NEWS BRIEFS

New Oratory Contest Allows
Students to Submit Videos

REPORT CONFIRMS
Abortion Funding in Obamacare
The U.S. Government Accountability Office recently confirmed that
the Affordable Care Act, or Obamacare, is using our tax dollars to
fund abortions,
despite promises to the
contrary.
The
report
found
thousands
of health
insurance
plans
through

Obamacare are not itemizing the
required separate abortion surcharge. In five states, residents do
not even have a choice about abortion coverage in their insurance –
every taxpayer subsidized health
insurance plan pays for abortion.
Fortunately, in Pennsylvania,
abortions are not part of the health
insurance exchange plans, so tax
dollars are protected from abortions in our state.

Babies Learn Nursery
Rhymes in the Womb

An amazing new study is expanding scientists’ understanding
about when babies begin to
learn. Researchers at the
University of Florida
found that preborn
babies as young as
28 weeks can learn to
recognize nursery
rhymes.
The study
asked women
to recite a specific nursery
rhyme to
their preborn
babies
between
•
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Thousands of Pro-Lifers Brave
Cold in D.C. to March for Life!
Plan to join us this year as we once
again show our support for Life!
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Say “Hello?!” to Life!
The Most Rev. Ronald Gainer, Bishop of
the Hbg. Roman Catholic Diocese, speaks
out at the 2014 Celebrate Life Banquet.

O F

28 weeks and 34 weeks gestation.
Then researchers monitored the
babies’ heart
rates while
they listened
to strangers
read the
familiar
nursery rhyme and an unfamiliar
nursery rhyme. The babies reacted
differently to the two nursery
rhymes, indicating familiarity with
the one their mothers recited to
them.
The study was published in the
Infant Behavior and Development
journal.

Notorious Abortionist Loses
Final Medical License

The New Jersey Board of Medical
Examiners revoked Steven
Brigham’s final medical license in
October after considering the abortionist’s horrific treatment of
women and babies.
Brigham performed illegal lateterm abortions, put his patients’
safety in jeopardy by transporting
them mid-abortion across state
lines, and botched abortions that
seriously endangered at least one
woman’s life.
Brigham once ran several abortion centers in Pennsylvania, but he
lost his license to practice here. He
also is not allowed to be associated
with any abortion centers in the
state.
c O N T E N T S
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A new format for the Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federation’s 2015
Oratory Contest will allow even
more students to use their voices to
defend the defenseless.
The Federation will begin
accepting video submissions of
pro-life speeches from students in
2015. Students must write and
deliver a pro-life speech on one of
the following topics: abortion,
infanticide, embryonic stem cell
research, or euthanasia.
The Oratory Contest also has a
new novice division for 9th and
10th grade students, as well as the
contest for 11th and 12th grade
students. The deadline is April 15,
2015.
The Federation’s 2015 Pro-Life
Essay Contest remains the same.
To enter this contest, students in
7th to 12th grades must write a prolife essay about abortion, infanticide, embryonic stem cell research,
or euthanasia. The deadline is
March 2, 2015.
Cash and other prizes will be
awarded to the top winners in both
contests. For more details, contact
the Federation at 717-541-0034 or
lifelines@paprolife.org.

PRO - LIFE

Plan to Join Us for Our 2015
Town Hall Tour

This spring, staff from the Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federation will hit
the road again for our popular ProLife Town Hall Tours.
We plan to visit at least a dozen
towns across the state, bringing the
latest news about the threats to life
and our pro-life efforts to restore
protections for all life.
Check our website at www.papro
life.org for details soon. We hope to
see you there!
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Shining the Light of Hope on
Philadelphia

Pro-Lifers Gain Victories Amid Euthanasia Group Uses 29-yearLosses in PA Election
old to Push for Assisted Suicide

Pro-Lifers expand outreach in Philadelphia after horrific Gosnell case.

2014 Election recap and update on
the future of life issues in our state.
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We all mourn for Brittany Maynard as
we resolve to defeat Assisted Suicide.

Thousands of Pro-Lifers
Brave Cold in D.C. to

March for Life
Please consider participating in
the March on January 22 and
inviting friends to join you. As a
marcher, you can serve as witness
to the silent tragedy of abortion,
and call on our nation to restore
the right to life for preborn babies.
A rally will kick off the March for
Life at noon on the National Mall
with music, speakers, prayer, and
more. The March itself will begin at
1 p.m. At 3 p.m. near the U.S.

By Micaiah Bilger,
Education Director
lifelines@paprolife.org

B

undle up! Forecasters are
already predicting another
cold year at the March for
Life in Washington, D.C.
The threat of snow and a subzero wind chill in 2014 did not keep
hundreds of thousands of pro-lifers
from marching in the streets near
the Capitol – a testament to pro-lifers’ strong dedication and perseverance to the cause.
This year, the March for Life will
be held on Thursday, January 22,
marking the 42nd anniversary of

ABOVE: A group from the Wayne-Pike Pennsylvanians for
Human Life hold their banner for the 2014 March for Life.

the deadly Roe v. Wade ruling.
Sadly, the tragic results of this ruling are still unknown to many
Americans. The mainstream media
continue to publish half-truths
about the consequences of Roe.
The facts are that Roe v. Wade,
along with its companion piece,
Doe v. Bolton, opened the doors to
abortion on demand through all
nine months of pregnancy. IN THE
PAST 42 YEARS, MORE THAN 57
MILLION PREBORN AMERICANS
HAVE DIED AS A RESULT.

ABOVE: Education Director Micaiah Bilger, right, and
a friend join the 2014 March for Life.
LEFT: Pro-lifers of all ages gather around the U.S.
Supreme Court Building in Washington, D.C.
during the 2014 March for Life.

