


Diamond & Silk to Headline 
Celebrate Life Banquet 
PA Pro-Life Federation Celebrates 40 
Years – protecting babies and women.

CHildren with Down Syndrome 
Need Protection! The importance 
of the Down Syndrome Protection Act. 
Ask your state senator to support it.

Life Lessons from My Mother 
Bonnie Finnerty, PA Pro-Life 
Federation’s new Education Director 
shares great lessons she has learned.

Pro-Life Movies: Media 
Making A Difference! The 
movie “Unplanned” is making a great 
impact locally and around the country.

Campaign Against Assisted 
Suicide Achieves Many Victories. 
But the Fight Continues. 
Join us in the effort to protect life.
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Choose Life Plates for     
Cars and Motorcycles 

PennDOT now offers official 
PA CHOOSE LIFE license 
plates for cars and 

motorcycles.  You can say 
CHOOSE LIFE to everyone behind 
you on the road.  Maybe someone 
on the way to get an abortion will 
see it and turn back!  To apply go 
to www.paprolife.org and click on 

the sample plate at the bottom 
right corner and complete the 
application online.  If you 
prefer, call the PA Pro-Life 
Federation headquarters in 
Harrisburg at   717-541-0034 and 
ask our friendly staff to mail you 
a paper application. 

–––––———————–––––––––––—— 
Oratory Contest Winners 
Announced 

The Pennsylvania Pro-Life 
Federation is pleased to 
announce the winners of 

our annual oratory contest. 
Capturing 1st place in the senior 
high division is 12th grader 

Natividad 
Cahill, while 
12th grader 
Nathalia Ulsh 
won 2nd place 
and 12th grader 
Genevieve 
Sicree earned 
3rd place 
honors. 

Meanwhile, in the junior high 
category, 10th grader Wenjing Guo 
achieved 1st place and 9th grader 
John Sicree won 2nd place.  

Natividad Cahill will go on to 
compete at the national contest at 
the National Right to Life 
Convention in Charleston, South 
Carolina in July. Congratulations 
to all our winners! 

•   T A B L E  O F  C O N T E N T S   •

Society of St. Sebastian 
Awards Maria Gallagher 
“Fellow for the 
Year 2019” 

The Society of 
St. Sebastian 
has honored 

Legislative Director, 
Maria Gallagher, 

with the designation of FELLOW 
FOR THE YEAR 2019 for her policy 
and cultural insights that 
contribute to the Culture of Life.   

Articles authored by Maria 
“have added immeasurable 
understanding for those who are 
seeking to become more deeply 
informed of the various issues that 
are facing us today” and serve to 

help others “understand, advocate, 
and argue for a Culture of Life.”    

In the tradition of St. Sebastian, 
the Society aims to speak for those 
who face an unjust death through 
abortion, euthanasia, embryonic 
stem cell research, and unethical 
reproductive technologies. 

Congratulations, Maria!!

Hundreds of thousands 
of pro-life activists 
descended on 

Washington D.C. on January 18, 2019 for the             
45TH ANNUAL MARCH FOR LIFE, the largest pro-life 
event in the world.  The theme Unique from Day One 

proclaimed that pro-life is pro-science.   
A slate of outstanding champions for life spoke to the massive gathering, including 

Abby Johnson, Ben Shapiro, Dr. Alveda King, Carl Anderson, and several outspoken pro-
life legislators.  Vice President Mike Pence and his wife, Karen,delighted the crowd with a 
surprise appearance and shared an encouraging video message from President Trump.   

With many carrying thought-provoking pro-life signs, people of all ages, faiths, and 
backgrounds marched up Constitution Ave to the Supreme Court, where members of 
Silent No More shared their personal and tragic testimonies of abortion.   

Once again this event demonstrated that the pro-life movement will continue to speak 
out for defenseless, pre-born babies, never resting until Roe vs. Wade is finally overturned.  
Mark your calendars for next year’s march on January 24, 2020, and stay informed at 
marchforlife.org. 
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Natividad Cahill



By Michael Ciccocioppo 
Executive Director 
ciccocioppo@paprolife.org 

 

Are you ready Pennsylvania?  Are 
you ready to welcome Diamond 
and Silk 

to Pennsylvania 
to defend the 
right to life with 
their down-
home, plain and 
simple views on 
pro-life issues? 

Well, register 
now while tables 
and seats are still 
available, because 
at press time in May dedicated pro-
lifers had already reserved nearly half 
of the ballroom.  And the 40th 
Anniversary Celebrate Life Banquet is 
still months away—Tuesday, October 
15, 2019. 

If you are one of those who like to 
wait until September to sponsor your 
table or reserve your seat—don’t wait 
this year.  These ladies sell out 98 
percent of their appearances.  Only a 
finite number of seats are available.  
And when they are all reserved, that’s 
it.  You will have missed the statewide 
pro-life event of the year—just 
because you did not heed my warning 
and waited too long. 

If you have heard about Diamond 
and Silk, or seen them on TV or social 
media, you don’t need me to tell you 
how these two sisters are taking the 
county by storm. 

If you have not heard of them, 
Google them and watch some of their 
talks or their video blogs—“Vlogs.”  
Like many pro-lifers, they are fed up 
with the radical pro-abortion and 
anti-life positions taken by those who 
are very vocal in the media, 
entertainment, and in government.  
They are standing up for LIFE all 
across America. 

When New York celebrated its new 
law permitting abortion up to the 

moment of birth and allowing babies 
who are born alive and survive an 
abortion to be left to die, Diamond 
said, “Anybody advocating to legalize 
abortion up to birth and after birth, 
you are committing murder and don’t 

make us an 
accessory to 
your crimes!” 

Diamond 
has a way of 
seeing 
connections 
and 
expressing 
them in 
ways that 
really strike 

a chord with most Americans.  Silk 
encouraged her sister to say it like it 
is at another venue.  Diamond 
observed, “Here’s what I don’t 
understand: When an illegal alien 
comes through that border illegally, 
the left advocates to help and 
supports them; but when an American 
baby comes through the birth canal 
legally, the left is advocating to kill 
them. I have a problem with that!” 

