NEWS BRIEFS

Dismemberment Abortions
Remain Legal in PA
DISMEMBERMENT ABORTION
STEP-BY-STEP

D

espite a
valiant
effort by
pro-life
grassroots
activists
throughout the Commonwealth,
a bill banning gruesome dismemberment abortions and lowering
the legal limit for abortions from
six months’ to five months’ gestation failed to make it across the
legislative finish line in 2016.
House Bill 1948, sponsored by
Pennsylvania State Representative
Kathy Rapp (R-Crawford, Forest,
and Warren Counties), won broad
bipartisan support in the PA
House of Representatives,
which approved
it by an overwhelming
majority — the
vote was 13265. However,
pro-abortion
Governor Tom
Wolf threatened
to veto the bill if it had made it to
his desk and it did not make it to
the floor of the PA Senate for a
final vote.
Nevertheless, the Pennsylvania
Pro-Life Federation remains committed to working to end the
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inhumane practice of dismemberment abortions, in which babies
are torn limb by limb from their
mothers’ wombs.
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the various pages, and when you
see content you like, share it!
We hope you like the changes
we’ve made and are open to any
thoughts/suggestions you might
have. Feel free to share any feedback with Education Director
Matthew Wagner by emailing
lifelines@paprolife.org or calling
717-541-0034.
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Planned Parenthood may just
have to write off November 2016
as its worst month ever. First, the
abortion giant spent an unprecedented 34 million dollars on proabortion Hillary Clinton’s losing
campaign. Now that there is a
larger than ever pro-life majority
in Congress, Speaker Paul Ryan
has both doubled the budget of
the U.S. House committee investigating the Planned Parenthood
baby body parts scandal AND has
committed again to passing a bill
taking away the half a billion taxpayer dollars Planned Parenthood receives annually.
The impact can already be
seen right here in Pennsylvania as
three Planned Parenthood facilities that refered women for abortions have announced they will be
closing by the end of 2016.
We look forward to even more
good news for babies and their
mothers in 2017!

Changing Hearts and
Minds

Promoting Life Online
o accomplish the Federation
mission of proclaiming the
truth about abortion, infanticide
and euthanasia, we have made a
few changes recently to our online
presence.
First of all, our email newsletter, the Online News, which used
to come out twice a month, will
now be sent out weekly so the
content can be
even more
timely. If you
haven’t done so
already, you
can sign up for
our online
newsletter by
texting “paprolife” to 22828.
Second, we
are expanding our social media
presence. In addition to our Facebook and Twitter pages, we are
now on Instagram
(https://www.instagram.com/papro
lifefed/) and Pinterest
(https://www.pinterest.com/papro
life/). Please make sure you follow

The Planned Parenthood
SAGA Continues

6/7

An interesting poll was conducted on Election Day 2016. The
pollsters specifically
surveyed those
who had
voted, or
who were
planning to
vote that day.
Of those respondents only
22% were strongly opposed to
limiting abortions to the first five
months of gestation. Even more
significantly, 78% of those who
could be considered “millennials”
(those under the age of 30)
approved of the abortion limit, a
particularly positive sign for the
pro-life movement.
If Roe v Wade was on the ballot, as Cecile Richards, President
of Planned Parenthood claimed,
this is another indication that proabortion activists are losing. It is
also an incredibly hopeful sign we
are continuing to change the
hearts and minds of America!
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Pennsylvania Says “No!” to
Doctor Prescribed Suicide

2017 Offers Renewed Hope for
the FIght for Life.

Making a Life-Saving Difference
in YOUR Community.

A Night to Remember. A Call
to Action. HIghlights from the

But Dangerous Assisted Suicide measures approved in other states.

From the Nation’s Capitol to the
State Capitol, optimism runs high.

Others are promoting life around the
state – you can, too!

Celebrate Life Banquet featuring Most Executive Director Michael Ciccocioppo
Reverend Bishop Charles Chaput.
shares his history and calling for life!
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Thank You for 15 Years at the
Helm of a Pennsylvania Treasure.

MARCH for LIFE
will be Silent No More testimonials
from women and men who regret
their abortions, followed by a time
for activists to visit their
Representatives or Senators to
advocate for pro-life legislation
before heading home.

How to get involved

Guess Who Has Never Been
to the March for Life
feeling warmth in their
hearts. They share stories of standing in solidarity with fellow pro-lifers at the Supreme Court
in prayer. Some of them,
like those from our Erie
chapter, tell of being
stuck on the PA Turnpike
for more than a day last
year. No one however,
has ever shared a story
of regret…no one.

What is the March
for Life?

W

hen I tell someone I am
involved in the pro-life movement, one of their first responses is
to share with me their March for
Life stories. They share stories of
walking arm-in-arm down the
streets of Washington, D.C. with
fellow pro-lifers. They share stories
of being cold on the outside, but

The March for Life is an opportunity for hundreds of thousands of
pro-lifers from across the country
and around the world to gather in
Washington, D.C. and be a voice for
the voiceless. It has often been
referred to as a gigantic family
reunion, with people from across
the country coming together to

provide cheerful witness to the
sanctity of innocent human life
from conception to natural death.
For the ever-growing number of
young marchers, it is a chance to
unite and network with each other.
For the more experienced, it’s an
opportunity to be renewed and
reconnect with old friends.

