RIP Norma McCorvey

NEWS BRIEFS

Two More Abortion Centers
Fail Inspections

orma
McCorvey,
the woman who
was known as
“Jane Roe” in the
infamous
Supreme Court
case Roe vs.
Wade (which made abortion on
demand legal in all fifty states),
died February 18, 2017. After the
Supreme Court case was decided,
McCorvey realized she had been
taken advantage of by pro-abortion attorneys who were just looking for a case to challenge Texas’
abortion laws.
Ironically, McCorvey
never attended any of
the trial hearing,
including at the
Supreme Court, and
never had an abortion. She became a
pro-life advocate,
and until the day she
Medical Center
Hillcrest Women’s
died, she worked to
overturn the law that
bears her pseudonym.

Hillcrest Women’s Medical Center

A

fter the Kermit Gosnell
“House of Horrors” was
exposed, abortion activists
claimed it was an aberration, and that most centers
were clean and safe. That

two centers,
Hillcrest in
Harrisburg,
and a Planned
Parenthood in
Warminster,
Pennsylvania,

claim fell apart when three
centers closed right after
Act 122 passed in 2011.
The law required abortion centers to submit to
periodic, unannounced
inspections and meet basic
health and safety standards.
Now we are seeing abortion
facilities are still not meeting basic
requirements. Already this year,

PP Exposure Continues

P

lanned Parenthood had a challenging 2016, and 2017 hasn’t
started any better. So far in 2017
Planned Parenthood has seen
> Its INTERNATIONAL
FUNDING OF ABORTION
ELIMINATED thanks to pro-life
President Donald Trump.
> Congress passed, and
President Trump signed, a law
REPEALING the Obama rule
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failed
their inspections, with violations including
expired medical
swabs, inadequate
staffing,

which had prevented states
from defunding Planned
Parenthood.

> NEW VIDEOS SHOWED
PLANNED PARENTHOOD
OFFICIALS ALLEGEDLY
ADMITTING TO KILLING
BABIES WHO SURVIVE AN
ABORTION and callously joking
about gruesome abortions.
> Its annual report for 20152016 showed that while
PLANNED PARENTHOOD IS
DOING MORE ABORTIONS,
•
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and missing
emergency equipment, among other
failures. Thankfully,
the Harrisburg facility
has been subsequently closed
until further notice. But we must
continue to strive for the day when
Roe vs. Wade is overturned and
abortion is not just illegal, but
unthinkable.

the number of other services it
provides CONTINUES TO
DECREASE.

> Congress continues to work on
legislation that will REDIRECT
MONEY CURRENTLY GOING
TO FUND PLANNED
PARENTHOOD TOWARD
FUNDING COMMUNITY
HEALTH CENTERS.
Thank you for your help in exposing the truth about Planned
Parenthood.
C O N T E N T S
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Assisted Suicide Laws
Continue to Fail

T

he good news is, attempts to
pass legislation allowing assisted suicide, or as it is more accurately called, doctor prescribed
suicide, continue to fail. Measures
to legalize assisted suicide in over
30 states, include most recently
Nevada, have floundered.
Unfortunately, the fight is not
over. In New York, legislation permitting assisted suicide is being
considered and similar legislation
has been introduced in Pennsylvania. Sadly, in California—the latest
state to legalize assisted suicide,
over 500 people had requested to
assisted suicide in its first year of
legality.
We need to continue to be diligent to ensure similar legislation
isn’t passed here in Pennsylvania,
and we continue to protect the
most vulnerable among us
through all stages of life.

•
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President’s 1st 100 Days Show
Life is Winning in America!

The 2017 Celebrate Life
Banquet with Ryan Bomberger.

Heroes Are People Who Save
Another They Don’t Even Know.

2016 Pro-Life Student Essay
Contest Winners Announced.

A Pro-Life Supreme Court Nominee
confirmed and other pro-life gains.

Promises to be the pro-life event of
the year you won’t want to miss.

Volunteers and chapter members
make a difference every single day.

Junior and Senior High essayists give Creator of the congenial Umbert the
us hope for America’s future.
Unborn character will be greatly missed.
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Beloved Pro-Life Cartoonist Gary
Cangemi Dies Unexpectedly.

President’s 1 100 Days Show
st

Life is Winning in America!
The selection of highlyrespected pro-life advocates
to key Administration
positions.

T

he year 2017 has given birth
to a series of monumental
pro-life victories which could
help protect preborn babies and
their mothers for years—if not
decades—to come.
What a difference a year
makes! Last year at this time, we
were in the throes of the most
pro-abortion Presidential
Administration on record — one
that spent our hard-earned tax dollars on abortions through the controversial health plan best known as
Obamacare. The Obama years also
brought about federal spending on
organizations that perform or promote abortions overseas, allowing
the U.S. government to expand
abortion worldwide. The nation’s
largest abortion operation—
Planned Parenthood—was literally
in the White House, with its abortion-driven president,
Cecile Richards, treated as
a close adviser to the
President.
But now, those dark
days are mercifully over.
In just the first 100
days in office, pro-life
President Donald Trump
and his pro-life champion Vice President, Mike
Pence, have achieved
significant success in
rolling back the proabortion policies of the
Obama era. In essence,
they are making America safe
for babies and their mothers
again.
As the Vice President insightfully stated at the March for Life in
Washington, D.C., in January, life is
winning in America. Here’s why:

The appointment of Judge
Neil Gorsuch to the U.S.
Supreme Court.
President Trump had said that
he wanted to appoint a Supreme
Court justice in the mold of the
late, great Justice Antonin Scalia.
Seasoned legal experts say he
found just the individual in Judge
Neil Gorsuch. Gorsuch is a strict
constructionist, meaning that he
believes in strictly interpreting the
U.S. Constitution, rather than
inventing “rights” not found there.
While there are never any guarantees about how Supreme Court
Justices will vote in individual
cases, this Justice’s background

indicates
that he
respects
both the law
and life
itself. For
instance, he sided with the Little
Sisters of the Poor and the company Hobby Lobby in their legal challenges to the conscience violations
imposed by Obamacare. In a book
he wrote about assisted suicide,
Gorsuch noted, “Human life is fundamentally and inherently valuable” and that “the intentional taking of human life by private persons is always wrong.”

