NEWS BRIEFS

The Real Radicals
on Abortion

Where do the American people
stand on abortion?

% of Americans Who Want Abortions
Restricted to the first trimester

78%

Justice for David Daleiden

of General Public
(8 out of 10)

62%

of Pro-Choice
(6 out of 10)

The Center for Medical Progress, headed by David Daleiden and his
partner, Sandra Merritt, released video footage exposing Planned
Parenthood’s practice of selling aborted baby parts for profit in the summer
of 2015. Unfortunately, a tainted grand jury in January 2016 chose to file bogus charges against David and
Sandra, instead of prosecuting Planned Parenthood for its illegal activities.
Thankfully, justice prevailed when Texas District Judge Brock Thomas finally dismissed the last of the
bogus charges against Daleiden and Merritt. Daleiden has maintained from the beginning that he and the
Center for Medical Progress followed all applicable laws in the course of their investigative journalism and that
the indictments were politically motivated. The dismissal of the rest of the charges against him is a reminder to
pro-life advocates that justice will prevail in the end.

Several Key Offices Up for Vote
A number of important offices
will be on the statewide ballot for
the November 8th election in
Pennsylvania. In the Attorney
General’s race, Republican John
Rafferty, who has a 100 percent
pro-life voting record as a state
Senator, will face Democrat Josh
Shapiro, who has a pro-abortion
position. The GOP’s John Brown,
who has a pro-life stand, is challenging Democrat Eugene
DePasquale, who has a pro-abortion position, in the Auditor
General contest. And in the state
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Treasurer’s race, Republican Otto
Voit, who has a pro-life position,
will be facing off against
Democrat Joseph Torsella, who
has a pro-abortion stand.
Pennsylvania’s Congressional
seats, along with seats in the state
House and state Senate, will also
appear on the fall ballot.

Changing Hearts and
Minds...Online
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he answer can be found in a
recent Marist poll which found
almost eight out of ten (78%) and
even more than six out of ten
(62%) of those who consider
themselves “pro-choice” want
abortions restricted to the first
trimester. This tendency toward
respect for human life can also be
seen in support for the Hyde
Amendment, the life-affirming
provision that does not allow federal funds to pay for abortion.
Despite Democratic Presidential
candidate Hillary Clinton’s commitment to abolishing the Hyde
amendment, nearly two in three
Americans would prohibit the use
of tax dollars for abortion, including more than four in ten
Democrats (44%) and almost half
(45%) of those who identify as
“pro-choice.”

% of Americans Who Would Prohibit
Tax Dollars Being Used for Abortion

The Pennsylvania Pro-Life
Federation uses Facebook and
Twitter to share life-affirming stories, highlight national and state
pro-life news, and let pro-life
activists know what’s going on in
the pro-life movement.
If you have not already, please
“like” our Facebook page at
https://www.facebook.com/papro
life/ and “follow” us on Twitter at
@paprolifefed.
•

T

TA B L E

O F

2 out-of 3 |>4 out-of 10

Now we are introducing two
new ways to connect through
social media. You can now “follow” us on Pinterest at
https://www.pinterest.com/papro
life/ and on Instagram at
https://www.instagram.com/pa
prolifefed/.
When you see our content,
make sure to share/retweet/pin/
comment on them as appropriate.
See you on the web!

C O N T E N T S

PAGE

5

6/7

45%

of Pro-Choice

The poll numbers indicate a
growing trend toward a culture of
respecting life. They show that as
we continue to educate people on
the sanctity of life, and the horrors
of abortion, we will continue to
win the hearts and minds of the
American people.

•
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Will We See Roe v. Wade
Overturned in Our Lifetime?

Compare the VP and Senatorial
Candidates Stand on Life.

Supreme Court Strikes Down
Texas Abortion Law

Pennsylvania Pro-Life
Federation Tours the State.

It may all depend upon your vote this
upcoming general election!

See for yourself who supports and
who opposes life.

What does it mean for women and
babies?

Every summer, we hit the road to
spread the Pro-Life message.
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Democrats

of General Public
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Remembering Phyllis Schlafly
Pro-life icon and visionary leader
remembered for her unparalleled contributions to saving lives in America.
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WHERE DO THE PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES STAND ON

Donald Trump

Hillary Clinton

Where do they stand on late-term abortions, in which fully-developed,
living babies are killed in the womb?
Donald Trump supports a ban
on late-term abortions.

Hillary Clinton voted against
the Partial-Birth Abortion Ban Act.

