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SURF’S UP!
   A number of  years ago, while directing
a show at a summer festival, I was asked to
stage scenes from a variety of  operas using
the company’s resident young artists.  One
of  my assignments was the grand finale of
Act 1 from Rossini’s La Cenerentola (Cin-
derella)—a fantastic, extended scene with
madcap music, chases, and mistaken iden-
tities.  As it was summer, we decided to
stage the scene in a manner more fitting to
the season.  So, instead of  the traditional
setting with ballgowns and castles and,
since Rossini intentionally downplayed the
magic in his version of  Cinderella, we
shifted the entire scene to the beach, in-
corporating swimsuits, beachballs, and in-
flatable pool rafts.  We also cranked up the
slapstick comedy of  the piece, ending up
with a cross between an operatic version
of  a Bugs Bunny cartoon, Gilligan’s Island,
and those colorful Beach Party movies of
the early 1960s.  
   The scene was such a huge hit with the
audience, I was invited to recreate it again
the next summer with a different group of
artists.  As we were rehearsing the scene
and one character was being pelted with
beachballs, I remember thinking, “I won-
der if  it would be possible to do the entire
opera like this?”  And thus, was spawned
the idea for what I like to call Beach Party
Cinderella. 
   The pandemic has played havoc with
arts groups all over the country.  When it
comes to programming and scheduling
over the past year, I am proud of  the way
Nashville Opera has worked to stay alive
during this challenging time.  But at the
heart of  every opera company is live per-
formance.  With that in mind, the staff  of
Nashville Opera set forth a few months
ago trying to figure out how best to make
that happen.  Just how does one create a
live performance while mitigating as much
risk as possible for our staff, our singers,

and, of  course, our audience!  (Who we’re
finding is hungry to experience a live
evening of  music and theater!)
   Saturday, June 12, after much thought
and planning, Nashville Opera will once
again offer live performance with a zany,
beach-themed production of  Rossini’s
comic opera Cinderella.  And in yet another
surprising pivot, we’ll be performing out-
doors on the open-air stage at the Ascend
Amphitheater in downtown Nashville. 
   Though already planned to close our
40th Anniversary Season,  Rossini’s Cin-
derella seems the perfect opera with which
to return to live performance.  It is hands
down one of  the most famous fairy tales
in the world and, since it’s summer and
we’ll be outdoors, the beach-blanket over-
lay is even more spot on!

ROSSINI’S VERSION
   Innocent Cinderella, neglected and mis-
treated by her unappreciative family, is the
good-hearted girl who winds up marrying
the handsome prince in the end.  The story
we all know today originated with French
writer Charles Perrault, who published
“Cinderella or The Little Glass Slipper” in
1697.  The Brothers Grimm wrote their
version in 1812 and Disney gave us its
iconic Hollywood animation in 1950.
Even though its plot is full of  innocent
fairy-tale charm, Cinderella has a healthy
dose of  adult longing and many poignant
moments.  
   What better composer than Rossini to
write an operatic version?  A master of
bubbly fast-paced comedies, Rossini was
also known for placing touching scenes be-
tween the laughs. He called his opera Cin-
derella a dramma giocoso—truly a masterful
blend of  drama and comedy.  Despite its
serious side, Cinderella is still one of
Rossini’s funniest operas.  