An end to taxpayer funding
of organizations that engage
in abortion or abortion
promotion overseas.
President Trump has reinstated
what is known as the “Mexico City
Policy.” This policy, first launched
by pro-life President Ronald
Reagan, ensures that a private
organization is not eligible for foreign aid unless it signs a contract
promising not to perform abortions or “actively promote abortion

as a method of family planning.”
The Trump Administration has
also brought back a policy that
directs tax money away from the
United Nations Population Fund.
This fund is notorious for being
complicit in China’s harsh population control program which
includes the human rights violation of forced abortions.

The removal of the administrative shackles preventing
states from defunding Planned
Parenthood, which takes the
lives of more than 320,000
preborn children each year.
President Trump and Congress
worked together to pass a law
which allows individual states to
direct funds from the federal Title X
program away from providers, such
as Planned Parenthood, which are
unsuitable due to a myriad of controversies including taking the lives
of preborn babies; allegedly planning or engaging in the sale of baby
body parts; and allegations of
Medicaid fraud.

In addition to selecting pro-life
hero Mike Pence as his Vice
President, President Trump has
appointed a number of superb prolife experts to positions of great
authority, including Jeff Sessions as
Attorney General, Tom Price as
Secretary of Health and Human
Services, and Nikki Haley as United
Nations Ambassador. For the first
time in history, a Vice President
addressed participants at the annual March for Life, and a high-ranking female administration official,
Kellyanne Conway, shared her prolife convictions with the crowd,
which was estimated to number in
the hundreds of thousands.
As the President of National
Right to Life, Carol Tobias, said,
“Donald Trump ran as a pro-life
candidate and pledged he would
have a pro-life administration, and
he has made good on his word.
President Trump remains steadfast in his pro-life position, and we
are excited by his pro-life accomplishments in his first 100 days in
office. I have no doubt that
President Trump’s leadership on
behalf of the pro-life cause will
continue to not only save lives of
the unborn, but help pave the way
for generations to come.”
The fact that President Trump
and Vice President Pence celebrated their first 100 days in office with
a rally in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania,
signals how important the
Commonwealth is in the rebuilding of pro-life America. The historic appearance demonstrates
that the Keystone State is in fact
key to the fact that life is winning
in America again!

BY

MARIA GALL AGHER

Legislative / PAC Director
gallagher@paprolife.org
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Don’t Miss the 2017 Celebrate Life Banquet
By Michael Ciccocioppo
Executive Director
ciccocioppo@paprolife.org

R

yan Bomberger may not be
a household name to many
in the pro-life community—
but it should be!
I first met Ryan several years ago
at a National Right to Life
Convention. What first struck me

FUN.
BOLD.
CREATIVE.
FEARLESS.
was that he is the oldest of 13 children, and I am the oldest of 15
children. He grew up in south
central Pennsylvania, and so did I.
He has a passion for restoring the
right to life and is dedicating his
life to help achieve that end, and
so am I.
That’s where the similarities
between us end!
Ryan is fun, bold, creative and
fearless. I am determined, cautious, straightforward and measured. Okay, enough about me.
Please plan now to do
yourself a big favor
and register to
attend the 2017
Celebrate Life
Banquet to benefit the life-saving
work of the
Pennsylvania
Pro-Life
Federation
Education
Fund on
Thursday,
September
28th at 6:00
p.m. at the
Hotel Radisson
Harrisburg in
Camp Hill.
Because, nothing I write here will
prepare you for
what you will experience when you participate in person and see
and hear Ryan with
your own eyes and ears!
If you are a regular at prolife events and have heard
many excellent pro-life

