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REASONS TO SUBSCRIBE
& CELEBRATE WITH US!

1. TURANDOT:  The grandest of  the 
grand with one of  the biggest hit 
songs ever sung!

2. HYDROGEN JUKEBOX:
Philip Glass!  Philip Glass!  Philip Glass!

3. COSÌ FAN TUTTE: Mozart’s operatic 
version of  reality television.

4. DIE FLEDERMAUS: OUR 100TH PRODUCTION
is frothy, farcical FUN!

5. An excuse to come to The Noah Liff  Opera Center: 
Earl Swensson’s masterpiece of  modernism!

6. The Nashville Opera Orchestra: 
We turn it up to ELEVEN.

7. It’s all about the BASS—and timpani, and strings. 
Feel the music in your bones when they hit it!

8. The Nashville Opera Chorus:  Amy Tate Williams’ 
incomparable ensemble rocks!

9. Closing the gap:  Donating to our education 
programs help kids succeed in school!

10. Free community performances of  our 
ON TOUR children’s operas across the region!

11. The Mary Ragland Young Artists:  
You saw them here first.

12. Opera@:  We’ll see you around town for some 
beers, baritones, sing-a-longs, and stargazing!

13. You’ll be an insider:  Subscribers get the best 
seats, best prices, and free parking!

14. Warm fuzzy:  Know that you’re helping 
opera thrive in Nashville!

15. FORTE: Our young professionals help 
music teachers keep their classes singing!

16. Come as you are or get glam!
17. Opera or Opry:  Who cares?  Opera’s like a long 

version of  your favorite country song!

18. Barihunks.  (Look it up!)
19. We’re the best date night in town!
20. It’s not over until you visit 

our Guild’s Hot Lady 
Boutique! 20
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19.

We’re the
best date night

in town!
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PIRATES

M
arianne Leach

The Pirates of  Penzance has been called the most popular of
all Gilbert and Sullivan’s operas.  From the delightful music to
the clever libretto, the opera has proved an audience pleaser
from its very first opening night.
The inspiration for The Pirates of  Penzance came from a vari-

ety of  sources.  The first was Stevenson’s Treasure Island, which
had made the subject of  pirates enormously popular in fiction
and dramas.  Secondly, there was an incident in Gilbert’s child-
hood where he was kidnapped by Neapolitan bandits!
Perhaps because of  this early trauma, many of  Gilbert’s plots
concern abduction or displaced people who are not what they
seem to be.  Gilbert also took every chance he could to show
his less than respectful feelings toward the British military, the
police, and the House of  Lords.  Finally, after Gilbert and
Sullivan saw the performance royalties of  their earlier operas
stolen away by copyright thieves, the idea of  pillaging pirates
was a subject not too far from their minds!
Building on the British dramatic tradition of  portraying the

outlaw as a somewhat misguided but loveable rogue, Gilbert
made the pirates the opera’s moral center.  The pirates display
a noble courage and dignity which seem to be lacking in most
of  the authority figures in the opera.  The Pirate King himself
is the very model of  decency who, when discussing his career,
states: “I don’t think much of  our profession, but, contrasted
with respectability, it is comparatively honest.”  Later in the
opera, the pirates are revealed to be misguided noblemen.

The characters of  The Pirates of  Penzance are both more var-
ied and better drawn then their counterparts in the earlier
Gilbert and Sullivan opera H.M.S. Pinafore. The Pirate King
himself  is one of  Gilbert and Sullivan’s most likable and
multi-dimensional characters and a joy to play.  (Just ask any
bass-baritone cast in the role).  With Major General Stanley,
Gilbert exposes the character of  the know-it-all who is an
expert in every field except the one to which he has been
appointed.   Late in the first act, the Major General is given
the tongue-twisting patter song “I am the very model of  a
modern Major General” in which he states just that with hun-
dreds of  fast words and a zippy little tune.
Sullivan’s music satirizes such sources as Italian romantic

opera for Frederic’s bel canto lament “Oh, is there not one
maiden here.”  He also lampoons the serious sounds of
Victorian oratorio for the delightfully pompous choral num-
ber “Hail, Poetry!”  Finally, there is also a rich parody of  the
coloratura soprano aria in Mabel’s famous waltz, “Poor
Wandering One.”  
However, part of  the genius of  Gilbert and Sullivan is that

even if  an audience lacks full knowledge of  the satire and par-
odies, their operas still work brilliantly on many other levels.
That is just one of  the reasons that, for well over 100 years,
The Pirates of  Penzance is still referred to as the most popular
Gilbert and Sullivan opera of  all.

Gilbert & Sullivan Zaniness    April 9 & 11!

JOHN HOOMES
General and Artistic Director
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Pirate King

CRAIG
IRVIN
baritone
Nashville Opera:  
Iolanthe

Fort Worth Opera
Lyric Opera 
Kansas City

Minnesota Opera
Pensacola Opera
Wolf Trap Opera

Major General
Stanley

CURT
OLDS*
baritone
Arizona Opera
Edmonton Opera
Central City Opera
Opera Memphis
Virginia Opera

Ruth

MARIA
ZIFCHAK*
mezzo-soprano
The Bovender 
Principal Artist

Metropolitan Opera
New York City Opera
Arizona Opera
Houston Grand 
Opera

Seattle Opera

Sergeant of Police

AARON
SORENSEN*
bass
Austin Lyric Opera
Fort Worth Opera
Des Moines Metro 
Opera

Glimmerglass Opera
Wolf Trap Opera

Mabel

HANNA
BRAMMER*†
soprano

Opera North
Oratorio Society
of New York

Frederic

CHRISTOPHER
NELSON*†
tenor

Des Moines Metro 
Opera

Ohio Light Opera
Amore Opera
Opera Santa 
Barbara

* Nashville Opera Debut
† Mary Ragland Young Artist

** Nashville Opera Directing Debut

Edith

CHRISTINE
AMON*†
mezzo-soprano
Opera Memphis
Opera Theatre 
of Pittsburgh

Toledo Choral 
Society

Samuel

ALEX
SOARE*†
bass-baritone
Des Moines Metro 
Opera

Opera Saratoga
Aspen Music Festival

Stage Director

DEAN
ANTHONY**
Director of Opera,
Brevard Music
Center, Janiec
Opera Company

Opera Director,
Washington
University, St. Louis

Opera Stage
Director, University
of Memphis

Florentine Opera
Fort Worth Opera
Opera Tampa
Tulsa Opera   

Accompanist
& Chorusmaster

AMY TATE
WILLIAMS
Nashville Opera 
1998-present

Nashville Opera:
Elmer Gantry,
Romeo and Juliet,
Don Giovanni, La
Bohème, Tosca,
Rigoletto, Andrea
Chénier, The Girl of
the Golden West,
The Difficulty of
Crossing a Field,
The Man Who
Mistook His Wife 
for a Hat, Romulus
Hunt, Florencia en el
Amazonas

Conductor

WILLIAM
BOGGS
Nashville Opera:
Iolanthe, Pagliacci,
Elmer Gantry, The
Student Prince, The
Fall of the House of
Usher, The Marriage
of Figaro, Madame
Butterfly, The Pearl
Fishers

Capital Opera
Florentine Opera
Bay View Music 
Festival

Shenyang 
Symphony

artists

Artistic Director

JOHN
HOOMES
Nashville Opera
1995-present

Nashville Opera:
Elmer Gantry,
Samson and
Delilah, Salome,
The Fall of the
House of Usher,
Andrea Chénier,
The Girl of the
Golden West, 
The Difficulty of
Crossing a Field,
The Man Who
Mistook His Wife 
for a Hat, Romulus
Hunt, Florencia en
el Amazonas

Arizona Opera
Florentine Opera
Lyric Opera 
Baltimore
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JOIN US!
* Reservations at 615.832.5242 or nashvilleopera.org.

At the Impresario Council Reception at Florencia en el Amazonas, January 23:
1. Claudia McCauley, Caroline Oakes, and Elizabeth Papel.  2. Laura Grider and
Berkeley Nance.  3. Carolyn Schott, Megan Barry, and Gary Schott.

Addressing vanderbilt’s Osher lifelong learning Institute at the noah liff Opera Center:
4. Executive Director of Vanderbilt’s Center for Latin American Studies Avery Dickins de
Girón.  5. Nashville Opera General and Artistic Director John Hoomes.

FORTE members at la Bella notte, January 17:
6. Jason and Corinne Bergeron with Cara Jackson and Andy Tarbutton.

1
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Sunday, March 15
OPERA CluB: Richard Strauss
2:30 p.m., Noah Liff Opera Center

Monday, March 16
Opera ON TOUR begins last week.

Thursday, March 19
Artists arri   ve for PIRATES rehearsals.

Saturday, March 21
OPERA@ FONTANEL
5 p.m., Natchez Hill WInery at Fontanel
(See page 12 for details.)

Tuesday, March 24
FORTE PuB CluB

5:30–7:30 p.m., 312 Pizza Company
Have fun.  Do good.  Join Nashville
Opera’s young professionals dedicated to
improving arts education in Middle
Tennessee.  No cover.

Sunday, March 29
IMPRESARIO COunCIl
THE PIRATES OF PEnZAnCE
ARTIST SPOnSOR DInnER & COnCERT *
6 p.m., Richland Country Club

Wednesday, April 1
nASHvIllE OPERA GuIlD 
BOARD MEETInG
10 a.m., Noah Liff Opera Center

Thursday, April 9
OPERA InSIGHTS PREvIEW TAlK 
6 p.m., Jackson Hall, TPAC
Sponsored by Hilton

BACKSTAGE TOuR *
6:30 p.m., Jackson Hall, TPAC

THE PIRATES 
OF PENZANCE
7 p.m., Jackson Hall, TPAC

Saturday, April 11
GuIlD PREMIERE DInnER *
5:30 p.m., Waller, Union Street

OPERA InSIGHTS PREvIEW TAlK
7 p.m., Jackson Hall, TPAC
Sponsored by Hilton

BACKSTAGE TOuR *
7:30 p.m., Jackson Hall, TPAC

THE PIRATES 
OF PENZANCE
8 p.m., Polk Theater, TPAC

Sunday, April 19
OPERA CluB: Joplin’s Treemonisha
2:30 p.m., Noah Liff Opera CENTER

Tuesday, May 5
THE BIG PAYBACK
12:01 a.m.–11:59 p.m.
thebigpayback.org

Tuesday, May 12
OPERA@ FAT BOTTOM
BEERS & BARITONES
5:30–8 p.m., Fat Bottom Brewing
900 Main Street, East Nashville

Thursday, May 14
nashville Opera Guild
Annual Spring Membership Meeting *
10:30 a.m., home of Ellen Martin

Wednesday, June 3
nASHvIllE OPERA GuIlD 
BOARD MEETInG
10 a.m., Noah Liff Opera Center

Saturday, June 6
OPERA ON THE MOUNTAIN
OPERA@ DYER OBSERVATORY
6 p.m., Vanderbilt Dyer Observatory
$55 table seat, $35 concert seat,
$75 carload.  Tickets on sale soon!