When you come on October 15th, 
expect to hear a commentary on the 
right to life that will be 
unconventional, poignant and as 
humorous as you can be when 
discussing such life and death issues. 

When you come, you can expect to 
celebrate LIFE and to be inspired as 
we recognize the 40 years that the 
Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federation has 
stood at the forefront of the right to life 
movement in our Commonwealth. 

When you come, you can expect to 
be inspired by the steadfast hard 
work and dedication of this year’s 
honorees.   

Susan Rogacs, president of the 
board of directors, will present the 
2019 Pennsylvania Pro-Life Lifetime 
Achievement 
Award to Ernie 
Ohlhoff.  Ernie, a 
native of the 
Pocono 
area, 
served 
as the 
first 

president of the board 
when the Federation 
was incorporated in 
1979.  He continues in 
the movement at the 
National Right to Life 
Committee where he 
is the longstanding 
director of outreach. 

Rogacs will also present the 2019 
Pennsylvania Pro-Life Leadership 
award to Ann and John Poole for their 

years of 
leadership at 
the 
Federation’s 
chapter that 
covers two 
Counties in the 
central region 
of the state, the 

Citizens Concerned for Human Life 
Cambria/ Somerset Counties. 

Speaking of inspiration, a longtime 
friend and supporter of the Federation 

will open the Banquet 
with his love and 
encouragement for 
all who fight for LIFE 
across our state.  The 
Most Reverend Alfred 
A. Schlert, Fifth 
Bishop of the 
Catholic Diocese of 
Allentown, will be on 

hand to offer words of wisdom and 
prayer.  

So what are you waiting for?  
Register now!   

Better yet, sponsor a table and 
invite your pro-life family and friends 
to join you.   

You can register online at 
www.paprolife.org/state-events. 

You can print a registration form 
from the Internet and mail it with 
your check.   

You can call our office at 717-541-
0034 Monday through Friday from 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. and register over the 
phone with your credit card, or ask us 
to mail you a registration form.   

But don’t wait.  When it sells out, 
you’ll be out! 
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John & Ann Poole

Ernie Ohlhoff

Bishop Schlert

Diamond & Silk  
Headline the Pro-Life Event of the Year! 
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SYLVANIA PRO-LIFE FEDERATION
 • PLEASE JOIN US FOR THE 2019 40TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATE LIFE BANQUET •

Diamond & Silk 

 
•  IMPORTANT INFORMATION  • 

 WHAT: 
40TH ANNIVERSARY 

CELEBRATE LIFE BANQUET 
 WHY: 

To inspire, educate and raise funds for 
the Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federation 

Education Fund 
 WHEN: 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2019 
Check-in begins 5 p.m.,  

Doors open 5:30 p.m., Begins 6 p.m. 
 WHERE: 

Radisson Hotel Harrisburg, 
1150 Camp Hill Bypass,  
Camp Hill, PA  17011 

 SEATS: 
Individual seats for a donation of $75 

 TABLES: 
Tables of 10 seats: 
$500 Churches 

$750 Bronze 
$3,000 Silver 
$5,000 Gold 

$10,000 Platinum  
(2 tables) 
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Kurt Kondrich was a seasoned 
police officer when he 
learned that his baby girl had 

Down syndrome. He ended up 
going back to school, learning 
about the special needs of people 
with disabilities, and becoming a 
full-time advocate for children 
such as his daughter Chloe.  

 As Kurt remarks, “I don’t know 
what I did right to be given a 
daughter as awesome as this.” 

That is why Kurt is so 
passionate about the need for the 
Down Syndrome Protection Act. 
The bill, sponsored by PA House 
Speaker Mike Turzai (R—Allegheny 
County) and state Rep. Kate Klunk 
(R-York County), would ban 
abortion for the sole reason of a 
Down syndrome diagnosis.  

Kurt lives with the daily reality 
that children such as Chloe are truly 
endangered. That is because of the 
high abortion rate for unborn babies 

who have been diagnosed with Down 
syndrome. It is estimated that the 
vast majority of parents who receive 
a prenatal Down syndrome diagnosis 
choose abortion. 

Kurt believes many individuals 
simply do not know the abilities of 
children with Down syndrome. Nor 
do they realize the resources that 
are available to them. The absence 
of knowledge leads to unnecessary 
barriers to inclusion and causes 
discrimination against those with 
an extra chromosome.  

At a news conference at the 
state Capitol, Rep. Klunk spoke 
eloquently of the profound gift 
represented by children with Down 
syndrome.  

And in a news release 
announcing plans to introduce the 
bill, Rep. Klunk stated, “We have a 
responsibility to protect those who 
don’t have a voice. We have a 
responsibility to stand up against 
eugenics. And, we have a 
responsibility to stand up to say 
that a baby with Down syndrome 
has a right to life and should not be 
discriminated against in the womb.  

“Individuals with Down 
syndrome live lives full of dignity, 
value and love. We must embrace 
these loveable human beings for 
the amazing individuals they are 
and not allow policies that erase 
them from existence. They are truly 
lives worth living,” Rep. Klunk said. 

Meanwhile, at a media event 
last year, Speaker Turzai said, 
“We’re raising the concern in 
Pennsylvania because of some 
tragic trends in European 
countries. In Iceland, they’ve 
become notorious for the claim 
that Down syndrome has been 
nearly eliminated. What they fail to 
mention is that Iceland has a 100 
percent abortion rate of pre-born 
children with this diagnosis. 

“I believe in the dignity of every 
human being. None of us are born 
perfect, and we all have something 
beautiful to contribute. 
Pennsylvania is a loving, 
compassionate community, and 
we want to extend welcome and 
support to Down syndrome 
families. They need to know they’re 
not alone,” Speaker Turzai added.  