speakers, but you haven’t heard
Ryan I guarantee you will walk
away from this Banquet agreeing
with me that you have never seen
or heard anyone quite like Ryan.
If you are the homebody type,
and going out for the evening isn’t
usually your “thing,” Ryan is
unusual enough that if you do it
this one time it will be well worth
this one experience.
I really love Ryan
Bomberger like a brother. I
would not urge you so
unconditionally to come out
on September 28th if I didn’t
believe that you will feel the
same way once you meet
him.
Ryan brings many personal and lived experiences to
the pro-life cause. These
have formed him and given
him so many perspectives.
Let me share just a few.
Ryan’s biological mother was
raped. She courageously decided
to give him a
chance at life,
even
though she
was not in
a position
to care for
him as she
believed he
deserved.
Ryan was
adopted
when
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inspire others to emulate the
he was only six weeks old and
qualities of the honorees and to
grew up in a loving Christian famwork even harder to restore the
ily in Lancaster County.
right to life.
Ryan is one of his parent’s 13
Please don’t miss the opportuchildren. Three are their biologinity come and see and hear about
cal children. They adopted the
the outstanding Pennsylvania
other ten, including Ryan.
pro-lifers who will humbly
Ryan’s remarkable family
accept the gratitude of
includes siblings of a
the entire state at the
variety of ethnicities,
2017 Celebrate Life
which has given him
Banquet.
a great appreciation
The Reverend
for diversity.
Doctor Herbert H.
Ryan married his
Lusk, II will receive
wife, Bethany, and
the 2017
then adopted her
Pennsylvania Prodaughter—becomLife Lifetime
ing an adoptive
Achievement Award.
father himself.
Pastor Lusk has been
Can you begin to see
the Senior Pastor of
how Ryan’s passion for
Greater Exodus
the right to life of
Rev. Dr. Herbert H. Lusk, II
Baptist Church in
every preborn baby
Philadelphia since 1982. Since
crystallizes in ways that neither
1989 he has also been the Founder
you nor I can begin to imagine.
and CEO of People for People
Today, Ryan is an Emmy®
(PFP), Inc, the community develAward-winning Creative
opment arm of Great Exodus
Professional who founded The
Baptist Church.
Radiance Foundation, a lifeUnder his vision and leadership,
affirming nonprofit, along with
PFP transformed what was forBethany.
merly a row-house/store front
I can tell you that this young
into the HOPE Pregnancy Center
man is a broadcast media designfor those facing unexpected preger, producer, columnist, passionnancies in the heart of a city filled
ate factivist, international public
with abortion centers.
speaker and author.
Pastor Lusk has a particular conBut I can’t tell you what he is
cern for the way the abortion
going to say on September 28th
industry targets Africanin the Capital of the
American communities in our
Commonwealth where he grew
cities and aborts a devastating
up. You must come and hear him
number of Black babies at much
for yourself!
higher rates than any other race.
Please don’t miss this rare
I have stood with Pastor Lusk at
opportunity.
his pulpit as he boldly preached
the evils of abortion in our socieANNUAL PRO-LIFE AWARDS
ty. I have marched with Pastor
Lusk through the streets of
ach year the Board of Directors
Philadelphia with hundreds of
of the Pennsylvania Pro-Life
other African-Americans as a
Federation chooses deserving propeaceful witness to the killing of
lifers to be singled out before the
so many pre-born babies in the
state and the world. The Board
City of Brotherly Love. I have
recognizes that pro-lifers are selfattended pro-life events he has
less people who seek no recognisponsored, bringing in experts
tion for themselves, but desire
from across the nation to educate
only to save innocent lives. The
the public about the horrors of
Board gives these awards to

E

WHAT: 2017 Celebrate Life Banquet
WHEN: Thursday, September 28, 2017, 6:00 – 8:30 p.m.
WHERE: Hotel Radisson Harrisburg, 1150 Camp Hill Bypass, Camp Hill PA
COST: $50 per person; Sponsorships from $500 to $5,000
HOW: Register online at
www.paprolife.org/state-events or call 717-541-0034
or write to
PA Pro-Life Federation, 4800 Jonestown Rd, Harrisburg PA 17109

abortion in the city where Kermit
Gosnell committed unspeakable
atrocities in his abortion facility.
As Pastor Lusk, a former running
back for the Philadelphia Eagles
who left the team to answer the
Lord’s call to ministry, begins to
ease out of major leadership roles,
it is a fitting time to recognize his
lifetime of achievements and his
unwavering support for the right
to life.
Next, Doctor Theresa Burke will
receive the 2017 Pennsylvania ProLife Leadership Award.
Dr. Burke is the Founder of
Rachel’s Vineyard Ministries, the
largest post abortion ministry in
the world. In 1995 four places in
Philadelphia were offering Rachel’s
Vineyard retreats. Since then the
Rachel’s Vineyard model has spread

Dr. Theresa Burke

to 80 countries in 37 languages.
Today, volunteers throughout the
world have been agents of God’s
love bringing hope and healing to
post-abortive women and men.
Rachel’s Vineyard is a ministry of
Priests for Life/Gospel of Life
Ministries.
I first met Dr. Burke several years
ago when she conducted a daylong workshop on post-abortion

Life is Winning!
F
or the past six years, the
Pennsylvania Pro-Life
Federation has traveled all
over the state providing the latest
in pro-life news. During each of
those Pro-Life Town Hall Meetings
we were under the administration
of pro-abortion President Obama.
That all changed this year with the
election of pro-life President
Donald Trump and Vice President
Mike Pence.
In addition to the usual air of
determination and dedication,
there was an air of excitement and
enthusiasm that matched our
theme of “Life is Winning,”
derived from Vice President Mike
Pence’s speech at the 2017 March
for Life in which he was the firstever sitting Vice President to
address the March.

This year Executive Director
Michael Ciccocioppo started the
Pro-Life Town Hall meetings by
expanding on the “Life is Winning”
theme. He began by talking about
Philadelphia abortionist Kermit
Gosnell who was exposed for his
“House of Horrors” in 2009. That
may seem like an odd topic when
the subject is “Life is Winning,” but
Michael went on to explain how
the Gosnell trial exposed the abortion industry for the horrific and
gruesome practice it is and how
since then, many pro-life laws have
been passed. These laws include
Pennsylvania’s own Act 122, which
requires abortion facilities to meet
the same basic health and safety
standards as outpatient surgical
centers, and many other pro-life

healing and the Rachel’s Vineyard
model. What struck me to my core
was this icon in the pro-life community, this esteemed researcher
and author, this person who really
exposed the truth about the
immense suffering physically, psychologically, socially and spiritually, was this humble, beautiful lady
from Philadelphia who just wanted to do what the good Lord called
her to do.
Imagine that the tremendous
growth of Rachel’s Vineyard has
been powered by the vision of Dr.
Theresa Burke leading a mighty
staff of three people along with
300,000 volunteers throughout the
world! This leadership shines as a
beacon to everyone in the pro-life
movement who has ever had a
vision for bringing an end to

attacks on the right to life from
abortion, infanticide or euthanasia.
This leadership deserves our
esteem and emulation!
DO IT TODAY !
Please don’t put it off. Register
today for the 2017 Celebrate Life
Banquet and be prepared to learn
and to be inspired. Better yet,
sponsor a table and invite your
family and friends to do the same.