Pennsylvania Pro-Life
Federation chapters and Respect
Life groups across Pennsylvania
organize buses to the March.
Additionally, every year there are
local events across Pennsylvania
marking the anniversary of Roe v.
Wade. If you are looking for a bus
leaving from your area to
Washington DC, or want to find an
event near you, contact us by email
at lifelines@paprolife.org or call us
at 717-541-0034.

The Best March Yet
As a life-long pro-lifer, I am a
little embarrassed to admit, this is
going to be the first time I have
attended a March for Life. That
being said, I am looking forward to
coming back with stories similar to
those that have been shared with
me (although hopefully not stories
about being stuck on a bus for over
24 hours). I hope you will join me
in helping to make the 2017 March
for Life the best one yet so we can
share in some of those memories.
See you there!

March for Life 2017
Typically the March for Life
occurs on January 22nd, the
anniversary of Roe v. Wade, but this
year with the inauguration of a new
President (congratulations
President-elect Trump) it will be
held on Friday, January 27, 2017.
As usual, there will be a rally at
noon on the grounds of the
Washington Monument, followed
by the March which begins at 1:00
p.m. on Constitution Avenue and
travels up to the U.S. Supreme
Court. Then, outside the Supreme
Court starting at 3:00 p.m., there

BY

M AT T H E W W A G N E R
Education Director
lifelines@paprolife.org
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Pennsylvania Says “No!”
to Doctor-Prescribed Suicide –
But Dangerous Assisted Suicide Measure
Approved in Colorado

By Maria Gallagher,
Legislative/PAC Director
gallagher@paprolife.org

S

tephanie Packer is an effervescent 33-year-old wife and mother in California who draws
strength and courage from her four
children, who range in age from 7 to
13. Each breath is a gift, but also a
struggle for Stephanie, who deals
each day with the challenge of scleroderma, an illness that has led to the
formation of scar tissue in her lungs.
She has lived past her prognosis
of three years and fights to live on,
despite the dire nature of her disease.
Packer told The New York Post
that physicians advised her to try
another chemotherapy option in an
effort to lengthen her fragile life. But
her insurance company refused to
cover the cost of the drug. Incredibly,
when Packer asked if the insurer
would pay for drugs to end her life
under California’s new doctor-prescribed suicide law, she was told
yes—and the co-payment would be a
whopping $1.20.
When Packer, who is an impassioned opponent of assisted suicide,
threatened to tell her story to the
media, the insurance company
relented—and paid for life-lengthening…if not life-saving…medication.
Stephanie’s story painfully
demonstrates the harmful effects of
doctor-prescribed suicide laws,
which are promoted by the old Hemlock Society, now re-branded as
“Compassion & Choices” (C & C).
C & C’s objective is to legalize assisted suicide in all fifty states—including Pennsylvania. After contentious
political battles, assisted suicide
became legal in Colorado in November, joining California, Montana,
Oregon, Vermont, and Washington
state on the list of U.S. jurisdictions
in which doctors can now legally provide drugs to end the lives of their
patients.

PA Holds Firm Against
Assisted Suicide
Thankfully, the Pennsylvania
state legislature took no action on
bills that would have overturned the
Keystone State’s long-standing ban
on assisted suicide in 2016. Both

House Bill 943, sponsored by state Rep. Mark
Rozzi (D-Berks County),
and Senate Bill 549,
sponsored by state Senator Daylin Leach (DDelaware and Montgomery Counties), failed
to make it out of the Judiciary Committees of the
House and Senate.
However, it is likely
similar legislation will be
introduced when the
new legislative session
begins in 2017. That is
why it is important for us
to stay vigilant to ensure
that Pennsylvania
remains free of the coercion and intimidation
posed by doctor-prescribed suicide.
The Pennsylvania
Coalition to Stop DoctorPrescribed Suicide is
determined to safeguard
the Keystone State’s common sense law against
assisted suicide. The
coalition includes disability rights activists,
health care professionals,
patient advocacy groups,
and others, like the Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federation, who see
assisted suicide as a prescription for
abuse.
To learn more about the coalition,
visit www.noassistedsuicide pa.org .

Targeting Minorities
The recent debate over a proposal to legalize doctor-prescribed suicide in Washington, D.C. brought to
light the concerns many members of
minority communities have to the C
& C agenda. A poll conducted by Pew
Research Center in 2013 indicated
that 65 percent of African-Americans
and Latinos oppose assisted suicide.
A recent Washington Post article
noted that Rev. Eugene Rivers III, an
African-American clergyman from
Massachusetts who was assisting a
No DC Suicide group in Washington,
referred to DC’s assisted suicide legislation as “back-end eugenics” which
would eliminate impoverished
blacks.
Georgetown Law professor Patri-
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meaning that Latinos will
be more vulnerable than
ever to the pressure to end
their lives prematurely.