What about taking your tax dollars to pay for abortion?
Donald Trump supports a ban on taxpayer
funding of abortion. He supports a ban on tax
funds for organizations that perform abortions.

Hillary Clinton opposes a ban on taxpayer
funding of organizations that perform abortions.

What about keeping unlimited abortion on demand throughout pregnancy legal?
Donald Trump believes that Roe v. Wade
should be reversed, allowing the people
through their elected state representatives to
once again pass laws to protect preborn children.

Hillary Clinton supports Roe v. Wade,
which allows abortion for any reason
at any time of pregnancy.

What about appointing Justices to the Supreme Court?
Donald Trump will appoint Justices to the
Supreme Court who will strictly interpret the
Constitution according to its text and history
and not use the bench to legislate.

Hillary Clinton will only appoint pro-abortion
Justices to the Supreme Court.

Note: Information obtained from documented public statements and voting records.

4800 Jonestown Rd., Suite 102, Harrisburg, PA 17109 • 717-541-0034 • www.paprolife.org

Please copy and widely distribute this flyer.
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WILL WE SEE ROE V. WADE

OVERTURNED
IN OUR LIFETIME?

It All Depends on this General Election!
By Michael Ciccocioppo
Executive Director
ciccocioppo@paprolife.org

Imagine with me for a moment:
Headlines from every media outlet
announcing:

Roe v. Wade Overturned:
States Free to Protect Children
from Abortion
These are the headlines we have
been waiting to read ever since
January 22, 1973 when the Supreme
Court of the United States
announced its decision to take away
the right of states to ban abortion.
Fifty states’ laws banning or severely
limiting abortions were declared unconstitutional based on a fictitious “right to
privacy” found nowhere in the Constitution. And when Roe v. Wade was paired
with another decision that same day, Doe
v. Bolton, abortion-on-demand was
essentially legalized for any reason during all nine months of pregnancy.
Those of us in the pro-life movement
who believe that Roe was wrongly decided are in good company.
Villanova law professor Joseph W. Dellapenna, author of Dispelling the Myths
of Abortion History, has written, “The
opinion [in Roe] is replete with irrelevancies, non-sequiturs, and unsubstantiated
assertions. The Court decides matters it
disavows any intention of deciding—
thereby avoiding any need to defend its
conclusion. In the process the opinion
simply fails to convince.”
According to Paul Stark writing for LifeNews.com, “Even many scholars sympathetic to the results of Roe have issued
harsh criticisms of its legal reasoning. In
the Yale Law Journal, eminent legal scholar John Hart Ely, a supporter of legal
abortion, complained that Roe is ‘bad
constitutional law, or rather … it is not
constitutional law and gives almost no
sense of an obligation to try to be.’”

Overturn of Roe Depends on the
2016 Presidential Election
The election of pro-life candidate Donald Trump will hasten the overturn of Roe
and save the lives of millions of innocent
preborn babies while sparing mothers of

the physical, psychological, social and
spiritual harm caused by abortion. Good
for babies. Good for women.
The election of pro-abortion candidate
Hilary Clinton will preserve Roe for generations to come and assure the continued horrific destruction of the lives of
millions of preborn babies and wreak
untold havoc on the physical, psychological, social and spiritual lives of their
mothers. Bad for babies. Bad for women.
This is the reality before the voters
because it is the president who has the
responsibility to appoint justices to the
Supreme Court for lifetime terms. And at
the top of the to do list of a “President
Trump” or a “President Clinton” will be
to appoint a justice to replace the prolife Justice Antonin Scalia who died in
February, 2016.
Mr. Trump told David Brody of CBN
that he believes that Roe was “wrongly
decided.” He has vowed to appoint strict
constructionist justices to the Supreme
Court--Justices in the mold of Scalia who
will rule on cases based on a strict interpretation of the Constitution as it was
written by the founders.
Strict constructionist justices will see
that there is nothing in the Constitution
guaranteeing a so-called right to abortion
or privacy. A majority of such justices will
one day overturn Roe.
Since many members of the Supreme
Court are likely to retire or die in office
during the term of the next president, a
“President Trump” would appoint as
many as four more justices. This would
flip the Court to a majority who would
overturn Roe once and for all!