YES! I WANT TO HELP PREBORN CHILDREN AND THEIR MOTHERS!
THIS GIFT IS FOR: ❏ PA Pro-Life Federation, Inc. (Not tax deductible)
❏ PA Pro-Life Federation Educational Fund (Tax deductible)
Payment by: ❏ Check ❏ Mastercard ❏ VISA ❏ Discover
ACCOUNT #: ______________________________________________________________
EXP. DATE ________________________3-DIGIT SECURITY CODE____________________
SIGNATURE ________________________________________________________________
NAME:____________________________________________________________________

❏ THIS IS MY “GIFT FOR LIFE.” The enclosed gift is:
IN MEMORY OF: ________________________________________________
IN HONOR OF: __________________________________________________
GIFT PRESENTED BY: ____________________________________________

Send letter of acknowledgment to:
NAME: ______________________________________________________
ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________
CITY/STATE/ZIP: __________________________________________

will give online by visiting www.paprolife.org and clicking on the
ADDRESS: ________________________________________________________________ ❏ Ired
“Donate” and completing the form with my credit card info. I
will enter “LifeLines” in the field that says “Optional
CITY/STATE/ZIP: ____________________________________________________________
Instructions/Questions.”
PHONE: __________________________________________________________________ ❏ I want to join the Life Support Team by pledging $ _________ per
❏ month ❏ quarter
EMAIL: __________________________________________________________________ ❏ Please send me the “A Legacy of Life” brochure on charitable
bequests for the Federation

Please clip this Lifelines coupon and send it with your donation to:

PA PRO-LIFE FEDERATION, INC. • 4800 Jonestown Rd. Suite 102 • Harrisburg, PA 17109-1741
Gifts to the general fund are not tax deductible. However, you may make tax-deductible contributions to the PA Pro-Life Federation Educational
Fund. Official registration and financial information may be obtained from the Pennsylvania Department of State by calling toll free, within PA,
1-800-732-0999. Registration does not imply endorsement.

(Clip and mail with your gift.)

ENCLOSED IS MY GIFT OF:
❏ $15 ❏ $25 ❏ $50 ❏ $100 ❏ $500 ❏ Other $_______

Supreme Court Building, men
and women with the Silent No
More Awareness Campaign
will share their testimonies
about post-abortion healing.
You also are encouraged to
visit your legislators during
their visit to Washington. Many
pro-life legislators have office
hours on January 22 in conjunction with the March.
Hundreds of buses from all
across Pennsylvania will travel
to the March on January 22.
For more details about the
March or to find a bus near
you, contact the Pennsylvania
Pro-Life Federation at 717541-0034 or visit our website
at www.paprolife.org.
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By The Most Rev.
Ronald Gainer

D

Say

Michael has disappeared. Edith is
alone in her pregnancy. She knows
well that a pregnancy
outside of marriage
would be a scandal;
she would become an
outcast socially, practically
and personally.
Contrary to what we have come to
expect from the dominant entertainment sources, the script has Edith state
clearly that she “does not want to kill her
wanted child.” The drama escalates, however, as she weighs the consequences of
giving birth. The fear of scandal, the
shame and embarrassment drive her to
her Aunt Rosamund in London.
Rosamund recognizes that abortion is
wrong; nevertheless, she knows of someone who helps women rid themselves of
their “problem.” So, she accompanies her
niece to his flat. When Edith hears the
cries of an aborting mother from the next
room, she walks out. Rosamund, with a
certain peace and relief, explains to the
nurse, “It seems that some mistake has
been made.”
The episode is set in the 1920s, so the
pro-life, pro-abortion conflict had not yet
crystallized. Edith knows that abortion

“Hello?!”
to
Life!

id you read the
recent newspaper article about a
prison inmate who escaped
on the 89th day of a 90-day
sentence? He was quickly apprehended and then had to serve an additional 18-month sentence. HELLO?!
Or maybe you
EDITOR’S NOTE:
caught the story
THE FOLLOWING
about the robber
SPEECH WAS GIVEN BY
who attempted to
THE MOST REV.
hold up a convenRONALD GAINER,
ience store. While
BISHOP OF THE ROMAN
the robbery was
CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF
in progress, the
HARRISBURG, DURING
store clerk asked
OUR 2014 CELEBRATE
the robber if she
LIFE BANQUET IN
could make a
CAMP HILL. HIS
phone call. The
REMARKS HAVE BEEN
robber was
CONDENSED DUE TO
stunned when, in
SPACE LIMITATIONS.
short order, the
TO WATCH OR READ
police
HIS FULL SPEECH,
appeared. Only
VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT
then did he realWWW.PAPROLIFE.ORG
ize that the clerk
AND CLICK ON THE
had called 911.
STATE EVENTS PAGE.
HELLO?!

“HELLO?!”
has become a kind
of mantra – a word we
say to someone who just
doesn’t seem to get it. It is a
kind of shorthand by which we
challenge someone to wake up. That one
word lets people know that somehow
they have missed the point.
I would compare the Pro-Life Movement to a HELLO?! Movement. Through
the witness of our words and deeds, we
are calling out to a culture that has drifted
from the truth, a society that has missed
the point, to judges and to lawmakers and
those in executive offices of our government who have got human life issues
totally wrong.

Recently
there was a “HELLO?!”
episode in the wildly popular TV drama
“Downton Abbey.” The story chronicles
the lives of the Crawley Family, members
of the British aristocracy, and the equally
interesting lives of their downstairs serving staff.
Lady Edith, the Crawleys’ middle
daughter, discovers the love of her life,
Michael Gregson. Lady Edith also finds
herself pregnant with Michael’s child, and

600 pro-lifers from all across the
state gathered in Camp Hill for the
2014 Celebrate Life Banquet.