Sunday, July 19
OPERA@ FRANKLIN THEATRE
THE WIZARD OF OZ!
1:30 p.m., Franklin Theatre
Come sing with Dorothy and friends!
Tickets on sale soon!



2 3

4 51

6 7 8

9 10 11



12 13

La Bella NOtte
Presenting sponsor Stellar L ife

1. Francis Robinson Award Recipient Helen Brown with one of several
plumed Carnaval dancers on hand.  2. Jessica Henderson and Adam
Parkinson.  3. Julie and Bill Pursell.  4. Graham and Tina Stewart.  5. Martin
and Laura Renkis.  6. Dick and Ping Ragsdale.  7. Nashville Opera Finance
Director Lori Eubank and Art Director Cara Schneider receive The
President’s Award of Service from Opera Board President Don Holmes.  
8. Shelley and Harry Page.  9. John Schank of Stellar Life and Linda
Malone. 10. Brett and Meredythe Sweet. 11. Elaina and Ronald Scott.  
12. Judith Hodges and Jan van Eys.  13. Eleanor and Gary Parkes.  14. La
Bella Notte Chair Kathleen Evers.  15. Beth Fortune, Debbie Turner, and 
Lyn Plantina.  16. La Bella Notte           committee members Sandra Frank, Betty
Thackston, Esther Swink, Jocelynne McCall, Sherry Hooten, Guild President
Morel Enoch Harvey, Helen Brown, Anne Shepherd, Anne       Pennington, and
Debora Glennon.

14
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SUPPORT THROUGH

Nashville Opera recognizes the generous support of its education program and productions
through contributions and attendance at this year’s Nashville Opera Guild events.

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. Aaron
Mr. and Ms. J David Abernathy
Mr. and Mrs. Dillard G. Adams, Jr.
Ghassan Alfaqih and Nola B. Murphy
Dr. Joseph H. Allen
Mrs. Benjamin J. Alper
Mr. and Mrs. David B. Amiot
Emily Anderson
Mrs. William W. Anderson V
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas G. Andrews
Mr. Patrick D. Armentor
Dr. and Mrs. James E. Auer
AZZ Galvanizing, Nashville
Mrs. Dan Barge, Jr.
Judy and Joe Barker
Mr. George E. Barrett
Mr. and Mrs. Michael W. Barton
Ms. Karen C. Basham
Emme and Butch Baxter
Mr. and Mrs. John B. Bearden
Ms. Barbara Bechtold
Betty Bellamy
Madelyn and David Berezov
Mrs. Elaine W. Berg and 
Dr. Eric W. Berg III

Ms. Camilla D. Bergeron and 
Mr. Gus N. Davis

Jason and Corinne Bergeron
Dr. and Mrs. Ken D. Berry
Ms. Dot Blue
Mr. and Mrs. Boyd Bogle III
Barbara and Jack Bovender
Ms. M. K. Bowen
Ms. Jessica Bracken
Bradley Arant Boult Cummings LLP
Mr. and Mrs. Harold R. Bradley
Dr. Jan Lewis Brandes
Jere and Crystal Brassell
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Brod
Betty and Bob Brodie
Mr. Val C. Brooks
Dr. and Mrs. John C. Brothers
Dr. G. Helen Brown and 
Mr. Clyde L. Brown

Mr. and Mrs. George Brown
Mike and Iris Buhl
Mr. and Mrs. Paulus J. Buijsman
Ann and Frank Bumstead
Ms. Linda J. Burch
Walter Bussart
Dr. Ann Cook and Mr. Gerald Calhoun
Joy and Chris Calico
Dr. and Mrs. W. Barton Campbell
Miss Angela Canestrari
Ann and Sykes Cargile
Mrs. Margaret Carpenter
Mr. and Mrs. Lucius Carroll II
Ms. Martha B. Allard and 
Mr. James Cartiglia

Joya Caryl
Anita and Larry Cash
Mrs. William C. Cate, Jr.
Kirby Chambers
Mr. and Mrs. Dean F. Chase
Mr. and Mrs. Sam E. Christopher
Dr. Andre and Ms. Doreatha H. Churchwell
Drs. Leslie Douglas-Churchwell and 
Keith B. Churchwell

Connie and Tom Cigarran
Dr. Walter K. Clair and 
Dr. Deborah C. Webster-Clair

Mr. Patrick Clark
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Claxton
Anne and Ted Clayton
Nena Couch
Mrs. Tammy S. Collins
Mr. and Mrs. Gabriel C. Coltea
Community Health Systems
Mr. Charles Conrick
Mrs. Elizabeth F. Cormier
Ms. C.C. Couch
Mrs. Marion Pickering Couch
Mr. and Mrs. Donald S.A. Cowan
Ms. Carmen Cowden
Mr. and Mrs. George Creagh, Jr.
Ms. Jennifer Dalton
Mr. and Mrs. Steven J. Greil
Clara and Nelson Davenport
Mr. and Mrs. Maclin P. Davis, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. Dioguardi
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas R. Duncan
Mrs. Melody Dwyer
Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Eaden
Dr. and Mrs. Joe Edwards
Ms. Lori Emery
Empire Diamond Company
Annette S. Eskind
Mr. and Mrs. F. Bernard Evers
K. Evers Interiors
Dr. and Mrs. John H. Exton
Mr. and Mrs. Christian Fatzinger
Marilyn and Ren Fels
Dr. Luis Fernandez and Dr. Viviana Lavin
Julia A. Fesmire and Paul A. Alexis
Gregory and Wendy Firek
Mr. and Mrs. J. Anthony Fort
Beth Fortune and Debbie Turner
Robert Francis
Ms. Maggie Frank
Mr. and Mrs. Richard H. Frank, Jr.
Ms. Kendall Frazier
Dr. Rand T. Frederiksen
Mary Carol and Charl Friddell
Mr. and Mrs. James M. Frith
Ms. Ellielyn L. Frost
The G.E. Foundation
Mr. Albert Ganier III
Felicia and Larry Gates
Dr. and Mrs. Dan C. Geddie
Mr. Em Ghianni
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Gilbert III
Allis Dale and John Gillmor
Mr. Michael A. Ginsberg
Tamar and Assi Ginzburg
Girl With A Pearl
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Glassford
Mr. Mark Glazer and Ms. Cindy Stone
The John, Debora and Kyle Glennon 
Family Fund

Mr. and Mrs. Robert H. Goodall, Sr.
Michael Governale
Robin and Frederec Green
Mr. Steven J. Greil
Mr. Roupen M. Gulbenk
Daniel M. Haile
Dr. Dale Hamilton
Tom and Cordia Harrington
Dan Harris
Dr. Morel Enoch Harvey and 
Mr. E. Howard Harvey

HCA TriStar Health
Mrs. Phyllis Heard

Mr. Kevin High
Mr. John Hilley and Mrs. Kira Florita Hilley
Mr. and Mrs. David G. Hitt
Dr. and Mrs. Dan Hixon
Mrs. Judith Hodges
Mr. Devin S. Hogan and 
Mr. James E. Moore

Mr. and Mrs. James Hogge
Mr. Donald N. Holmes and 
Mrs. Deborah A. Smith-Holmes

Ms. Catherine J. Holsen
Home Appetit
Carol Penterman and John Hoomes
Dr. and Mrs. George Hooten
Mr. and Mrs. John R. Hooton
Mr. and Mrs. Maxwell G. Horkins, Jr.
Mr. Robert A. Horrar and 
Ms. Carol Powell Horrar

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Housch
Lydia Howarth and Nicholas S. Zeppos
Mr. and Mrs. Craig Huseby
Dr. and Mrs. Joseph W. Huston, III
Mrs. Martha R. Ingram
Ms. Cara Jackson
Mr. G. Brian Jackson and 
Mr. Roger E. Moore

Bob and Gloria Jackson
Ms. Joyce Jeffords
Frank and Audrey Jones
Dr. Lois Jordan
Mrs. Robert N. Joyner
Dr. and Mrs. Robert M. Kessler
Mrs. Ray T. Kitchens
Dr. Rahel Klapheke
Mrs. Maynard Kleve
Ms. Joanne B. Knight
The Honorable E. Clifton Knowles
Mr. and Mrs. Randolph M. Lagasse
Mrs. Theresa Lapidus
Ms. Sharon H. Lassiter
Dr. Paul A. Latour and Dr. Dana Latour
Mrs. Lawrence W. Lauterbach
Dr. and Mrs. John W. Lea
Mr. and Mrs. Robins H. Ledyard
Lehman Family Advised Fund 
of the Community Foundation 
of Middle Tennessee

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Leiser
Ms. Sally M. Levine
Sam Levine Productions, Inc.
Mr. Robert H. Levy
Lexus of Nashville
Lipman Brothers
Dr. and Mrs. Kenneth M. Lloyd
Mrs. Russell J. Love
Mr. John M. Lutz
Mr. and Mrs. Michael M. Lynd
Dr. and Mrs. Charles Maguire
Ms. Dawn Mangrum
Mr. and Mrs. David L. Manning
Patty and Jim Marks
Mr. and Mrs. James M. Marler
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy G. Marlette
Mrs. Robert O. Martin
Ms. Jocelynne McCall
Mr. Robert McCluskey
Dr. Sandra McCoy and Dr. Steve Harder
Mrs. Kathryn C. McDaniel
Mr. and Mrs. James McGrath
Karen and Scott McKean
Ms. Priscilla A. McKeehan