Mr. Trump is the only pro-life candidate for president who will flip
the Supreme Court on abortion.
The Hill reported in February that during a recent forum, “a person in the
crowd asked (Mrs.) Clinton whether she
would impose a ‘litmus test’ upon potential Supreme Court justices other than on
the issue of being pro-abortion.”
Mrs. Clinton replied, “I do have a litmus test, I have a bunch of litmus tests.”
After naming a number of very liberal
requirements she would have for any of
her nominees to the Supreme Court, she
added, “…we’ve got to make sure to preserve Roe V. Wade, not let it be nibbled

4 | LIFE LIN ES FALL 2 016 • P EN N S Y LVA N IA P R O-L IF E F EDE RAT ION

away or repealed.”
Mrs. Clinton is the pro-abortion candidate for president who will use the
Supreme Court to enshrine and expand
abortion.
Remember that news headline we have
all been waiting for?

Roe v. Wade Overturned:
States Free to Protect Children
From Abortion
If we elect Mr. Trump as the next president, most of us reading this article will
actually see that headline in the foreseeable future.
If we elect Mrs. Clinton as the next
president, most of us will never live to
read this headline.

Restoring a Culture of Life
Depends on this
2016 Presidential Election
Pro-life voters are not “single-issue”
voters. We are concerned about a wide
array of issues. We just prioritize all those
issues and place bringing an end to abortion at the top of the list.
Besides appointing Supreme Court justices who will either overturn or enshrine
Roe, the president influences whether we
have a culture of life or a culture of death
through pronouncements, policies and
executive orders. Here is a brief summary of the direction our nation will go
under a Trump or a Clinton presidency:
Mr. Trump wants to stop federal funding for Planned Parenthood, which performs over 300,000 abortions each year
across America. Mrs. Clinton is endorsed
by Planned Parenthood and invited the
national president, Cecile Richards, to
address the Democratic National Convention to thank Clinton for pledging her
unwavering support for the abortion
giant.
Mr. Trump wrote that, “Public funding
of abortion providers is an insult to people of conscience at the least and an
affront to good governance at best.” He
opposes taxpayer funding for organizations which perform abortions. Mrs.
Clinton wants to repeal the Hyde Amendment, a common sense measure which
has had bipartisan support for more than
three decades preventing government
funding for abortion except in the rare

cases of rape, incest, and to save the life
of the mother.
Mr. Trump wants to repeal Obamacare
which requires abortion as a covered
service in state health insurance
exchanges unless a state opts out, as
Pennsylvania has wisely done. Mrs. Clinton pledges “to defend Obamacare and
build on its successes.”
Mr. Trump is against the late-term partial-birth abortion procedure according
to his book, The America We Deserve,
published in 2000. Mrs. Clinton voted
against the Partial-Birth Abortion Ban
when she was a U.S. Senator.
Mr. Trump opened a column in the
Washington Examiner: "Let me be clear
— I am pro-life. I support that position
with exceptions allowed for rape, incest
or the life of the mother being at risk. I
did not always hold this position, but I
had a significant personal experience
that brought the precious gift of life into
perspective for me." Mrs. Clinton flatly
told Chuck Todd, on Meet the Press,
“The unborn person doesn’t have constitutional rights.”
Finally, Mr. Trump is supported by
the National Right to Life Committee
Political Action Committee and
endorsed by the Pennsylvania Pro-Life
Federation Political Action Committee.
Mrs. Clinton is endorsed by Planned
Parenthood, NARAL, and EMILY’s List,
the nation’s largest pro-abortion political action committee.

“None-of-the-Above” Is Not
on the Ballot
Finally, some people tell me they
would never vote for Mrs. Clinton
because she is so pro-abortion. But they
say they are not comfortable voting for
Mr. Trump for various reasons. They are
contemplating not voting at all, or writing in some other name for president.
Let’s face it, the next president will be
Mr. Trump or Mrs. Clinton. Anything
other than a vote FOR TRUMP is a vote
FOR CLINTON. Every vote counts, and
that non-vote could have been the vote
that would have given us a pro-life president and the headline:

Roe v. Wade Overturned:
States Free to Protect
Children From Abortion!
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OPPOSES
OPPOSES
OPPOSES

Laws which protect the health and safety
of women at abortion facilities

An overturn of Roe v. Wade to
protect women and preborn children
from the harm of abortion

Laws which prevent the expansion
of abortion, which has claimed more than
58 million preborn children since 1973

BAN on brutal dismemberment abortions,
where a preborn child is torn
limb-by-limb from a mother’s womb

SUPPORTS

SUPPORTS

SUPPORTS

100% PRO-LIFE
Voting Record

SUPPORTS

Note: Information obtained from voting records
and public statements.