For the Kondrich family, the 
legislative effort is part of a 
personal crusade to show the world 
that every life matters—including 
the lives of the most vulnerable. 
The goal is to restore a culture of 
Life where people “Embrace don’t 
erase” Down syndrome and end 
this prenatal genocide which is the 
ultimate extreme form of prejudice, 
discrimination, profiling, bigotry, 
and hate on innocent human 
beings who commit no acts of evil 
or violence. 

As of deadline, the bill was 
expected to pass the PA House and 
move to the Senate for review.  

Meanwhile, the Kondrich 
family made history on St. Patrick’s 
Day when they signed an 
international declaration for the 
eradication of the genocide of 
children with Down syndrome (see 
Declaration below). They joined 
with Michael O’Dowd, a pro-life 
campaigner from Ireland who has a 
son with an extra chromosome. I 
joined in signing the declaration, 
which has achieved international 
media attention. 

 

ACTION ITEM: 
 Call your state Senator and 

urge him or her to support the 
Down Syndrome Protection Act.  

 
 

DECLARATION FOR THE ERADICATION  
OF THE GENOCIDE OF PERSONS  

WITH DOWN SYNDROME 
  WHEREAS PERSONS WITH DOWN 

SYNDROME CONTRIBUTE GREATLY TO OUR 
FAMILIES, SCHOOLS, WORKPLACES, 
COMMUNITIES, AND NATIONS; AND 

  WHEREAS THE GENOCIDE OF PERSONS 
WITH DOWN SYNDROME BY ABORTION 

HAS BECOME EPIDEMIC; AND 
  WHEREAS THIS ABOMINABLE GENOCIDE 

IS A CLEAR AND TRAGIC VIOLATION OF 
HUMAN RIGHTS; AND 

  WHEREAS THIS EUGENIC MOVEMENT IS 
THE ULTIMATE EXTREME FORM OF 

PREJUDICE, DISCRIMINATION, BIGOTRY, 
PROFILING, EXCLUSION AND HATE ON 

INNOCENT HUMAN BEINGS WHO COMMIT 
NO VIOLENCE OR EVIL. 

 THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT  
THE UNDERSIGNED COMMIT TO  

A GLOBAL INITIATIVE TO ERADICATE THIS 
MONSTROUS HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATION 
THROUGH PEACEFUL, PRAYERFUL, AND 

EDUCATIONAL MEANS. 

Children with Down Syndrome Need Protection! 
The importance of the Down Syndrome Protection Act.

B Y  M A R I A  G A L L A G H E R  
Legislative / PAC Director 
gallagher@paprolife.org

Chloe Kondrich and 
Michael O’Dowd 

Chloe Kondrich
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By Bonnie Finnerty,  
Education Director 
lifelines@paprolife.org 

 
 

I was looking for something new, 
prayerfully discerning my next 
step.  After what seemed like a 

long period of silence, it finally 
happened. On January 18, 2019, I 
eagerly accepted the position of 
Education Director at the 
Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federation.  

My past vocation of teaching 
coupled with my life-long advocacy 
of life issues convinced me this was 
the job for which I had 
been searching.  Part-
time and close to 
home, I could still 
juggle the 
responsibilities of 
family life and 
volunteer work.  In 
addition, I was blessed to 
work with authentically kind, 
compassionate, and committed 
people with whom I felt an instant 
bond. 

The overwhelming joy I felt at 
this new beginning in my life was 
tempered, however, just three days 
later, when we learned that my 
active 82 year-old mother had 
pancreatic cancer. As I was 
beginning work to defend life, she 
was beginning a journey to 
complete hers.   Her doctor 
surmised that she might live until 
Easter. Suddenly, everything was re-
prioritized.  How can I best spend 
these last precious months with my 
mom? How can I ease her pain? How 
can I help her and my dad, indeed 
all of our family, including her 
beloved 16 grandchildren, prepare 
for her departure from this world? 

As it turns out, my mom did not 
have a few months.  She had 18 
difficult days.  We were praying with 
her when she peacefully drew her 
last breath on February 8.  During 
her brief but intense illness, 
my mom endured 
excruciating pain, 
some from the 
cancer and some 
from the 
innumerable 
blood clots that 
riddled her entire 
body.  At times she 
cried out in 
prayer, 
imploring God 
to take her as 
her loved 
ones 
sat 

helplessly 
by, shedding 
tears as we stroked 
her face and held her 
hand. 

When 
witnessing the 
slow but 
inevitable death 
of a loved one, 
there is a sinister temptation to end 
their pain and hasten their journey 
home to God through doctor-
prescribed suicide.  More and more 
we are hearing of countries and 
states passing legislation to that end. 
But our family and its matriarch 
knew that was not our calling.  We 
sought the best palliative care for my 
mom, adjusting pain medication to 
make her comfortable, and leaning 
on our very capable Hospice care 
providers. We knew there was a plan, 
a timetable, a moment long ago 
determined when she would 
transition into eternal life.  And as 

hard as her path was to get 
there, our job was to love her 

on her way as best we 
could.  

During those 18 days, 
my mother gave us the 
ultimate pro-life witness: 
the peaceful and willing 
surrender to life’s natural 
course, bravely bearing her 
suffering, giving us comfort 
with her courage, patience, 
and steadfast faith.   

Such a testimony 
echoed a climactic 
moment 32 years earlier, 

when I returned home from my first 
semester at Bucknell University to 
tell her that I was pregnant.  The 
campus doctor gave me the result of 

my blood test and recommended 
an abortion, but I knew I 

could never do that.  As 
scared as I was, all I 
wanted to do was go 

home and tell the people who knew 
me and loved me, my family and my 
high school boyfriend, the baby’s 
father.   

When my mom saw me crying 
that night, she thought the very 
worst and became alarmed. I could 
hardly speak the words, but when I 
did, she said, “Is that all?  I thought 
you were dying of cancer!  We can 
deal with a baby!”   