laws across the country.
Education Director Matthew
Wagner flipped the proverbial coin
and talked about how death is losing. Specifically, he talked about
Planned Parenthood’s relationship
with death, and how its bloody and
diabolical marketing plan is failing
thanks to advances in medical science and technology.
Michael followed up by continuing the “Life is Winning” theme
by talking about the way doctorprescribed suicide legislation has
been defeated across the country,
protecting the terminally sick and
disabled among us. He then made
the bold prediction that the
Supreme Court case in which abortion was legalized, Roe vs. Wade,
will be overturned in the next 10
years. But even when it is, we still
have much work to do to change
people’s hearts and minds to make
abortion, infanticide, and euthanasia unthinkable.

Matthew then discussed how
the fake news that perpetuates the
lies of abortion, infanticide, and
euthanasia is failing. He gave
some recent examples of fake news
failing, and provided participants
some ideas of how pro-lifers can
use both social media and earned
media to make sure fake news continues to fail and the truth about
abortion, infanticide, and euthanasia spreads so we can continue to
change people’s hearts and minds.
Make sure you keep an eye on
our website at www.paprolife.org
to see if there is a pro-life town hall
event happening near you. If you
don’t see one, and want to host
one, contact Executive Director
Michael Ciccocioppo by calling
717-541-0034 to talk about planning an event in your area and
learning more about the many
ways life is winning!

More about Ryan Bomberger is at
www.theradiancefoundation.org
More about Rev. Dr. Lusk is at
www.gebch.com
More about Dr. Burke is at
www.rachelsvineyard.org
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Who, or what, do you think of when someone says the word “Hero”?
I would say the best definition is someone who saves another he or she doesn’t even know. That’s why I consider
the volunteers of our nearly 40 chapters statewide to be heroes — they are constantly devoting themselves to be
a voice for those who most need protection, whether they know that vulnerable person or not.

I

BY

M AT T H E W W A G N E R
Education Director
lifelines@paprolife.org

recently had an opportunity to
talk with a few such volunteers
and find out from them what
makes them
so diligent
in their
efforts for
life.
Our first
pro-life
hero is
Joanne Meehan
Joanne
Meehan. Joanne is active with the
Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federation
chapter in Chambersburg, Life
30:19. She has been involved in the
pro-life movement since her first
participation in the March for Life
when she was 13. She talked about
how her experience with the local
chapter has helped her become
more active in the community by
being visible at local festivals and
fairs and educating people on the
humanity of the pre-born and help
for those suffering from post-

6 | LIFELIN E S S U M M E R 2 0 1 7 • P E N N S Y LVA N I A P R O - LIFE FEDERATION

abortive stress syndrome. She
wanted to remind her fellow prolifers we are on the correct side of
history but that abortion activists
need our prayers. Often abortion
activists are victims of a society that
promotes a culture of death and we
should not have an “us vs. them”
mentality but work to meet them
where they are. Finally, her advice
to someone considering getting
involved in pro-life is to give your
time. Your reward will be great!
Our next pro-life hero is Pamela
Lucas. Pam has been active with
the Pennsylvania Pro-Life

Pamela Lucas

Federation chapter in Bedford,
Citizens Concerned for Human Life
Bedford County and is currently
the chapter treasurer. While being
pro-life since college, Pamela
remembers getting more involved
when she attended an organizational meeting the Federation facilitated in Bedford in the early 2000’s.
She says her involvement started
slowly, but grew over time and as it
has grown so have her excitement
and commitment to the pro-life
cause. Her favorite activities are
the banquets (both the chapter
banquets and the Pennsylvania
Pro-Life Federation Celebrate Life
Banquet) and the March for Life in
Washington, D.C. One of her
favorite pro-life memories is of
when Pam and her husband were
helping with a pro-life table at a
local fair. A young abortion activist
came over to try to convert them.
They were able to counter his arguments and give him some food for

• RECENT CHAPTER EVENTS AROUND THE STATE •
thought. She recommends people
Bethlehem-Easton
looking to get involved in the prolife movement start by finding
something that interests them within a local pro-life group and growing
from there.
Our final pro-life hero is Eleanor
Beighe, the Corresponding
Secretary for the Pennsylvanians for
Human Life Bethlehem/Easton
Chapter, the Pennsylvania Pro-Life
Federation chapter in Northampton
County. Her involvement in pro-life
started with writing pro-life letters
to the editor
Life 30:19 at the Shippensburg Fair
and eventually
grew into putting out the
chapter’s
newsletter,
along with
coordinating
Eleanor Beighe
events for the
chapter, organizing the chapter’s
pro-life booth at fairs, and being the
chapter’s Corresponding Secretary.
She loves reminding pregnant
mothers considering abortion that
there is a lot of help available to
Life 30:19 at the Shippensburg Fair
them such as housing, medical care,
etc.
Joanne, Pamela, and Eleanor
are just a few of the pro-life
heroes we have as volunteers
across the state. These volunteers
perform acts of heroism such as,
writing letters to the editor and
editorials, organizing pro-life
efforts in their church, and much,
much more. If you are interested
in being a pro-life hero yourself,
please consider joining your
local chapter. A list of chapters, including contact inforENCLOSED IS MY GIFT OF:
mation, can be found on our
o $15 o $25 o $50 o $100 o $500 o Other $_______
website www.paprolife.org

Bedford March for Life

Bedford Fair

YES! I WANT TO HELP PREBORN CHILDREN AND THEIR MOTHERS!

