NEWS BRIEFS

Victory!

Gov. Signs Bill to Stop Tax Funding of Abortion.

Education Director Micaiah
Bilger, left, with the 2013 Oratory
Contest winner Mario D’Aniello.

Pro-Life Student Contest
Winners Announced

T

he Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federation is proud to announce the
2013 winners of our student Essay
and Oratory Contests.
The first-place winner in the
Oratory Contest is Mario D’Aniello,
of Nazareth, for his speech about
abortion and adoption. He will represent Pennsylvania at the National
Right to Life Oratory Contest in
Dallas, Texas. Second place went to
Rachel Victor, of Cheltenham,
while the judges awarded a tie for
third place to Sarah Bastian, of
State College, and Caitlynn Verzino, of Bethlehem.
In our Essay Contest, the winners in the senior high division are:
first place, Megan Strucko, of Bethlehem; second place, Jenny Schadt,
of Bethlehem; and third place,
Teresa Sicree, of Boalsburg. In the
junior high division, the first place
winner was Maria Sicree, of Boalsburg; second place, Holden
Sweger, of Newville; and third
place, Grace Larimer, of Albion.
The first-place essays will be published in a later edition of LifeLines.
Congratulations, students!

Gov. Tom Corbett with state Rep. Donna Oberlander, bill sponsor

P

ennsylvania taxpayers gained a victory this spring when state
lawmakers passed a law to stop taxpayer funded abortions in
our Commonwealth.
House Bill 818, which became Act 13 when signed into law, prevents tax funding of abortions in the federally-administered health
insurance exchange in Pennsylvania. The exchange will be created through the
Affordable Care Act, commonly known as Obamacare.
Pennsylvania joins more than 20 others states that have moved to opt out of abortion
coverage under the health insurance exchanges created under Obamacare. Governor
Tom Corbett signed Act 13 into law June 17.
The Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federation was at the forefront of
helping to pass this important bill. A more detailed report about
Act 13 will be published in the next edition of LifeLines.

Abortion Center Regulations
Take Effect in Pa.
Five abortion centers in Pennsylvania closed recently after a new
abortion center regulation act went
into effect.
The law, known as Act 122,
requires that abortion centers in
•
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Pennsylvania submit to regular,
unannounced inspections. Abortion centers that perform surgical
abortions also must meet the same
health and safety standards as
other outpatient surgical facilities.
Pennsylvania legislators passed
the law two years ago in response
to the tragic and horrific conditions
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Become a Hometown Hero

Pro-Life Lobbying 101:

AFTER GOSNELL:

A local chapter is waiting for you!

What you need to know to get laws
passed.

Abortion Tragedies Raise
Awareness about The Right to Life.
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found inside Kermit Gosnell’s abortion center in West Philadelphia. In
May, Gosnell was convicted of the
first-degree murders of three newborn babies.
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Lila Rose to Speak at 2013
Celebrate Life Banquet
Join us on Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2013
in Pittsburgh to Celebrate Life!
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Hope Online
Pregnant teen Chooses Life with
help from Facebook friends.

Giving the Gift of Life
Beyond Your Own
needs. I assured her that we would
pray for her healing.
Every day, our letter carrier, Susan,
is like an angel bringing financial gifts
of regular folks who propel us forward
in educating the public on the pro-life
issues and advocating for law and public policy that protect human life. But
some days she brings us a charitable
bequest from someone who we learn
has passed from this life to the next.
Bequests generally exceed the
donations that decedents ever gave
when they were alive. I’m sure many
who read this know exactly what I am
talking about. Even people of modest
wealth on paper feel like they never
have enough cash to give to all the
charities that they hold so dear to their
hearts. But they know that someday
them to ask for donations.
the earth pro-life Pennsylvanians
when they pass on, all that they own
Rachel regularly sends us $10 a
from all across our great Commonwill be turned into real money for their
month. It was unusual for her to send
wealth. People entrust us with their
heirs and the charities they designate
a gift of more than $10. She enclosed
hard-earned dollars because they want
in their wills.
a little letter to explain. She wanted us
to be part of the daily fight for life, but
Perhaps the Lord is calling on you
to know that this was to cover the next
they have their own commitments
at this time to consider updating your
four months. She disclosed that she
which take most of their time, talent
will and making a charitable bequest
had lung cancer, and in her words,
and treasure. Trust me, we never take
to the Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federa“Only the Lord knows what is before
a single donation for granted!
tion Education Fund, the education
me, surgery, treatments or both.” So
I felt compelled to call Rachel to
arm of the Federation that is recogshe just wanted to be sure we had her
thank her personally for her extraornized by the Internal Revenue Service
donation in hand — just in case!
dinary commitment to our mission. I
as a 501(c)(3) corporation. Speak to
I read the letter to the staff and
expressed our heartfelt gratitude and
your estate attorney or contact us and
said, “This lady was diagnosed with
told her that she was my new hero!
ask for our brochure, “A Legacy of Life.”
lung cancer and you would think that
In her letter, Rachel asked that we
The Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federashe must have many concerns. And
pray for her. So during our conversation has been around since 1979, and
apparently one of those concerns was
tion, I explained that our small staff at
it will be here long after you and I are
that we receive her support in case
the state headquarters takes time to
gone. Even when Roe v. Wade is oversomething happens TO HER!”
gather for scripture and prayer every
turned and abortion-on-demand
Imagine how humbled we feel
day. And during our prayer time we
becomes illegal again in Pennsylvania,
fighting everyday on behalf of salt of
pray especially for all of our donors’
the Federation will be needed. It
will educate future generations
about how devastating this era of
legal abortion has been so that it
ENCLOSED IS MY GIFT OF:
❏ THIS IS MY “GIFT FOR LIFE.” The enclosed gift is:
is never again legalized —
❏ $15 ❏ $25 ❏ $50 ❏ $100 ❏ $500 ❏ Other $_______ IN MEMORY OF: ________________________________________________
because, there’s always a reason
THIS GIFT IS FOR: ❏ PA Pro-Life Federation, Inc. (Not tax deductible) IN HONOR OF: __________________________________________________
to choose LIFE!
❏ PA Pro-Life Federation Educational Fund (Tax deductible)
GIFT PRESENTED BY: ____________________________________________
Payment by: ❏ Check ❏ Mastercard ❏ VISA ❏ Discover
Send letter of acknowledgment to:
ACCOUNT #: ______________________________________________________________