Elderly at Risk

cia King, who has studied the racial
implications of doctor-prescribed
suicide, told the Post, “Historically,
African-Americans have not had a lot
of control over their bodies, and I
don’t think offering them assisted
suicide is going to make them feel
more autonomous.”
Meanwhile, a study by the Southern Medical Journal found a 6.3 percent increase in total suicides in
states that have passed doctor-prescribed suicide laws. This is of particular concern to Hispanic communities, according to Dr. Grazie Pozo
Christie. In a November opinion
piece on USNews.com, Christie
noted that the Centers for Disease
Control report that 15.1 percent of
Latina teens tried to commit suicide
one or more times in 2015. If doctorprescribed suicide expands, teen suicide rates among Hispanics could
skyrocket. Colorado, which passed
an assisted suicide ballot proposal on
Election Day, ranks eighth in the
nation in Hispanic population—

At the other end of the
age spectrum, older Americans are especially susceptible to the propaganda promoted by assisted
suicide advocates.
John Kelly is the New
England Regional Director
for Not Dead Yet, a national disability rights organization that opposes doctor-prescribed suicide.
During testimony against
a New Jersey assisted suicide bill, Kelly pointed out
that one out of every 10
people over the age of 60
in the Garden State is
abused—most frequently
by adult children and
unscrupulous caregivers.
That haunting statistic
indicates that abusers
may use assisted suicide
laws to end the lives of relatives, forcing the elderly
to die against their will.
Kelly notes the situation in Oregon, which
legalized doctor-prescribed suicide in
1997, shows that the supposed protections written into assisted suicide
laws to prevent abuse of older Americans simply do not work.
“Although ‘self- administration’ is
touted as one of the key ‘safeguards,’
in about half of Oregon program
deaths, there is no evidence of consent or self-administration in the
death. If the drugs were administered
by others without consent, no one
would know,” Kelly said.
“No one would know”…a chilling
thought—one which should inspire
Pennsylvanians to hold their ground
against the despair and hopelessness
represented by doctor-prescribed
suicide.

2017 Offers Renewed Hope
for the Fight for Life
From the Nation’s Capitol to the State Capitol,
Optimism Runs High

2017

will begin a new era in
our nation’s history,
one that offers possibilities of
greater protection for preborn children and their mothers. With the
Obama Administration fading from
the scene, the U.S. is poised to
adopt policies that are more conducive to protecting innocent
human life.
President-elect Donald Trump
has stated that he and Vice-President-elect Mike Pence will be
“advocates for the unborn and their
mothers every day we are in the
White House.”

High Court, High Stakes
The incoming Commander-inChief will be nominating U.S.
Supreme Court Justices in the mold
of the late Antonin Scalia, who vigorously opposed the tragic 1973
U.S. Supreme Court decision Roe v.
Wade. Roe has led to the deaths of
an estimated 59 million preborn
Americans and left countless numbers of women grieving children
lost to abortion.
The appointment of Justices
who will strictly interpret the Constitution is critical because it means
that we retain the possibility of seeing the radical Roe ruling overturned in our lifetime. Because of
the current vacancy and others that
may soon open on the High Court,
the President could be nominating
as many as four new Justices. Given
the math, even some pro-abortion
activists are saying Roe could fall as
a result of the Trump Presidency.

Safeguarding Tax Dollars
from Abortion
President-elect Trump will also
be working to make the Hyde

BY

MARIA GALL AGHER

Legislative / PAC Director
gallagher@paprolife.org

Amendment permanent law to
guarantee that taxpayers will not
have to pay for abortions in the
future. (The Hyde Amendment,
which must be added to the
Department of Health and Human
Services appropriations bill each
year, has saved an estimated two
million lives since 1976.)
As a result of the 2016 election,
Republicans retained control of the
U.S. House and Senate, which will
be helpful as the Trump-Pence
Administration pursues its pro-life
legislative agenda. Pennsylvania
U.S. Senator Pat Toomey, who has
a 100 percent pro-life voting record,
was among those pro-life Senators
re-elected to office in November.

The View from the
Keystone State
Meanwhile, at the state level,
the Pennsylvania state Senate is
welcoming two new pro-life members, John DiSanto (R-Dauphin
and Perry Counties) and former
state Representative Mike Regan
(R-Cumberland and York Counties)
who are
replacing
pro-abortion senators. The
addition of
these two
officeholders
expands
the pro-life
majority in
the legislature’s upper chamber.
The Pennsylvania House of
Representatives will also retain its
sizeable pro-life majority in 2017,
thanks to the fall election. Still, it is
important that constituents remain
vigilant in calling and emailing
their state representatives—to help
pass meaningful pro-life legislation
and to stop deceptive bills that
would undermine or weaken Pennsylvania’s long-standing protections
for preborn children and their
mothers.
Unfortunately, Pennsylvanians
do face a challenge in getting prolife legislation signed into law
because of Governor Tom Wolf’s
extreme pro-abortion position.

The Governor, who once served as
an abortion center escort for
Planned Parenthood, opposed legislation in 2016 to ban the brutal
practice of dismemberment abortions, in which a preborn baby is
torn limb by limb from a mother’s
womb. This is why veto overrides
by the state legislature may be necessary to ensure that Pennsylvania
women and children are protected
from harm.
Meanwhile, despite the election
of pro-abortion advocates in the
statewide row races (incoming
Attorney General Josh Shapiro (D),
incumbent Auditor General Eugene

DePasquale (D), and incoming
Treasurer Joseph Torsella (D)), the
overall results of Election 2016
show that Pennsylvania remains a
pro-life state—one poised to prepare for the overturn of Roe.
And that day could come much
sooner than pro-life advocates had
anticipated—thanks to the winds of
change now blowing through
Washington and rustling through
the rest of the country, sweeping
away the politics and policies of
death and despair and replacing
them with a strategy for life and
hope.
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Making a Life-Saving Difference
in YOUR Community
By Matthew Wagner,
Education Director
(lifelines@paprolife.org)

T

he mission of the
Pennsylvania Pro-Life
Federation is “…promoting
the dignity and value of human
life from conception to natural
death and to restoring legal protection for preborn children.
Through legislation, political
action, education and other legal
means, we proclaim the truth
about abortion, infanticide, and
euthanasia.” That mission is
being carried out on a daily basis,
in a wide variety of ways, throughout the year by our over 40 chapters across the Commonwealth,
some of which pre-date the
Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federation.