Dr. and Mrs. Paul C. McNabb
Ann Marie and Martin McNamara III
Mr. and Mrs. Clifton McPherson
MEDHOST
Mr. and Mrs. Dirk P. Melton
Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Mendes
Ms. Miranda Merrick
The Honorable Gilbert S. Merritt
Mr. and Mrs. David Miller
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Miller
Mr. and Mrs. Kent C. Moegerle
Mr. and Mrs. John Ward Moore, Jr.
Eugenia Moore
Mr. and Mrs. Herschel Moore
Ms. Stephanie Moore
Melissa Mosteller
Mr. Robert J. Moye, III
Ms. Kristin Murphy
Ms. Patricia Murphy
Music City Tents and Events
My Sweet Dessert
Mr. and Mrs. J. William Myers
Nashville Ballet
Nashville Opera Makeup Artists
National Dance Clubs, Belle Meade
Dr. Anisa Nayeem and Mr. Wait Griswold
Neal & Harwell, PLC
Mrs. Dianne Neal
Mrs. Laddie Neil
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin C. Nelson
Mr. and Mrs. Charles R. Niewold
Mr. Albert W. Nisley
Christina Noggle
Kathleen O'Brien
Mr. and Mrs. W. Huntley Oliver, Jr.
Doris R. O’Neil
Dr. and Mrs. Harry L. Page, Jr.
Mr. Chris Panagopoulos
Mr. and Mrs. Sokrates Pantelides
Elizabeth and Larry Papel
Eleanor and Gary Parkes
Mr. and Mrs. Neil Parrish
Drs. Teresa and Phillip Patterson
Mr. and Mrs. Neiland Pennington
Drs. Elizabeth and Mario Perez-Reilly
Mr. Adam Perkinson
Mr. and Mrs. Philip M. Pfeffer
Ms Barbara G. Phillips
Raymond and Sandi Pirtle
Mr. and Mrs. Keith B. Pitts
Mr. Van G. Pond, Jr. and 
Mr. David L. Glasgow

Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey R. Prescott
Ms. Brittany Pride
Mr. and Mrs. William W. Pursell
The Ragsdale Family Foundation
Ellie and Chuck Raths
Martin and Laura Renkis
Mr. and Mrs. Rick E. Reynolds
Mr. and Mrs. John D. Rich
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Riven
Ms. Christy C. Robinson
Mary Ellen and Tom Rodgers
Dr. Alice Roemer-Toarmina
Mr. and Mrs. David Rollins
Joy and JR Roper
John Russell
Ms. Nancy Russell
Mr. Todd Sandahl
Mr. and Mrs. John Stoll Sanders
The Right Reverend and 

Mrs. William E. Sanders
Mr. Edward H. Sandler
Mr. Thomas Scarborough
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas W. Schlater III
Ms. Cara L. Schneider
Molly and Richard Schneider
Dr. and Mrs. Timothy Schoettle
Carolyn W. Schott
Elaina and Ronnie Scott
Mr. John Sellberg
Joan B. Shayne
Mrs. Jack W. Shepherd
Ms. Cameron C. Simmons
Mr. and Mrs. D. Mark Simmons
Mr. and Mrs. Martin E. Simmons
Mr. and Mrs. Irving Slotchiver
Beverly and Irvin Small
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey B. Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Robert D. Smith
Mr. Noah E. Spiegel
Irma and Bob Spies
Mr. and Mrs. David Spodek
Mrs. Sarah F. Stamps
Stellar Life
La Bella Notte Presenting Sponsor

Mrs. Allison Hughes Stroud
Brett and Meredythe Sweet
Sue and Earl Swensson
Dr. Esther and Mr. Jeffrey Swink
Ms. Deborah Tallent-Barcus
Mr. Mark L. Taylor and Dr. Steve Hyman
Reverend and Mrs. Timus G. Taylor
Mr. Rusty Terry
Dr. and Mrs. Edward L. Thackston
Kent Thomas
Mary Battle Thompson and Bob Thompson
Heather Thorne
Mrs. Robert Threadgill
Mr. and Mrs. Louis B. Todd, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Nelson Trabue
Mrs. Irina Trenary
Barbara S. Turner
Mr. and Mrs. William E. Turner, Jr.
Nancy Coleman and 
M. Andrew Valentine

Reverend and Mrs. Peter Van Eys
Mr. and Mrs. Peter van Lingen
Vanderbilt University
Mr. Jason Facio and Mr. Paul Vasterling
Tom Ventress
Dr. and Mrs. George Vernardakis
Mr. Henry Walker
Dr. James Walker and Ms. Shannon Danner
Mr. and Mrs. Tom D. Walker
Mrs. Kathryn Walker
Pam Wallace with Fresh Floral Arrangements
Mr. and Mrs. Walter N. Wallace, Jr.
Ms. Kathryn Walsh
Mrs. and Mr. Joel E. Warren
Mrs. Johnna Watson
Mrs. Debra Greenspan and 
Mr. Talmage Watts

Jonathan and Janet Weaver
Roslynn E. Webb
Mr. and Mrs. Robert F. Weigel
Dr. and Mrs. William O. Whetsell, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. John Warner White
Dr. and Mrs. Kent White
Mr. and Mrs. John W. Whiteman
Stacy Widelitz

OPERA
NASHVILLE

Guild



Dr. and Mrs. H. James Wiesman
Ms. Sarah Willard
Mr. and Mrs. W. Fred Williams
Ms. Judy S. Williams
Ms. Deborah Williamson and 
Ms. Deana Williamson

Mr. and Mrs. W. Ridley Wills II
Mr. and Mrs. William Ridley Wills III
Ms. Blythe Wilson
Marilyn Shields-Wiltsie and 
Dr. Theodore E. Wiltsie

The Wine Chap
Dr. and Mrs. Nat T. Winston, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Wood
Mr. and Mrs. John D. York
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Youngblood
Ms. Olia Zavozina
Mrs. Shirley Zeitlin

La Bella Notte 2015
Table Hosts

GIFTS IN MEMORY

In memory of Betty Allen
Dr. Alice A Hinton

In memory of Teresa Coleman
Mrs. Dancey Sanders

In memory of Mary M. Enoch
Dr. Morel Enoch Harvey

In memory of William F. Fennessey
Marion Pickering Couch

In memory of Edward Fish
Mrs. Laura Massey Bearden
Mrs. Theresa Lapidus

In memory of Edwin Anthony Heard, Jr.
Phyllis Heard

In memory of Ruth Akin Hightower
Mrs. Ruth Roberts Cowan

In memory of Camille Jordan
Ms. Nancy Ellen Coleman

In memory of Claire Panagopoulos 
Mr. Patrick David Armentor
Michael and Barbara Barton 
Ms. Karen C Basham
Ms. Betty Bellamy
Ms. Dot Blue
Ms. Margaret E Carpenter
Ms. Nancy Ellen Coleman
Lynn Confer
Mr. and Mrs. F. Bernard Evers
Ms. Kendall Frazier
Dr. Morel Enoch Harvey
Mrs. Theresa Lapidus
Mr. and Mrs. Neiland Pennington 
Jeffrey and Kathryn Prescott 
Molly and Richard Schneider 
Dr. Esther and Mrs. Jeffrey Swink 
Betty and Edward Thackston 
Jonathan and Janet Weaver 

In memory of Lt. Cmdr. 
Alan A. Patterson, USN

Phillip and Teresa Patterson

In memory of Lucille Penterman
June Bogle
Ms. Nancy Ellen Coleman
Dancey Sanders
Molly and Richard Schneider

In memory of Betsy Thompson
Marilyn Fels
Mrs. Maxwell G. Horkins, Jr.

LA BELLA NOTTE 2015
AUCTION DONORS

360 Bistro
Aegis Health Group
American Pearl Co
Ann Marie & Martin McNamara
Ash Blue
Belle Meade Dermatology
Belle Meade Framers
Belmont Mansion
Best One Tire
Blue Bohemian
Bongo World Productions
Bradford’s  Interiors
Brentwood Jewelry & Gifts
Bria
Brick Tops
Brinkman Wine & Spirits

Brooks Brothers
Buckhorn Inn
Bud’s Liquors & Wines
Carly Simon
Center for Advanced Dentistry
Cheekwood
Closets & More
Corner Market
Davishire Interiors
Diane Marie Lee
Earl Swensson & Associates
Eileen Fels Pottery
Endearings
Etch Restaurant
Fine Jewelry
French Shoppe
Girl with a Pearl
Gold Skin Care
Henig Furs
Hilton Downtown Nashville
Home Appetit
J. Alexander’s
J. Haynes Interiors
Jeanne’s Fantasia
John Sellberg Pottery
Kiva Salon & Spa
Lumen Lamps
Lyrics  Restaurant
M Street Entertainment
Mark Simmons Interiors
Marmi Shoes
Mary Overstreet & Portraits Inc
Merridian Home Furnishings

Midtown Wines
Muna Couture
Nashville Ballet
Nashville Rug Gallery
Nashville Symphony
Noah Liff Opera Center
Old Natchez Country Club
Olga Alexeeva
Omni Hotel
Owl’s Hill Sanctuary
Paper Place
Parnassus Books
Phillips Toy Mart
Private Editions
R. Higgins Interiors
Reed Hummell Photography
Regency Furs
Renee Lowery Fine Art & Photography
Ro B Co
Southern Steak & Oyster House
Special Effects by Jane Jane Martin
Sterling Sanders
TanNa Young
The Ballroom Green Hills
The Cheesecake Factory
Tim Ozgenger of OZ
Tina Adams Consulting
Tom Turnbull
University of AL
University of Georgia
W Midtown Hotel Atlanta
Walton’s Antique & Estate Jewelry
Yellow Porch

9

La Bella NOtte patrOn Party
1. Host Ridley WIlls is danced into dinner by an instructor from National Dance
Clubs of Belle Meade.  2. General and Artistic Director John Hoomes and Barbara
Bovender.  3. La Bella Notte Honorary Chairs Martin and Ann Marie McNamara
with daughter Betsy and Ridley Wills, hosts of the Patron Party.  4. Jack Bovender
and Michael Barton.  5. Patron Party Chairs Jocelynne McCall and Deborah
Tallent-Barcus with Guild President Morel Enoch Harvey, center.  6. Soprano
Elizabeth Caballero and June Bogle.