Bishop Ronald Gainer calls pro-lifers the “Hello?!” movement.
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Delores Euker, center, the 2014 PA Pro-Life Lifetime
Achievement Award winner, joins Board President
Susan Rogacs, left, and staff member Debbie Heisey.

kills a child, and she wants her
child. There was no easy dismissal of the
child as a mass of tissue. There was no
assertion that this was a matter pertaining
exclusively to Edith’s body. Those legalized lies were still 50 years away.
Interestingly, the English statute that
made abortion illegal in the 1920s dated
back to 1861 and was known as “The
Offenses against the Human Person
Act.” British legislators had no problem
recognizing that the unborn were persons. The Act stood on the books until it
was repealed in 1967 – six years before
Roe v. Wade.
Edith’s situation is the classic story of a
crisis pregnancy with all the pressures
that are often
allowed to trump
the life of an
unborn child.
Once Edith chose
to save the life of
her child, her
aunt Rosamund
devised alternatives to save the
life of the baby
and spare Edith
from moral,
emotional and
possibly physical disaster.
You do the work of Rosamund when
you assist the Ediths of today from
destroying life: their baby’s and their own.
Pro-lifers have a significant influence on
American culture and political life.
Still, it seems natural to ask why so
many otherwise good people do not see
the connection between the advent of
Roe vs. Wade and today’s deplorable
moral desert. Let me present three problems that keep many citizens from
embracing the truth:
First, an increasing inability to use
right reason.
America has become a culture driven
by marketing, and marketing works in
exactly the opposite way as reasoning.
Reasoning requires time, testing and
comparison of competing

arguments. Marketing appeals to our
desires and emotions; it depends upon
the suppression of critical thought. That is
why a food company will show you a
young affluent, athletic couple eating
cereal for breakfast rather than flashing a
series of nutritional facts on our TV
screens.
It is the same reason why the pro-abortion media shows us the highly magnified
photos of those strange looking cells at
fertilization. Implicitly, they want us to
think: “This can’t be human. It does not
look like anything familiar.” Left alone
and with proper nurturing, the embryo
will progress to
look decidedly
human, but anyone who begins
thinking that
way no longer
suffers from an
inability to reason rightly. You
become wary of
the pro-abortion
marketing. You
become pro-life.
The loss of
right reasoning
extends to the
most fundamental question of all: When
does human life begin? Moral, legal and
political issues turn on this crucial question. Since 1973, the compelling images
from sonograms and the uniform discoveries in embryology regarding DNAdriven fetal development have served to
convince honest, thinking people of the
truth that life begins at the moment of
conception and therefore deserves legal
protection.
Supreme Court Justice Harry Blackmun, who wrote the majority opinion in
Roe, states, “If the suggestion of personhood is established, the appellant’s case,
of course, collapses, for the fetus’ right to
life would then be granted by the amendment.” In other words, if the pre-born
child is a human person, he or she enjoys
equal protection under the law.
In the past 41 years, the scientific evidence regarding the unborn has led to
some very positive pro-life legislation. At
last count, 38 states have wrongful death
laws protecting the unborn, with abortion
specifically excluded. HELLO?!

Such contradictory conclusions to me
are some of the clearest indications that
we as a society are losing our ability to use
right reason.
We must continue at every turn to
employ right reasoning to our best ability.
Second, our inability to remember.
Often outsiders observe that our American culture has an addiction to what’s
new. We enjoy the past primarily as nostalgia, but we really don’t like history
because the past is over and it imposes
certain restrictions on the present.
Americans learn too few of the lessons
that the past has to teach us. For instance,
most of us know about Hitler’s campaign
against the Jews in Germany. But how
many of us understand that the ethical
framework for the Holocaust was already
in place in the German medical establishment before the Nazis came to power?
Before targeting Jewish people, the medical establishment was euthanizing the
insane, mentally handicapped or terminally ill. And they did so using the utilitarian arguments articulated today by the
advocates of euthanasia.
Third, our increasing inability to
understand freedom.

viduals that do make a difference, men
and women who refuse to cooperate with
evil and insist on doing good.
I would like to offer a short quote
from the much beloved Pope Francis.
His words come from “The Joy of the
Gospel”: “One of the more serious
temptations which stifles boldness and
zeal is a defeatism which turns us into
querulous and disillusioned pessimists
– sourpusses. While painfully aware of
our frailties, we have to march on without giving in, keeping in mind what the
Lord said to Saint Paul, ‘My grace is sufficient for you; for My power is made perfect in weakness’ (2 Corinthians 12:9).”
Our cause will not permit us to be
defeatists or sourpusses. There is joy in
the very cause we promote. We will
march on in joy – from knowing the
truth and for sacrificing whatever is necessary so that the truth may prevail and
human life at every stage and in every
condition may be guaranteed the protection its sacredness requires.

2014 Banquet
Sponsors
The Pennsylvania Pro-Life
Federation would like to thank
the major sponsors of our
2014 Celebrate Life Banquet:

PLATINUM
Sen. Edward and Rose Marie Helfrick
Joseph and Susan Rogacs
Alexander R. and Delorose A. Szeles

State Rep. Jerry Stern, R-Blair, far right, is the 2014
PA Pro-Life Leadership Award winner. Joining him
are, from left, state Rep. Bryan Barbin, Legislative
Director Maria Gallagher, Board President Susan Rogacs,
and Executive Director Michael Ciccocioppo.
For too many Americans, freedom simply means an endless list of choices. But
choice for its own sake is not authentic
freedom. In place of authentic freedom,
we get the untenable situation of believing what is right for me may not be right
for you; what is true for you is not necessarily true for me. Daily we are bombarded by a misuse of the language of our
dreams and our ideals in order to sell the
idea that our choices make us free. Americans have a problem realizing that
authentic freedom lies in the ability to
recognize what is true and the courage to
do what is right.
These three problems act as a kind of
background noise in our lives and culture.
It is for that reason that we need one
another. The opponents of life would
have us believe that individuals cannot
make a difference. But it is exactly indi-

GOLD
Pennsylvanians for Human Life
South West Region
Cornerstone Television Network
SILVER
Bath Fitter of Lewisberry
Michael and Peggy Ciccocioppo
Citizens Concerned for Human Life
Centre County
John and Maria DiSanto
Carmen and Tonia Finestra
Dr. Elizabeth Frauenhoffer
Michael and Lou Ann Kilmer
LoveFacts.org
MDS Communications Corp.
Real Alternatives
Rocco A. Ortenzio
Right to Life of South East PA
St. Leo the Great Church, Lancaster
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Shining the Light of Hope on Philadelphia

A

B

PHOTO CAPTIONS:
A) Philadelphia City skyline
B) Pro-lifers march through Philadelphia during the “Say So” March.