THIS GIFT IS FOR: o PA Pro-Life Federation, Inc. (Not tax deductible)
o PA Pro-Life Federation Educational Fund (Tax deductible)
Payment by: o Check o Mastercard o VISA o Discover
ACCOUNT #: ______________________________________________________________
EXP. DATE ________________________3-DIGIT SECURITY CODE____________________
SIGNATURE ________________________________________________________________
NAME:____________________________________________________________________

IN MEMORY OF: ________________________________________________
IN HONOR OF: __________________________________________________
GIFT PRESENTED BY: ____________________________________________

Send letter of acknowledgment to:
NAME: ______________________________________________________
ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________
CITY/STATE/ZIP: __________________________________________

ADDRESS: ________________________________________________________________ o I will give online by visiting www.paprolife.org and clicking on the
red “Donate” and completing the form with my credit card info. I
will enter “LifeLines” in the field that says “Optional
CITY/STATE/ZIP: ____________________________________________________________
Instructions/Questions.”
PHONE: __________________________________________________________________ o I want to join the Life Support Team by pledging $ _________ per
o month o quarter
EMAIL: __________________________________________________________________ o Please send me the “A Legacy of Life” brochure on charitable
bequests for the Federation

Please clip this Lifelines coupon and send it with your donation to:

PA PRO-LIFE FEDERATION, INC. • 4800 Jonestown Rd. Suite 102 • Harrisburg, PA 17109-1741
Gifts to the general fund are not tax deductible. However, you may make tax-deductible contributions to the PA Pro-Life Federation Educational
Fund. Official registration and financial information may be obtained from the Pennsylvania Department of State by calling toll free, within PA,
1-800-732-0999. Registration does not imply endorsement.

(Clip and mail with your gift.)

by clicking on the “join one”
link under the “Chapters”
heading. If there is not one
in your area, consider calling
the Pennsylvania Pro-Life
Federation at 717-541-0034
and we will be happy to
speak with you about starting one and helping you
remind those around you
that there is always a reason
to choose life!

o THIS IS MY “GIFT FOR LIFE.” The enclosed gift is:
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2017 SENIOR HIGH PRO-LIFE ESSAY WINNERS

No Need to Search for Marvels.
by Olivia R. Keller

H
Olivia R. Keller
1st Place Essay WInner

Teresa Roeder
2nd Place Essay Winner

Gabrielle Laponte
3rd Place Essay Winner

ow spectacularly groundbreaking and marvelous
would it be to discover life
other than that on Earth?
Uncovering extraterrestrial life
forms or “alien” life from a distant
planet orbiting another sun-like
star within the vastness of our
universe has been one of NASA’s
greatest fascinations, goals, and
most currently priorities.
Recently on February 22nd
2017, NASA’s Spitzer Telescope
discovered a seven-planet system
orbiting a sun-sized star approximately forty light years away from
Earth. Out of the TRAPPIST-1 system’s seven planets, three of these
planets bear probable conditions
for the sustention of extraterrestrial life and are in the “habitable
zone”, meaning that they appear
to have the conditions to potentially possess liquid water on their
surfaces which ultimately could
be a determinant for hypothetical
existing life. According to Thomas
Zurbuchen, an associate administrator of NASA’s Science Mission
Directorate in Washington,
“Answering the question ‘are we
alone’ is a top science priority
and finding so many planets like
these for the first time in the habitable zone is a remarkable step
forward toward that goal”.
Although future space exploration’s priority is to discover new
life and things or beings that are
different and more exotic than
humans, that is simply the only
driving motive behind NASA’s
entire operation. The world is fascinated with the idea of poten-
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tially discovering extraterrestrial
life, but ironically, is not entirely
concerned with giving admittance to the newly conceived of
their very own kind right here on
Earth. Unfortunately in today’s
world, it has become of greater
concern to seek the realms of the
unknown universe for something
that can easily be found right
here on Earth: infant life. Why is
it that we as humans take infant
life for granted?
According to 2013 United
States abortion statistics, approximately one third of all female
teenagers in the United States
alone receive abortions upon
finding out that they are pregnant. Abortions nowadays have
even been perceived to the extent
of essentially being a form of contraceptive. What those who
choose to undergo this process
fail to realize is that not only are
they completely destroying infant
life, but they are also throwing
away a physical part of them that
they can never get back.
Those who have abortions,
generally speaking, say they are
not ready to bring a baby into the
world. We as humans are scared
of bringing our own kind into
existence, yet we are resilient to
seeking new life from infinity and
beyond. There is no need to
search aimlessly for marvels
when we are throwing away
about 699,202 in the United
States each year.
Ask almost any parent and
they will tell you that their children are the “apple of their eye”,
“light of their life”, “the sun in
their sky”, and singlehandedly the

most important priority in their
life. True priorities are showing
respect for and appreciating existing life, things this world has
become accustomed to lack. Only
a parent knows the unconditional
love they have for their children,
and most would not trade that
love for the world!
There is no clear-cut path to
ending abortion, but the rate at
which the procedure occurs
across our nation can be reduced
if the world can learn to appreciate infant life in its entirety. We
learn so much from even the earliest forms of our kind’s youth.
Innocence, gentleness, vulnerability, peace, love, comfort, trust,
and dependence are qualities
infants can provide to those who
love them (more specifically parents). If more parents openly
shared their love for their newly
born and their children in general with those whom are contemplating an abortion, some
women would change their
anticipated and ultimately
destructive avenue.
We as a society must have a
change of heart in order to reevaluate our priorities. We are scouring thousands of galaxies for new
life, and aborting the one thing
that will essentially be a mother
and father’s entire universe. We
choose to ignore new life here on
earth. The bonds and love
between child and parent are
stronger than gravity itself. If this
love were shared more openly
with those who lack it, sturdier
priorities to appreciate human life
could be established. Infants are
love. They are a marvel.