   When the show premiered in Rome in
1817, Rossini’s Cinderella was met with in-
difference by both the critics and the au-
dience.  However, like many other operas
that suffered early lukewarm receptions,
Cinderella quickly caught on throughout
Italy and soon after began to be produced
all over the world.  Its first U.S. production
was in New York City in 1826, and for
most of  the 19th century, Rossini’s Cin-
derella was more popular than his Barber of
Seville. Today Cinderella is considered one
of  the top operatic comedies ever written.
   Rossini was only 25 years old when he
composed Cinderella.  The previous year,
he had a huge success with The Barber of
Seville. Always a fast worker, Rossini is said
to have written Cinderella in three weeks,
adding a few plot twists and new comic
characters that did not appear in the orig-
inal fairy tale.  One big change Rossini
made was to downplay the magical ele-
ments of  the story, creating a non-magical
resolution at the end of  the show.  In
Rossini’s opera, Cinderella doesn’t depend
on a magic pumpkin carriage or cute danc-
ing mice to overcome her troubled situa-
tion.  In fact, a major theme of  the opera
is overcoming adversity by drawing on
strength and goodness from within.  
   In our beach-party staging of  the opera,
that is exactly what happens!  Cinderella
makes her way from her stepfather’s bro-
ken-down surf  shop to the Prince’s tony
yacht club, overcoming all obstacles with
courage and determination—ever gentle
and kind of  spirit.  To help fill out the
missing magic moments, we’ll be adding
beachballs, a surf-and-sand party, inflatable
flamingos, simulated synchronized swim-
ming, and a comic encounter with a shark.
We’re so glad you’re joining us at Ascend
Amphitheater for this family-friendly
comic adventure!

JOHN HOOMES
CEO & ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

JOHN HOOMES’ ORIGINAL STAGING
TAKES ROSSINI’S CINDERELLA TO THE BEACH
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THE OPERA RETURNS TO LIVE PERFORMANCES
SATURDAY, JUNE 12WITH BEACH PARTY CINDERELLA

CINDERELLA
AT ASCEND

THE ANN & FRANK BUMSTEAD PRODUCTION

SPONSORED BY

ANN MARIE AND MARTIN McNAMARA III
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* Life Board Member   ** New Member 

ADVISORY BOARD
Stacy Widelitz
Chair

Thomas J. Aaron
Thomas G. Andrews
Sue G. Atkinson
Joseph Barker
Jason Bergeron
June Bogle
Jennifer Bottorff
John Austin Bridges
Ann S. Bumstead
Joy Calico
Ramon Cisneros
Nancy Coleman
Marion Pickering Couch

Elizabeth Seigenthaler 
     Courtney
Ruth Roberts Cowan
Douglas Cruickshanks
Judy Fisher
John E. Gillmor
John Glennon
George Gray, M.D.
Morel Enoch Harvey, Ph.D.
Joanne Hayes
J. Michael Hayes
Henry C. Howerton, M.D.
James V. Hunt, Jr.
G. Brian Jackson
Cara Jackson

B. David Joffe
Lois Jordan
Ken Leiser
Zach Liff
Jocelynne McCall
James L. McGregor
Ann Marie McNamara
J. William Myers
Anne Pennington
Carol Penterman
Raymond Pirtle
Richard E. Ragsdale
Paula Roberts
Richard P. Schneider, M.D.
Carolyn Schott

Beverly Small
Irma Spies
Bruce D. Sullivan
Esther Swink
Elizabeth Tipping
M. Andrew Valentine
Talmage Watts
Gudrun West
Mary G. Wieck
W. Fred Williams
Gail Williams
Dr. Theodore E. Wiltsie
Uzi Yemin
Alan Yuspeh

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Tracey Pearson
President
RBC Wealth Management

Nathan Green
President-Elect
Vanderbilt University

Cheryl Carr
Vice President
Belmont University

James Powell
Acting Treasurer
KPMG

Jay Jones
Secretary
Turner Law

Stacy Widelitz
Opera Guild President
Widelitz Music, Inc.

Trustee of The Judy & Noah Liff
Foundation

Barbara T. Bovender *
Community leader

Donald Holmes
Delek US (retired)

Dirk Melton
President
MarketStreet Enterprises

Elizabeth Papel
Bohan

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

AT LARGE

Adam Balfour
Bridgestone Americas

Judy Liff Barker *
The Judy & Noah Liff 
Foundation

Robert Beck
Premiere Properties Group

Melissa Beckham
Community leader

Nicholas Birren **
AllianceBernstein

Ann Peldo Cargile
Bradley LLP

Rick Ewing
Oracle Corporation

Kelly Frey
Nelson Mullins

Tom Haroldson
HCA

Eric Holt **
Belmont University

Martha R. Ingram *
Ingram Industries

Jay Jones
Turner Law

Heather O’Connor **
SunTrust now Truist

Gary Parkes **
Parkes Realty

R. Calloway Renegar
Bradley LLP

Sue Swensson *
Community leader

Harry L. Weddle III
Attorney

Emily Weiss **
Ingram Industries

William O. Whetsell, M.D. *
Vanderbilt University Medical
Center (retired)