C

C) Archbishop Charles J. Chaput
celebrates Mass after the Walk for Life
D) Our Southeast Regional Coordinator
Carla Ezell with Executive Director Michael
Ciccocioppo at the “Say So” March
E) Pro-lifers at the Cathedral Basilica of
Saints Peter and Paul after the Walk for Life

Shining the
Light of Hope

Pro-lifers Expand
Outreach in
Philadelphia after
Horrific Gosnell Case
By Michael Ciccocioppo
Executive Director
ciccocioppo@paprolife.org

BELOW: Pro-lifers outside of Kermit
Gosnell’s closed abortion center during
the “Say So” March – as shown on
the Winter 2014 Issue of Lifelines

P

ennsylvania became
the epicenter of
abortion in America
in January 2011 when a
grand jury
issued a
report that
graphically
described
unthinkable
crimes committed by
an abortionist in
West
Philadelphia.
That
abortionist, Kermit
Gosnell,
is behind
bars
today,
serving
three
consecutive life sentences for the
deaths of three newborn
babies, a woman, and

D

numerous other crimes.
The Gosnell case woke
up America to the horrors
of abortion, and, as a
result, the City of Brotherly
Love is seeing unprecedented levels of pro-life
activism. The defense of
the right to life, put forth at
Independence Hall on July
4, 1776, in the Declaration
of Independence, is now
resounding in
the city where
our nation
was conceived and
given birth.
Pennsylvania Pro-Life
Federation staff and volunteers are actively involved
in the city, working to end
the 16,000-plus abortions
that happen there every
year. We are providing education and resources in the
city and working to open
people’s eyes to the
tragedy of abortion.

Pennsylvania
Pro-Life Federation
in Philadelphia

A

renaissance for life is
springing up in
Philadelphia in the wake
of the dark ages of Kermit
Gosnell. It gives hope to
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our state that the right to
life will prevail, no matter
how far our society may
appear to fall.
Our new Southeast
Regional Coordinator
Carla Ezell is a passionate
advocate for life who is
reaching out especially
among African Americans.
Ezell is opening new
doors in the Philadelphia
area, educating churches,
women’s
groups and
student
groups about the devastating effects of abortion on
our nation. She also oversees educational tables at
community events and
provides churches, schools
and community centers
with materials about abortion and its life-affirming
alternatives.

Pennsylvanians for
Human Life Education
Services, an affiliate of the
Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federation, also works in
southeastern Pennsylvania.
Since 1970, PHL Education
Services has provided information on the process of
human development
before and after birth to
tens of thousands of school
children and adults.
Our staff and volunteers
also participated in two
events this fall that gathered people to stand and
decry the continued
killing of innocent preborn babies in the city, the
state, the nation and the
world.
J

E

F

G

PHOTO CAPTIONS:
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H

“Say So”
March for Life

T

he Rev. Dr. Herbert H.
Lusk II, former
Philadelphia Eagle turned
pastor of the Greater Exodus Baptist Church on
Broad Street, hosted the
“Say So” March for Life on
October 12 to highlight the
Black Genocide taking
place in abortion facilities
in the city and the nation.
During the church service
that preceded the March,
Pastor Clenard Childress,
Jr., director of the Life Education And Resource Network (L.E.A.R.N.) Northeast,
decried a nation that aborts
K

52 percent of African American preborn babies.
Following the service,
we began a 3.5 mile trek
through the center of
Philadelphia, witnessing to
the right to life of every
human being from the
moment of conception.
The young people shouted
the chant that gave the
March its name. One teen
with a voice that echoed off
of the buildings around us
shouted, “If you love the
children,” and everyone
shouted in reply, “SAY SO!”
Our March ended at
the infamous building at
3801 Lancaster Avenue.
It was the site where Gosnell performed thousands
of abortions and possibly
hundreds of infanticides,
and subjected too many
women to suffering,
humiliation and even
death.
L

There at the entrance to
Gosnell’s center, Pastor
Childress and Pastor
Johnny Winters, National
Director of L.E.A.R.N.,
cried out for the nation to
never forget what happened in the place that
the grand jury described
as a “house of horrors.”

Philadelphia
Walk for Life

A

rchbishop Charles J.
Chaput, OFM Cap, of
the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Philadelphia,
hosted the First Annual
Philadelphia Walk for Life
on September 28. The
walk was preceded by a
rally in LOVE Park near the
famous LOVE sculpture.
The theme for the event
was, “Because Every Life
Matters.” This theme carried through a line-up of
speakers and national
pro-life leaders including:
Steven Bozza of the Archdiocese, Father Frank
Pavone of Priests for Life,
Bobby Schindler of the
Terri Schiavo Life and
Hope Network, Jessica
Grono of Persons with
Disabilities, Giovanna
Romero of Latinos for

Life, Brendon O’Morchoe
of Students for Life and
David Bereit of 40 Days
for Life.
After the rally, we walked
to the Cathedral Basilica of
Saints Peter and Paul for a
holy hour and then a Mass
celebrated by Archbishop
Chaput. During his homily, the Archbishop thanked
everyone who gave up
their afternoon to witness
to the fact that every life
matters. He encouraged
everyone to continue to
work for a culture of life.