59 million Americans. Some
chapters charter buses and go
down to Washington D.C. for the
annual March for Life while other
chapters organize their own local
events for people who cannot
travel.

40 Days for Life
In the spring, many of our
chapters participate in the 40
Days for Life campaign by praying
outside of abortion facilities and
witnessing to those going in,
whether it is to an expectant
mother, someone facilitating the
abortion, or even workers at the
facility. Through the campaign,

The Anniversary
of Roe v. Wade
It all starts in January when
many of our chapters organize
activities for the commemoration
of the tragic 1973 United States
Supreme Court decision legalizing
abortion, Roe v Wade. That unjust
ruling has led to the death of over
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Summer Outreach
many lives are saved. In fact, during the last 40 Days for Life campaign, nearly 900 babies’ lives
were saved from abortion.

Throughout the summer,
chapters participate in local fairs,
festivals, and carnivals by setting
up pro-life booths to talk about
abortion, infanticide, and
euthanasia. These pro-life booths

are an excellent
opportunity for
chapter members and other
volunteers to be
a voice for the
pre-born by
handing out
information,
answering
questions, collecting signatures on petitions, or even
sometimes just
by listening to
those
with a life-saving story to
share.

Honoring Life
Year-Round
These activities are only highlights of some of the many things
different chapters do throughout
the year. Some chapters participate in all of these events, others
just some, while others may put
together their own activities not
related to any of these events.
Several of our chapters have local
pregnancy centers they support,
either by raising money, volunteering, or collecting donations.
Others get involved legislatively by

engaging with their state lawmakers, or writing letters to the editor
proclaiming life-affirming messages. Some, like our Scranton
chapter, get involved in their community by participating in events
such as the St. Patrick’s Day Parade.
The Federation is truly stronger
because of the diversity of the
organizations that comprise it.

to start! To find the chapter in
your area, visit
https://www.paprolife.org/join
one/. If there is no chapter in
your area, email us at
lifelines@paprolife.org, or call
us at 717-541-0034 and we
would love to talk to you about
starting a local chapter and
joining us in our mission.

What can YOU do?
Are you interested in becoming
more actively involved in the prolife movement? Getting involved in
your local chapter is a great place

YES! I WANT TO HELP PREBORN CHILDREN AND THEIR MOTHERS!

In the fall, many chapters
participate in Respect Life
Month activities throughout
the month of October,
including the fall 40 Days for
Life campaign. Different
chapters participate in a
variety of ways, including
prayer vigils, rallies, Life
Chains, and other events.

ENCLOSED IS MY GIFT OF:
o $15 o $25 o $50 o $100 o $500 o Other $_______

THIS GIFT IS FOR: o PA Pro-Life Federation, Inc. (Not tax deductible)
o PA Pro-Life Federation Educational Fund (Tax deductible)
Payment by: o Check o Mastercard o VISA o Discover
ACCOUNT #: ______________________________________________________________
EXP. DATE ________________________3-DIGIT SECURITY CODE____________________
SIGNATURE ________________________________________________________________
NAME:____________________________________________________________________

o THIS IS MY “GIFT FOR LIFE.” The enclosed gift is:
IN MEMORY OF: ________________________________________________
IN HONOR OF: __________________________________________________
GIFT PRESENTED BY: ____________________________________________

Send letter of acknowledgment to:
NAME: ______________________________________________________
ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________
CITY/STATE/ZIP: __________________________________________

ADDRESS: ________________________________________________________________ o I will give online by visiting www.paprolife.org and clicking on the
red “Donate” and completing the form with my credit card info. I
will enter “LifeLines” in the field that says “Optional
CITY/STATE/ZIP: ____________________________________________________________
Instructions/Questions.”
PHONE: __________________________________________________________________ o I want to join the Life Support Team by pledging $ _________ per
o month o quarter
EMAIL: __________________________________________________________________ o Please send me the “A Legacy of Life” brochure on charitable
bequests for the Federation

Please clip this Lifelines coupon and send it with your donation to:

PA PRO-LIFE FEDERATION, INC. • 4800 Jonestown Rd. Suite 102 • Harrisburg, PA 17109-1741
Gifts to the general fund are not tax deductible. However, you may make tax-deductible contributions to the PA Pro-Life Federation Educational
Fund. Official registration and financial information may be obtained from the Pennsylvania Department of State by calling toll free, within PA,
1-800-732-0999. Registration does not imply endorsement.

(Clip and mail with your gift.)

Respect Life Month
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A Night to Remember.
A Clear Call to Action.
Editor’s Note: The following speech was given by the Most Reverend Charles Chaput, O.F.M. Cap
Archbishop of Philadelphia during our 2016 Celebrate Life Banquet in Camp Hill. To watch a video of his
speech, visit our website at www.paprolife.org and click on the state events page.

Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M. Cap.
Harrisburg, 9.29.16
or the past 43 years we’ve been
living the consequences of Roe v
Wade, the U.S. Supreme Court
decision that effectively legalized abortion on
demand. And the abortion struggle of the past
four decades teaches us a very useful lesson.
Evil talks a lot about “tolerance” when it's weak.
When evil is strong, real tolerance gets kicked
out the door. This in turn explains a lot about
our current cultural climate. To put it simply:
Evil cannot bear the counter-witness of truth. It
cannot co-exist peacefully with goodness,
because evil insists on being seen as right, and
worshiped as being right. Therefore, the good
must be made to seem hateful and wrong.
The very existence of people who refuse to
accept evil and who seek to act virtuously burns
the conscience of those who don't. And so, quite
logically, people like the people in this room,
people who march and lobby and speak out to
defend the unborn child will be – and are –
reviled by political leaders and news media and
abortion activists who turn the right to kill an
unborn child into a shrine for personal choice.

“F

Seventy years ago, abortion was a crime
against humanity. Four decades ago, abortion
supporters talked piously about the “tragedy” of
abortion and the need to make it safe and rare.
But not today. Not anymore. Now abortion is not
just a so-called “right,” but a right that claims positive dignity, the license to demonize its opponents and the precedence to interfere with constitutional guarantees of freedom of speech, assembly and religion. We no longer tolerate abortion.
We celebrate it. We venerate it as a totem.
People sometimes ask me if we can be optimistic, those of us who are religious believers,
about the future of our country. My answer is
always the same. Optimism and pessimism are
equally dangerous for the believer because both
God and the devil are full of surprises. But the
virtue of hope is another matter. We have every
reason to hope. Scripture tells us we must live in
hope, and hope is a very different creature from

optimism. Hope is the grace to trust that God is
who he claims to be, and that in serving him, we
do something fertile and precious for the renewal
of the world.
Our lives matter not because of who we are.
They matter because of who God is. His mercy, his
justice, his love – these are the things that move
the galaxies and reach into the womb to touch
the unborn child with the grandeur of being
human. And we become more truly human ourselves by seeing the humanity in the poor, the
weak, the elderly and the unborn child -- and
then fighting for it.
Over the past 43 years, the prolife movement
has been written off as defeated and finished too
many times to count. Yet here you are tonight
again, disappointing your critics and refusing to
die. And why is that? It's because no court decision, no law and no political lobby can ever
change the truth about when human life begins
and the sanctity that God attaches to each and
every human person, born or unborn.
As I was gathering my thoughts for tonight, a
line from Psalm 89 came back to me again and
again: [Lord,] make us know the shortness of our
life that we may gain wisdom of heart. The time
we have in this world is brief. The choices we
make have real substance – precisely
because we come this way in life only
once, and the world will be better or
worse for our passing.
So our presence here together
tonight has a meaning much larger
than a nice meal and a good conversation about shared values. It’s an opportunity to remember that God put us
here for a purpose. He’s asking us to
turn our hearts to building the kind of
world that embodies his love and honors the sanctity of the human children
he created.
So based on what I’ve seen in the
American prolife experience over the
past 43 years, I’d like to offer a few
“dos” and “don’ts” for building a culture of life. I’ll begin with the “don’ts.”
First, don’t let yourselves be bullied into
silence.
Democracy depends on people of conviction
carrying their beliefs into public debate -- respectfully, legally and non-violently, but vigorously
and without apology. Real pluralism demands
that people with different beliefs should pursue
their beliefs energetically in the public square.
This is the only way a public debate can be honest and fruitful. We should never apologize for
being prolife, or for advancing our beliefs in private or in public.
Second, don’t let divisions take root.
St. Augustine said that we need to be united
in the essentials, free in the debatables, and charitable in all things. Diverse prolife opinion is part
of the movement’s richness. As a bishop, I’ve
always been baffled by how much energy can be
wasted on internal prolife bickering. We can
never allow our differences to become personal.
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Acrimony within the prolife movement is a gift to
our opponents. It’s also a form of theft from the
unborn children who will suffer the consequences of our division.
Third, don’t get trapped by politics -- especially partisan politics.
The more prolifers tie themselves to a single
political party, the less they can speak to society
at large. In the United States, Catholics -- both on
the left and the right -- have too often made the
mistake of becoming cheerleaders for a specific
candidate.
Fourth, don’t create or accept false oppositions.
Dialectical thinking, and by that I mean the
idea that most of our options involve “either/or”
choices, is deeply misleading. Back during the
2008 presidential election, we saw the emergence of so-called prolife voices that argued we
should stop fighting the legal struggle over abortion. Instead we should join with “pro-choice”
supporters to seek “common ground.”
Their argument was simple: Why fight a losing battle on the legal, cultural and moral fronts
since – according to them -- we haven’t yet made
serious progress in ending legalized abortion?
Let’s drop the “divisive” political battle, they said,
and instead let’s all work together to tackle the
economic and health issues that might eventually
reduce abortions.
Of course, many of these voices turned out to
be flacks for the Obama presidential campaign.
In reality, the Obama White House has been
extraordinary for its refusal to compromise on
anything involving so-called “reproductive
rights,” and for its belligerent hostility to prolife
and religious liberty concerns.
But we need to look beyond the current
White House to recent American history. Did
Americans take a gradual, social-improvement
road to “reducing” racism? No. We passed the
Civil Rights Act of 1964. Nor have I ever heard
anyone suggest that the best way to deal with
murder, rape or domestic abuse is to improve
people’s access to psychotherapy and job training. We make sexual assault illegal-- even though
we know it will still sometimes tragically occur -because it’s gravely evil. It’s an act of violence,
and the law should proscribe it. Of course, we
also have a duty to improve the social conditions
that can breed domestic and sexual violence. But
that doesn’t change the need for a law.
Likewise, if we really believe that abortion is
an intimate act of violence, then we can’t aim at
anything less than ending abortion. It doesn’t
matter that some abortions have always occurred,
and that some abortions will always occur. If we
really believe that abortion kills a developing,
human life, then we can never be satisfied with
mere “reductions” in the body count.
Fifth and finally, don’t hate the adversary.
People who support a so-called “right” to
abortion are our opponents, but they’re never our
“enemies.” Abortion-friendly lawmakers and
organizations, and even people who despise us
for what we believe, are not our enemies. They’re
brothers and sisters. We need to trust in the long-