2017 JUNIOR HIGH PRO-LIFE ESSAY WINNERS

Do I Have a Right to Kill
Anyone Whom I Choose?
Do I Have a Right to Kill
Someone Who is Weaker
Than I Am?
Do I Have a Right
to Kill YOU?

Do I Have a Right to Kill You?
by Grace M. Jacobs

I
Grace M. Jacobs
1st Place Essay WInner

Caroline DiNello
2nd Place Essay Winner

f I asked one of these questions to someone on the street
they would say “NO!” and
may be extremely terrified of me.
They might even report me to
authorities, and they would be
right to do so. The scary thought
is that in our world today people
have gained the ability to do this
very thing; to kill the unborn
baby, the most vulnerable, innocent member of our society. How
do they justify this abominable
act? I have heard countless arguments.
One common argument is
“Abortion helps women.” This
statement is in no way, shape, or
form true. In fact, abortion is one
of the biggest destroyers of
women’s mental and physical
health, lives, and dignity.
Abortion, most importantly,
murders the baby; which half the
time is a woman. The mothers of
the aborted babies can get deadly infections, or injuries which,

in some cases, may kill her. They
also feel great remorse for what
they have done. This can lead to
depression, drugs, alcoholism,
addiction, and suicide. Abortion
also causes broken relationships
for the mothers. So saying that
abortion helps women is not
only a lie, but an insult to
women. Few other things in the
world are more harmful to
women than abortion.
Another statement is “It’s
just a blob of tissue.” With the
improvement of ultrasound technology and the continuation of
scientific research it is now
proven that before birth a baby
has a heartbeat, its own DNA,
brain, gender, and blood type.
Scientists have pricked unborn
infants and proved that they feel
pain, which means that they
have their own reflex capabilities
separate from their mother. Nonliving things do not have independent motion. If this blob is
not a human being then why do
so many women regret their

Pregnant?

Call toll free for free, confidential assistance from compassionate
counselors who understand what you're going through and can help
you find the best alternative for you and your family.

Pennsylvania's Real Alternatives hotline:
Marie-Therese Heil
3rd Place Essay Winner

1-888-LIFE-AID

abortion? People do not regret
removing a tumor.
A third comment is “Women
should have a choice to do what
they want with their bodies.”
This statement may be true in
many cases but not in the case of
abortion because the unborn
child is not her own body. A person does not have a right to kill,
depending on location or size, so
neither does a mother have a
right to kill a baby spending the
first few months of their life
inside of her. The choice that
women make pertaining to abortion is choice about another person, and violates that person’s
rights. She is not killing her own
body.
These and other arguments
in no way justify abortion.
Indirectly they are saying that
people have a right to kill. We
must never stop fighting these
arguments. No matter what size
or location, everyone has a right
to life.

Worried? Need Help?
NATIONWIDE PREGNANCY HELP HOTLINES:

CARENET: 1-800-395-HELP
Bethany Christian Services:
1-800-BETHANY
Birthright: 1-800-550-4900

For the help center nearest you, you may also see your local Yellow Pages under "Abortion Alternatives"
or call the Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federation at 717-541-0034.
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The Obstructionist: Governor Wolf Tries to Block
Efforts to Save Babies and Mothers from Harm

BY

tionist, many dedicated pro-life
legislators remain undaunted.
The chair of the House Pro-Life
Caucus, Rep. Kathy Rapp (RCrawford, Forest, and Warren
Counties), has pledged that her
chamber will pass pro-life legislation this session. And a number of
her fellow representatives, along
with influential senators, are
determined to work together to
send a bill protecting pregnant
women and their babies to the
Governor’s desk.

MARIA GALL AGHER

Legislative / PAC Director
gallagher@paprolife.org

Most People Want to End
Dismemberment Abortions!

A

“tweet” sounds innocent
enough. But on the World
Wide Web, the term used to
make a pronouncement on the
social media platform known as
Twitter can have profoundly dangerous implications for preborn
children, their mothers, fathers,
and the rest of their families.

The Governor’s Twitter
Tirade

Pro-Abortion Governor Tom
Wolf has taken to Twitter to launch
a barrage of attacks against common sense measures aimed at protecting Pennsylvania citizens from
the irreparable harm of abortion.
Time after time, in tweet after
tweet, the former Planned Parenthood clinic escort has vowed to
veto any bill that would ban the
gruesome practice of dismemberment abortion, change the legal
limit for abortion, or take tax dollars away from the abortion giant
Planned Parenthood.
And his Twitter tirades have
had a chilling effect on life-affirming legislation. For instance, during the last legislative session, the
Pennsylvania House of Representatives passed a bill which would
1.) stop brutal dismemberment
abortions, in which babies are
torn limb by limb from their mothers’ wombs and 2.) change the
legal limit for abortions from six
months’ to five months’ gestation
to reflect the miraculous strides
that doctors have made in saving
the lives of premature infants.
But the bill failed to receive a
floor vote in the Senate, after it
was clear that the Governor would
refuse to sign the bill into law and
that a number of Senators did not
want to vote on a bill that faced
certain death-by-veto.