F) African American pro-lifers walk
through the streets of Philadelphia
during the “Say So” March
G) Steve Bozza, left, director of the
Archdiocese Respect Life Office, with
the African American Gospel Choir at the Walk
for Life
H) The Rev. Frank Pavone of Priests for Life
with chapter leader Kathy Cox, left, and
board member Denise Wilcox at the Walk for
Life
I) Bobby Schindler of the Terri Schiavo Life
and Hope Network during the Walk for Life
J) Rev. Clenard Childress outside of Kermit
Gosnell’s closed abortion center during the
“Say So” March
K) The Rev. Dr. Herb Lusk kicks off the
“Say So” March
L) From left, Rev. Sydney Flores and
Rev. Dr. Herb Lusk with Executive Director
Michael Ciccocioppo at the “Say So” March

Continuing
Outreach

P

hiladelphia is a
city that is aching for
the truth that every life
is precious and worthy
of protection — from
the moment of conception to natural death.
Please consider getting involved in our
outreach if you live in
Philadelphia or the
surrounding counties.
For details, contact
our Southeast Regional
Coordinator Carla Ezell
at: ezell@paprolife.org
or at 717-541-0034.
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ELECTION 2014 RECAP
P E N N S Y L V A N I A

Pro-Lifers Gain Victories
Amid Losses in
Pennsylvania Election

T

BY

MARIA GALL AGHER
Legislative/PAC Director
gallagher@paprolife.org

© Life Issues Institute

he untold story of Election
2014 in Pennsylvania is how
well pro-lifers fared in legislative
contests.
The Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federation PAC endorsed 12 candidates
for Congress, 69 candidates for the
Pennsylvania House of Representatives, and five candidates for the
Pennsylvania Senate. Every single
PAC-endorsed legislative candidate
won his or her race.
Noteworthy is the fact that the
pro-life endorsements crossed
party lines — a number of pro-life
Democrats won their contests.
Female pro-life candidates also
scored exceptionally well, shattering the myth that all women in
Pennsylvania politics stand on a
pro-abortion platform.
Of course, this welcome news for
preborn children and their mothers
will receive little airplay, since
Planned Parenthood, the nation’s
largest abortion operation, is playing up the fact that their Executive
Branch candidates — pro-abortion
Gubernatorial candidate Tom Wolf
and his flip-flopping running mate,
Lieutenant Governor candidate
Mike Stack — defeated pro-life
Governor Tom Corbett and Lieutenant Governor Jim Cawley.
Yet, nothing was as touching as
the Election Night moment when
Governor Corbett, in a graceful
concession speech, praised Chloe
Kondrich, a special needs child
who successfully won passage of a
law to ensure that parents of

unborn babies diagnosed with
Down Syndrome receive helpful
information and referrals. The legislation was especially significant,
since statistics indicate as many as
90 percent of unborn children diagnosed with Down Syndrome are
aborted.
Sadly and tragically, such legislation would have had scarce chance
of becoming law under the incoming Wolf/Stack regime.
History will show that, in just
four years, Governor Corbett made
tremendous progress in the fight
for life, answering the Kermit Gosnell tragedy with swift and decisive
action. Abortion facilities that went
uninspected for more than 15 years
finally are subject to regular health
inspections … abortion operations
must follow basic safety standards
… and no taxpayer dollars will be
used for abortion under the health
insurance exchange created in
Pennsylvania through Obamacare.
It will be up to the pro-life General Assembly to keep Wolf’s rabid
abortion policies in check, so that
protections for unborn children
and their mothers will not disappear in the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania.
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We Need Your Help to Safeguard PA’s Life-Saving Laws!
By Maria Gallagher,
Legislative/PAC Director
gallagher@paprolife.org

P

ro-abortion activists appear to
be traveling back in time, trying
to re-fight battles that seemed to be
settled in the 1970s and ‘80s.
Bans on taxpayer funding of
abortion. Women’s right-to-know
laws. 24-hour waiting periods for
abortion. These are all common
sense protections that Pennsylvania pro-lifers worked hard for back
in the day — and now pro-abortion forces are attempting to take
them away, decades after they
were adopted.
If there were any doubt about
these time warp tendencies, they
were dispelled in early October,
when the pro-abortion lobbying
group NARAL publicized a petition
to throw out our time-tested, lifeaffirming laws.
Pro-abortion radicals want to
repeal our landmark law, which
moved through the legislature as
House Bill 818, which ensures that
no taxpayer funding of abortion
occurs in the health insurance

exchanges created in Pennsylvania
by Obamacare.
They’ve also been pushing a plan
which would wipe out the
informed consent provisions of our
milestone Pennsylvania Abortion
Control Act — meaning that
women considering abortion might
no longer be told the risks of the
practice. They want to keep
women in the dark about abortion’s
dangers, which can be both physical and psychological in nature.
And they want to turn the clock
back on the tremendous strides
we’ve made in the Keystone State to
make sure that women receive vital
information before an abortion is
performed.
At the federal level, pro-abortion
forces are doing all they can to
stymie efforts to enact a No Taxpayer Funding for Abortion Act, which
would safeguard taxpayer funds
from being used to pay for abortion. That policy is supported by
more than 70 percent of Americans, according to national public
opinion polls.
And the deceptively named
Women’s Health Protection Act in
Congress could eliminate longstanding protections such as 24
hour waiting periods for abortion.
These dangerous lobbying campaigns by pro-abortion zealots
show that their heads are buried in
the past. They want to return to
the dark days when risks of abortion, the development of the
unborn child, and alternatives to
abortion were conveniently concealed — conveniently for the
abortion industry, which saw its
profits decline and facilities close
down when demand for abortion
decreased.
Pennsylvania’s abortion totals
have been steadily declining. But
the decrease will only continue if
pro-lifers remain vigilant, calling
and emailing their lawmakers in
Congress and the state Capitol to
make sure our successful laws —
and the women and children they
have helped — are protected.