term power of love -- the true power of God – to
convert the human heart even in the face of our
own failures. We can never allow ourselves to
become bitter. The great second century Church
Father, Irenaeus of Lyon, warned early Christians
that we’ve been sent like sheep into the midst of
wolves. The moment we become wolves ourselves, we lose.
OK, so much for the don’ts. What about the
“dos,” how should we proceed?
Here’s the first and most important do.
It’s very simple: Do become martyrs. Be ready
and willing to pay a price for your beliefs. In
today’s world, we may never be asked to shed our
blood in witnessing for our faith. But we do see
character assassinations, mud-slinging and lies
against good people every day in the public
media. And we should be ready to bear the cost.
Nothing, not even our good name, should stop
us from doing what we know to be right.
Here’s the second do. Keep hope alive.
Cultivating a spirit of joy is not an act of selfdeception. It’s a way to acknowledge that God is
on our side, and that human nature, created by
God and despite the damage of original sin, is
also on our side. Nothing is more inspiring than
happy warriors. I’ve never in my life seen a joyfilled pro-abortion event. And I’ve always found
that instructive.
Here’s the third do. Be strategic.
Being sheep in the midst of wolves doesn’t
mean we can also be dumb as rocks. Prolife
organizations are always outspent by pro-abortion forces. Our efforts are dwarfed by their
money. We rarely have their access to friendly
media, foundations and circles of power. But this
can be a blessing disguised as a curse. It forces us
to be creative, long-term thinkers and resourceful
with our modest means.
Being strategic means planning ahead, working together and outsmarting our adversaries. To
achieve these goals, we need a big dose of realism. We should never dream or whine about all
the things we could do with the millions of dollars we don’t have. We need to focus on the real
dollars we do have.
Two fishes and five loaves of bread, well
invested – in other words, given to the Lord -- fed
a multitude. History shows that guerrilla wars, if
well planned and methodically carried out, can
defeat great armies.
And we should never forget that the greatest
“guerrilla” leader of them all wasn’t Mao Zedong
or CheGuevara, but a young shepherd named
David, who became a king.
Here’s the fifth and final do. Remember
that renewing the culture, not gaining power,
is our ultimate goal.
Culture is everything. Culture is our “human
ecology.” It’s the environment where we human
beings breathe not only air, but ideas, beliefs and
values. Getting political power has its short-term
value. But it’s not what prolifers are finally about.
Our real task, and our much longer-term and
more important goal, is to carry out what the late
Pope John Paul II called the “evangelization of
culture.”

We need to work to change the culture. And
that demands a lifelong commitment to education, formation and, ultimately, conversion. Only
genuinely holy persons really change the world.
And therein lies our ultimate victory: If we
change one heart at a time, while we save one
unborn life at a time, the day will come when we
won’t need to worry about saving babies,
because they’ll be surrounded by a loving and
welcoming culture.
Will I see that day with my own eyes? I
don’t think I can hold my breath that long. But
then I never expected to see a Pope from
Argentina or the fall of the Iron Curtain either.
We may not see that day in our own lifetimes,
but the children of your grandchildren will. The
future depends on our choices and actions right
here, right now, tonight -- together.
I want to end with one final thought. I spent
nine happy years of my life as a young bishop in
Rapid City, South Dakota. The reason for that
happiness was the people I served. Dakotans
have a sanity that comes from their closeness to
a very beautiful but also a very hard land. In the
Dakotas, if you behave like a fool in the way you
mistreat the land, or ignore the weather, or
abuse the environment – well, very soon you’re a
dead fool. So Dakotans get character or they get
gone, pretty quickly.
Pennsylvania is a long way from South
Dakota. It has its own beauties and its own problems. But the human realities are very much the
same. Pennsylvanians can be a skeptical breed.
The cultural, legal and political terrain here can
be very rough. It takes people of exceptional
character, people with the courage to fight the
good fight at great personal cost, to endure and
achieve anything good.
A lot of those good people are in this room
tonight. Your character, your faith and your dedication to the sanctity of the human person matter. They matter not just now; and not just here
in our Commonwealth; and not just for the thousands of people your work influences without
even knowing their names. Your commitment to
human life matters eternally, because some lives
will be lived only because your voice at the decisive moment for a young mother made them
possible.
So no matter how tired you get, no matter
how hard the work becomes, no matter who
praises you or who condemns you, the only
thing that finally matters is this: God is good; he
never abandons his people; and because of his
love, and because of the witness of people like
you in the Pennsylvania Pro- Life Federation, the
future is ours. And the best is yet to come.
So may God bless the Pennsylvania Pro-Life
Federation, and send it the supporters and
resources and generous donors it needs,
because we’ve never needed its witness and its
service to human dignity more than we do
today.”