LEGISLATION which would
REPEAL ANTI-LIFE PROVISIONS
OF OBAMACARE

0% PRO-LIFE
Voting Record

OPPOSES

OPPOSES

SUPPORTS
SUPPORTS

OPPOSES

LEGISLATION PREVENTING TAXPAYER
FUNDING OF ORGANIZATIONS THAT
PERFORM ABORTIONS FOR ANY REASON
during all nine months of pregnancy
AN OVERTURN OF THE U.S. SUPREME COURT
DECISION ROE V. WADE,
which resulted in the deaths of more than
58 million preborn children and harmed
countless numbers of women

OPPOSES

SUPPORTS

Tim Kaine (D)
BAN on LATE-TERM ABORTIONS,
in which the lives of pre-born babies at
ﬁve months’ gestation are protected

Mike Pence (R)
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Note: Information obtained from documented public statements and voting records.

OPPOSES
OPPOSES

BAN on taxpayer funding
of abortion operations

SUPPORTS
SUPPORTS

Katie McGinty (D)

WHERE DO THE VICE PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES STAND ON

COMPARE PA’S U.S. SENATE CANDIDATES ON

Pat Toomey (R)
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U.S. Supreme Court Strikes Down
Texas Abortion Law —
What Does It Mean for Women and Babies?

T

BY

MARIA GALL AGHER

Legislative / PAC Director
gallagher@paprolife.org

he U.S. Supreme Court
dealt a tragic blow to the
health and safety of women
when it struck down portions of a
Texas law designed to protect
women from abortion facilities
that fail to meet basic medical
standards.
In Whole Women’s Health v.
Hellerstedt, the High Court ruled
5-3 against a pair of provisions in
the law which 1.) required abortion centers to meet ambulatory
(outpatient) surgery center standards and 2.) required abortionists
to have admitting privileges at
nearby hospitals. The man considered the swing vote on the Court
in abortion cases, Justice Anthony
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Kennedy, sided with the majority.
Chief Justice John Roberts and
Justices Samuel Alito and Clarence
Thomas dissented in the case.
The decision is dangerous for
the women of Texas, who will no
longer be able to count on the
most modest health and safety
standards at Lone Star State abortion facilities.

Presidential Influence
on the Court
Republican Presidential nominee Donald Trump noted that
such a disastrous ruling would not
occur—if Justices in the mold of
the late Antonin Scalia were

appointed to the Supreme Court.
Trump has vowed to appoint
Justices similar to Scalia who
would strictly interpret the
Constitution, rather than making
laws from the bench.
In sharp contrast, Democratic
Presidential nominee Hillary
Clinton praised the controversial
court ruling, stating, “We need a
President who will defend
women’s health and rights and
appoint Supreme Court justices
who recognize Roe v. Wade as settled law.”
Roe v. Wade is the tragic
Supreme Court ruling which
brought about abortion on
demand, for any reason or for no

reason, during all nine
months of pregnancy.
Clinton has pledged
to have a pro-abortion litmus test for
judicial nominees,
if she is elected
President.
Meanwhile,
Congressman
Chris Smith (RNew Jersey), cochair of the ProLife Caucus of the
U.S. House of
Representatives,
said of the
Whole Women’s
Health decision
that it “shields the
abortion industry
from accountability
and minimal medical
standards.
Abortionists should
not get a free pass
on common sense
safety standards.
Women deserve better
than this decision that prioritizes the abortion industry’s
profit margin.”

The Gosnell Connection

destroyed
so many records.
In the wake of the Gosnell scandal, the Pennsylvania General
Assembly passed Act 122 of 2011,
which ensured greater oversight
and regular, unannounced inspections of abortion operations.
Abortion advocates have introduced legislation in an attempt to
repeal the law, but such efforts are
unlikely to gain traction in a House
and Senate with pro-life majorities. Legal experts in the PA House
have stated that Pennsylvania’s law
is Constitutional and could withstand court scrutiny.

Insights from Justice Alito

State legislatures across the U.S.
took a second look at their regulation of abortion facilities following
revelations about the massive
tragedy in West Philadelphia, where
abortionist Kermit Gosnell was
accused of killing hundreds of fullterm babies and causing the deaths
of female patients. Gosnell was
ultimately convicted in connection
with the deaths of three babies and
one female patient—Karnamaya
Mongar. Prosecutors said they
could only bring charges in a handful of cases because Gosnell