I

t took my breath away when I read
this hand-printed letter from a
Pennsylvania 6th grader and
found a check written by her father
for $500. Any day we receive a check
for $500 is a special day—but something about this made it extra special.
I learned a long time ago that you
can never draw a conclusion about a
person based on how much they give
to a particular charity — especially a
pro-life charity like the Pennsylvania
Pro-Life Federation. The amount of
the gift isn’t an indicator of how
strongly the person believes in the
pro-life cause.
I know people who have dedicated
a substantial portion of their lives to
pro-life but can only afford to give $10
or $20 from time to time. They are
fiercely pro-life and would take a bullet themselves to save a baby from
abortion—but they just don’t have the
means to give more. My eyes well-up
when I think about the sacrifices they
make to be able to give any amount.
Some stories just need to be
shared.
Recently, a donor, I’ll call her
Rachel to protect her privacy, sent us a
check for $40. Rachel is a member of
our Life Support Team. These are people who pledge to give a specific
amount of money once a month or
once a quarter. Our Life Support Team
donors are a tremendous blessing to
the organization because they keep us
going between fund-raising appeals.
They like it because they know that we
won’t spend money calling or mailing

Dear Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federation,
I got all A’s on my report card. So my dad gave
me $500 to give to any charity I want. I donated to
your charity because I go to the March for Life at
Washington D.C. every year, and it’s lots of fun.
I hope you save Lots of babies!
Sincerely,
Amber

YES! I WANT TO HELP PREBORN CHILDREN AND THEIR MOTHERS!

SIGNATURE ________________________________________________________________
NAME:____________________________________________________________________

NAME: ______________________________________________________
ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________
CITY/STATE/ZIP: __________________________________________

will give online by visiting www.paprolife.org and clicking on the
ADDRESS: ________________________________________________________________ ❏ Ired
“Donate Now” and completing the form with my credit card
info. I will enter “LifeLines” in the field that says “Optional
CITY/STATE/ZIP: ____________________________________________________________
Instructions/Questions.”
PHONE: __________________________________________________________________ ❏ I want to join the Life Support Team by pledging $ _________ per
❏ month ❏ quarter
EMAIL: __________________________________________________________________ ❏ Please send me the “A Legacy of Life” brochure on charitable
bequests for the Federation

Please clip this Lifelines coupon and send it with your donation to:

PA PRO-LIFE FEDERATION, INC. • 4800 Jonestown Rd. Suite 102 • Harrisburg, PA 17109-1741
Gifts to the general fund are not tax deductible. However, you may make tax-deductible contributions to the PA Pro-Life Federation Educational
Fund. Official registration and financial information may be obtained from the Pennsylvania Department of State by calling toll free, within PA,
1-800-732-0999. Registration does not imply endorsement.

(Clip and mail with your gift.)

EXP. DATE ________________________3-DIGIT SECURITY CODE____________________

BY MICHAEL
CICCOCIOPPO

Executive Director
ciccocioppo@paprolife.org
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Become a Hometown Hero
A Local Chapter is Waiting for You!

PENNSYLVANIA PRO-LIFE FEDERATION
AFFILIATED CHAPTERS
PENNSYLVANIANS FOR HUMAN LIFE
SOUTH-CENTRAL REGION
• Pennsylvanians for Human Life Adams County
• Pennsylvanians for Human Life Cumberland County
• Pennsylvanians for Human Life Greater Harrisburg
• Pennsylvanians for Human Life Lebanon County
• Pennsylvanians for Human Life York County
CITIZENS CONCERNED FOR HUMAN LIFE, INC.
CENTRAL REGION
• Citizens Concerned for Human Life Bedford County
• Citizens Concerned for Human Life Blair County / Altoona
• Citizens Concerned for Human Life Cambria / Somerset
• Citizens Concerned for Human Life Centre County
• Citizens Concerned for Human Life DuBois
• Citizens Concerned for Human Life Huntingdon County
• Citizens Concerned for Human Life Mifflin / Juniata
MIDWEST REGION
• The Greater Fayette County Respect Life Committee
• Westmoreland County Right to Life
PENNSYLVANIANS FOR HUMAN LIFE
SOUTHWEST REGION
• Pennsylvanians for Human Life Allegheny County - North Hills
• Pennsylvanians for Human Life Allegheny County - South Hills
• Pennsylvanians for Human Life Beaver County
• Pennsylvanians for Human Life Butler County
• Pennsylvanians for Human Life Greene County
• Pennsylvanians for Human Life Washington County
NORTHWEST PA PRO-LIFE COALITION
• Citizens for Life Crawford County
• Pennsylvanians for Human Life Venango County
• People for Life Erie County
• Pro-Life of Mercer
PRO-LIFE COALITION NORTH-CENTRAL REGION
• Right to Life Elk County
• Right to Life McKean County
• Right to Life Warren County
PENNSYLVANIANS FOR HUMAN LIFE
NORTHEAST REGION
• Pennsylvanians for Human Life Bradford County
• Pennsylvanians for Human Life Carbondale
• Pennsylvanians for Human Life Columbia / Montour
• Pennsylvanians for Human Life Endless Mountains
(Tioga & Potter Counties)
• Pennsylvanians for Human Life Hazleton
• Pennsylvanians for Human Life Northumberland County
• Pennsylvanians for Human Life Pocono
• Pennsylvanians for Human Life Scranton
• Pennsylvanians for Human Life Susquehanna County
• Pennsylvanians for Human Life Susquehanna Valley
(Lycoming County)
• Pennsylvanians for Human Life Wayne / Pike
• Pennsylvanians for Human Life Wyoming Valley
(Luzerne County)
PENNSYLVANIANS FOR HUMAN LIFE
MIDEAST REGION
• Pennsylvanians for Human Life Allentown
• Pennsylvanians for Human Life Berks County
• Pennsylvanians for Human Life Bethlehem-Easton
RIGHT TO LIFE OF SOUTHEAST PENNSYLVANIA REGION
• Philly ProLife
• Right to Life Central Bucks County
• Right to Life Montgomery County