Having lost a 16-year-old 
daughter in a car accident many 
years earlier, my mother believed 
that the worst thing a parent can 
endure is the loss of a child.  My 
unexpected pregnancy was not an 
occasion for tears of despair, but 
rather a chance to joyfully welcome 
new life.  Wisely recognizing that I 
was already a mother to a tiny little 
baby, she approached the situation 
with a peaceful and willing 
surrender to life’s natural course and 
supported me wholeheartedly.   

Just a few weeks later, we were all 
reminded of the fragility of a 
precious human life.  My brother 
and his wife lost their beautiful 6-
week-old daughter, my parent’s first 
grandchild, to Sudden Infant Death 
Syndrome.   We all grieved the loss of 
baby Ashley, while treasuring the life 

growing within my 18-year-old body.   
Seven months later, my brother and 
his wife became my daughter’s 
godparents. 

Is it any wonder that I now work 
for a pro-life organization, one 
whose mission is committed to 
protecting and promoting the 
dignity and value of all human life 
from conception to natural death?   

On my last outing with my mom, 
just days after learning of her 
terminal illness, I had the 
opportunity to show her where I 
would be working.  Pulling up in 
front of the office, I explained what I 
would be doing for the Federation.  
She was happy for me, knowing that 
I was honored to do such important 
work with such good people. 

She didn’t mention it to me then, 
but I have since learned that my 
mother was a financial supporter of 
the PA Pro-Life Federation, dating 
back as early as 1990, when we were 
all still living in our hometown of 
Scranton.  Her relationship with the 
Federation began long before mine.  
Back then, my mom couldn’t have 
foreseen me working for the PA Pro-
Life Federation, but now that I am, I 
feel sure that she is walking this new 
journey with me and blessing all of 
our good efforts from the other side. 

“Life Lessons from My Mother”

Bonnnie Finnerty



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

By Bonnie Finnerty 
Education Director 
lifelines@paprolife.org     
 
 
 
 

Good movies, like good 
books, both reflect and 
influence the culture.  

Often looking back at a person, 
event, or a time unknown, they 
import something new to our con-
sciousness.  Sometimes the 
impact is so great that we are a 
different person afterward, inca-
pable of unseeing and unhearing 
the truths rendered on the silver 
screen.   

And we are left to confront 
what we had always held to be 
true. Thus, hearts are trans-
formed.  Opinions changed. 
Behaviors altered. Culture chal-
lenged. Society shifts.  

Such is the case with 
Unplanned.  This true story of an 
abortion center director who 
became pro-life has been com-
pared with the groundbreaking 
1852 anti-slavery novel Uncle 
Tom’s Cabin for the cultural 
impact it is making.   

Why all the Buzz? 
If you haven’t seen it, you 

might be wondering why every 
pro-life organization continues to 
talk about this movie every 
chance we get.   If you have seen 
it, you already know: it’s a game 
changer. It’s the story we have 
been waiting for, a story of con-
version, repentance, and redemp-
tion.  It shows that in the end, Life 
wins.  

This one film has Planned 
Parenthood scrambling to re-
make their image, desperate to 
disguise the inexorable fact that 
they are the nation’s number one 

provider of abortions. 
Their smoky illusion of 
providing “health care” 
is exposed in the film 
and the truth revealed: 
they market and sell 
abortions like a car 
salesman sells cars. They 
profit from abortion. 

Yet, center director 
Abby Johnson had been 
convinced that she was 
helping women with her 
efforts at Planned 
Parenthood, even earn-
ing the Employee of the 
Year award.  She was 
troubled though by the 
new corporate goal of 
doubling the abortion 
quota and even more 
disturbed to learn abor-
tions would be per-
formed later in pregnan-
cy, past viability.   

But it was assisting in 
an ultrasound-guided 
abortion that hurled her 
into an uncomfortable, 

inescapable realm of truth.  She 
could not un-see the innocent 
and perfectly formed little human 
being, at 13 weeks gestation, mov-
ing away from the suction tube 
that sought his life.  
 

Abortion Unmasked 
While the movie manages to 

“imply” an abortion rather than 
depict a gory representation, the 
viewer, nonetheless, understands 
the immense sadness and  vio-
lence of abortion, and for that rea-
son the film was assigned an R 
rating.  The irony, of course, is that 

PRO-LIFE MOVIES:  
Media Making a Difference!
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the same teen who cannot see it 
without a parent can actually 
secure an abortion without one.  

Despite the R rating, the sus-
pension of its Twitter account, and 
being labeled as propaganda by 
Google, Unplanned has far 
exceeded box office expectations, 
ranking fourth its opening week-
end.  And the gains are not just 
monetary. Pro-abortion viewers 
begin to question what they 

thought they supported, while 
others are completely transformed 
by Abby Johnson’s life-changing 
experience.  Pro-life viewers 
become even more convicted in 
their mission to defend innocent 
human life.  

 

Crimes Exposed 
While Unplanned is breaking 

new ground in the battle for life, it 
was preceded by another com-
pelling pro-life movie that is con-
tinuing to impact our collective 
conscience. Released in theaters 
in 2018 and now available on 
DVD, Gosnell reveals the shocking 
and tragically true story of 

Philadelphia abortionist Kermit 
Gosnell. As horrific as his crimes 
were, many people remain 
unaware of Gosnell due to the 
mainstream media’s neglect in 
reporting the case.  

This film also encountered 
multiple obstacles, but its makers 
would not be stopped. Gosnell 
became one of the most success-
fully crowdfunded movies in his-
tory, with 30,000 people donating 

over $2.3 million dollars in 
45 days.  The truth would 
be told. 

Rated PG-13, the 
movie unfolds like a 
crime drama. The FBI 
raid on Gosnell’s building 
was prompted by suspi-
cions of illegal prescrip-

tion drugs. But law enforcement 
found something far more sinis-
ter inside, a mortuary of aborted 
babies stored in freezers and baby 
parts preserved in glass jars. 

They could not un-see the hor-
ror.   