Euthanasia Group Uses 29-Year-Old
to Push for Assisted Suicide

O

n November 1, 29-year-old
Brittany Maynard planned
to commit suicide in her
Oregon home.
She asked her husband, mother
and best friend to join her at her
bedside. They agreed.
The media didn’t mourn her
decision as a tragic suicide.
Many news outlets didn’t call it a
suicide at all.
Some people even celebrated the
young woman’s decision to take
her own life.
The reason? Brittany Maynard
planned to die using Oregon’s
assisted suicide law. Tragically,
Maynard was diagnosed with terminal brain cancer and given
about six months to live. Even
more tragically, Maynard chose to
end her life prematurely through
physician-prescribed suicide.
The pro-euthanasia group Compassion and Choices, formerly the
Hemlock Society, sickeningly took
advantage of Maynard’s desperate
plan to commit suicide and
turned it into a public relations
stunt to push more people to kill
themselves.
The group wants to legalize
assisted suicide nationwide, a
plan that would put pressure on
the vulnerable elderly, infirmed
and disabled to end their lives
prematurely. Physician-prescribed
suicide is legal in five states, and
euthanasia advocates currently are

working in several others, including Pennsylvania, to legalize it.
The advocates of these dangerous bills shy away from the term
“suicide.” They
prefer the
deceptive term
“death with
dignity”; but
suicide, the act
of taking one’s
own life voluntarily and
intentionally, is
Brittany Maynard, as she exactly what
appeared in a recent issue they are pushing.
of People magazine
Advocates
claim assisted
suicide laws help people who are
in pain and dying, but the facts
show otherwise. When Dr. Linda
Ganzini, professor of psychiatry at
Oregon Health and Science Uni-

versity, surveyed families of Oregon patients requesting assisted
suicide, she found that people
feared the possibility of unbearable pain, but they weren’t experiencing it.
Since Oregon passed its assisted
suicide law in 1994, no cases of
assisted suicide for unbearable
pain have been documented,
according to Oregon Right to Life.
“National studies show that
among patients requesting assisted
suicide, depression is the only factor that significantly predicts the
request for death,” according to
Oregon Right to Life.
Despite that fact, only two out
of 77 assisted suicide victims in
2012 received psychiatric counseling, according to Oregon Right
to Life.

What Is Physician-Assisted Suicide?
It is important to distinguish between physicianassisted suicide and refusing medical treatment.
Physician-assisted suicide involves a physician
prescribing lethal drugs for a patient with the
knowledge that the patient intends to use the drugs to commit suicide.
Refusing medical treatment is turning down treatment expected to prolong life. The intent of refusing medical treatment is not to end life, but
to allow nature to take its course. With physician-assisted suicide, the
intent is the kill the patient.
(From “Oregon’s Assisted Suicide Experience,” Oregon Right to Life)

BY

MICAIAH BILGER
Education Director
bilger@paprolife.org

The National Right to Life Committee points out that assisted suicide laws don’t have the safeguards that euthanasia advocates
claim they do, and coercion often
goes undetected. The American
Medical Association, the American College of Physicians and
many disability rights groups also
oppose physician-prescribed suicide because of potential coercion
and abuse.
When Brittany Maynard
announced her planned suicide,
Lani Candelora of Rhode Island
Right to Life penned these
poignant words in response:
“Embroiling a deathly sick young
woman in a political fight is not
compassionate. True compassion
requires providing Ms. Maynard
with high-quality care and supportive pain management, and
shining light and love on every
remaining day that she has, rather
than assuming that her days are
not worth living and exploiting her
vulnerability for political gain.”
Let us never forget to cherish
the people around us and encourage them with the fact that their
lives are always worth living —
from conception to natural death.
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Pro-lifers Across
State Celebrate
Milestones
By Michael Ciccocioppo,
Executive Director
ciccocioppo@paprolife.org

A

s a testament to the perseverance of the pro-life movement in
the Commonwealth, the Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federation is completing its 35th year. It is a federation of
local chapters that cover more than 40
counties across the
Commonwealth. Some Scranton
chapters existed before
the Federation. I
would like to share a
little of what I learned
this year when I participated in the milestone
events of three of our
founding chapters.

Pennsylvanians
for Human Life
Scranton
Chapter

T

Scranton

he PHL Scranton
Chapter marked its
40th anniversary on
Scranton
November 14 with a
dinner in Peckville. On
hand to provide the
keynote address was
Ernie Ohlhoff, a prolife pioneer in northeast Pennsylvania who
currently serves as Outreach Director at the
Scranton
National Right to Life
Committee in Washington, DC.
Ohlhoff, who also
served as the first president of the Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federation,
spoke about how he
first became involved when members
of the Scranton Chapter went to
Stroudsburg to conduct a pro-life education meeting. He attended out of
curiosity. An engineer by profession, he
considered himself an introvert who
had never been involved in social
issues or government affairs. But
before the meeting was over, he volunteered to chair a steering committee
that launched the PHL Pocono Chapter.
Frank Germain and Anne Domin,
two of the founders of the Scranton
Chapter, said they attended a meeting
in 1973 and saw a slide presentation on
abortion created by Dr. John “Jack”
Willke and his wife, Barbara. After the