People for Life of Erie
package carnations for the
chapter’s annual Mother’s
Day carnation project.

By Maria Gallagher
Legislative/PAC Director
gallagher@paprolife.org

H

ave you met any of
these hometown
heroes?
You have a chance to
connect with other fascinating, enthusiastic advocates for life by joining a
local chapter of the Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federation.
From hosting some of
the nation’s leading champions for life at prayer
breakfasts and banquets
(from best-selling author
George Weigel to civil rights
activist Alveda King)…from
communicating with public officials about critical
issues…from bringing educational displays to county
fairs and festivals…to
reaching out to pregnant
women with hope and
help…our chapters save
lives and change hearts in
their local communities.
Whether you can spare
60 seconds to
send an email
or make a
phone call…or
several hours a
month to staff
a phone

 Chapter leaders in Bradford
County welcome the Federation
staff to a full house during a
Pro-Life Town Hall meeting
in Towanda.
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More than 100 people gather for the annual pro-life banquet hosted
by the Citizens Concerned for Human Life of Bedford County.

Leaders with Pro-Life of Mercer County pose for a photo in front of their
pro-life truck display.

line…you can become a
VIP (very important person) for the pro-life chapter
in your county.
Maybe you are a student
looking for a way to make a
difference on weekends…
or a mom searching for a
volunteer opportunity
while your children are in
school…or a retiree hunting
for a second, meaningful,
unpaid career! Whatever
your age, whatever your
talents, babies and their
mothers and fathers could

use your help!
If you’re interested in
joining any of the chapters
listed here or you would
like to start a new chapter,
give us a call at 717-5410034.
With your help and the
help of your friends and
family members, we can
rebuild a culture of life in
Pennsylvania, one county
and one heart at a time.

PRO-LIFE
LOBBYING
101:
What You Need to Know to Get Laws Passed!
M

aybe you’re sitting in your Lazy-Boy
right now, leisurely reading your latest issue of LifeLines. Did you know
that you can help pass laws, empower women
and girls, safeguard the rights of people with
disabilities and the medically fragile, and save
lives — all without leaving your chair?
Yes, it’s possible — and even probable —
with the help of your phone — and/or laptop
computer.
You too can become an armchair lobbyist
—and it may only take a few minutes of your
time.
Your donor dollars help us to educate lawmakers and their staffs, communicating vital
information to them about pending legislation. You are an essential member of our
team — and your state Representatives, state
Senators, and Congressional Representatives
need to hear from you, because you elect
them and you pay their salaries!

Here are some tips for effective
citizen lobbying:
First, you need to be informed.
Sign up for our legislative alerts so
you know when there’s a vote on a
critical bill coming up in committee
or on the floor of the PA House,
Senate, or Congress. Go to our website at
www.paprolife.org to add your email address
to our email newsletter list.
Call and email your lawmakers
and let them know what you
think. Ask them for their votes on
important bills. Thank them when
they vote to protect life. Express your disappointment when they vote against life. Calls
and emails really can make a difference—
even if a lawmaker has voted wrong in the
past. Your call or email could help persuade
him or her to adopt your stand on current
legislation.

Get your friends and family members to make calls and send emails
to lawmakers, too. The more people who are engaged, the greater the likelihood that legislation protecting the vulnerable will pass.
Share. Post our legislative alerts
on your Facebook page, your
Twitter and LinkedIn accounts,
and your Google+ circles. If these
terms are foreign to you, please consult a 13year-old and she will be happy to point your
cursor in the right direction.
Refresh your memory. Some of us
work with government officials all
the time, so we are familiar with
those who represent us — but others don’t. For those who need a
refresher course: We have two U.S. Senators
(Bob Casey and Pat Toomey). Also, one of 18
Congressional Representatives from
Pennsylvania represents your district in
Congress. In addition, you have a state
Representative who represents you in the
Pennsylvania House of Representatives in
Harrisburg, and a state Senator who represents you in the Pennsylvania Senate, also in
Harrisburg. If you don’t know who your
Congressional Representative, state
Representative, or state Senator is, please call
us at 717-541-0034 and we will let you know,
based on your address.