4
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TURANDOT by Puccini
October 8 & 10, 2015  ~  Andrew Jackson Hall, TPAC  ~  The Patricia and Rodes Hart Production

After composing LA BOHÈME, TOSCA, and MADAMA BUTTERFLY, what could Puccini possibly do for a final statement?
The answer:  TURANDOT.  Containing some of the greatest operatic music ever written, TURANDOT is the culmination 
of Puccini’s brilliant career.  This grand-scale opera is full of thrilling choruses, thundering orchestrations, and a cast
consisting of, well, most of ancient China!  This magnificent work—which features Pavarotti’s signature aria, “Nessun
dorma”—promises to be a landmark event for the Nashville Opera and an evening not to be missed.  
(Sung in Italian with easy-to-read English supertitles)

HYDROGEN JUKEBOX by Philip Glass
november 13, 14, & 15, 2015  ~  The noah liff Opera Center

NEW Production! Join us for an intimate voyage through the cultural landscape of America from the 
1950’s through the 1980’s.  Delving into such topics as life, death, the atomic bomb, sex, drugs, rock and 
roll, war, and significant political events, HYDROGEN JUKEBOX is a kaleidoscope of societal phenomena.
This electrifying opera—featuring a haunting, dynamic score by Philip Glass and the prophetic poetry 
of Allen Ginsberg—promises to overwhelm your senses with a poignant experience that is at once 
passionately nostalgic and strikingly relevant.  (Sung in English with easy-to-read English supertitles)

nOTE:  This opera contains adult language and subject matter.

COSÌ FAN TUTTE by Mozart
January 22, 24, & 26, 2016  ~  James K. Polk Theater, TPAC

It all starts with a bet.  Two young men enter into a wager with an older bachelor to prove
the indestructible fidelity of their beautiful fiancées.  Lesson #1:  Never make bets in which

the human heart is involved.  This comic opera is the peak of Mozart’s brilliant explo-
ration into the workings of love.  Following closely on the heels of such masterpieces
as THE MARRIAGE OF FIGARO and DON GIOVANNI, COSÌ FAN TUTTE is the ultimate
statement on the dissimilarity between men and women when it comes to affairs
of the heart.  (Sung in Italian with easy-to-read English supertitles)

DIE FLEDERMAUS
by Johann Strauss
April 7 & 9, 2016  ~  Andrew Jackson Hall, TPAC

From “King of the Waltz” Johann Strauss comes the most popular comic
operetta ever written.  Based on a French farce (by way of Vienna), this
madcap, comic production has been described as “The Marx Brothers

meet The Carol Burnett Show” by critics and audiences alike.
Featuring elaborate sets, costumes, and split-second timing—and

filled throughout with the magic and effervescent music of 
the glorious Viennese waltz—DIE FLEDERMAUS offers an

unforgettable night of glorious music, thrilling singing,
and side-splitting comedy.  (Sung in English with 

easy-to-read English supertitles)
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JOHN HOOMES INTRODUCES

2O15.16!

Be a 
Nashville Opera

EARLY 
BIRD

Renew your subscription 
by April 30 and keep 
your primo seats!
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ORDER SEASON TICKETS!

6.00

X =
X =

X =
X =
X =

X =
X =
X =

X =
X =

1 Select your operas.

Balcony

Tier

Orchestra

Loge

Loge

JACKSON: q Orchestra q Tier q Loge q Balcony
POLK: q Orchestra q Grand Tier
LIFF: q Center (Premiere) q Side q Accessible
Special needs: q Please remove theater seat for my wheelchair.     

q no stairs     q aisle seat only

Please Note: We will make every effort to accommodate exact seat location requested.  In the
event of sold-out sections, priority will be given to 3-Opera ticket buyers, after which seats will be
assigned by date received.  Exclusive renewal period through April 30, 2016, when sales open to
the public.  Prices above include TPAC facility fees of $2.50.

2 Tell us your seating preferences.

JACKSON

POLK

Name

Address

City State Zip

Home Phone Work Phone

E-mail

q Check payable to Nashville Opera    q Credit Card

Acct # Exp. Date  

Signature Security Code

q I would like to make monthly payments.  Number of payments:

Nashville Opera will not send more than 3 e-mails per month and will not share your e-mail address.

3 Personal and Payment Information

4 Order Now!

FLEX TICKETS! Buy now.  Save now.
Pick your dates later!  Call 615.832.5242.

By mail or in person: Nashville Opera, The Noah Liff Opera Center 
3622 Redmon Street, Nashville, TN 37209 
By phone: 615.832.5242   By fax: 615.297.6337  
Online at our SECURE SERVER: www.nashvilleopera.org   

LIFF

OPERA
NASHVILLE

Premiere Level I Level II Level III Level IV # of Seats Price Each Subtotal
TURANDOT Andrew Jackson Hall, TPAC

q Thursday, October 8, 2015 (7 p.m.) q 99 q 79 q 66.50 q 46 q 26
q Saturday, October 10, 2015 (8 p.m.) q 99 q 79 q 66.50 q 46 q 26

HYDROGEN JUKEBOX Noah Liff Opera Center

q Friday, November 13, 2015 (8 p.m.) q 65 q 40 q 25
q Saturday, November 14, 2015 (8 p.m.) q 65 q 40 q 25
q Sunday, November 15, 2015 (2 p.m.) q 65 q 40 q 25

COSÌ FAN TUTTE James K. Polk Theater, TPAC

q Friday, January 22, 2016 (8 p.m.) q 99 q 79 q 66.50 q 46 q 26
q Sunday, January 24, 2016 (2 p.m.) q 99 q 79 q 66.50 q 46 q 26
q Tuesday, January 26, 2016 (7 p.m.) q 99 q 79 q 66.50 q 46 q 26

DIE FLEDERMAUS Andrew Jackson Hall, TPAC

q Thursday, April 7, 2016 (7 p.m.) q 99 q 79 q 66.50 q 46 q 26
q Saturday, April 9, 2016 (8 p.m.) q 99 q 79 q 66.50 q 46 q 26

SUBTOTAL

- 10% DISCOUNT when you select 3 operas!
SUBTOTAL

Tax-deductible gift to Nashville Opera
Gifts of $2000+ qualify you for the Impresario Council.

For more, please call us at 615.832.5242.

Printing and Mailing Fee

GRAND TOTAL

Orchestra

GrandTier
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VISIONARIES
Vision 20/20 supporters make new commitments above and
beyond their annual support or have matched gifts to underwrite
enhanced productions.  Established to further the vision and future
of  Nashville Opera, these investments create outstanding opera pro-
ductions, showcase the artistry of  world-class talent, and sustain opera
as a significant art form.  To join this important group of  visionaries and
be a part of  Nashville Opera as it forges a path to the future, please call
the Development Department at 615.986.3567 or 615.986.3560.

Elizabeth Caballero as Florencia, January 2015

Bill Armistead
Judy and Joe Barker *
Barbara and Jack Bovender
Ann and Frank Bumstead *
Colleen Conway-Welch 
Ruth Akin Roberts Cowan *
Mr. and Mrs. Zachary and Jessica Liff *

Ann Marie and Martin McNamara III
Mary Ellen and Tom Rodgers
Susan and Luke Simons
Sue and Earl Swensson *
Three of US Foundation *

* Designated Production Sponsor

NEW! 
OPERA@ FONTANEL 
Saturday, March 21, 5 p.m.

4225 Whites Creek Pike, Nashville

This evening of story songs at Natchez Hill
Winery Tasting Room at Fontanel features
jazzical blues act MASTERS MARIE and
Nashville Opera’s Mary Ragland Young
Artists.  There is no cover, but a suggest-
ed $20 donation at the door benefits the
Opera.  Enjoy a full bar and tapas menu.
Show starts at 7.  First come, first served.

OPERA@ FAT BOTTOM:
BEERS & BARITONES
May 12, 5:30–8 p.m

900 Main Street, East Nashville

Gather your friends and toast, because
$1 from every beer purchase will benefit
the Opera!  No cover.

OPERA ON THE MOUNTAIN:
OPERA@ VANDERBILT 
DYER OBSERVATORY
June 6, 6 p.m.

1000 Oman Drive, Brentwood

Enjoy picnic dining, an outdoor concert,
and the opportunity to stargaze through
the grand telescope.  The cost is $55 for
a table seat, $35 for a concert seat, $70
per carload for grass seating, and $85 for
the Patron Level and its special perks.

Supported by

OPERA@ FRANKLIN THEATRE: 
WIZARD OF OZ
July 19, 1:30 p.m.

419 Main Street, Franklin

You can sing every song on the Yellow
Brick Road aided by the subtitles!  Come

as you are or dress up as your favorite
character!  The cost is $20 for cabaret
and balcony seating, $15 for orchestra.

OPERA@ NLOC:
PAINT ALONG OPERA
August 11, 6:30 p.m.

3622 Redmon Street, Nashville

Learn about the visual elements of opera
while you paint a scene inspired by
TURANDOT.  A $45 ticket includes all 
supplies, refreshments, and instruction!

