address.

babies from abortion.
Rose, now 25 years old,
explained to a full house at the
Celebrate Life Banquet on October
29, 2013 that it was that moment
that led her to start Live Action, a
prolife
undercover
investigative
group
known
for its
videos
exposing abuses in the abortion
industry. For more about her
inspiring work, please visit
www.LiveAction.org .
This year’s inspirational annual
statewide celebration was held
◄ Micaiah Bilger displays a scale model of an
unborn baby at 12-weeks to the banquet crowd.

Pregnant?

2013 Celebrate Life
Banquet Major Sponsors
Platinum
Sen. Edward and Rose Marie Helfrick
Joseph and Susan Rogacs
Alexander R. and Delorose A. Szeles
Gold
Pennsylvanians for Human Life Southwest PA
Lifeline of Southwest PA
Silver
Citizens Concerned for Human Life
Centre County
Cornerstone Television Network
Michael and LouAnn Kilmer
www.LoveFacts.org - from your friends at
Real Alternatives
John and Brenda Rossi and Family

Worried? Need Help?

Call toll free for free, confidential assistance from compassionate
counselors who understand what you're going through and can help
you find the best alternative for you and your family.

Pennsylvania's Real Alternatives hotline:

1-888-LIFE-AID

NON-PROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE
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Lanc., PA 17604
PERMIT 280

W

hen 9-year-old Lila Rose
found Dr. John Willke’s
“Handbook on Abortion”
on a bookcase at home, she could
not believe what she saw. At that
tender age, Rose felt compelled to
do something to protect innocent preborn

NATIONWIDE PREGNANCY HELP HOTLINES:

CARENET: 1-800-395-HELP
Bethany Christian Services:
1-800-BETHANY
Birthright: 1-800-550-4900

For the help center nearest you, you may also see your local Yellow Pages under "Abortion Alternatives"
or call the Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federation at 717-541-0034.

LifeLines is a newspaper published
periodically by the Pennsylvania
Pro-Life Federation.
To order additional copies,
call (717) 541-0034 or e-mail
lifelines@paprolife.org.

SIGN UP FOR OUR FREE E-MAIL
NEWSLETTER TODAY!
To receive the FREE e-mail newsletter
PROLIFE ONLINE NEWS,
including periodical news, action alerts and
pro-life commentary, send a "subscribe"
message to lifelines@paprolife.org.
Visit the Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federation's
home page at www.paprolife.org.
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Pro-life publications are welcome to reprint original articles from LifeLines. A credit line identifying "LifeLines, newspaper of the PA Pro-Life Federation" as the source of reprinted articles is requested.

Do you want to know more about the Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federation? Please visit the “ABOUT US” page on our website, www.paprolife.org .
You will see our mission clearly explained. This page includes our positions on the life issues, our nonviolence policy and our political activity guidelines.