Watch a video. For some,
the legislative process
might be routine, but for
others, it’s a labyrinth. If you’ve forgotten the
steps for how a bill becomes a law, or if you
never really knew, go to www.youtube.com
and, in the search box, enter: “I’m just a bill —
Schoolhouse Rock!” You should find the old
three-minute cartoon from the Schoolhouse
Rock series that explains, in a highly accurate,
concise way, how a bill makes it through a
legislative body to become law.
We can make the Keystone State the
keystone in re-creating a culture of life in
America. But to do so, we need every pro-life
Pennsylvanian to be part of the rebuilding
process.
Keep those
calls and
emails
coming!

BY

MARIA GALLAGHER
Legislative/PAC Director
gallagher@paprolife.org
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Gosnell abortion tragedy

BY

MICAIAH BILGER
Education Director
bilger@paprolife.org

“What
can be done
to protect
babies and
women
from
other
Gosnells?”

AfterGosnell
Abortion Tragedies Raise Awareness
about the Right to Life.

J

ust three years ago, our
nation watched in horror as investigators
revealed the horrific practices of Philadelphia abortionist Kermit Gosnell.
On May 13, Kermit
Gosnell was convicted of
murdering three newborn
infants and was held
responsible in the death
of a female patient,
Karnamaya Mongar.

Timeline

During Gosnell’s sixweek trial, Pennsylvania
returned to the national
news media as Gosnell’s
trial renewed debates
about abortion.
These horrible events
leave us with the question:
“What can be done to
protect babies and women
from other Gosnells?”





Awareness
Pro-abortion groups
would like everyone to
believe that Gosnell was an
anomaly. But the heightened awareness from Gosnell’s trial has brought
other disturbing cases to
the forefront.
In Texas, abortionist
Douglas Karpen is being
investigated for crimes
similar to Gosnell’s: slash-



ing the necks of lateterm babies born
alive after failed abortions, using unsterilized equipment, and
employing unqualified
and unlicensed staff.
Another abortion
center is under investigation in Delaware after two
nurses quit in April, citing
unsafe and unsanitary conditions.



DECEMBER 20, 1979:

1993:

JULY 2008:

NOVEMBER 19, 2009:

Kermit Gosnell gets
approval to open
his West Philadelphia
abortion center.

The state
Department of Health
inspects Gosnell’s center
for the last time, and
finds many violations.

Baby Boy A
is born
at about
30 weeks old
before
Gosnell
kills him.

Karnamaya Mongar
DIES
from an overdose
of Demerol
given by
untrained staff.
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They described the
atmosphere as profit-driven, “meat-market style of
assembly line abortions.”
A Delaware state health
official admitted that the
abortion centers police
themselves because the
state doesn’t have “the
manpower to do routine
inspections.”
And in Maryland, four
abortion centers were shut
down after a woman died
following her abortion.
Officials discovered unlicensed, untrained staff and
broken equipment at their
centers, too.



Regulations
Pennsylvania has long
been a leader in restoring
protections for the right to
life after Roe v. Wade. Our
Pennsylvania Abortion
Control Act, which went
into effect in 1994, helped
to cut the abortion rate in
half in our Commonwealth
by requiring informed consent, a 24-hour waiting
period, and parental consent for minors to have
abortions.
So, why were the Gosnell horrors allowed to continue for so many years in
Pennsylvania? Because for
almost two decades the
abortion industry was left
to its own devices – all in
the name of a woman’s
“right to choose” abortion.
Gosnell’s facility
had not been
inspected by the
state in 17 years.
More than 40
lawsuits were
filed against
him, and
complaints
were reported
to the state
Department
of Health, but
Gosnell’s murderous business was
ignored.
According to
Philadelphia officials in the Grand
Jury report, “… the
Pennsylvania Department of Health abruptly decided, for political



reasons, to stop
inspecting
abortion
clinics at all.
…With the
change of
administration from
Governor
Casey to
Governor
Ridge, officials concluded that
inspections would be
‘putting a barrier up to
women’ seeking abortions.
Better to leave clinics to do
as they pleased, even
though, as Gosnell proved,
that meant both women
and babies would pay.”
Fortunately, Governor
Tom Corbett and legislators
took swift action when they
became aware of Gosnell
and the current lax attention to abortion centers.
They passed Act 122, a law
that now requires abortion
centers to meet the same
health and safety standards
as other outpatient surgical
facilities and be inspected
regularly. The Pennsylvania
Pro-Life Federation will
continue to monitor the
implementation of the law.

Conversations
The Pennsylvania ProLife Federation has been
active in the midst of the
Gosnell tragedy, lobbying
for greater oversight of
abortion centers and raising awareness through
social media, a speaking
tour, and interviews with
state and national media.



40
YEARS

AFTER
ROE V. WADE

But
there is more to be done.
Gosnell will spend the rest
of his life in jail for murdering those newborn babies,
but abortionists across the
United States legally kill
thousands of other preborn
babies in the womb every
day.
The Gosnell case has
opened doors to more talk
about abortion laws in our
nation. From conversations
around the dinner table to
articles in the Wall Street
Journal, people are questioning the logic of Roe v.
Wade’s abortion for any
reason, any time.
Join us in continuing
the conversation and helping people to understand
that no matter what a
human being’s stage of
development (zygote to
adult), or environment
(womb to birth), or ability –
every human being
deserves life.
For the sake of Gosnell’s
victims and the more than
55 million babies who died
in legal abortions since Roe,
we must keep working to
change hearts and minds
for life!

So, why were the
Gosnell horrors
allowed to continue
for so many years
in Pennsylvania?
•
Because for almost
two decades the
abortion industry
was left to its own
devices – all in the
name of a woman’s
“right to choose”
abortion.



FEBRUARY 18, 2010:

MARCH 12, 2010:

JUNE 2012:

MAY 13, 2013:

Federal and state
investigators raid Gosnell’s
center on suspicion of
illegal drug distribution.
They find a
“house of horrors”
abortion center
including 47 baby parts
kept in containers
around the office.