OO
O The Opera@ Series

is supported by



RAISE YOUR GLASSES

a champagne toast!
Gifts of $1,000+ to Nashville Opera’s Capital Campaign through February 11, 2015

$1 MILLION+

Anonymous
Judy and Joe Barker
The Judy and Noah Liff Foundation
The Ragsdale Family Foundation 

$500,000+

Earl Swensson Associates, Inc.
Patricia and Rodes Hart *
The HCA Foundation *

$250,000+

Barbara and Jack Bovender
Mr. and Mrs. James C. Bradford, Jr. 
The Frist Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. J. Michael Hayes
The Kresge Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Darren Liff 
Zachary Liff 
The Memorial Foundation 

$100,000+

Dr. Joseph H. Allen 
Bridgestone Americas Trust Fund 
Community Health Systems
Delek Fund for Hope
The Mary Ragland Foundation *  
Mrs. Jack C. Massey 
In Honor of Carol Penterman
and John Hoomes
Past and Current Board, Guild, 
and Staff of Nashville Opera

Mr. and Mrs. Earl S. Swensson 
John D. and Elva Hollings Thomison †
Mr. and Mrs. W. Fred Williams

$50,000+

Mr. and Mrs. Frank M. Bumstead
I.C. Thomasson Associates   
KSI Structural Engineers

Landis B. Gullett 
Charitable Lead Annuity Trust

Dr. and Mrs. Harry L. Page, Jr. 
Mr. and Mrs. P. Michael Saint
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Turner 

$25,000+

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Aaron
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas G. Andrews
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Cruickshanks 
Mr. and Mrs. Brownlee O. Currey, Jr. 
Mr. Charles W. Dunn
Allis Dale and John Gillmor 
Mr. and Mrs. James L. McGregor
Mr. and Mrs. Martin F. McNamara III
Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. McNeilly, Jr.
Mary Ellen and Tom Rodgers 
Anne and Charles Roos
Samuel M. Fleming Foundation
Seigenthaler Public Relations
Susan and Luke Simons
SunTrust Bank
Nancy Coleman and 
M. Andrew Valentine

Janet and Jonathan Weaver

$10,000+

Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Altenbern
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Bracken
Bradley Arant Boult Cummings
John Auston Bridges

Ann and Sykes Cargile
Drs. Leslie and Keith Churchwell
Civil Site Design Group   
In Honor of Jean and Allen Eskind
Linda Rebrovick and Brad Eskind

John, Debora, and Kyle Glennon 
Family Fund

Horrell Company
The Hunt Family Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Leiser
Mr. Irving E. Lingo, Jr.
Ms. Jocelynne McCall
Karen and Scott McKean
Neal & Harwell, PLC
Elizabeth and Larry Papel
Mr. Raymond Pirtle, Jr.
Molly and Richard Schneider
Dr. and Mrs. Max I. Shaff
Beverly and Irvin Small
Dr. and Mrs. Paul Sternberg
Dr. and Mrs. William O. Whetsell, Jr.
Jerry and Ernie Williams
Mrs. Judy Williams
Lydia Howarth and Nicholas Zeppos

$5,000+

Aladdin Industries Foundation, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Jere T. Brassell
Philip Bredesen and Andrea Conte
Mr. and Mrs. William H. Cammack
The Cammack Family Advised Fund of 
the Community Foundation of 
Middle Tennessee

Rev. and Mrs. Fred Dettwiller
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas R. Duncan 
Ms. Kitty Moon and Mr. Pat Emery
Mrs. Annette S. Eskind

Belmont University: 
Dr. and Mrs. Robert C. Fisher

Deloitte & Touche 
Robin and Gary Glover
Mr. G. Brian Jackson and 
Mr. Roger E. Moore

Sam Lehr
Marilyn and Robert Martin
Minor Family Foundation
Carol Penterman and John Hoomes
Mr. and Mrs. Michael D. Shmerling
Elizabeth and Sandy Tipping

$2,000+

Atkinson Public Relations
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Tod Brock
Mike and Iris Buhl
Caterpillar Financial Services Corp. 
Mr. and Mrs. Donald S.A. Cowan 
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory K. James 
Mr. and Mrs. William B. King, Jr.
Susan and Ric Pennisi 
Mr. and Mrs. Philip M. Pfeffer 
John Pfeiffer  
Ellie and Chuck Raths 
Paula T. Roberts 
Lanita and Michael Shea
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce D. Sullivan 
Dr. Jan van Eys 
Ms. Janet Eyler and Mr. Edwin Walker 
Dr. and Mrs. Robert R. West
Ms. Marilyn Shields-Wiltsie and 
Dr. Theodore E. Wiltsie 

Janet and Alan Yuspeh

$1,000+

Anonymous
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Aiken 
Mrs. Ben J. Alper
Mr. Mark J. Bloom
Mr. and Mrs. Boyd Bogle III
Dr. G. Helen and Mr. Clyde L. Brown
Mr. and Mrs. Ben Cundiff
Mr. and Mrs. Jerald Doochin
Ms. Tish Fort  
The Rufus E. Fort Family 
Advised Fund of the Community 
Foundation of Middle Tennessee

Mr. and Mrs. Richard H. Frank, Jr.
Dr. George F. Gray, Jr. 
Dr. Jackson Harris
Heidtke Charitable Foundation
Mrs. Judith Hodges
Dr. and Mrs. Henry Howerton
Ms. Cara Jackson 
Ms. Sally M. Levine 
Mr. and Mrs. Dan Marcum 
Dr. and Mrs. Samuel R. Marney, Jr. 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank I. Nebhut, Jr.
Dr. Eric Raefsky and Ms. Victoria Heil
Mrs. Walter M. Robinson
Ms. Georgianna Russell
Mr. David Saint
Mrs. Anne W. Shepherd
Pamela Sixfin

Irma and Bob Spies
Stites & Harbison, PLLC 
Mr. and Mrs. Howard Stringer
Ms. Laura Turner 
Mimi and Charlie Vaughn
Weichert Realtors / 
The Andrews Group
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We thank these donors who supported Nashville Opera during The Big Payback, a
daylong online giving event last May.  This year’s date is May 5.  Mark your calendars!

Anonymous (8)
Julia Aaron
Celia Applegate
Barbara Arrowsmith
Betty Bellamy
Jason Bergeron
Susan Boggs
William Boggs
Marie-Vanel Borderon
P. Bracy
Jeanne Brooks
Joy Calico
Angela Canestrari
Ann Cargile
William Cargo
Margaret Carpenter
Phil Cobucci

Sara Cook
Brendan Cooke
Thomas Corbeil
Robert Covington
Doug and Sondra Cruickshanks
Susan Danis
James  Dickson
Mary Dunleavy
Charles Dunn
Allison Dye
Sandra Eddy
Yigal Efroni
Val F.
Dale Farran
Jason Ferrante
Kathryn Firsching
Beth Fortune

Julie Frazier
Mona Frederick
Herschel Garfein
John Gillmor
Kathleen Glaser
Othalie Graham
George F. Gray, Jr.
Debra Greenspan
Steven Greil
Ben Harris
Levi Hernandez
John Hilley
Donald Holmes
Stuart Holt
Robert Horton
Sarah Hudson
Joel Hutchison
Cara Jackson

Amy Jarman
David Joffe
Carl Johnson
Marvin Kronenberg
Elizabeth Lamb
Ray Langton
Kirsten and Bart LeFan
Jee Hyun Lim
Leta Maloney
Jayme Marrs
Amanda McCaslin
Claudia McCauley
Scott McKean
Corey McKern
Patrick McMakin
Ann Marie and 
Martin McNamara

Kristin Murphy

J. William Myers
Lynn Newcomb
Scott Newman
Nicholas Nguyen
Timothy O'Leary
Patricia Olsen
Margaret Ordoubadian
Andy Ottoson
Claire Panagopoulos
Phillip Patterson
Patricia Pena
Dawn Pierce
Philippe Pierce
Elizabeth Rapisarda
Eleanor Raths
Martin Renkis
Vale Rideout
Jennifer Rivera

Tom and Mary Ellen Rodgers
Jackie Roth Karr
Jerome Shannon
Denise Sheehan
Pamela Sixfin
Rebecca Sjöwall
Roy Cornelius Smith
Noah Spiegel
Irma Spies
Barry Steele
Constance Stephan
Noele Stollmack
Erika Sunnegårdh
Ryan Taylor
Heather Thorne
Kate Thorp
Elizabeth Tipping
Henry Walker

Sabrina Warren
Robert Weatherly
Harry L. Weddle
Meike Werner
Dr. Kent and 
Gretchen White

Linda White
Jeffrey Williams
Susan Williams
Judy Williams
Randy Williams
Dean Williamson
Hank Woerner
Mark Wollaeger
Ann Woodmore
Grant Youngblood
Tomer Zvulun
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See Jack and the Beanstalk!
HCA TriStar Nashville Opera ON TOUR was scheduled for 7 weeks on

the road with 73 performances at 45 schools and 14 community venues.
Though the ice storm closed schools for part of  run, we still covered 13
Middle Tennessee counties and had 14 schools on the sold-out tour waiting
list!  You and your family can enjoy a free community performance of
John Davies’ Jack and the Beanstalk.  Join us at these locations!

Saturday, March 14 10 a.m. Conexion @ Casa Azafran
2 p.m. Goodlettsville library

Sunday, March 15 2 p.m. Belle Meade Plantation

THE JUDY & NOAH
LIFF FOUNDATION

THE SAMUEL FLEMING
FOUNDATION

THE MARY RAGLAND
FOUNDATION

Additional Support

BROUGHT TO YOU BY

Mary Ragland Young
Artists Christopher Nelson
and Hanna Brammer as

Jack and his mother.

Below, Alex Soare 
as the Giant.

14
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It’s almost impossible to have missed the avalanche of
glowing press touting Nashville’s high quality of  life, cultur-
al vitality, and recent economic successes.  What may be less
obvious is a major reason for these complimentary acco-
lades: Nashville boasts a population with one of  the most
avid appetites for arts and culture in the entire country.
Behind only Washington, D.C., in terms of  overall “vibran-
cy,” Nashville consistently ranks in the top 10 in every mea-
sure for leading an “expressive life,” a term coined by for-
mer National Endowment for the Arts Chairman and
Vanderbilt Curb
Center Director
Bill Ivey.
I’ve had a lot of

time to think about
the expressive life
here in Nashville
and all the ways in
which our commu-
nity—government
leaders, citizens,
artists of  all types,
and businesses—
continue to culti-
vate and nurture
this vitality.  It
came full circle to
me in November,
when I was invited
to participate in a
convening at the
NEA to talk about
a practice called “creative placemaking.”  The term was orig-
inally coined by Rocco Landesman, who, during his term as
the 11th chair of  the NEA, wanted to develop ways for the
arts to leverage the creative potential already present in a
place and develop diverse opportunities—including eco-
nomic opportunities—for citizens to thrive in that place.
He envisioned fostering vibrant neighborhoods that, by cap-
italizing on their diversity, would make spontaneous interac-
tion among residents and businesses more natural, creating
a greater sense of  community and at the same time present-
ing a business-friendly environment.  