 A screen shot of Governor Wolf’s

FaceBook page post from April 26th

stating his intent to veto any legislation
intended to defund – and will always
stand with Planned Parenthood.

Obstructing Pro-Life Progress
And Governor Wolf continues
to stand in the way of pro-life
progress. This year, the Senat-

courageously passed a dismemberment/20-week ban in Senate
Bill 3. But again the Governor has
launched a social media blitz
against the protective legislation,
even going so far as to co-host a
Facebook Live bill-bashing event
with Planned Parenthood President Cecile Richards.
But while the Governor has
positioned himself as an obstruc-

THE GRISLY DISMEMBERMENT ABORTION PROCEDURE:
The fetal body parts are grasped at random with a large
toothhead forceps, ripped from the body, the head is crushed
and pulled out through the vaginal canal.
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A statewide poll showed that
the vast majority of Pennsylvanians — Republicans, Democrats,
and Independents — support a
ban on grisly dismemberment
abortions. Support is, in fact,
higher among women than men.
It is clearly the will of the people
that this barbaric practice be
outlawed.
Will the Governor follow the
will of a majority of Pennsylvania citizens and sign a bill
shielding women and children
from the dangers of dismemberment abortions? Or will he continue to play the part of an
obstructionist, doing the bidding
of Planned Parenthood and its
allies in the abortion industry?
Time will tell. But months
before the expected launch of his
re-election campaign, if Gov. Wolf
vetoes life-affirming legislation,
he could be signing the death
warrant of his Administration.
Because the Pennsylvanians who
helped elect pro-life President
Donald Trump—including a
number of Democrats—may be
reluctant to pull the lever for a
man who will not even defend a
child from being torn apart
before birth.
Not even Planned Parenthood
and their millions may be able to
save Gov. Wolf from a Trump
supporter tidal wave on Election
Day in 2018.

4800 JONESTOWN RD.
SUITE 102
HARRISBURG, PA 17109
717.541.0034 PHONE
717.541.0073 FAX

In Memory of:

Given By:

Aborted Children ............................Richard & Katherine Aukerman
Jacqueline E. Alfery ............................................Max & Ruth Alfery
Jacqueline E. Alfery ................................George & Barbara Dorfner
Jacqueline E. Alfery ..................................Martin & Audrey Dorfner
Jacqueline E. Alfery..............................................Sylvia D. Hancock
Jacqueline E. Alfery ....................................Fred & Patricia Richards
Jacqueline E. Alfery ....................................................John Solovey
Jacqueline E. Alfery ................................Albert & Helen Stallknecht
Diann Andre............................................................Elaine J. Couch
June Ayers ..................................................................Judith Hucik
Helen M. Behe............................................................Joseph Behe
Helen M. Behe............................................................Joseph Behe
Helen M. Behe............................................................Joseph Behe
Helen M. Behe............................................................Joseph Behe
Helen M. Behe............................................................Joseph Behe
Helen M. Behe ........................................................Donna Lanatto
Helen M. Behe ..............................................................Colby Lark
Helen M. Behe ............................................PA Pro-Life Federation
Jane Beynon......................................................Rose Ann Gaetano
Barbara K. Bohan ..................................................Dennis J. Bohan
Jeffrey L. Bostic........................................................Joan M. Bostic
Gary L. Cangemi ................................Mike Cangemi’s Friends and
Coworkers at I-Tech
Cary L. Cangemi ..........................................PA Pro-Life Federation
Cary L. Cangemi ........................................Joseph & Susan Rogacs
Frank Castellano................................................Rose Ann Gaetano
Lt. Col. Thomas Geoghan, USAF (Ret) ....................Robert Boehner
Rita M. Harrison ..................................................Mary Jane Baker
Rita M. Harrison ......................................Angelina M. Colantuono
Rita M. Harrison ..............................................Thomas C. DeMusis
Rita M. Harrison ......................................................Jane Johnston
Rita M. Harrison ................................St. Laurence Pre-Cana Group
Rita M. Harrison ....................................................David L. Tanzola
Mary A. Heagy......................................................Joel Seth Alsdorf
Mary A. Heagy ..................................................Carl & Della Grubb
Mary A. Heagy ......................................Edward & Geraldine Heagy
Mary A. Heagy ..................................LU Department of Counselor
Education & Family Studies
Mary A. Heagy ..............St. Thomas More House of Prayer Families
Patrick Keelan ......................................Richard & Geraldine Cortes
Anna Kirsch ............................................Ronald & Rachel Baldwin
David C. Levy..........................................................Eileen T. Krause
Mike Linardi ..............................................Al & Patricia Martinoski