The state
Department
of Health
closes
Gosnell’s center.

Act 122,
Pennsylvania’s
new abortion center
regulation act
goes into effect.

Gosnell
is convicted
of first degree
murder
for killing
three newborn babies,
including
Baby Boy A.
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BUSTED!
Young Activist Exposes
Abortion Industry

Make Plans Now to
Join Us in Pittsburgh

H

er photo hangs on abortion
center walls like a “Wanted”
poster.
Her “crime”? Exposing the illegal, discriminatory and inhuman
practices of America’s abortion
industry.
Lila Rose has become a pro-life
household hero for her youthful,
passionate defense of babies in the
womb. Her organization, Live
Action, has caught abortion center
workers on video covering up sexual abuse and human trafficking,
supporting racial and gender discrimination, and condoning infanticide.
Rose will be the featured
speaker at our 2013 Celebrate Life
Banquet on Tuesday, October 29,
at the Four Points by Sheraton
Pittsburgh North, 910 Sheraton
Drive, Mars.
Lila Rose has quickly become a
leading figure in the pro-life movement. Only in her mid-20s, she is a
sought-after international speaker
and a frequent guest on national
media programs.
At age 15, Lila founded Live
Action, a pro-life nonprofit that
uses tried-and-true methods of
investigative journalism to expose
abuses in the abortion industry
and energizes youth to advocate
for human rights for the preborn.
Live Action’s most recent video
investigation, “Inhuman,” was

BY

MICAIAH BILGER
Education Director
bilger@paprolife.org

released this spring
in the wake of
Philadelphia abortionist Kermit Gosnell’s murder trial.
The videos show
several late-term
abortion practices
admitting that they
would not care for
babies born alive
after failed abortion
attempts.
“It is clear from
our investigation
that the horrors
revealed during the
Kermit Gosnell trial
are not exclusive to
that clinic,” Rose
said. “Our videos
expose the truly
gruesome, illegal,
and inhuman practices going on
• TO bENEFIT ThE LIFESAvING wORk OF ThE PA PRO-LIFE FEdERATION EdUcATION FUNd •
inside many of
America’s abortion
During the evening, the FederaThanks to Our 2012
clinics. These children deserve our
tion
will
honor
two
outstanding
Major Banquet Sponsors
protection, not the ignorance that
pro-life
advocates
for
their
service
allows these atrocities to continue.”
he following people and organin the pro-life movement.
Please reserve your seat for the
izations helped to make our
Wanda Franz, president of West
banquet soon by cutting out the
2012 Celebrate Life Banquet a big
Virginians for Life and immediate
registration form on page 9. You
success. Check out ways you can
past president of the National
also may contact the Federation at
become a sponsor at this year’s
Right to Life Committee, will
717-541-0034 or
banquet on page 9.
receive the Pennsylvania Pro-Life
www.paprolife.org to register.
Federation Leadership Award.
Seating is limited, so don’t wait!
PLATINUM
Jacob Dvorak, a dedicated
Consider signing up for a sponTHE HONORABLE EDWARD HELFRICK
advocate for life who serves as the
sorship and reserving a table for
JOSEPH AND SUSAN ROGACS
president of the board of directors
you and your pro-life friends.
PAUL RUGGIERI PRODUCTIONS
of the Pennsylvanians for Human
Sponsorships ranging from $500 to
Life
Southwest
Region
and
repreA
LEXANDER R. AND DELOROSE A.
$5,000 are needed to make this
SZELES FOUNDATION
sents
the
southwest
region
on
the
event a success. A discounted $400
Federation board of directors, will
sponsorship is available for
SILVER
be awarded the Pa. Pro-Life Federchurches. Your support will help us
MICHAEL AND PEGGY CICCOCIOPPO
ation Lifetime Achievement Award.
continue our fight in Pennsylvania
CITIZENS CONCERNED FOR
Please join us to hear more
to protect the lives of preborn
HUMAN LIFE, CENTRE COUNTY
from these powerful pro-life leadbabies and their mothers from
CORNERSTONE TELEVISION NETWORK
ers as they help us spread the
abortion.
GRIMM CONSTRUCTION, INC.
message about why there is
Proceeds from the banquet
THE KILMER GROUP
always
a
reason
to
choose
life.
You
benefit the life-saving work of the
won’t want to miss this special
JOHN AND BRENDA ROSSI AND FAMILY
Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federation
evening
of
pro-life
fellowship
and
PENNSYLVANIANS FOR HUMAN LIFE,
Education Fund. A portion of your
inspiration!
SOUTHWEST REGION
registration fee will be tax
deductible.
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• 2013 CELEBRATE LIFE BANQUET REGISTRATION FORM •

Check-in begins 5:30 p.m. Doors open 6 p.m. Banquet begins 6:30 p.m.

2013 BANQUET REGISTRATION FORM

ONLY ONE REGISTRATION PER FORM, PLEASE (FEEL FREE TO COPY IF MORE FORMS ARE NEEDED)
(Payment must accompany registration form)
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY:

Name____________________________________________________________________________Phone __________________________________
Address___________________________________________________ City/State_____________________________________ Zip ______________
E-mail address____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Chapter / Church Organization ______________________________________________________________________________________________

REGISTRATION OPTIONS:
❏ A) INDIVIDUAL BANQUET SEATS are $50 each.
❏ B) BANQUET SPONSORSHIP – Sponsorship opportunities are listed below.

TOTAL: $ _____________

NOTE:

PAYMENT OPTIONS:

The registration deadline is October 18, 2013.