When you think about it, that’s exactly what Nashville
has done so well!   Of  course, it doesn’t hurt that we attract
some of  the most talented artists in the world to our city, but
the collaboration of  community, business, and civic leaders
has ensured our creative placemaking achievements.  The
success is highly visible on all fronts—artistic, economic,
entrepreneurial, ethnic and cultural diversity, and civic
engagement.  We have much to be proud of.
The concept of  creative placemaking is deeply ingrained

in the fabric and fiber of  our city, largely because our lead-
ers saw the poten-
tial of  the arts as a
c h a n g e - m a k e r
before the con-
crete was even laid.
As a relatively
young opera com-
pany (the 2015-
2016 season will be
our 35th; by con-
trast, the Met will
be ending their
135th this spring!),
Nashville Opera
could never have
ascended to our
current level with-
out the ardent sup-
port of  our city
leaders who laid
the groundwork
for a culture of,

well, culture. Naturally, the Opera owes a great deal to our
decades of  passionate patrons, Nashville’s welcoming busi-
ness environment, and an education system willing to bring
our celebrated ON TOUR program into schools well before
other communities saw the benefit of  such a program.  But,
it has been the unwavering dedication of  our collaborative
community that has provided the bedrock for our thriving
opera—and arts—culture.  It goes without saying, then, that
Nashville itself  is a key reason that we are able to innovate,
engage, and serve this dynamic and rapidly evolving city.

AN EXPRESSIVE LIFE
IN A CREATIVE PLACE
Music City offers it, and we think OPERA adds in a big way!

NOAH E. SPIEGEL
Chief Operating Officer

Part of a creative collaboration between Vanderbilt University’s Center for Latin
American Studies, Conexión Américas, and Nashville Opera included the screening

of the film THE HOUSE OF THE SPIRITS at the Noah Liff Opera Center, January 8.
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ANNUAL FUND GIFTS

GUARDIAN

Anonymous  
Ingram Industries, Inc.
Judy and Noah Liff Foundation
Metro Nashville Arts Commission
Middle Tennessee Opera Support Fund
Nashville Opera Guild
National Endowment for the Arts
The Three of US Foundation *

PRODUCER

The HCA Foundation
Tennessee Arts Commission

DIRECTOR

The Mary C. Ragland Foundation  
Samuel M. Fleming Foundation 

PLATINUM CIRCLE

Bridgestone Americas Trust Fund *
Delek Fund for Hope n
Jackson National Insurance
Lexus of Nashville 
The Memorial Foundation
Regions Bank
Stellar Life 
SunTrust Bank

GOLD CIRCLE

Advanced Network Solutions
The Community Foundation 
of Middle Tennessee

MarketStreet Enterprises
MEDHOST
Minuteman Press
NovaCopy, Inc.
Premier Parking
Publix Super Markets Charities, Inc.
Ernest and Selma Rosenblum Fund 
for the Performing Arts n

Seiler Pianos and Samick Music Corp. 
TechSoup

SILVER CIRCLE

AmazonSmile Foundation
FirstBank
Frist Foundation
Ann and Gordon Getty Foundation
HCA TriStar Health
Jack C. Massey Foundation
Music City Events
Northern Trust 
Vanderbilt
Washington Foundation
Wells Fargo

FOUNDERS CIRCLE

Aladdin Industries Foundation, Inc. 
Community Health Systems
Bradley Arant Boult Cummings, LLP

PRESIDENT’S CIRCLE

The Atticus Trust
AZZ Galvanizing - Nashville
Crain Construction
Gibson Guitars
HCA Caring for the Community
J.P. Morgan
Ragland Corporation
The Rich Foundation
Henry Laird Smith Foundation
The Village Real Estate Advised Fund n
Waller

BENEFACTOR’S CIRCLE

The Bank of Nashville
EBS Foundation
E.T. Burk Furniture 

IMPRESARIO COUNCIL

The 2014.15 Impresario Council 
is supported by

GUARDIAN

Mrs. Martha R. Ingram

VIRTUOSO

Judy and Joe Barker O
Barbara and Jack Bovender
Ann and Frank Bumstead O
Landis B. Gullett Charitable 
Lead Annuity Trust

Sue and Earl Swensson O
Jonathan and Janet Weaver O

MAESTRO

George F. Gray, Jr.

DIVA/DIVO

Crystal and Jere Brassell
Anita and Larry Cash
Allis Dale and John Gillmor
Mr. Donald L. Holmes and 
Mrs. Deborah A. Smith-Holmes

Mr. and Mrs. Zachary and Jessica Liff O

ARTIST

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. Aaron
Dr. Joseph Allen
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas G. Andrews
Mr. and Mrs. Boyd Bogle III
Mr. and Mrs. William Cammack
The Cammack Family Advised Fund n
Charles W. Dunn
Ann Marie and Martin McNamara III O
Dr. and Mrs. Harry L. Page, Jr.
Eleanor and Gary Parkes
Mary Ellen and Tom Rodgers
Joy and J.R. Roper
Elaina and Ronnie Scott

Mary Hoffschwelle and
Carroll Van West O

Marilyn Shields-Wiltsie and 
Dr. Theodore E. Wiltsie

ENSEMBLE

Anonymous (2)
Dr. Naji Abumrad O
Ms. Sue Atkinson
Corinne and Jason Bergeron
Mrs. James C. Bradford
Dr. Jan Brandes
Ann and Sykes Cargile
Mr. and Mrs. Donald S.A. Cowan
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas R. Duncan
Judy and Bob Fisher
Beth Fortune and Debbie Turner
Tamar and Assi Ginzburg
Ms. Cara Jackson
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Leiser
Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. McNeilly, Jr. O
E. Berkeley Nance III
Claire and Chris Panagopoulos O
Elizabeth and Larry Papel
Mr. John R. Pfeiffer
Sandi and Raymond Pirtle
Laura and Martin Renkis
Anne and Charles Roos
Molly and Richard Schneider
Carolyn W. Schott
Lanita and Michael Shea
Susan and Luke Simons O
Mr. and Mrs. Irvin Small
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey B. Smith
Meredythe and Brett Sweet
Nancy Coleman and 
M. Andrew Valentine

Dr. Jan van Eys
Dr. and Mrs. Robert W. Wahl
Mrs. Debra Greenspan and 
Mr. Talmage M. Watts

Dr. and Mrs. Robert R. West
Dr. and Mrs. William O. Whetsell, Jr. 
Susan and Fred Williams
Jerry and Ernie Williams

INDIVIDUAL GIFTS

PRESIDENT’S CIRCLE

Jeremy and Rebecca Atack
Ms. Jennifer Bottorff
The Honorable Philip N. Bredesen and 
Ms. Andrea Conte 

Mr. and Mrs. Paulus J. Buijsman
Elizabeth Ragland Chalfant  
Mr. and Mrs. Brownlee O. Currey, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Walton Denton
Ms. Mariwyn Evans
Gregory and Wendy Firek
Patricia C. and Thomas F. Frist 

Designated Fund n
Dr. Divya Shroff and Mr. Matthew Hargis
Dr. and Mrs. Daniel A. Hixon, Jr.
Michelle and Kenneth Koch
Ms. Jocelynne McCall
Karen and Scott McKean  
Dr. and Mrs. Douglas A. Powers
Mr. and Mrs. David Rollins
Peggy and John S. Warner

BENEFACTOR’S CIRCLE

Mr. and Mrs. James E. Auer
Celia Applegate and David Blackbourn
Dr. Ellen Wright Clayton and 
Mr. John B. Clayton IV

Drs. Leslie and Keith Churchwell
Ms. Kristie R. Cole  
Anne and Albert DePrince
Leslie and Thomas Di Nella
Mr. and Mrs. Jerald Doochin
Drs. Viviana Lavin and Luis Fernandez 
Dr. and Mrs. Harold L. Gentry
Robin and Frederec Green 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard W. Hanselman
Mr. and Mrs. Lon Helton
Mr. and Mrs. Damon Hininger
Mr. and Mrs. B. Frederick Horne, Jr.
Ms. Lydia A. Howarth and 
Chancellor Nicholas Zeppos

Dr. Sonya Jones
Amy and Owen Joyner
Dr. and Mrs. Seth J. Karp 
Sandra and Larry Lipman

Nashville Opera gratefully acknowledges the generosity
of individuals, business, foundations, government agencies, and other organizations whose gifts

help make it possible for us to bring opera to stage, school and community.

Donors to the annual campaign from January 1, 2013, to February 10, 2014
THANK YOU!

Nashville Opera gratefully 
acknowledges the generosity
of individuals, businesses, 

foundations, government agencies,
and other organizations whose gifts

help make it possible for us to 
bring opera to stage, school 

and community.
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Donors to the annual campaign from January 1, 2014, to February 11, 2015

FLORENCIA EN EL AMAZONAS, January 2015



Mr. and Mrs. Dirk P. Melton
Mr. Robert E. Moore, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. J. Williams Myers
Mrs. Dianne Neal
Joyce and Robert Ness
Drs. Teresa and Phillip Patterson
Mr. and Mrs. Tim Scarvey
Dr. and Mrs. Paul Sternberg 
Mary Battle Thompson and Bob Thompson
Heather and Curt Thorne
Martha J. Trammell
Dr. Medford S. Webster
Mr. Derek Young

PATRON’S CIRCLE

Anonymous (2)
Susie M. Baird
Betty Bellamy
Betty and Bob Brodie
Joya Caryl
Mr. and Mrs. Sam E. Christopher
Dr. Andre and Ms. Doreatha 
H. Churchwell

Roy and Judy Claverie
Janet Keese Davies
Dr. and Mrs. Roy L. DeHart 
Steven and Laurie Eskind
Cassandra and Bob Estes
Dr. Meredith A. Ezell
Dr. and Mrs. John D. Hainsworth
Dr. Morel Enoch Harvey and 
Mr. E. Howard Harvey