And that was just the begin-
ning. In addition to the filthy, 
unsanitary conditions of the cen-
ter, there was evidence, and later 
staff testimony, that Gosnell not 
only illegally performed abortions 
beyond the 24-week limit, he 
actually executed babies after 
delivery, often by snipping their 
spinal cords, a process he referred 
to as “ensuring fetal demise.” 

The District Attorney was 
reluctant to prosecute an elderly 
black doctor who performed abor-
tions, knowing it was not political-
ly advantageous. But the stark 
horror of Gosnell’s crimes could 
not be unseen and the evil could 
no longer be ignored.  

Nor could the death of 41-
year-old Karnamaya Mongar who 
died while undergoing an abor-
tion by Gosnell. Charges were 
filed. Eventually he was found 
guilty of three counts of first 
degree murder and one count of 
involuntary manslaughter, but the 
trial received minimal attention in 
mainstream media, leaving many 
Americans unaware of the crimes 
perpetrated.  

 
Our Duty 

That is why every pro-life 
advocate must see this movie and 
share it.  Since we can no longer 
rely on the free press to objective-
ly report criminal activity stem-
ming from the abortion industry, 
it falls to the pro-life movement to 
shout the truth and expose the 
lies. Karnamaya Mongar deserves 
that. Every baby executed by 
Gosnell deserves that.  Every man, 
woman, and child living in 
America deserves that. Our cul-
ture deserves the truth.  

Gosnell, like Unplanned, 
exposes the underbelly of 
the beast. And it is ugly. But 
we cannot shy away from 
the uncomfortable truth. 
Rather, we must be participants 
in knowing it, sharing it, and 
fighting for it to triumph. 

See these films. And see 
them again. Support them in 
every way, with your 
words, your wallet, and 
your prayers.  Share 
them with everyone 
you know on both 
sides of this issue.   

Let truth change 
the culture. Let’s 
make abortion 
unthinkable. 
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Roe  vs.  
Wade
Another revolutionary pro-
life movie is on the horizon.   
Roe vs. Wade, starring Jon 
Voight and Corbin Bernsen, 
is tentatively scheduled for 
release in the fall of 2019.  
Learn more and stay 
updated by visiting: 
www.RoevWade.com. 

COMING SOON!



By Dillon Murphy 
 
EDITOR’S NOTE:  
DILLON MURPHY, A SENIOR FROM 
BETHLEHEM CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL, 
IS THE FIRST-PLACE WINNER IN THE 
SENIOR HIGH CATEGORY OF THE 
PENNSYLVANIA PRO-LIFE FEDERATION 
ESSAY CONTEST. SECOND AND THIRD 
PLACE WINNERS ARE ALSO PICTURED. 

 

Man and his closest 
relatives, the primates, 
have more in common 

than perhaps any other two 
species on the planet. Humans 
and primates both have 
opposable thumbs, large brains, 
and similar muscular and nervous 
systems. Both species use body 
language like hugging, kissing, 
and holding hands to indicate 
affection. A human even shares 
approximately 99 percent of a 
primate’s genetic code. 

However, humans and 
primates also contain similarities 
that are not so positive. Primates 
are known to kill their own 
offspring in the early months of 
life. One might assume that such 
an act as infanticide, the killing of 
babies within one year of life, is 
hardly humane at all, and would 
never occur in a civilized society.  

After all, humans, despite our 
similarities to primates, are far 
more intelligent and sophisticated 
than our mammal relatives, right? 
Unfortunately, one’s insight and 
assumptions could not be further 
from the truth; millions of 
innocent babies worldwide have 
fallen victim to infanticide for a 
multitude of reasons, including 
gender selection and a parent’s 
inability to care for the child. If we 
as people are so far superior to 
animals, why do we share even 
their worst behaviors?  

China’s Legacy of Infanticide 
Although nations all across the 

world experience instances of 
infanticide, China is perhaps the 
most famous for the practice. 
Chinese populations have 
skyrocketed over the last fifty 
years, so much so that laws have 
been passed prohibiting the birth 
of multiple children to one family. 
Being that families in these 
nations are only allotted one child, 
parents try to ensure that one 
child can do as much as possible 
to help support the family as they 
age. A male baby is seen as more 
desirable in these cultures 
because a boy will keep the family 
name upon marriage and will 
work to provide food and a home 
for his family. Subsequently, 
advances in pregnancy technology 
like ultrasounds are often times 
used to indicate the sex of the 
child. In many cases, if the child’s 
sex is female, she will either be 
aborted in the womb or left to die 
upon birth.  

The “one child policy” in 
China has led to a staggering 
115:100 ratio of males to females 
at birth. Although the one child 
policy was finally abandoned in 
2015, the damage that it had done 
was irreversible. The birth rate in 
China steadily decreased over 
time, yet the nation aged at an 
alarming rate while the workforce 
simultaneously shrunk, leading to 

even more economic stress on the 
nation than ever before.  

Additionally, one of the many 
evils of the one child policy in 
China is that it encourages valuing 
one human life over another. Each 
human being is created with the 
same dignity as any other, and it is 
imperative that this fact is never 
forgotten. Above all else, roughly 
30 million to 60 million lives were 
lost due to infanticide and 
abortions during the one child 
policy era.  

Despite the negative effects of 
the one child policy and 
infanticide in China, certain states 
in India have also proposed 
population control legislation to 
combat rampant population 
growth. These issues may seem 
distant from American life, yet 
occurrences of infanticide do 
undoubtedly occur in the United 
States as well as in every nation 
across the world. In any case 
where a baby is not desired or 
cannot be financially supported 
by the mother or father, 
infanticide inevitably follows.  

We have grown too 
comfortable with the systematic 
mass murder of millions of lives to 
the point that we more closely 
resemble savages that belong 
living among the apes than 
sophisticated and intelligent 
humans. It is essential that we 
realize the danger that infanticide 
poses to our society. In Matthew 
16:24-26, we are reminded of our 
responsibility as Christians to 
“pick up (our) cross and follow 
Jesus.” In order to live the life a 
Christian is called to live, one 
must speak out against injustices 
in the world today and denounce 
evil.  