In his dissent to the majority ruling in Whole Women’s Health,
Justice Alito dealt with the issue of
abortion center closures in Texas:
“I do not dispute the fact that
H.B. 2 (the Texas law) caused the
closure of some clinics.
Indeed, it seems clear that H. B.
2 was intended to force unsafe
facilities to shut down. The law was
one of many enacted by States in
the wake of the Kermit Gosnell
scandal, in which a physician who
ran an abortion clinic in
Philadelphia was convicted for the
first degree murder of three infants
who were born alive and for the
manslaughter of a patient. Gosnell
had not been actively supervised
by state or local authorities or by

his
peers, and
the Philadelphia grand
jury that investigated the case recommended that the
Commonwealth adopt a law
requiring abortion clinics to comply with the same regulations as
ASCs (ambulatory surgical centers).
If Pennsylvania had had such a
requirement in force, the Gosnell
facility may have been shut down
before his crimes. And if there were
any similarly unsafe facilities in
Texas, H. B. 2 was clearly intended
to put them out of business.”

Long-Term Effects
Pro-abortion forces have
bragged that the Supreme Court
ruling will lead to a reversal of prolife laws around the country.
But not so fast, say pro-life advocates, who note that the court ruling did not affect the portion of the
Texas law which bans abortions at
20 weeks. Pennsylvania has its own
legislation which would enact a 20
week ban, along with a ban on the
gruesome practice of dismemberment abortions. (See p. 8 for
details.)
National Right to Life affiliates
across the country — including
the Pennsylvania Pro-Life
Federation — have made tremendous progress in recent years
passing pro-life laws at the state
level.

In its July newsletter,
National Right to Life made it
clear that pro-life advocates
will work hard to defend these
life-saving, common sense
laws, while pursuing new
measures that will further protect preborn children and their
mothers from the harm of
abortion: “…as always, NRLC,
its state affiliates, and state
attorneys general will be there
to defend the laws. And we
have been, are, and will continue to be aggressive in
passing pro-life laws across
the nation and defending them
in court, all the way up to the
Supreme Court.”
In the end, it’s fairly simple
— pro-life laws save lives. And
the Pennsylvania Pro-Life
Federation will not rest until all
preborn children, vulnerable
mothers, the frail elderly, and
people with disabilities are
protected under the law!

PE NNSYLVANIA PRO-LI FE F EDERATI ON • LI F EL I NE S FAL L 2 01 6 | 7

Abortion Ban Moves Forward in PA State Legislature
By Maria Gallagher,
Legislative/PAC Director
Gallagher@paprolife.org

DISMEMBERMENT ABORTION
STEP-BY-STEP

P

rotecting precious preborn
babies and their mothers
from the harm of late-term
abortion has taken a leap forward
in the Pennsylvania General
Assembly.
The Pennsylvania House of
Representatives in June passed
House Bill 1948, a common sense
measure which bans brutal dismemberment abortions. The
gruesome practice involves tearing a baby limb by limb from a
mother’s womb. The bill, sponsored by state Representative
Kathy Rapp, would also change
the legal cut-off for abortions in
PA from six months to five
months. The legislation passed
the House by an overwhelming,
bipartisan majority—132-65. (If
you would like to know how your
state representative voted, please
contact me at 717-541-0034. If
your representative voted “yes,” it
would be good to send him or her
a thank you note.)
The bill then moved to the
Senate Judiciary Committee,
which approved the measure by a
nearly two-to-one margin in July.
The legislation is now awaiting
action by the full Senate.
A statewide poll conducted last
year found that 61 percent of
Pennsylvanians approve of a ban
on brutal dismemberment abortions. Both women and men support the ban—the level of support
is actually higher among women
(64 percent) as opposed to men
(58 percent). Republicans (67 percent), Democrats (55 percent),
and Independents (63 percent) are

all supportive of a ban.
Majorities of voters in all
Pennsylvania media markets also
support the dismemberment
ban—Erie (84 percent), WilkesBarre (72 percent), Pittsburgh (63
percent), Johnstown (63 percent),
Harrisburg (61 percent), and
Philadelphia (56 percent).
National Right to Life reports
that a half-dozen states have
passed dismemberment bans—
Alabama, Kansas, Louisiana,
Mississippi, Oklahoma, and West
Virginia. Pro-abortion forces have
sued to try to stop dismemberment legislation, even though
such measures are Constitutional.
Here’s the rationale for the
Constitutionality of the bans:
The U.S. Supreme Court upheld
the federal ban on partial-birth
abortion in the ruling Gonzales v.
Carhart. (Partial-birth abortion
was a heinous practice in which a
baby was partly delivered, then
killed.)
The Gonzales decision quoted a
Congressional finding from the
Partial-Birth Abortion Ban Act:

“Implicitly approving
such a brutal and inhumane procedure by
choosing not to prohibit
it will further coarsen
society to the humanity
of not only newborns, but
all vulnerable and innocent human life, making
it increasingly difficult to
protect such life.”