Janice Williams
VF Corporation

LEADERSHIP
NASHVILLE OPERA
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Linda and David Anderson            
Bill Armistead *    
Ms. Sue Atkinson
Judy and Joe Barker •
The Honorable and Mrs. Boyd Bogle III • 
Barbara and Jack Bovender • 
Jan Lewis Brandes •
Dr. G. Helen and Mr. Clyde L. Brown
Ann and Frank Bumstead •
Joy and Chris Calico
Ann and Sykes Cargile • 
Anita and Larry Cash • 
Ruth Akin Roberts Cowan *    
Wendy and Greg Firek
Judy and Bob Fisher
George F. Gray, Jr. • 
Patricia and Rodes Hart • 
Deborah Smith-Holmes and Donald N. Holmes •
Cara Jackson • 
Dr. and Mrs. John W. Lea IV
Jessica and Zachary Liff • 
Linda and Jim Marler •
Jocelynne McCall •
Karen and Scott McKean • 

Ann Marie and Martin McNamara III • 
Talena and Kent Moegerle
Mr. and Mrs. J. William Myers •
Dr. and Mrs. Robert H. Ossoff
Dr. and Mrs. Harry L. Page, Jr. •
Elizabeth and Larry Papel •
Drs. Teresa and Phillip Patterson •
Amanda and Cal Renegar
Mary Ellen and Tom Rodgers •
Mr. and Mrs. John Stoll Sanders •
Molly and Richard Schneider •
Carolyn W. Schott •
Sue and Earl Swensson •
The Three of Us Foundation
Laura Anne Turner
Nancy Coleman and M. Andrew Valentine
Mrs. Debra Greenspan and Mr. Talmage M. Watts • 
Janet and Jonathan Weaver • 
Colleen Conway-Welch *    
Dr. and Mrs. Kent White
Stacy Widelitz • 
Jerry and Ernie Williams *     
Susan and Fred Williams
Marilyn Shields-Wiltsie and Dr. Theodore E. Wiltsie

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. Aaron  
Joseph H. Allen III 
Mr. and Mrs. Kirby W. Allen 
Rebecca and Jeremy Atack 
Michelle and Adam Balfour 
Margaret and Robert Beck  
Melissa and Rob Beckham 
Samantha and Chris Boyd 
Crystal and Jere Brassell 
Cheryl and Jeff Carr 
Ellen and Jay Clayton 
John Farrar Cranshaw 
Katie and Kevin Crumbo 
Brenda Reilly and Neil de Crescenzo 
Charles W. Dunn 

Alice Fitzgibbon 
Dr. and Mrs. Arthur C. Fleischer 
Patti and Kelly Frey  
Ann and Joe Gilbert  
Nathan Green 
Kathy and John Griffin 
Patricia and Robert Hairston 
Morel Enoch Harvey 
Mr. and Mrs. J. Michael Hayes 
Divya Shroff and Matthew Hargis 
Eric Holt 
Lois N. Jordan 
Natalie Levy-Sousan 
Rachael and Dirk Melton 
Robert J. Notestine III 

Heather and Tom O’Connor 
Dr. and Mrs. Sokrates Pantelides 
Nancy and Mark Peacock 
Tracey and Ryan Pearson 
James Powell 
Mr. and Mrs. John Rich 
Mary and Albert Robinson 
Mr. and Mrs. David Rollins 
Lanita and Michael Shea 
Esther and Jeff Swink 
Jay Jones and Rob Turner 
Ms. Judith Hodges and Dr. Jan van Eys 
Emily Weiss 
Mary Hoffschwelle and Carroll Van West 
Lydia Howarth and Nicholas S. Zeppos

We thank our Visionaries who made new investments
above and beyond their annual support or matched gifts.
Join us to help Nashville Opera achieve its artistic vision.