Since these babies cannot 
physically speak for themselves 
yet, we must do our part in 
protecting their right to life, 
regardless of their gender, 
financial situation, or any physical 
or mental disability they may 
have. Regardless of where around 
the world infanticide occurs, this 
callous, inhumane practice must 
be stopped. Otherwise, if we 
continue accepting infanticide as 
a normal practice, are we really 
any different than the bestial 
primates that mirror our every 
attribute, action, and behavior?    

•  2 0 1 9  S E N I O R  H I G H  P R O - L I F E  E S S A Y  W I N N E R S  •
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TRAGIC LESSONS FROM THE ANIMAL KINGDOM  
— and An Ancient Kingdom On Losing Respect for Life

DILLON MURPHY

JORDAN TOOHEY

ELIZABETH LEIB 









By Helena Sicree 
 
EDITOR’S NOTE:  
HELENA SICREE, A 7TH GRADER FROM 
OUR LADY OF VICTORY CATHOLIC 
SCHOOL IN BOALSBURG, IS THE 1ST 
PLACE WINNER IN THE JUNIOR HIGH 
CATEGORY OF THE PENNSYLVANIA PRO-
LIFE FEDERATION’S ANNUAL ESSAY 
CONTEST. ABIGAIL CHAPPELL WON 
SECOND PLACE AND JOHN SICREE 
CAPTURED THIRD PLACE. 
 
 
 

Everyone knows that 
murdering other people is 
wrong, and killing children is 

considered vile. Then why is there 
a worldwide debate about whether 
abortion is right or wrong? There 
are many reasons why people 
question if a baby, unborn, 
deserves the right to life. Yet, there 
are an equal amount of 
answers to these questions.  

 

The Humanity                          
of the Unborn Child 

One of the initial 
questions is what counts as 
a human being? If a person 
searches through accurate 
dictionaries, they’ll find 
that a human is of, relating 
to, or characteristic of 
humans. This means that if 
it is applied to the unborn, 
they do fit that definition 
because they do develop 
hands and feet like ours. If 
a person argues that a fetus 
isn’t human, it’s quite 
possible to dispense with 
this question by the second 
definition: consisting of 
humans. Scientifically, they 

fit this definition, too, because 
their human DNA is human. 
Therefore, the unborn are human.  

 

Not a Body Part 
Secondly, there are the people 

who argue that the unborn child is 
part of a woman’s body. This 
doesn’t make much sense, since it’s 
already proven that the unborn 
baby is a human. Each human isn’t 
part of another human, or in their 
possession in which anything can 
be done to them. That’s called 
slavery. So, even though the 
human may be in another, this 
doesn’t qualify that the human is 
part of that human. No one would 
say that a person inside a house is 
part of the house, so why would an 
unborn baby be considered part of 
a woman’s body?  

Therefore, a baby isn’t part of a 
woman, and the woman shouldn’t 

be abusing the baby’s rights. Now, 
many argue that the baby doesn’t 
have rights. They assert that the 
unborn children don’t have rights 
since they’ve no feelings. It’s true 
that, in the early stages, the 
unborn haven’t developed the five 
senses. It’s even supported that the 
unborn don’t have a large brain. 
Despite all this, they do eventually 
develop a larger brain and the five 
senses, like a nose, like any other 
person. So, though many may 
claim that the unborn don’t have 
feelings, they do, just in the later 
stages.  

 

A Matter of Rights  
Even if an unborn child doesn’t 

have the five senses nailed down 
yet, there’s no reason why the baby 
shouldn’t have rights. After all, it’s 
already been proven that they’re 
human, and are their own person, 

and so, even if they can’t properly 
think yet or realize anything, they 
should still be able to have their 
own rights protected. For instance, 
no one should kill a kitten just 
because it got in their way, and like 
this, no one should kill an unborn 
child just because she got in their 
way. In many ways, an unborn 
child is much like any other 
defenseless animal in this world. 
And like endangered animals are 
protected, unborn children who 
haven’t even registered feeling 
should be doubly, no, quadruply 
protected because an unborn 
child is still another human being 
and one of us.       
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ENCLOSED IS MY GIFT OF:    
o $15   o $25   o $50   o $100   o $500   o Other $_______ 

THIS GIFT IS FOR:   o PA Pro-Life Federation, Inc. (Not tax de duct ible)    
o PA Pro-Life Federation Educational Fund (Tax de duct ible) 

Payment by:   o Check   o Amex   o Mastercard   o VISA   o Discover    

ACCOUNT #: ______________________________________________________________  

EXP. DATE ________________________   SECURITY CODE ________________________   

SIGNATURE ________________________________________________________________  

NAME:____________________________________________________________________  

ADDRESS: ________________________________________________________________  

CITY/STATE/ZIP: ____________________________________________________________  

PHONE: __________________________________________________________________  

EMAIL: __________________________________________________________________    

YES! I WANT TO HELP PREBORN CHILDREN AND THEIR MOTHERS! 

Please clip this Lifelines coupon and send it with your do na tion to: 
PA PRO-LIFE FEDERATION, INC. • 4800 Jonestown Rd. Suite 102 • Harrisburg, PA  17109-1741   
Gifts to the general fund are not tax deductible. However, you may make tax-deductible contributions to the PA Pro-Life Federation Ed u ca tion al 
Fund. Official registration and financial information may be obtained from the Pennsylvania Department of State by calling toll free, within PA, 
1-800-732-0999. Registration does not imply endorsement. 

o THIS IS MY “GIFT FOR LIFE.” The enclosed gift is: 

IN MEMORY OF: ________________________________________________  

IN HONOR OF: __________________________________________________  

GIFT PRESENTED BY: ____________________________________________  

Send letter of acknowledgment to: 

NAME: ______________________________________________________  

ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________  

CITY/STATE/ZIP: __________________________________________  
 
o I will give online by visiting www.paprolife.org and clicking on the 

red “Donate” and completing the form with my credit card info. I 
will enter “LifeLines” in the field that says “Optional 
Instructions/Questions.” 

o I want to join the Life Champions Team by pledging $ _________ 
per         o month    o quarter 

o Please send me the “A Legacy of Life” brochure on charitable 
bequests for the Federation
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SUFFERING. IN SILENCE.