As attorney Mary Spaulding
Balch of the state legislation
department of National Right to
Life states, “The same principle
applies to dismemberment abortions, in which a sharp instrument
is used to slice up a living unborn
child.”
Balch further states, “Because
of the close resemblance of the
constitutional issues settled in the
Partial Birth Abortion Ban Act case
to those applying to the Unborn
Child Protection from
Dismemberment Abortion Act, it
is highly likely that the Supreme
Court would uphold it against
constitutional attack.”
Interestingly enough, an abortionist interviewed for the documentary Eclipse of Reason, Dr. Jay
Kellinson, said this when asked if
he would perform dismemberment abortions: “No, absolutely
not. That is the most horrifying
procedure that I can think about.
There is just absolutely no way I
would ever do that.”
And consider this telling comment from University of Michigan
abortionist Lisa Harris: “Doing
second trimester abortions did
not get easier after my pregnancy;
in fact, dealing with little infant
parts of my born baby only made
dealing with dismembered fetal
parts sadder.”

ACTION ALERT:
Please call your state Senator
and urge him or her to support
House Bill 1948—the ban on
dismemberment abortions.
If you do not know who your
state Senator is, or you need
ENCLOSED IS MY GIFT OF:
o THIS IS MY “GIFT FOR LIFE.” The enclosed gift is:
contact information, please
o $15 o $25 o $50 o $100 o $500 o Other $_______
IN MEMORY OF: ________________________________________________
call Legislative Director
THIS GIFT IS FOR: o PA Pro-Life Federation, Inc. (Not tax deductible)
IN HONOR OF: __________________________________________________
Maria Gallagher at
o PA Pro-Life Federation Educational Fund (Tax deductible)
GIFT PRESENTED BY: ____________________________________________
717-541-0034.
Payment by: o Check o Mastercard o VISA o Discover
Send letter of acknowledgment to:
Please note, this is a
ACCOUNT #: ______________________________________________________________
NAME: ______________________________________________________
state bill, not a federal one,
EXP. DATE ________________________3-DIGIT SECURITY CODE____________________
ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________
so you do not need to conSIGNATURE ________________________________________________________________
CITY/STATE/ZIP: __________________________________________
tact U.S. Senator Bob Casey
NAME:____________________________________________________________________
or U.S. Senator Pat Toomey.
ADDRESS: ________________________________________________________________ o I will give online by visiting www.paprolife.org and clicking on the
red “Donate” and completing the form with my credit card info. I
Thank you for making
will enter “LifeLines” in the field that says “Optional
CITY/STATE/ZIP: ____________________________________________________________
Instructions/Questions.”
these critical calls and
PHONE: __________________________________________________________________ o I want to join the Life Support Team by pledging $ _________ per
o month o quarter
sending these important
EMAIL: __________________________________________________________________ o Please send me the “A Legacy of Life” brochure on charitable
bequests for the Federation
emails!
Please clip this Lifelines coupon and send it with your donation to:
PA PRO-LIFE FEDERATION, INC. • 4800 Jonestown Rd. Suite 102 • Harrisburg, PA 17109-1741
Gifts to the general fund are not tax deductible. However, you may make tax-deductible contributions to the PA Pro-Life Federation Educational
Fund. Official registration and financial information may be obtained from the Pennsylvania Department of State by calling toll free, within PA,
1-800-732-0999. Registration does not imply endorsement.
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(Clip and mail with your gift.)

YES! I WANT TO HELP PREBORN CHILDREN AND THEIR MOTHERS!

heard of Kermit Gosnell, the
Philadelphia abortionist who
killed babies by using scissors
to snip their spinal cord.

By Matthew Wagner,
Education Director
lifelines@paprolife.org

Special Thanks

P

ennsylvania Pro-Life
Federation Executive
Director Michael Ciccocioppo and Education Director Matthew Wagner traveled
hundreds of miles across
Pennsylvania this past spring
to deliver the Federation’s
message of LIFE at nine prolife town hall meetings.
“Every year we reach hundreds of people by bringing to
them the latest pro-life news
and information,” explained Ciccocioppo.
“So far this year
we’ve been to Philadelphia,
Chambersburg, Bedford, Greensburg, Washington, Bridgeville,
Butler, Sharon, and Williamsport.”