A challenge gift  * Matched a challenge gift       • Multi-year Founder gift or pledge

To become a Nashville Opera Visionary for the 2019.20 Season,
please call Claudia McCauley at 615.986.3553.

VISIONARY FOUNDERS

VISIONARIES through April 15, 2021

VISIONARY!
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PRODUCER $50,000+
Anonymous

GUARDIAN $100,000+
Mrs. Martha Rivers Ingram
Sue and Earl Swensson

VIRTUOSO $10,000–$49,999

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas G. Andrews
Judy and Joe Barker
Barbara and Jack Bovender
Ann and Frank Bumstead
Allis Dale and John Gillmor
Dr. George Gray  

Patricia and Rodes Hart
Joanne and J. Michael Hayes
Mr. and Mrs. Zachary Liff
Ann Marie and Martin McNamara III
Mary Hoffschwelle and Carroll Van West    

ARTIST $4,000–$5,999
Melissa and Rob Beckham
Mrs. Robert Boyd Bogle III
Ellen and Jay Clayton
Patti and Kelly Frey
Ann and Joe Gilbert
    The Letty Lou and Joe Gilbert, Jr. 
    Advised Fund n
Kathy and John Griffin
Dr. and Mrs. Harry L. Page, Jr.

Drs. Teresa and Phillip Patterson
Molly and Richard Schneider
Elaina Scott
Ms. Judith Hodges and Dr. Jan van Eys
Elizabeth Waller
Debra L. Greenspan and Talmage M. Watts
Jerry and Ernie Williams 
Marilyn Shields-Wiltsie and 
    Dr. Theodore E. Wiltsie

ENSEMBLE $2,000 –$3,999
Anonymous
Michelle and Adam Balfour
Margaret and Robert Beck
Mrs. James C. Bradford
Joy and Chris Calico
Mr. and Mrs. William H. Cammack
Ann and Sykes Cargile
Cheryl and Jeff Carr
Ruth Roberts Cowan

Katie and Kevin Crumbo
Sheryl and Mark Donnell
Judith Duncan
Alice Fitzgibbon
Dr. and Mrs. Arthur C. Fleischer
Nathan Green
Morel Enoch Harvey
Ms. Deborah A. Smith-Holmes 
    and Mr. Donald N. Holmes

IMPRESARIO
IMPRESARIO COUNCIL ANNUAL LEADERSHIP GIVING SOCIETY

Annual donations through April 15, 2021



7

Eric Holt
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Leiser
Linda and Jim Marler
Ms. Jocelynne McCall
Mrs. Karen McKean
Rachael and Dirk Melton
Mr. Robert J. Notestine III
Heather and Tom O’Connor
Dr. and Mrs. Sokrates Pantelides
Elizabeth and Larry Papel
Mr. Gary W. Parkes
Nancy and Mark Peacock
Tracey and Ryan Pearson
James Powell
Amanda and Cal Renegar

Mr. and Mrs. John Rich
Mary and Albert Robinson
Mary and David Rollins
Anne Roos
Natalie Levy-Sousan 
Esther and Jeff Swink
Jay Jones and Rob Turner
Nancy Coleman and M. Andrew Valentine
Dr. and Mrs. Robert W. Wahl
Janet and Jonathan G. Weaver
Ms. Emily Weiss
Dr. and Mrs. Robert R. West
Dr. and Mrs. William O. Whetsell, Jr.
Stacy Widelitz

Annual donations through April 15, 2021

n  of the Community Foundation of Middle Tennessee

PRESIDENT’S CIRCLE $1,000–$1,999
David Morgan and Karen Bloch  
Ms. Janet Keese Davies 
Ms. Mariwyn Evans 
Mr. Joel Hutchison 
Patricia Tippens  
Ms. Judy S. Williams 