ABIGAIL CHAPPELL

JOHN SICREE

HELENA SICREE
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By Maria V. Gallagher,  
Legislative Director 
gallagher@paprolife.org 
 

 

Jeanette Hall had just been 
struck a devastating blow. A 
doctor informed her that she 

had cancer, predicting that she 
had only six more months to live.  

Her initial thought: doctor-
prescribed suicide. 

But her doctor offered her a 
life-affirming option: treatment 
that could reverse the course of 
her cancer.  

Now she says, “I am so happy 
to be alive!” 

Jeanette notes that, if her 
doctor had believed in assisted 
suicide, “I would be dead. I thank 
him and all my doctors for helping 
me choose ‘life with dignity.’” 

Jeanette is just one of the 
vulnerable patients who could 
have fallen victim to the 
dangerous crusade for doctor-
prescribed suicide. According to 
the Patients Rights Action Fund, 
which opposes assisted suicide, a 
handful of states have now 

legalized the practice: California, 
Colorado, Hawaii, New Jersey, 
Oregon, Vermont, and 
Washington. Washington, D.C. has 
also legalized assisted suicide 
within the District, and Montana 
has what the Patients Rights group 
refers to as “de facto assisted 
suicide” because of a court 
decision.  

Meanwhile, in Pennsylvania, 
state Senator Daylin Leach has re-
introduced his own assisted 
suicide bill. Because of the strong 
pro-life majorities in the PA House 
and Senate, the bill is expected to 
be dead on arrival.  

The Pennsylvania Pro-Life 
Federation partners with diverse 
groups opposed to legalizing this 
in our state. The Pennsylvania 
Coalition to Stop Doctor-
Prescribed Suicide vigilantly works 
to educate the public about the 
devastation this would cause here. 
I strongly recommend that you 
visit their website at 
www.NoAssistedSuicidePA.org and 
follow the group on social media.   

Elsewhere, opponents of 
assisted suicide are making great 

progress in curbing the deadly 
practice. An assisted suicide bill 
died in the state of Maryland after 
a 23-23 tie vote in the state Senate. 
In Connecticut, a similar bill was 
scheduled twice for a committee 
vote, but ultimately withdrawn 
because of insufficient votes for 
passage. As Barbara Lyons of the 
Patients Rights Action Fund states, 

“Our colleagues in both of those 
states worked heroically to 
achieve these outcomes—
congratulations and kudos to 
them for their efforts.”  

Lyons adds, “The Medical 
Society of Delaware rejected a 
move to ‘neutrality’ (on the 
assisted suicide issue)—many 
thanks to our colleagues in 
Delaware for achieving this 
outcome.” 

And there are many more 
states where legislative efforts to 
legalize assisted suicide are now 
dead. According to the Patients 
Rights group, these include 
Arkansas, Arizona, Kansas, New 
Mexico, Virginia, and Utah.    

Compassion and Choices, a 
pro-assisted suicide group, “now 

has its sights set on New York, 
especially since Governor Andrew 
Cuomo recently indicated he 
wanted assisted suicide legislation 
to pass and indicated he would 
sign it,” Lyons said.  

Around the country, disability 
rights activists and medical 
professionals have taken the lead 
in fighting assisted suicide. For 
those with a disability, the issue is 
quite personal. Many feel that 
those who are promoting assisted 
suicide are attempting to devalue 
the lives of people with 
disabilities. 

For doctors and nurses, the 
fear is that they will be coerced 
into participating in acts which 
harm patients, rather than heal 
them. The practice of assisted 
suicide represents the worst 
corruption of the medical field. 

As Portland psychiatrist Dr. 
Greg Hamilton stated, “Those 
promoting assisted suicide 
promised Oregon voters that it 
would be used only for extreme 
pain and suffering. Yet there has 
been no documented case of 
assisted suicide being used for 
untreatable pain. Instead, patients 
are being given lethal overdoses 
because of psychological and 
social concerns, especially fears 
that they may no longer be valued 
as people or may be a burden to 
their families.” 

In an op-ed for the 
Pennsylvania news outlet 
PennLive.com, Dr. Karl Benzio 
wrote, “Please think about this: 
which society would you like to 
live in? The society that comes 
alongside, extends compassion, 
hope, possibility, connection, and 
love while showing society and 
youth we value a person’s life by 
treating them?  

“Or the society that is cold, 
callous, sci-fi like, treating people 
like a commodity, terminating 
them quickly, cheaply, and quietly 
without documentation, 
conscience, or accountability? If 
unsure, wisdom should decide on 
the side of caution, safety, and 
morality to protect life when 
evaluating policies with deadly 
and long-reaching slippery slope 
tentacles.” 

 
ACTION ITEM:   Please call your 
state Senator and urge him or her 
to oppose Senator Daylin Leach’s 
dangerous assisted suicide bill.

Campaign Against Assisted  
Suicide Achieves Many Victories,  
But the Fight Continues!
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The Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federation 
is a grassroots right-to-life organiza-
tion with members statewide. As the 
state affiliate of Na tion al Right to Life, 
PPLF is com mit ted to pro mot ing the 
dignity and val ue of human life from 
conception to natural death and to 
restoring legal protection for the      
preborn. Through legislation, political 
action, education and other legal 
means, we pro claim the truth about 
abortion, in fan ti cide, and euthanasia.
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Please Help Us Help Others Learn About the Life-Giving Alternatives to Abortion, 
Euthanasia, and Assisted Suicide. There’s Always a Reason to Choose Life!