Ciccocioppo offered special
thanks to all those who hosted
this year’s pro-life town hall
events. “The fact is, without
people opening up their homes
to us, and donating countless
hours to help with the coordination and promotion of the
events, the tour would not
have been as successful,” he
said. More pictures from the
town hall tour can be seen on
the Federation’s website at
http://www.paprolife.org/2016
townhallphotos.

Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federation Tours the State

The Latest Pro-Life News
and Information

“This is the 6th year the Federation has conducted a town hall tour
like this,” said Ciccocioppo. “In that
time, through trial and error, we
have developed a very popular format that allows us to cover a lot of
material in a short period of time.”
This year the topics included:

• Abortion in Pennsylvania
• The Gosnell aftermath

ed to the pro-life movement, we
address those during a question
and answer time at the end.”

• The Supreme Court

Preaching to the Choir?

• Planned Parenthood

• Assisted suicide

• The pro-life generation
• Achieving the dream

“The reality is, we could spend
a whole 90 minute presentation
talking about each of the topics we
touch on, so we focus on the most
important aspects of each topic,”
Ciccocioppo explains. “If people
have additional questions about
these topics, or anything else relat-

“Sometimes I get asked why
we do this town hall tour, when
we’re essentially preaching to the
choir since most, if not all, of the
attendees are already pro-life,” said
Ciccocioppo. “The reality is, sometimes the choir needs preaching
to!” This was particularly evident
this year at our stop in Bridgeville,
when afterwards one of the attendees shared with Ciccocioppo that
this was the first time he had ever

Not Done Yet
We are still planning more
stops in the fall of 2016, and are
already starting to think about
our 2017 pro-life town hall tour.
If you are interested in helping
with the planning and promotion
of the events this fall, or any of
our 2017 events, please contact
the Federation by email at
lifelines@paproplife.org or by
phone at 717-541-0034.

Bedford

Bridgeville

Butler

Butler

Chambersburg

Chambersburg

Greensburg

Sharon

Sharon

Sharon

Washington

Washington

Williamsport

Williamsport

Williamsport
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Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federation
at Creation Music Festival 2016
Creation Festivals Facebook photo.
Used with permission.

“I was told to have
an abortion when
I was pregnant
with my son. He’s
now 8, so you can
imagine how
much I listened to
that suggestion.”

BY

“I was told to
have an abortion
when I was pregnant with my
son. He’s now 8, so
you can imagine
how much I listened to that suggestion.”
“My daughter
was born at 28
weeks, and she’s
three years old
now and completely healthy.”
“I was adopted, and I’m so
glad my birth
mother chose life.”
These are just some of the stories shared with our volunteers and
myself, during the four days we
spent at The Creation Music
Festival this summer. As we have
for several years now, the
Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federation
had an education booth at the
Festival, where we gave out pro-life
information, talked about the
importance of choosing life, but
mostly listened.
I was not sure what to expect, as
this was my first time experiencing
Creation Music Festival in Mt.
Union. I expected most of the feedback to be very positive, and even
those who disagreed to be civil…
and it was, and they were. What I

M AT T H E W W A G N E R
Education Director
lifelines@paprolife.org
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did not anticipate was
the number of people
who came up to our
booth exclaiming,
“There you are…there’s the babies
(referring to the 12-week fetal models we were giving away)…we’ve
been looking all over for you.” I did
not expect the visceral reaction
people had as they picked up the 20
week old fetal model we had on
display and felt how big it was, and
the horror they expressed at the
idea that a child that large could
still be killed simply for someone’s
convenience. I did not expect people to share with us some of their
most personal stories the way
many of them did.
I could relay many conversations from the four days…stories of
victory, and of personal sacrifice.
The one story that sticks with me
the most is that of the young girl
who stopped at our booth to tell us
she was 16, had already had an
abortion, which she now regrets.
She went on to emphasize she
knows she is forgiven and that she
is at peace. Her story emphasized
the importance of reaching these
young people at an early age.
While we gave away hundreds
of pro-life Frisbees, pens, stickers,
balloons, and tons of literature,
where we had the most impact was
just in listening. Allowing people to
share with us why they were pro-