A SPECIAL THANK YOU
TO OUR BANQUET SPONSORS:
PLATINUM:
Joseph and Susan Rogacs (double sponsors)
Catherine Crawford
Alexander R. and Delorose A. Szeles
GOLD:
The Kilmer Group
Pennsylvanians for Human Life—Southwest Educational
Trust Fund
SILVER:
Bathfitter
Citizens Concerned for Human Life, Centre County
Michael and Peggy Ciccocioppo
Dr. Elizabeth E. Frauenhoffer
Historic St. Mary’s Church, Lancaster
Real Alternatives
Empowering Women for Life
1-888-LIFE-AID
Right to Life of Southeast PA
St. Leo the Great Church, Lancaster
www.lovefacts.org
What You Don’t Know Can Hurt You

2017
CELEBRATE LIFE

BANQUET

September 28th • Harrisburg, PA
with keynote by

Ryan Bomberger

Chief Creative Officer, Radiance Foundation
http://www.therediancefoundation.org

Save the Date!!!
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By Michael Ciccocioppo
Executive Director
ciccocioppo@paprolife.org

J

anuary 7, 2002 seems both a lifetime
ago and as if it were just yesterday.
That’s the day a 49- year-old with 31 years
of experience in hospital administration
began his first day as the new Executive
Director of the Pennsylvania Pro-Life
Federation.
As we mark my 15th
anniversary, I have had the
opportunity to travel
extensively across the state
and meet many of you. But
for most of you, I’m that
guy with the hard-to-spell
name who you see in our
publications and on our
website— or whose signature
you see asking for your support or
thanking you for it. Since you have been
so incredibly generous during my
tenure here, I think I owe it to you to
share my story.

Big Family
My mom and dad, Blanche and
Michael, grew up in rural Perry County
in Marysville north of Harrisburg. She
was a farm girl. He was a town kid. They
met in high school, fell in love and
married soon after they graduated. They
named their first child after my dad. So I
became Michael Victor Ciccocioppo, Jr.
Everyone called me Mikie to distinguish
me from Dad. My grandma called me
that ‘till I was 30!
Over the next 19 years my parents
had 15 children, ten boys and five girls.
So from the time I was born until age 19,
my mother brought a baby home from
the hospital on the average of every 12 to
15 months. We were happy to welcome
every brother and sister. Never did my
parents convey any sense that another
child added a burden to their lives. There
was genuine joy and pride in the family
we were becoming.
My dad worked two jobs. He never
complained about the long hours. Years
later he told me he worked hard to make
the best possible life for our family.

Meanwhile, Mom was
plenty busy at home. You can
imagine that keeping up with the
care of one or two little ones in
diapers, cooking, doing laundry, etc.,
seemed never-ending.
Yet, never once did I hear my mom
complain—except maybe when
someone would not follow through with
a chore. But we loved her so much that
when she expressed disappointment
with our behavior, we felt terrible that we
had let her down.
My experience in a big family and
helping take care of little brothers and
sisters gave me a deep appreciation for
the gift of LIFE and the unconditional
love of those precious ones whom the
good Lord puts into our lives. For
me, “pro-life” was never a slogan or
label. It has always been in the
fabric of who I am.
Journey to the Pro-Life Movement
When I graduated from Trinity
High School in Camp Hill in 1970,
the Vietnam War was still going on.
So I enlisted in the U.S. Air Force
and was assigned to Ramstein Air
Base Hospital in Germany where I
began working in hospital
administration.
After the U.S. Supreme Court
legalized abortion in 1973 in Roe v. Wade,
I visited the Dachau Concentration Camp
Memorial Site. Standing in the gas
chambers and the labs where so many
innocent people were callously murdered
or subjected to excruciating medical
experiments that killed them, I
experienced a profound sense of anguish.
But when I reached the end of the
Memorial and saw the sign with the
words “Never Again” written in Yiddish,
French, English, German and Russian, I
felt betrayed. I wrote a letter to the editor
of a newspaper back home, saying the
sign was a lie because of the millions
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killed by abortion.
Peggy O’Grady
was an Air Force
corpsman assigned to my hospital at
Ramstein. We courted a couple of years,
got married and had four children—
three daughters and a son who have
blessed us with five grandsons, so far!
Peggy finished her enlistment and stayed
home to take care of our growing family,
while I moved from the enlisted ranks to
the officer corps.
I received a Bachelor’s Degree in
Business Administration from McKendree
University in Illinois and a Master’s in
Health Administration from Texas’ Baylor
University. My service took me to Air
Force bases in Illinois, Delaware,

Colorado, North Carolina, Italy and
Washington, D.C.
Twenty-one years after my initial
enlistment, I retired in 1991 from the Air
Force at the rank of Major. I accepted a
position as a vice-president at Holy Spirit
Hospital in Camp Hill, near Harrisburg. I
was so blessed to work in a pro-life
hospital whose mission was to “carry out
the healing ministry of Jesus Christ to all
in need.” My duties included
coordinating the Health Care Ethics
Committee and teaching the Ethical and
Religious Directives for Catholic Health
Care Facilities to new employees.