Mr. and Mrs. Alex N. Wade, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory K. James
Dr. Lois Jordan
Lissa and Jim Kelley
Ms. Sharon H. Lassiter
J. Edgar Lowe
Dr. and Mrs. Samuel R. Marney, Jr.
Dr. Arthur M. Mellor
Mr. and Mrs. Kent Moegerle
Mr. David K. Morgan
David Morgan and Karen Bloch
Ms. Gail S. Morris
Ms. Teresa Nacarato
Anne and Peter Neff
Ms. Daphne Nicar
Mrs. Marjorie Page
Mr. Randy Parham and 
Mrs. Jana Lisle Parham

Connally and Charlie Penley
Mrs. Molly M. Schneider
Ms. Anna W. Roe and Mr. Ken Schriver
Mr. and Mrs. Mickey Sparkman
Mr. Charles Sullivan and Mr. Wayne Batten
Dr. Becky E. Swanson-Hindman
Mr. and Mrs. Jeremy Teaford
The Honorable Aleta Trauger and 
Mr. Byron Trauger

FRIEND’S CIRCLE

Anonymous (2)
Mr. and Mrs. T. Clark Akers
Mr. and Mrs. John B. Allyn
Carolyn and David Amiot
Mr. Michael Arthur and Ms. Jaci McDole
Mr. and Mrs. J. Hunter Atkins
Mrs. Donna Barber
Mrs. Katrin BeanItalo Biaggioni and 
Carmen Arzubiaga

Dr. and Mrs. Brian S. Biesman
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Bills
Mr. Charles S. Bledsoe and 
Miss Sandra Caves

Mr. Tom Bridges and Ms. Diane Fu
Kathryn and David Brown
Ms. Kathryn Calhoon and 
Mr. David Ettinger

Mr. Bobby Cash and Ms. Mary J. Lawson

Mrs. Elizabeth F. Cormier
Mr. and Mrs. Robert N. Covington
Mr. William D. Dennler
The Reverend Dr. Donna Scott and 
Dr. John Eley

Ms. Shirley Fachilla
Mr. Harris Gilbert
Mrs. Thomas M. Godbold
Mr. and Mrs. H. Lynn Greer, Jr.
Kathy and John Griffin
Elaine Hackerman
Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. Harbers
The Honorable and Mrs. Douglas Henry
Mr. Kevin E. Hickman
Mr. Devin S. Hogan and 
Mr. James E. Moore

Thomas Hormby
Mrs. Margie Hunter
Dr. Wilma Jensen
Mr.  and Mrs. B. David Joffe
Mr. Quan Jones and Ms. Twjana Echols
Mr. Kevin Kelly and Ms. Kayla Carroll
Rima and Bassell Abou-Khalil
Dr. and Mrs. Sanford Krantz
Mr. Marvin Kronenberg
Mr. Ronald L. Kumrow and 
Ms. Kristin Cobb

Mrs. Theresa Lapidus
Mr. and Mrs. James P. Lavella
Mrs. Russell J. Love
Mr. and Mrs. Andrea Maneschi
Mr. and Mrs. Peter C. McAlister
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph P. McAllister
Mr. and Mrs. David McQuiddy III
Keith B. Moore
William and Kate Moore
Mr. and Mrs. Michael A. Moss
Mrs. Laddie Neil
Mr. and Mrs. Charles R. Niewold
Susan and Rick Oliver
Ms. Anne Paine
Mr. Christian Pardue and 
Ms. Misty Herman

Mr. Ketan Patel and Ms. Hannah Buchman
Mr. Terrance Pennington and 
Miss Sabrina Evans

Donald J. Perkey
Mr. Adam Perkinson
Mr. James C. Perry, III and Whitney Lowe
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Pratt
Mr. and Mrs. Roger Price
Ms. Joyce Racine
Dr. Nancy A. and Mr. Harry Ransom
Mr. and Ms. Kevin Robinson
Howard and Betty Lee Rosen
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Sanders
Ms. Cheryl Scutt
Barbara J. Shelton
Dr. and Mrs. Gregg C. Shepard
Jessica Smith
Judith M. and James T. Smythe
Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Sperling
Irma and Bob Spies
Mr. and Mrs. David Spodek
Mrs. Sarah F. Stamps
Mr. and Mrs. Phil Staples
Lottie Strupp
Dr. and Mrs. Paul E. Teschan
Mrs. Carol Topley
Mr. and Mrs. Tim Towers
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley W. Trimble
Mr. and Mrs. William E. Turner, Jr.
Ms. Melissa Urquijo
Mr. and Mrs. David A. Vanzin
Mr. Sten H. Vermund and 
Ms. Pilar Vargas

Dr. and Mrs. Benjamin Walter
Mr. Syler Weakley and 
Ms. Andrea Armour

Mr. Harry L. Weddle III
Mr. and Mrs. Kent M. Weeks

Mr. Charles Hampton White
Mr. and Mrs. William Ridley Wills III
Mr. Ben Wright
Mr. and Mrs. Richard A. Wynn
Mrs. Shirley Zeitlin

DONORS

Anonymous
Nancy and Ben Adams
Rick Alexander
E.M. Andre
Dr. and Mrs. Peter N. Arrowsmith
Mr. Donald J. Bachrach
Morton Barnett
Isabel Bartles
Brenda Bass
Mr. and Mrs. Marvin J. Batson
Madelyn and David Berezov
Dr. Eric W. Berg III and 
Mrs. Elaine W. Berg

Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. Binkley
Mr. Dargar Bjorksten
Mr. Ronnie L. Boling
Ms. Tanya S. Bonney
Dr. and Mrs. John B. Breinig
Ann H. Brothers
Dr. G. Helen and Mr. Clyde L. Brown
Mr. Joseph W. Cade
Mr. Thomas Carey
Mrs. Margaret Carpenter
Ms. Kelly Corcoran and Mr. Joshua Carter
Mrs. Tania Carter
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Caruso
Mr. and Mrs. Ernest B. Cavender
Ms. Jane Cazort
Mr. and Mrs. Cleland
Nena Couch and Peter Coccia
Randy Coffman
Barbara Coleman
Ms. Elizabeth Crook
Mr. and Mrs. Steven J. Greil
Mr. David H. Davidson
Stephanie Foley Davis
Mr. Luke L. Dennis
Mary Desmond
Mr. and Mrs. James Dickson
Mr. and Mrs. Dan Donovan
Mr. and Mrs. David E. Duke
Frances and Richard Duvall
Ms. Mary E. Edds
Mrs. Susan Winters Edwards
Bill Engel
Christopher Everson
Mr. Angelo Fernandez
Dr. and Mrs. A.J. Reid Finlayson
Ms. Victoria Finney
Ms. Alice Fitzgibbon
Mr. Nathan R. Fleming and 
Ms. Danica E. Wozniak

Ms. Elizabeth Flier
Branden Ford
Sumner Foster
Ms. Tracy Freeman
Mr. Wilfrido Freire
Ms. Maureen A. Gannon
Mr. and Mrs. Garrett
Carlene Hunt and Marshall Gaskins
Denise George
Mr. Em Ghianni
W. H. Goethert and Linda Ayers
Mr. Antonio M. Granda
Don L. Groninger
Mr. Clark Gunness
Mrs. Katherine S. Hall
Mr. and Mrs. James G. Harris
Mr. Scott Hayes and Mrs. Jennifer Schaus
Mr. Baxter Cannada
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Hendrickson
Melissa Henry
Mr. William Hertensten

Mr. David Heusinkveld
Ms. Mary D. Hill
Ms. Miquela Hiller
Mr. and Mrs. Henry W. Hooker
Mr. and Ms. Albert B. Horton
Mr. and Mrs. Roger Hudson
Dr. Marcia Hughes
Dr. Barbara Ide
Mr. and Mrs. Frank S. Irlinger
Ada Isley
Mrs. Donna F. Jackson
Bob and Gloria Jackson
Ms. Leila M. Jordan
Mrs. Doris V. Kerans
Ms. Amy C. King
Ms. and Mr. Willette Klausner
Matthew Koch
Mrs. and Mrs. Elizabeth M. Landis
Christopher Lankford
Mr. Julian A. Ledford
Mr. John M. Lee
Mr. and Mrs. Mack S. Linebaugh, Jr.
Mr. Irving E. Lingo, Jr.
Ms. Susan A. Logan
Jim Lovensheimer
Ms. Hailey Lund
Mr. Andrew Lynch
Mr. and Mrs. Boyce Magli
Mr. and Mrs. Victor L. Marchese
Ms. Patty Marks
Ms. Cherlyn Marshall
Mr. Henry A. Martin
Mr. Brandon McDaniel
Ms. Muriel G. McDowell
Mr. and Mrs. James K. McFadden
Wesley McGee
Dr. and Mrs. Porter Meadors
Mr. and Joseph Merkt
Malcolm Mimms, Jr.
Mr. Farouk P. Mishu
Mr. Andrew Miskell
Cynthia Morelli
Dr. and Ms. Joseph E. Morgan
Mr. Bran P. Morrison
Ms. Heather Mosher
Mrs. Alicia Moss
Ms. Wanda K. Mozingo and 
Ms. Dina G. Mozingo

Ms. Barbara A. Murphy
Mr. Patrick B. Murphy
Ms. Camilla Neal
Adam Newton
Ms. Anh Nguyen
Ms. Barbara Nowosielska
Mrs. Dorothea J. Oberacker
Mr. and Mrs. Russell Oldfield, Jr.
Mr. Randall Patton
Mr. John Peipon and Ms. Laurie Schreiber
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Peluso
Drs. Elizabeth and Mario Perez-Reilly
Ms. Suzette Peyton
Dr. and Mrs. Kenneth Phelps, Jr.
Dr. and Ms. Wayne Pope
Jon Porter
Mrs. Sher Powers and 
Mr. Arden Von Haeger

Ms. Gayle Ray
Ms. Dorothy Rea
Mr. Richard Rendler and 
Ms. Eileen Ecclesine

Mr. Daniel Renfroe
Mrs. and Mr. Janelle L. Richardson
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Riven
Mr. and Mrs. Martin S. Roberts, Jr.
Ms. Ruth Rogaski
Ms. Brittany C. Rogers
Ms. Allison K. Rosenzweig
Ms. Philippa Rubell
John Russell
Linda and Robert Rutherford
Mr. Mariano Sana