life and what they were doing in
their communities to promote a
culture of life.
I will close with one more story.
It was about Day Three of the
Festival, and I was tired. It was hot,
it had been a long few days, and I
confess, I was nearing my wits’ end.
As we were known to do throughout the Festival, I was tossing
Frisbees to people as they walked
past (after they looked of course).
One young man caught the Frisbee,
stopped, and walked back to the
booth and said, “I just want to
thank you. I can feel that this
Frisbee was prayed over, and I
appreciate it. Thank you for what
you do.” It was the reminder I
needed that there were hundreds of
people, all over the state, praying
for our outreach while we were
there and it gave me the boost I
needed.
So, in conclusion, thank all of
you for your prayers, and I encourage each of you to consider participating in an event like Creation…
maybe a local fair or festival that
your chapter is helping with. I
promise you that you will be as
encouraged as I was by the stories
you hear, and you will be changing
hearts and saving lives!
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HARRISBURG, PA 17109
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he pro-life movement recently lost one of its greatest champions when Phyllis
Schlafly passed away at the age of 92. Schlafly is credited with getting the prolife plank into the Republican Party platform in 1980, and keeping it there every

four years since. She also led the effort to stop the ratification of the Equal Rights
Amendment, with all of its implications for enshrining abortion as a constitutional right.
Her last gift to the pro-life movement, the book The Conservative Case for Trump in
which she lays out her argument for voting for Donald Trump in what she considered to
be the most important election of her life, was released the day after her death.
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The Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federation
is a grassroots right-to-life organization with members statewide. As the
state affiliate of National Right to Life,
PPLF is committed to promoting the
dignity and value of human life from
conception to natural death and to
restoring legal protection for the
preborn. Through legislation, political
action, education and other legal
means, we proclaim the truth about
abortion, infanticide, and euthanasia.
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Taking the Pro-Life Message to the Community
By Matthew Wagner,
Education Director
lifelines@paprolife.org

O

‘pro-lifers,’ or churchgoers, or people
you might identify with politically.”
Jeffrey Myers, President of Life
30:19, the Federation chapter in
Franklin County, tells a story from
this year’s Shippensburg Community

Pregnant?

Fair. A young man took information
about Rachel’s Vineyard, a healing
ministry for post-abortive women,
home to his mother. He told the volunteers his mother had an abortion a
year after he was born and his mother still cries every morning for the child she
aborted.
If you know of a local
event in which you would
like to participate, contact your local chapter
and offer to help (a list of
chapters can be found at
www.paprolife.org/join
one). If you cannot find a
local chapter, contact us
at 717-541-0034 or life
lines@paprolife.org about
starting one in your area.

Worried? Need Help?

Call toll free for free, confidential assistance from compassionate
counselors who understand what you're going through and can help
you find the best alternative for you and your family.

Pennsylvania's Real Alternatives hotline:

1-888-LIFE-AID
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ver the summer, many of our
over 40 chapters participated in
fairs, festivals, and carnivals across
Pennsylvania. As the President of
People for Life in Erie County, Tim
Broderick explained, “We try to take
the message where people can be
found who are not likely to walk into
a pro-life organization’s office, to visit
a pro-life website, or hear a pro-life
sermon in church; such as a rib fest,
maybe a wine fest, a pumpkin fest, a
fire company carnival, or maybe a
county fair.” Broderick continued,
“We want to put the pro-life cause
exactly where it belongs — in the center of the community, in the public
square, in the ‘real world.’ We want to
help ‘mainstream’ the pro-life cause
and make wholesome, pro-life attitudes a natural, everyday part of
American culture.”
While People for Life is only one
of the Pennsylvania Pro-Life
Federation’s many chapters who
were out sharing
the pro-life message this summer, it was possibly
the
most
prolific, participating in eight
events encompassing
over 30 days just this
summer. Mr. Broderick’s
advice for those considering doing their own
booth could be applied
to talking about the prolife issue in general:
“Don’t do anything to
narrow your audience to

NATIONWIDE PREGNANCY HELP HOTLINES:

CARENET: 1-800-395-HELP
Bethany Christian Services:
1-800-BETHANY
Birthright: 1-800-550-4900

For the help center nearest you, you may also see your local Yellow Pages under "Abortion Alternatives"
or call the Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federation at 717-541-0034.

LifeLines is a newspaper published
periodically by the Pennsylvania
Pro-Life Federation.
To order additional copies,
call (717) 541-0034 or e-mail
lifelines@paprolife.org.

SIGN UP FOR OUR FREE E-MAIL
NEWSLETTER TODAY!
To receive the FREE e-mail newsletter
PROLIFE ONLINE NEWS,
including periodical news, action alerts and
pro-life commentary, send a "subscribe"
message to lifelines@paprolife.org.
Visit the Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federation's
home page at www.paprolife.org.
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Do you want to know more about the Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federation? Please visit the “ABOUT US” page on our website, www.paprolife.org .
You will see our mission clearly explained. This page includes our positions on the life issues, our nonviolence policy and our political activity guidelines.