The Call
Perhaps you have a story about a
turning point—that moment when you
decided to do more than just “be” prolife. I find most people in the movement
do.
My moment
came at 6:15 a.m. on
Monday, November
26, 2001, in the
chapel at Holy Spirit
Hospital. I was
listening to the
proclamation of the
Gospel of Luke,
chapter 21. Jesus said
that people giving to
the temple from their excess wealth did
nothing compared to the widow who,
“from her poverty, has offered her whole
livelihood.”
Suddenly, in a compelling and
indescribable way, the Lord challenged
me interiorly and asked, “What are you
willing to give?” I felt He was calling me to
risk my 31-year career in hospital
administration, with its compensation
and perks, by applying to become the
Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federation’s
Executive Director.
I was greatly troubled by this because
I loved my work, my hospital, and my life
as it was. But after my wife
encouraged me to apply, the
Board of Directors offered me the
position. With complete trust in
God’s love and mercy, I accepted
the challenge.
My Philosophy
My philosophy is: Servant
Leadership. My job is not to “call
the shots” and tell others what to
do. I believe in leading by helping
everyone at the Pennsylvania ProLife Federation do what they are
called to do. If all have the
opportunity to follow their calling, then
the organization will follow its calling.
Our visionary board members — who
volunteer their time — have the legal and
fiduciary responsibility to define the
mission and plans for this wonderful
organization. I am privileged and
honored to serve the board and you —
the faithful donors who make our lifesaving work possible.
What was your turning point? I
would love to hear your story. Please send
it to my email address above, or mail it to
our address on page 11.

4800 JONESTOWN RD.
SUITE 102
HARRISBURG, PA 17109
717.541.0034 PHONE
717.541.0073 FAX
lifelines@paprolife.org
www.paprolife.org
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is a grassroots right-to-life organization with members statewide. As the
state affiliate of National Right to Life,
PPLF is committed to promoting the
dignity and value of human life from
conception to natural death and to
restoring legal protection for the
preborn. Through legislation, political
action, education and other legal
means, we proclaim the truth about
abortion, infanticide, and euthanasia.

PENNSYLVANIA PRO-LIFE FEDERATION • LIFELINES WINTER 2016

| 11

2017 NATIONAL RIGHT TO LIFE ORATORY CONTEST

By Matthew Wagner,
Education Director
lifelines@paprolife.org

A

Pregnant?

Call toll free for free, confidential assistance from compassionate
counselors who understand what you're going through and can help
you find the best alternative for you and your family.

Pennsylvania's Real Alternatives hotline:

1-888-LIFE-AID

of April 11, 2017. Pennsylvania
freshmen and sophomores compete
in the novice division while 11th
and 12th graders take part in the
senior division.
This year the grand prize in the
senior division is an all-expense
paid trip to Milwaukee, Wisconsin
to participate in the 2017 National
Right to Life Student Oratory
Contest; runners-up will
receive cash prizes.
For more
information, go to
www.paprolife.org
and click on the
“Student Oratory
Contest” link
under Pro-Life
Events.

Worried? Need Help?
NATIONWIDE PREGNANCY HELP HOTLINES:

CARENET: 1-800-395-HELP
Bethany Christian Services:
1-800-BETHANY
Birthright: 1-800-550-4900

For the help center nearest you, you may also see your local Yellow Pages under "Abortion Alternatives"
or call the Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federation at 717-541-0034.
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s I near my one year
anniversary of working for
the Pennsylvania Pro-Life
Federation, there are a lot of
experiences that stand out to me…
experiences I will never forget!
The first of those experiences
was my coordination of the 2016
Student Essay Contest. I had the
honor and privilege of reviewing
over 200 essays from students in
grades 7-12. I was impressed by
their knowledge and insight on
topics like abortion, euthanasia and
stem cell research. We are starting
to collect essays for our 2017
contest. If you are in grades 7 – 12,
and are a Pennsylvania resident, go
to our website at paprolife.org and
click on the “Student Essay Contest”
link under Pro-Life Events.
You can participate in
this year’s contest
by submitting
your essay
before
Monday,
March 6, 2017.
Cash prizes
are awarded to
the top essays
in both the 7 –
9th grade category
and the 10 – 12th
grade category. Adult
readers, please share this
information with the young
people in your life. I look
forward to more great essays
this year!
Another powerful
experience for me was the
opportunity to attend the
2016 National Right to Life
Oratory Contest. I was

incredibly proud of Pennsylvania
Pro-Life Federation Oratory Contest
winner Jessica Resuta, who
represented the Keystone State in
the national competition.
Legislative/PAC Director Maria
Gallagher attended as well, and
observed this was the best group of
young pro-life speakers she had
ever seen. It was an
encouraging moment,
showcasing some of
the best and
brightest
students in our
country.
If you are
passionate
about the prolife issue and are
in grades 9 –
12th, I
encourage you to
enter this contest
before the deadline

4800 Jonestown Rd. Ste. 102
Harrisburg, PA 17109-1741
www.paprolife.org

Help Pro-Life Students Have Their Voices Heard

LifeLines is a newspaper published
periodically by the Pennsylvania
Pro-Life Federation.
To order additional copies,
call (717) 541-0034 or e-mail
lifelines@paprolife.org.

SIGN UP FOR OUR FREE E-MAIL
NEWSLETTER TODAY!
To receive the FREE e-mail newsletter
PROLIFE ONLINE NEWS,
including periodical news, action alerts and
pro-life commentary, send a "subscribe"
message to lifelines@paprolife.org.
Visit the Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federation's
home page at www.paprolife.org.
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Do you want to know more about the Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federation? Please visit the “ABOUT US” page on our website, www.paprolife.org .
You will see our mission clearly explained. This page includes our positions on the life issues, our nonviolence policy and our political activity guidelines.