presentation, they said they looked at
each other and said, “What are we
going to do?”
They collaborated with
Lutheran Pastor Stephen
Yelovich and Catholic
Monsignor Peter Gilgallon to form the Scranton
Chapter. They obtained
Erie
the Willke slides and
started showing them
everywhere they could. One of the
places they spoke was Stroudsburg,
where Ohlhoff got his start in the prolife movement.
Denise Neary, who served as president of the Scranton Chapter from 1975
to 1982, explained how she was not
always pro-life. She
said that it was not
until after she and her
husband adopted a
baby that she saw the
slide presentation and
realized that the aborted babies looked just
like her little Christopher. She was instrumental in developing
the Scranton Chapter
as a force to be reckoned. Later, she
moved on to serve as
executive director of
the Pennsylvania ProLife Federation for
more than a decade.
Helen Gohsler has
led the Scranton Chapter as its president
since 1982. Her name
is synonymous with
“pro-life” throughout
Lackawanna County
and northeastern
Pennsylvania. She
acknowledged that all
that has been accomplished by the Chapter
was built on the shoulders of the founders
with the dedication
and perseverance of so
many volunteers over
the past four decades.
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Erie

Pennsylvanians for Human
Life Wyoming Valley Chapter

O

n October 13, the PHL Wyoming
Valley Chapter held its 30th annual
Respect Life Banquet in Wilkes-Barre.
Chapter President Betty Caffrey told
me that the group actually goes back 38
years. She said the Chapter opened the
Human Life Resource Center, a pregnancy resource center for expectant
moms in need,
27 years ago.
Over the decades,
the Wyoming Valley
Chapter has been
the focal point for
pro-life activities in
Wilkes-Barre
Luzerne County.
Whether they are
giving needed baby
items to new moms,
staffing pro-life education booths at the
annual Farmers
Market, placing prolife ads in local news Wilkes-Barre
papers or any number of other important activities, the
all-volunteer crew has made a difference for LIFE in the area.

People for Life of Erie

O

n January 18, 2014, People for Life
held its annual Pro-Life Breakfast
in Erie, 40 years after the first bus was
chartered to the first annual March for
Life in Washington, DC, in 1974. The
nearly 800-mile round-trip is probably
the longest of any of the bus rides from
Pennsylvania to the March.

Since
this chapter was
Erie
officially
incorporated in 1975, 2015 will mark its
40th anniversary. The volunteers have
had four decades of pro-life education
booths at many fairs and festivals in
northwestern Pennsylvania, annual
Erie Marches for Life, breakfasts, Mother’s Day Carnation
sales, and much
more.
People for Life
President Tim Broderick told me that
he believes their
work to keep the
pressure on the
abortion center
owned by Stephen
Brigham in Erie
from 2003 to 2007
was instrumental in
that facility finally
closing its doors.

Get Involved

If you want to
learn more about how to get involved
with these chapters or another chapter near you, visit our website at
www.paprolife.org. You can also call
or write to the Federation state headquarters at 717-541-0034 or PA ProLife Federation, 4800 Jonestown Road,
Ste 102, Harrisburg, PA 17109-1741.

4800 JONESTOWN RD.
SUITE 102
HARRISBURG, PA 17109
717.541.0034 PHONE
717.541.0073 FAX
lifelines@paprolife.org
www.paprolife.org
• OFFICERS •

In Memory of:

Given By:

Lisa Marie Gurley Adalian........................................Rose Ann Gaetano
Frank Altobelli..............................................................Ann Novajovsky
Fred Atwood ................................................Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Rogacs
Martin Autore ................................................................Mary Lou Karl
Alice Byrne ................................................................................Friends
Mary Crago ......................................................................Judith Hucik
Martin J. Corr ..........................................Mr. & Mrs. Charles W. Arnold
Martin J. Corr................................................Vincent & Elizabeth Barth
Martin J. Corr ..........................................................Maureen F. Boland
Martin J. Corr ......................................................Anne Boyle & Family
Martin J. Corr ....................................Terry & Dolores Burcaw & Family
Martin J. Corr..............................................................Allison J. Carrico
Martin J. Corr ..............................................................Karen S. Coates
Martin J. Corr ..................................................Samuel & Jane Coniglio
Martin J. Corr ..........................................................Leo & Marie Craig
Martin J. Corr ................................................Dr. & Mrs. Joseph J. Curci
Martin J. Corr ..................................................................Craig A. Dally
Martin J. Corr ..........................................Michael & Betty Dauenhauer
Martin J. Corr ..............................................................Patricia A. Dever
Martin J. Corr ....................................................Charles & Elaine Fettig
Martin J. Corr ..........................................................Sheila R. Flickinger
Martin J. Corr ......................................................................Lucille Frey
Martin J. Corr ....................................................Robert & Jane Goggin
Martin J. Corr ......................................................Thomas & Flora Gray
Martin J. Corr..............................................................Annmarie Kaiser
Martin J. Corr ............................Michelle A. Katulka, StenoSource, LLC
Martin J. Corr ..........................................Kaufman, Coren & Ress, P.C.
Martin J. Corr ............................................Nicholas & Mary Ann Kihm
Martin J. Corr........................................Representative Sandra J. Major
Martin J. Corr................................................Edward & Joan Monahan
Martin J. Corr ............................................................Eileen K. McCarry
Martin J. Corr ............Pennsylvania Chamber of Business and Industry
Martin J. Corr ..........................................Pennsylvania Medical Society
Martin J. Corr......................................................Kathleen M. Rothwell
Martin J. Corr......................................Representative Samuel H. Smith
Martin J. Corr ..........................................................Caroline R. Sultzer
Martin J. Corr ................................................Philip & Joanne Waldron
Martin J. Corr ..........................................................................Ray Wall
Martin J. Corr..........................................................Dr. Denise T. Wilcox