❏ Check (Make check payable to: “PA Pro-Life Federation Ed Fund”)

Seating is limited so register early!
❏ MasterCard

❏ Visa

❏ Discover
❏ I request a vegetarian meal. ❏ I request a gluten free meal.

Acct. # ____________________________________________________
Exp. _____/_____ V-Code (3 digits on the back of your card) ________
Signature: ________________________________________________

• Payment is due with the reservation form.
Your reservation will be confirmed when payment is received.

FOR EVENT DETAILS GO TO www.paprolife.org or call 717-541-0034.

INTERESTED IN BECOMING A SPONSOR? SIGN UP BELOW OR GO ONLINE AT WWW.PAPROLIFE.ORG!
All sponsorships received by October 8, 2013 will be acknowledged in the printed program.
NAME of individual(s), business or church to be acknowledged in the banquet program:
______________________________________________________________
PLATINUM LEVEL: Two (2) Seats at the VIP table, Twelve (12) Banquet Seats,
Acknowledgment in the Celebrate Life Banquet Program, Acknowledgment in
LifeLines newspaper and our Website.
❏ Yes, I will be a Platinum Sponsor. Enclosed is my sponsorship of
$__________ ($5,000 per sponsorship)
GOLD LEVEL: Twelve (12) Banquet Seats, Acknowledgment in the Celebrate
Life Banquet Program, Acknowledgment in LifeLines newspaper and our
Website.
❏ Yes, I will be a Gold Sponsor. Enclosed is my sponsorship of
$___________ ($2,800 per sponsorship)
SILVER LEVEL: Ten (10) Banquet Seats, Acknowledgment in the Celebrate Life Banquet Program, Acknowledgment in LifeLines newspaper and our Website.
❏ Yes, I will be a Silver Sponsor. Enclosed is my sponsorship of
$__________ ($1,200 per sponsorship)
MAIL REGISTRATION TO:

BRONZE LEVEL: Eight (8) Banquet Seats, Acknowledgment in the Celebrate
Life Banquet Program and our Website.
❏ Yes, I will be a Bronze Sponsor. Enclosed is my sponsorship of
$____________ ($500 per sponsorship)
CHURCH LEVEL: Eight (8) Banquet Seats, Acknowledgment in the Celebrate
Life Banquet Program and our Website.
❏ Yes, I will be a Church Sponsor. Enclosed is my sponsorship of
$____________ ($400 per sponsorship - Payment must be made in church’s name.)
❏ I would also like to purchase _______ additional banquet seats at $50
each, not included in sponsorship levels.
❏ I am unable to attend, but would like to be acknowledged as a Banquet
Sponsor in the banquet program (check level).
❏ Please apply the enclosed tax-deductible gift of $_________ toward the
work of the Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federation Education Fund.
• Note: Payment is due with the sponsorship form and is non-refundable.

FAX REGISTRATION TO:

PA PRO-LIFE FEDERATION Education Fund
717-541-0073
4800 Jonestown Rd., Suite 102, Harrisburg, PA 17109-1741 (Faxed forms must include
Phone: 717-541-0034 • Website: www.paprolife.org
credit card payment)

Banquet sponsors will be sent a form for listing their
invited guests to enable us to register them for the banquet.
Additional reservation & sponsorship forms are available upon
request from our state office in Harrisburg or online at our
Website at www.paprolife.org. Thank You!

A copy of the official registration and financial information of the Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federation Education Fund, a 501(c)(3) organization,
may be obtained by calling the Pennsylvania Department of State at 1-800-732-0999.

Please join us to Celebrate Life, learn more about the work of the Federation and support this vital cause.
Complete the registration form above or register online at www.paprolife.org

Hope to see you there!
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HOPE
Online

BY MICAIAH BILGER,
EDUCATION DIRECTOR
bilger@paprolife.org

Editor’s note: Some
of the names have
been changed to
protect the identities of those
involved.

Then donations came flooding
in. Some people held baby showers
and diaper drives, and others sent
gift cards and money to help with
rent.
“I don’t think
she will ever
need to buy diapers,” Joy said.
Hope felt
overwhelmed by
the support. She
received so many
things that she
and Joy even
gave some away
to other pregnant
women in need.
Hope delivered her baby
boy not long
before
Christmas 2012.
The love between
mother and baby
is hard to miss.
“I couldn’t
imagine giving
him away,” Hope
said. “I didn’t
know at first
what would happen, but I knew I
couldn’t go through life not knowing
what (my son) would have been
like.”
Hope now shares her experiences with women who are struggling with an unplanned pregnancy or hurting after an abortion, and
helps them find support. She even
spoke at a central Pennsylvania 40
Days for Life rally and brought her
son with her.
When it comes to helping pregnant women choose life, Joy’s philosophy is that one person does not
have to do a lot if everyone does a
little. Through Facebook, Helping
Hands for Hope opened the avenue
for everyone to do something to
support life.
And it appears that Helping
Hands for Hope project is here to
stay, reaching out to women who
have needs beyond the scope of
pregnancy centers and social service systems.
If you or someone you know is
pregnant and needs help, visit our
website at www.paprolife.org or
call our office at 717-541-0034 for a
comprehensive list of pregnancy
resources throughout Pennsylvania.