Janet Santana
Peter Scanlan
Mr. and Mrs. John Schuler
Dorothea Severino
Mr. and Mrs. Marc N. Siegel
Mr. and Mrs. Gardiner Smith
Mrs. Mercedes A. Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Randall B. Smith
Drs. William P. and Ruth A. Smith
Winifred Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Seth Spearbeck
Mr. William Baucom and 
Mrs. Susan Spurgeon

Dr. & Mrs. Stephen M. Staggs
Constance Stephan
Mr. Samuel J. Stephens
Mr. and Ms. Paul Stone
Ross and Matthew Stone
Mr. and Dr. Rafi H. Syed
Deborah Davies
Mo. Christopher Larkin
Dr. William Timperley
Mr. Erik M. Todd
Mr. John W. Todd
Ms. Tanner L. Tomes
Dr. Ron Turner
Ms. Julia Velkovska
Mr. and Mrs. Alterraun Verner
Hilary and Martin Wagner
Mrs. Patricia Waldo
Miss Irene Watkins Ward
Ms. Patricia A. Ward
Ms. June Warren
Mrs. Emily Warth
Mr. and Mrs. Edwin Washington
Mr. Cody and Dr. Stacia Lael Watkins
Mr. John C. Wells
Kay West/Nashville Scene
Mr. Robert Wilkinson
Mrs. Robert O. Williams, Jr.(Lalah)
Dr. Lisabeth S. Williams
Mr. Jeffrey Wills
Shelley Wilmoth
Mrs. Johnna C. Wilson and 
Mrs. Holly K. Smith

Ms. Ann Woodmore
Lawrence Yoo
Ms. Theresa H. Zink

SPECIAL THANKS

A Dream Come True Events & Catering
Advanced Network Solutions
Bacon & Caviar Gourmet Catering
Bongo Java
Chef Penelope Catering
Chef's Market Catering & Restaurant
Gibson Brands
Lipman Brothers
Midtown Cafe
Minuteman Press
Music City Tents & Events
Music City Opera Project Advisory Groups
Nothing Bundt Cakes
Nottingham Design
NovaCopy
Ocean Way Studios
Premier Parking
Ribbons of Chocolate Catering
Samick Music Corporation
TechSoup
The Wine Chap
Two Fat Men Catering
The YMCA of Middle Tennessee

Young Artist Hosts:
Dorothy and Lewis Thompson
Nancy Coleman and M. Andrew Valentine
Betsy and Ridley Wills III

If you have not yet made a gift to Nashville Opera, you can do so online at nashvilleopera.org, by mail to
Nashville Opera, Noah Liff Opera Center, 3622 Redmon Street, Nashville, Tennessee 37209, or at 615.832.5242.

Documents to help you with planned giving can be found at nashvilleopera.org/plannedgiving.
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YOUNG VOICES:  THE MET AUDITIONS
The Metropolitan Opera Auditions, Middle and East Tennessee District,
were held on Saturday, January 3, 2015, at the new Natalie L. Haslam
Music Building at the University of Tennessee Knoxville.  Twenty-five
singers participated.  The judges were Dean Anthony, Director of
Janiec Opera Company Brevard, North Carolina; Carroll Freeman,
Valerie Adams Distinguished Professor in Opera, Georgia State
University; and Jerome Shannon, Conductor of the Brevard Music
Center.  Funding for the event came from the Nashville Opera Guild,
the Knoxville Opera Guild, and a $1,500 gift from Eleanor Currie in
memory of her brother, Jimmy Bradford.  The winners were mezzo-
soprano Amanda Palmeiro from Memphis; tenor Stephen Martin from
Rochester, Michigan; and tenor Todd Barnhill from Tabor City, North
Carolina.  (Stephen Martin was a winner at the District in 2014 and
won the encouragement award at the Region.  Todd Barnhill was a
winner of the encouragement award at the District in 2014.)  The three
competed at the Regionals in Lexington, Kentucky, February 21.  Three
encouragement awards were given to baritone Nicholas Davis of
Petersburg, Tennessee; baritone Thaddeus Ennen of Buffalo Center,
Iowa; and baritone Makoto Winkler of Seaford, New York.  The accom-
panist was Eileen Downey, Knoxville Opera vocal coach.

NASHVILLE OPERA MAGAZINE  • Editor/Designer, Cara Schneider  • Photography by Reed Hummell  • Contributors:  General & Artistic Director 
John Hoomes, COO Noah E. Spiegel, Karen L. Haas, Chandra McKern, Kira Florita Hilley, Kristin Murphy, Echo Propp, Claudia McCauley, Nashville Opera Guild
NASHVILLE OPERA • Noah Liff Opera Center • 3622 Redmon Street, Nashville, TN 37209 • 615.832.5242   • 615.297.6337 fax  • nashvilleopera.org
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SPRING MEMBERSHIP MEETING
The Nashville Opera Guild spring membership
meeting will be held on Thursday, May 14, at
10:30.  Ellen Martin has generously offered her
fabulous home for our meeting.  Please mark
your calendars to attend and enjoy some good
food, hear about the upcoming year’s operas,
and visit with all your Guild friends.  Guests and
new friends are welcome to attend.  For reser-
vations and details, please call 615.832.5242.

Guild

THE OPERA’S WISH LIST
If you can help Nashville Opera with a donation in the following areas or would
like to learn about other items needed for programs and productions, please
contact us at 615.832.5242.

• A 15-passenger van for the education tour  (Rental costs $3,500 a year.)
• Ad space, air time, or billboards ($1,500 each) to build our audience!
• Cases of quality wine or champagne for events
• Logistics volunteers for shows and events  (Contact info@nashvilleopera.org.)

SPECIALTY LICENSE
PLATES FUND THE ARTS

tn4arts.org/specialty-plates

As a salute to the outstanding work of the Nashville Opera Guild, a celebration with champagne, sweet treats, and
performances by the Mary Ragland Young Artists was held February 15 at the Noah Liff Opera Center.  Hosted by
the Nashville Opera Board and Advisory Board, the afternoon provided a time for all the Opera’s most valuable 
and tireless volunteers to gather and meet new and old friends.  1. Guild members Marion Couch and Sue Claxton.  
2. New Board member Cal and Amanda Renegar.  3. Hanna Brammer’s aria fills the Ragsdale Grand Lobby.
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Get to know fellow Nashville Opera fan 
STACY WIDELITZ, a new Opera Board member and 

an accomplished musical composer and writer.

CURTAIN 
CALL

What is your music background?
Growing up on Long Island, I started
studying piano when I was almost 8
years old, decided I wanted to be a pro-
fessional musician at 13, and started
playing clubs in a lounge band at 15.  I
attended Manhattanville College as a
music major but quit after two years
because I was starting to get my first
work as a composer.  I worked with a
studio in Connecticut for a number of
years after that and at 24 wrote my first
national TV theme—for The Richard
Simmons Show. I moved to Los Angeles
the next year and pursued a career as a
TV and film composer, working on
such shows as Beverly Hills, 90210, and
composing the music for over 20 televi-
sion movies.  Along the way, Patrick
Swayze and I wrote “She’s like the
Wind,” which got picked up for Dirty
Dancing. I’m very gratified that it’s now
considered a classic.  I moved to
Nashville at the end of  2000 and have
been actively writing since then!

What was your first opera and what 
was your impression of it?
It was Die Fledermaus, and I saw it when
I was in elementary school.  All I
remember is enjoying it!

How did you become involved with
nashville Opera?
I’ve known John and Carol for a while
and had the chance to be part of  a col-
laboration between the Opera and
ALIAS Chamber Ensemble, where I
serve as board president.  They per-
formed the score for The Difficulty of
Crossing a Field, which was a GREAT

production.
Subsequently, John and
I had lunch to discuss a
project I’m working on, and he
brought up the idea of  me joining
the Opera Board.  I thought about it
and decided to join.

What’s something about you that
people would be surprised to learn?
I played Captain Corcoran in a 6th-
grade performance of  H.M.S. Pinafore.
I’ve loved Gilbert and Sullivan ever
since.

What was your favorite concert?
Favorite opera?
My favorite concert was Pierre Boulez
conducting the New York Philharmonic
in a performance of  The Rite of  Spring.
His interpretation made clear how
much Debussy and Impressionism
influenced Stravinsky.  My favorite
opera is The Magic Flute.  The aria for the
Queen of  the Night is unbelievable.  I
also love The Mikado; besides being very
funny, the music is extraordinary.

What would you tell a first-time 
opera-goer?
Try not to get too caught up in the
words.  Get caught up in the music, the
singing, and the raw emotion.

Do you have a favorite musical 
experience you’d like to share?
I got to be the accompanist for Anne
Bancroft on a TV show years back, and
she was a joy to work with.  Playing with
legendary guitarist Jeff  “Skunk” Baxter
at the China Club in LA ranks right up
there.  We had cigars and scotch on

stage.
That’s the way to
perform!

How do you compare your opera
experience in nashville to your opera
experience in other cities?
I’ve actually seen more opera since
moving to Nashville than I did any-
where else I’ve lived!

use one word to describe the
nashville music scene.
Diverse.

From the top, Stacy with Gloria Estefan and Patric Swayze in 1989 receiving BMI awards.  Stacy (center) with Jeff "Skunk" Baxter, lead
guitarist from Steely Dan and The Doobie Brothers; Doreen Ringer-Ross, head of film/tv for BMI; and Caryn Richman, star of the TV’s

The New Gidget. On keyboards in his first band, age 15.  A recent photo playfully captures “a typical day at home.”
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THE NOAH LIFF        PERA CENTEROO
O

Wedding + Events for 30 – 300            Perfect for YOUR special day!            noahliffoperacenter.com  615.832.5242

Sparkling.  Modern.  Inspired.      
Like you.

PIRATES
PREMIERE DINNER

Join the Nashville Opera Guild for feasting and frivolity,
on April eleventh, at five-thirty, punctually.
In the tippy-top floor of the Waller Solicitors,

enjoy dinner and libations in the style of British manor lords.
Hosts Nancy Coleman and Andy Valentine will be greeting,

toasting Major General Stanley, Frederic, Mabel,
and the Pirate King!

For a merry evening filled with misadventures and comedy,
reserve your seat to eat, drink, and hum a favorite melody!

CALL 615.832.5242 TO RESERVE.