Pasquale Dangillo..........................................................Joann Dangillo
My Wife, Mary Ann D’Amato........................................Henry D’Amato
My Husband, George W. Dean..........................................Dora J. Dean
Theresa DeSantis ........................................................Mary T. McDevitt
My Father, John Donovan – A Great Pro-Lifer,
Loving Husband and Father ................................Timothy J. Donovan
John Hill ..................................................................Christine D. Tutton
Frank Koza ............................................................Al & Pat Martinoski
Helen Kramer ....................................................................Judith Hucik
Our Father, Harry Lynch ..............................................The Lynch Family
– Pat, Mike, Dan, Mary Anne and Kathleen
Zachary Malek ....................................................Francis & Mary Malek
Andrew & Sue Mehalko ....................................Dennis & Carol Mottin
Donna Menart ......................................................Al & Pat Martinoski
Sandy Mohall..........................................................Dr. Denise T. Wilcox
Earl & Genevieve Mottin....................................Dennis & Carol Mottin
Eleanor Shanoski Mulligan ......................................Rose Ann Gaetano
Robert O’Neill ................................................Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Bostic
Robert O’Neill......................................................John & Cindy Rearick
Doug Park ....................................................Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Rogacs
Helen E. Snyder ..........................................................Joseph P. Snyder
Helen E. Turko ................................................Mr. & Mrs. Eugene Turko

In Honor of:

Given By:

Happy Birthday Adam ..................................................Kathleen Birtell
Annette Bosse’ ................................................................Jane Bultman
Blanche Ciccocioppo ..........................................Stanley & Ann Railing
Delores Euker ....................................................PA Pro-Life Federation
Eleanor & Ed Beighe’s 60th Wedding Anniversary ......Ann Novajovsky
Grace, Olivia and Liam Lynch ............................Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Lynch
Our Grandson, J. Liam Gingrich’s
13th Birthday ........................................Mr. & Mrs. John M. Gingrich
Scout Rosalynn Eckley’s 1st Birthday ........Mr. & Mrs. John M. Gingrich
Sr. Anne Mika’s 59th Anniversary of
Religious Profession....................................Discalced Carmelite Nuns
Rev. Msgr. Charles S. Murcko................................Pauline G. Mudrinich
Adrien Sonnthiemer’s 80th Birthday ................Richard & Gerry Cortes
Representative Jerry Stern ..................................PA Pro-Life Federation
Ann Trentadue’s 80th Birthday..........................Richard & Gerry Cortes

Remember the Federation in Your Will!
REMEMBER OUR LIFE-SAVING WORK EVEN AFTER YOU ARE GONE.

Simply meet with your estate planning attorney to include a bequest in your will. You can
bequeath a specific amount of money, or you can bequeath a percentage of your residual estate.
You should list us as The Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federation Education Fund. This is the IRS Tax
Code 501(c)(3) arm of the Federation. The Federal Tax Identification Number is 25-6255722.

For more information contact Executive Director Michael Ciccocioppo at 717-541-0034
or email lifelines@paprolife.org .
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The Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federation
is a grassroots right-to-life organization with members statewide. As the
state affiliate of National Right to Life,
PPLF is committed to promoting the
dignity and value of human life from
conception to natural death and to
restoring legal protection for the
preborn. Through legislation, political
action, education and other legal
means, we proclaim the truth about
abortion, infanticide, and euthanasia.
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Harrisburg, PA 17109-1741
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Wayne-Pike Pennsylvanians for Human Life

Covering the State with the Pro-Life Message
People for Life of Erie

Pregnant?

Worried? Need Help?

Call toll free for free, confidential assistance from compassionate
counselors who understand what you're going through and can help
you find the best alternative for you and your family.

Pennsylvania's Real Alternatives hotline:

1-888-LIFE-AID

NATIONWIDE PREGNANCY HELP HOTLINES:

CARENET: 1-800-395-HELP
Bethany Christian Services:
1-800-BETHANY
Birthright: 1-800-550-4900

For the help center nearest you, you may also see your local Yellow Pages under "Abortion Alternatives"
or call the Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federation at 717-541-0034.
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F

rom billboards and banquets to
fairs and prayer vigils, the Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federation’s
more than 40 chapters across the
state have been actively spreading
the word
Pro-Life of Mercer County
about the
value of every
human life.
Many chapters spread the
message at
more than 40
fairs and festivals this sum-

mer, showing
Some chapters also held public Life
photos and
Chain prayer vigils to pray for an end
displaying
to abortion in our state and nation.
models of
Our
preborn
chapter
babies
volunteers
at variall across
ous
the state
stages of
are serving
developas impord
ne
er
nc
Co
s
ment.
tant
en
DuBois Citiz e
for Human Lif
Other
resources
chapters
to families in need
erected billand reminding our communities that
boards and
we must work to end the tragedy of
banners or
abortion.
ran ads on
Please consider getting involved
public transportation to remind
with a chapter near you. To volunteer,
passers-by of the resources available
visit our website at www.paprolife.org
to pregnant and parenting moms.
and click on the “Chapters” tab, or
email lifelines@
Bucks County Right to Life
paprolife.org.

LifeLines is a newspaper published
periodically by the Pennsylvania
Pro-Life Federation.
To order additional copies,
call (717) 541-0034 or e-mail
lifelines@paprolife.org.

SIGN UP FOR OUR FREE E-MAIL
NEWSLETTER TODAY!
To receive the FREE e-mail newsletter
PROLIFE ONLINE NEWS,
including periodical news, action alerts and
pro-life commentary, send a "subscribe"
message to lifelines@paprolife.org.
Visit the Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federation's
home page at www.paprolife.org.
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Pro-life publications are welcome to reprint original articles from LifeLines. A credit line identifying "LifeLines, newspaper of the PA Pro-Life Federation" as the source of reprinted articles is requested.

Do you want to know more about the Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federation? Please visit the “ABOUT US” page on our website, www.paprolife.org .
You will see our mission clearly explained. This page includes our positions on the life issues, our nonviolence policy and our political activity guidelines.