Joanne Loch ............................................Parnell & Mary Donahue
Joanne Loch..........................................................Dorothy B. Kane
Joanne Loch ............................................................Cathy Peoples
Emily Makowski ......................................................Elaine J. Couch
Zachary Malek ..............................................Francis & Mary Malek
Jane McAnulty ........................................Ronald & Rachel Baldwin
Kathleen McDermott ..................................Mark & Bridget Yahner
Daniel A. Mercer ....................................Mr. & Mrs. John E. Mercer
Josephine Mrazik ....................................Mr. & Mrs. Mark S. Fenice
Bernadette Murphy............................................Edward A. Murphy
Bertha Peachey ....................................................Caleb J. Peachey
Thomas Rafferty............................................Mrs. Mary T. McDevitt
Robert L. Rice............................................................William Chen
Robert L. Rice ..............................................PA Pro-Life Federation
Genevieve Stanley..............................................Christine D. Tutton
Regina Sweeney ..........................Joseph & Susan Koehle & Family
Alex R. Szeles....................................Michael & Peggy Ciccocioppo
Alex R. Szeles..........................................................Norman Hoffer
Alex R. Szeles ..............................................PA Pro-Life Federation
Alex R. Szeles ............................................Joseph & Susan Rogacs
Alex R. Szeles ........................................Patrick & Michela Rozman
Alex R. Szeles ..........................................................Mary M. Smith
Those Lost By Stillbirth/Miscarry ..........Raymond & Lorraine Geckle
Eugene Turko....................................................Ann M. Novajovsky
Joan Turko........................................................Ann M. Novajovsky
Fern Wagner ................................................................Anonymous
Fern Wagner ..........................................Dennis & Eleanor Wagner
Mary Claire Weaver ......................................Marian M. Sneeringer
Helen Wolf ................................................................Carol Burton
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In Honor of:

Given By:

Representative Matthew Baker ..........................Maria V. Gallagher
Scout Eckley’s 4th Birthday ......................John & Rosanne Gingrich
Grayson and Rowen, two great grandchildren ........Pauline Bogdan
Mothers of Aborted Children ..........Richard & Katherine Aukerman
Peter J. Paoli ..............................................................Mary J. Paoli
Michael Prestipino............................................David M. Prestipino
Elmer & Veronica Rolla’s
60th Wedding Anniversary ....................Mr. & Mrs. Mark S. Fenice
Richard & Therese Van Keuren ............................Linda Van Keuren
Our niece, Megan Vareha, whose passion for this cause
is inspiring! ..........................................................Laura Nicolazzo
Piper Jade Yoder’s 3rd Birthday................John & Rosanne Gingrich

Your Special Gifts of Any Amount

Will Memorialize or Honor Those Who Are Very Special to You —
While Supporting Life-Saving Efforts to

Protect Those Who Are Most Vulnerable Among Us.
Please Help Us Help Others Learn About the Life-Giving Alternatives to Abortion,
Euthanasia, and Assisted Suicide. There’s Always a Reason to Choose Life!

MICHAEL V. CICCOCIOPPO
Executive Director
MARIA GALLAGHER
Legislative / PAC Director
MATTHEW WAGNER
Education Director / Editor
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The Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federation
is a grassroots right-to-life organization with members statewide. As the
state affiliate of National Right to Life,
PPLF is committed to promoting the
dignity and value of human life from
conception to natural death and to
restoring legal protection for the
preborn. Through legislation, political
action, education and other legal
means, we proclaim the truth about
abortion, infanticide, and euthanasia.
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Gary Cangemi Died Unexpectedly Saturday, March 18, 2017
4800 Jonestown Rd. Ste. 102
Harrisburg, PA 17109-1741
www.paprolife.org

Pro-Life Cartoonist Created Congenial

“Umbert the Unborn”

T

he pro-life movement
in Pennsylvania and
the nation suffered a
great loss on Saturday,
March 18, 2017 when Gary L.
Cangemi died at the age of
62 in Scranton.

Early in my tenure in 2002 as
executive director of the Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federation I met
Gary and we were immediately
drawn to each other by our passion
to end the killing of innocent
babies in their mother’s wombs,
and by our mutual Italian heritage!
Gary introduced me to the
character he created in 2001,
Umbert the Unborn. Umbert developed into a nationally syndicated
comic strip, a parade float for our
chapter in Lackawanna County,
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By Michael Ciccocioppo
Executive Director,
Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federation
ciccocioppo@paprolife.org

Pennsylvanians for Human Life
Scranton Chapter, an annual workshop at the National Right to Life
Convention, comic books and
trading cards to name a few.
The first time I attended one of
Gary’s workshops, I was struck by
how he could use little Umbert and
his preborn pals to both entertain
the audience and to make them
think about the reality of all preborn babies growing and developing as they awaited their transition
to the world outside comfy womb
life. During his workshops, Gary
would start with a blank sheet of
paper. Then he would elicit ideas
from the audience until he developed a brand new four panel
comic strip featuring Umbert that
always made everyone laugh and
think at the same time.
Gary was a determined activist
for the pro-life movement and an
important member of the Scranton
Chapter. He was a talented artist
and writer who was generous to
the Chapter in helping educate
pro-lifers and the general public
about working toward the day
when abortion will be unthinkable
in our state and the nation.
The board of directors, members, staff and volunteers of the
Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federation
are deeply grateful for the life of
Gary Cangemi and extend our
most since sympathies to his loving wife, children, sisters and
brothers. He is deeply missed!
To send a message of condolence
to the Pennsylvanians for Human
Life, Scranton Chapter email them
at: email@prolifescranton.org .

LifeLines is a newspaper published
periodically by the Pennsylvania
Pro-Life Federation.
To order additional copies,
call (717) 541-0034 or e-mail
lifelines@paprolife.org.

SIGN UP FOR OUR FREE E-MAIL
NEWSLETTER TODAY!
To receive the FREE e-mail newsletter
PROLIFE ONLINE NEWS,
including periodical news, action alerts and
pro-life commentary, send a "subscribe"
message to lifelines@paprolife.org.
Visit the Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federation's
home page at www.paprolife.org.
12 | LIFELIN E S S U M M E R 2 0 1 7 • P E N N S Y LVA N I A P R O -LIFE FEDERATION
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Do you want to know more about the Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federation? Please visit the “ABOUT US” page on our website, www.paprolife.org .
You will see our mission clearly explained. This page includes our positions on the life issues, our nonviolence policy and our political activity guidelines.