PREGNANT TEEN CHOOSES LIFE
WITH HELP FROM FACEBOOK FRIENDS

T

he ominous
date stared her
in the face –
Friday the 13th at
Planned
Parenthood.
Hope knew she
couldn’t go through
with it. She couldn’t
have an abortion.
At just 18 years
old, Hope was trying to overcome
drug and alcohol
addictions and an
eating disorder,
living in an AA
sober house, and
walking to her job
every day — when
she found out she was pregnant.
Her friends had recommended
she have an abortion. Hope gave in
to the pressure and made an
appointment at a Planned
Parenthood.
“I was told a million and a half
times that you can’t do this, you
can’t support a child,” said the central Pennsylvania teen. “But no one
else can make a decision this enormous for you.”
Hope made up her mind and
cancelled her appointment, determined to do whatever she could to
care for her baby.
Hope started college classes and
continued to work a part-time job.
But the pressure to have an abortion

Hope holds her newborn son, who was born just before Christmas 2012.
He is the joy of her life.

came back with the stares as she
walked on campus and the daunting task of supporting a baby on her
own. She felt isolated, alone.
“When it’s not the ideal pregnancy, people look down on you,” Hope
remembered.
Things changed when an old
friend connected with her on
Facebook.
Joy Crimmins, a pro-life leader
in central Pennsylvania through
Rachel’s Vineyard, heard about
Hope’s situation. She had known
Hope for all of the young girl’s life,
but they hadn’t spoken in several
years.
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Much to Hope’s relief, Joy offered
to help find housing and support for
her and her baby.
But Joy’s help came in a unique
way. She started a special page on
Facebook called Helping Hands for
Hope to share Hope’s story and raise
support.
People from all across the country visited the Facebook page. Joy
posted new messages about Hope’s
life and her baby’s development,
leaving out key details that could be
used to identify or judge Hope. She
sent messages when Hope needed a
new apartment or maternity clothes
or prayers.
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Most Reverend
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Joseph P.
McFadden

HARRISBURG, PA 17109
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SUSAN ROGACS
President

OUTSPOKEN PARTNER
IN DEFENDING
THE RIGHT TO LIFE

RICH BENACCI
Vice President
ROBERT LACKEY, ESQ.
Secretary

FROM

CONCEPTION TO NATURAL DEATH

ROBERT BOEHNER, CPA
Treasurer

•
BORN: MAY 22, 1947
DIED: MAY 2, 2013

• BOARD MEMBERS •
Douglas Braendel
Tim Broderick
Jacob Dvorak
Helen Gohsler

GIFTS4LIFE!

In Memory of:

Given By:

Rose Arnold ................................................................James & Aleta Simpson,
PHL Lebanon County Chapter
Reed Burman........................................................................Rose Ann Gaetano
Carol Burrow ................................................................Max & Linda Milliron
Gerard Bossé ..........................................................................Jane H. Bultman
Gerard Bossé ..............................................................................Annette Bossé
Mrs. Marie Chipak ..................................................Mr. & Mrs. Eugene Turko
Deacon Charles Clark ..............................................Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Bostic
Charles Costanzo ....................................................................Roseann Jenkins
Una Cunningham ..................................................Mr. & Mrs. Daniel W. Kelly
My loving husband, George W. Dean ..........................................Dora J. Dean
Richard DeSantis ..................................................................Mary T. McDevitt
Thomas L. Duffey ............................................................John & Julie Meyers
Maria Antonia Fazzolari ............................................Mr. & Mrs. Mark Fenice
William Ferrara............................................................Joseph & Susan Rogacs
Regis Grace ..........................................................John & Rosemarie Chrobak
Sally Ann Maristeller Gillette ..................................................Tom DeSimone
Sally Ann Maristeller Gillette ............................................David L. Hotchkiss
Mary Louise Hickey..........................................................Al & Pat Martinoski
Bob Hobbs ....................................................................................Judith Hucik
William D. Hutchinson..........................................Mrs. Louise M. Hutchinson
Pauline Kearney ..................................................................Rose Ann Gaetano
Patricia Kearsh............................................................Lavinia Walsh & Family
Anna Kirsch ............................................................Ronald & Rachel Baldwin
William G. Knebel ............................................................Margaret M. Knebel
Alfred “Fred” Kraf..............................................................Roberta S. Bowden
Edward Lickley ..........................................................Richard & Gerry Cortes
Joan Martin Mackrell ..............................................Mr. & Mrs. Eugene Turko
Mr. & Mrs. R. Manski ................................................................Marie Mankos
Ma. Del Carmen Martinez..........................................Robert & Marie Mankos
Jane McAnulty ........................................................Ronald & Rachel Baldwin
Charles J. McConnell................................................................Ruth M. Tauber
Robert McDevitt, Sr. ............................................................Mary T. McDevitt
Bishop Joseph McFadden ............................................PA Pro-Life Federation
Joseph J. Mikush ........................................................Richard & Gerry Cortes
Irene Paczkowski ....................................................Mr. & Mrs. Eugene Turko

Shari Lewis
Cynthia P. Rearick
Gerald Sekerak
Dr. Denise T. Wilcox
• KEY STAFF •

Our Baby, Lisa Marie Pambianco..............Robert Pambianco & Phyllis Yaich
Brother Phil ........................................................................Linda M. Reynolds
My husband, Edward J. Pupa ........................................................Gloria Pupa
Joseph F. Roberts, Jr. ..........................................Thomas & Patricia Schilinski
Harry Seifert ................................................................Mrs. Marian Sneeringer
Sarah Shanefelter ............................................Dominic & Catherine Camarote
Tony Spagnol ..............................................................................Marie Mankos
William F. Sperry ................................................Mr. & Mrs. Francis J. Dinga
Betty Stanton ........................................................................Mary T. McDevitt
Dr. William W. Thompson ..................................................Christine D. Tutton
Kathryn A. Wasnetsky..............................................Mr. & Mrs. Eugene Turko
Mrs. Joyce Yeck ......................................................Mr. & Mrs. Eugene Turko
Edward P. Ziskowski ..........................................Mr. & Mrs. Vincent Andreloi