In Memory of:                                                                                                                                                                                                Given By: 
 
David C. Baier ............................................................................................................................................Joyce E. Hrycko 
David C. Baier ..........................................................................................................................................Janice M. Printy 
David C. Baier ..................................................................................................................................John & Cindy Rearick 
Lee Boyes ............................................................................................................................................Dr. Denise T. Wilcox 
Don Burley ................................................................................................................................Ronald & Rachel Baldwin 
Earl Burley..................................................................................................................................Ronald & Rachel Baldwin 
Roy Burley..................................................................................................................................Ronald & Rachel Baldwin 
Irene Eck ........................................................................................................................PHL Susquehanna Valley Chapter 
My cousin, Marion R. “Sonny” Ford ......................................................................................................Christine D. Tutton 
Gunter N. Franz ..............................................................................................................................PA Pro-Life Federation 
Thomas L. Geoghan ....................................................................................................................George & Barbara Heim 
Herbert Gerhard ....................................................................................................................................Dolores J. Fisanich 
Dr. Ray Greco..................................................................................................................................................Judith Hucik 
Dennis Guenot ..........................................................................................................................................Garen W. Smith 
Joey..............................................................................................................................................................Justine V. Silvi 
Matthew E. “Mat” Jordan, Jr. ............................................................................The Friends of his daughter, Anne Staiber 
Matthew E. “Mat” Jordan, Jr. ......................................................................................................................Jennie L. Galis 
Matthew E. “Mat” Jordan, Jr. ..................................................................................................................John H. Myers, II 
Matthew E. “Mat” Jordan, Jr...........................................................................................................PA Pro-Life Federation 
Anna Kirsch................................................................................................................................Ronald & Rachel Baldwin 
Florence “Suzie” Lee ..............................................................................................................................Salvatore T. Rizzo 
Dr. Ronald J. Lieb ......................................................................................................................................M. Theresa Lieb 
Jane McAnulty ..........................................................................................................................Ronald & Rachel Baldwin 
Daniel A. Mercer................................................................................................................................John & Carol Mercer 
Catherine “Cotty” Paige ......................................................................................................................Christine D. Tutton 
Veronica Rolla ..........................................................................................................................................Connie S. Fenice 
Veronica Rolla ................................................................................................................................PA Pro-Life Federation 
Veronica Rolla ..............................................................................................................................Joseph & Susan Rogacs 
Catherine Santorum ............................................................................................................................Rose Ann Gaetano 
Regina Sweeney ............................................................................................................................Joseph & Susan Koehle 
Dr. Donald Thome........................................................................................................................................Rosalie Blehar 
Eileen Walker ..................................................................................................................................Mrs. Mary T. McDevitt 
James White, Sr. ............................................................................................................................Diane M. McNaughton 
Paula M. Zoretich ......................................................................................................................................Julia L. Zoretich 
Your Precious Daughter, Dawn..............................................................................................................Linda M. Reynolds  
In Honor  of:                                                                                                                                                                                                   Given By: 
My cousin Anne, and her four children ....................................................................................................Michelle Hartosh 
Annette Bosse′ ..........................................................................................................................................Sharon F. Eassa 
Mary L. Malek..........................................................................................................................................Francis G. Malek 
Monsignor Robert Malene ....................................................................................................................Louise A. Stefanak 
Piper Jane Yoder’s Birthday ........................................................................................................John & Rosanne Gingrich 
Richard & Therese Van Keuren ................................................................................................................Linda Van Keuren

Your Special Gifts of Any Amount Will Memorialize or 
Honor Those Who Are Very Special to You — 

While Supporting Life-Saving Efforts to Protect Those 
Who Are Most Vulnerable Among Us.



Pro-life publications are welcome to reprint original articles from LifeLines. A credit line identifying "LifeLines, newspaper of the PA Pro-Life Federation" as the source of reprinted articles is requested.

Do you want to know more about the Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federation?  Please visit the “ABOUT US” page on our website, www.paprolife.org . 
You will see our mission clearly explained.  This page includes our positions on the life issues, our nonviolence policy and our political activity guidelines.

LifeLines is a newspaper published 
periodically by the Pennsylvania  

Pro-Life Federation.  
To order additional copies,  

call (717) 541-0034 or e-mail  
lifelines@paprolife.org. 

  
SIGN UP FOR OUR FREE E-MAIL 

NEWSLETTER TODAY!    
To receive the FREE e-mail newsletter  

PROLIFE ON LINE NEWS,   
including pe ri od i cal news, action alerts and 

pro-life commentary, send a "subscribe"  
mes sage to lifelines@paprolife.org.  

Visit the Pennsylvania Pro-Life Fed er a tion's 
home page at www.paprolife.org. 
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NATIONWIDE PREGNANCY HELP HOTLINES: 
 

CARENET:  1-800-395-HELP 

Bethany Christian Services:   
1-800-BETHANY 

Birthright:  1-800-550-4900

Worried? Need Help?

For the help center nearest you, you may also see your local Yellow Pages under "Abortion Alternatives"  
or call the Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federation at 717-541-0034.  

 Pregnant?
Call toll free for free, confidential as sis tance from com pas sion ate 

coun se lors who understand what you're going through and can help 
you find the best alternative for you and your family.   

 

Pennsylvania's Real Alternatives hotline: 

1-888-LIFE-AID

Bucks County Right to Life 

will hold its 10th annual 

Rummage Sale to raise money 

for Crisis Pregnancy Centers in 

our area. During the Sale, we 

also invite new moms from 

Legacy of Life to come and pick 

out clothing for themselves and 

their babies.  

 Sale Days are August 7, 8 
and 9 at Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel School, 
Doylestown, PA. 
  

RUMMAGE SALE  
for Crisis Pregnancy Centers

 Volunteers anxious to get started 
on the opening day of the sale. 
Featured is Father Onunwa who 
came to bless us and our endeavor.

 Samples of items for sale. 

Allegheny County Chapter Organizers 

Citizens Concerned for Human Life 
Blair Chapter

PHL Bethlehem Easton Chapter

People for Life Erie County

PHL Adams County Chapter

PHL Northeast Region Leaders at the 
Hazleton Pro-Life Town Hall 
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