In Honor of:

Given By:

Dr. Thomas Angello’s Birthday................................Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Bostic
Annette Bossé..........................................................................Jane H. Bultman
My new great grandson, Jack Declan ......................................Helen C. Howe
Dr. Kenneth Garver ........................................Herm & Anita Anand & Family
William Garver, Jr. ..........................................Herm & Anita Anand & Family
Marie Honkele’s Birthday ..................................................Douglas H. Behling
In Celebration of Charles & Elizabeth Itle’s
June 20, 2012 Wedding ..........................................Daniel & Judith Monahan
In Celebration of Charles & Elizabeth Itle’s
June 20, 2012 Wedding ..........................................................Michelle E. Ng
Merry Christmas to Ron & Jean Lutz ......................William & Brenda Colby
The passing of five year old Kevin Francis Miller ....................Jolyn Delbalso
Annabelle Maurer, for Mother’s Day........................Mr. & Mrs. David Koltas
Our 60th Wedding Anniversary ..................................Herman & Anita Nealen
Newtown, CT ......................................................................Lenora G. Georges
Very Rev. Jeffery J. Noble’s 27th Anniversary
of his Ordination ..........................................................Pauline G. Mudrinich
Rev. Charles L. Persing’s 25th Anniversary ..............Mr. & Mrs. Mark Fenice
Meghan Reynolds ..............................................................Linda M. Reynolds
Colleen Sanderson’s 65th Birthday............................Mr. & Mrs. Mark Fenice
Richard & Therese Van Keuren ....................................................Their Family

MICHAEL V. CICCOCIOPPO
Executive Director
MARIA GALLAGHER
Legislative / PAC Director
MICAIAH BILGER
Education Director / Editor

QUARTERLY NEWSPAPER
Circulation: 24,000
ISSN 1082-8982

The Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federation
is a grassroots right-to-life organization with members statewide. As the
state affiliate of National Right to Life,
PPLF is committed to promoting the
dignity and value of human life from
conception to natural death and to
restoring legal protection for the
preborn. Through legislation, political
action, education and other legal
means, we proclaim the truth about
abortion, infanticide, and euthanasia.
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Beaver Falls
4800 Jonestown Rd. Ste. 102
Harrisburg, PA 17109-1741
www.paprolife.org

Town Halls Blanket State
with Pro-Life Truth Tour

By Michael Ciccocioppo,
Executive Director
ciccocioppo@paprolife.org

the
hottest
pro-life
topics in
pring is our signal to pack
lanour bags and hit the road for
guage
Wellsboro
the Pennsylvania Pro-Life
everyFederation Town Hall Tour. We
one can
average two events and 200 miles
understand.
a day. Our purpose is
This year, EducaPalmyra tion Director Micaiah
to energetically educate people about the
Bilger and I
latest information on
started the
tour in
Pottsville
and continued on to
East StroudsEast Stroudsburg
burg, Carbondale, Towanda,
Wellsboro, St. Marys, Oil City,
Beaver Falls, Washington, Bedford,
Towanda

S

Pregnant?

Worried? Need Help?

Call toll free for free, confidential assistance from compassionate
counselors who understand what you're going through and can help
you find the best alternative for you and your family.

Pennsylvania's Real Alternatives hotline:

1-888-LIFE-AID

NATIONWIDE PREGNANCY HELP HOTLINES:

CARENET: 1-800-395-HELP
Bethany Christian Services:
1-800-BETHANY
Birthright: 1-800-550-4900

For the help center nearest you, you may also see your local Yellow Pages under "Abortion Alternatives"
or call the Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federation at 717-541-0034.

NON-PROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
Lanc., PA 17604
PERMIT 280

MAP: Three dozen cities and towns have hosted Pro-Life Town Hall meetings over the
past three years reaching nearly 2,000 citizens in their own communities.

Palmyra and
Hershey. We
challenged
those attending to get
Cranberry
involved.
I always
say that the good Lord doesn’t call
everyone to do everything for prolife — but he does call everyone to
do something for pro-life.
Topics this year included the
abortion industry and the Gosnell
murder case; the abortion, medical rationing and euthanasia implications of the
president’s health care law;
the U.S. Supreme Court
and Roe v. Wade; Planned
Parenthood’s abortion
operations;
embryonic
stem cell
research;
communicating the prolife message
s
ry
through the
a
M
t.
S
news media
and social media; and
the importance of grassroots activism in our
county chapters.
If you would like to
host us for a Pro-Life
Town Hall in your
community, contact me.

LifeLines is a newspaper published
by the Pennsylvania
Pro-Life Federation.
To order additional copies,
call (717) 541-0034 or e-mail
lifelines@paprolife.org.

SIGN UP FOR OUR FREE E-MAIL
NEWSLETTER TODAY!
To receive the FREE e-mail newsletter
PROLIFE ONLINE NEWS,
including periodical news, action alerts and
pro-life commentary, send a "subscribe"
message to lifelines@paprolife.org.
Visit the Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federation's
home page at www.paprolife.org.

12 | LIFELIN E S S U M M E R 2 0 1 3 • P E N N S Y LVA N I A P R O -LIFE FEDERATION
Pro-life publications are welcome to reprint original articles from LifeLines. A credit line identifying "LifeLines, newspaper of the PA Pro-Life Federation" as the source of reprinted articles is requested.

Do you want to know more about the Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federation? Please visit the “ABOUT US” page on our website, www.paprolife.org .
You will see our mission clearly explained. This page includes our positions on the life issues, our nonviolence policy and our political activity guidelines.