BENEFACTOR CIRCLE $500–$999
Susan and Carl Becker  
Constance and Berry Brooks  
Chris Klein and Vicki Brown  
Bradley and Annamary Cerasuolo  
Barbara Chazen  
Frist Foundation 
Dr. Becky Swanson-Hindman 
Robert and Melanee Horton  

G. Jackson and Roger Moore  
David and Janice Morgan  
Mrs. Dianne Neal 
Bryan and Hailey Stone  
Mr. Charles C. Sullivan, II 
Mrs. Martha J. Trammell 
Jennifer Corrine Turner 
Mr. Harry L Weddle, III 

DONORS
INDIVIDUAL GIFTS TO NASHVILLE OPERA

ENSEMBLE $2,000 –$3,999  (continued)
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PATRON CIRCLE $250–$499
Javin Bose 
Ms. Jennifer Benke Bottorff 
Ms. Colleen Dowd 
Steven and Laurie Eskind  
Shirley and Frank Fachilla 
Mr. Ben C Fordham 
Sandra Frank  
Gregory Gleaves  
Robert Y. Harper 
John Horn  
Dr. Marvin Kronenberg 
Kathy Linden 
Mr. Brian J Marquis 

Kelly Moore 
Ms. Anne Paine 
Connally and Charlie Penley  
Mr. Justin Pitt 
Gary and Robin Preston  
Charles O'Dell and Sally Rademacher  
Thomas Rhamstine 
Joan Shayne  
Martha Shrubsole 
Irma and Robert Spies  
David and Sara Tarpley  
Mr. John H. Thurman 
Brian and Mary Woodrum  

DONORS
INDIVIDUAL GIFTS TO NASHVILLE OPERA

FRIENDS CIRCLE $100–$249

Mr. Joseph Hunter Allen, III 
Ms. Rosalyn H Anderson 
Anna Battle 
Edward A. Bayne 
Ms. Stephanie Rose-Belcher 
Mr. Dwayne Benefield 
David and Madelyn Berezov  
Ms. Christa Bowdish 
Catherine Braunstein  
Constance and Berry Brooks  
Howard and Karen Brooks  
Chris Klein and Vicki Brown  
Bruce and Mary Buehler  
Laura Burton 
Kelly Newton and Stacy Carlton  
Ms. Joya Caryl 
Elizabeth Saunders Childress 
Dean Williamson and Sam Ciapanna  
Ms. Mary Jane Cochran 
Dan and Barbara Coleman  
Ms. Leslie Anne Collum 
Robert and Paula Anne Covington  
Marie Creech 
Charles Cron 
Ms. Elizabeth Crook 
Malcolm Glass and Mitzi Cross  
Steven and Julie Davis  
Melissa and Larry Dickson  

Donald Klem and Roxann Dixon  
Frances Duvall  
Jamison Eige 
Kathryn Calhoon and David Ettinger  
Bob Fisher 
Patricia Freeman 
Mr. Stephen Gabor 
Alan and Jeannie Gaus  
Mr. Norman Gillis 
Matthew and Debby Gould  
Ms. Elaine Hackerman 
Robert and Patricia Hairston  
Kathleen Gould and Steve Hanks  
Thomas Haroldson and Kirsten Hildebrand  
Doris and Daniel Hixon  
Alice Holderby 
Mr. Charles Eric Holland 
Mr. David E. Hormby 
Margie Hunter  
Mark and Amy Jarman  
Debra Jewell 
Audrey Jones  
James and Phyllis Joseph  
Mrs. Yvonne Martin-Kidd 
Mr. Frank P. Lavarre 
Barbara Love  
Cheryl Magli  
Brian Kownacki and Kaitlyn Magnotte  

Annual donations through April 15, 2021
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Raymond and Pamela Manley  
John and Gail Markert  
Joseph and Rachel McAllister  
Daniel and Carrie McCormick  
Mr. Robert Thomas Meeks 
James Moore  
Gregory and Karen Mueller  
Phil Breedlove and Lynn Newcomb  
Margaret Ordoubadian  
Mr. David L Pate 
Mr. David Penn 
Ms. Donna Sue Petersen 
Ms. Annette S Pilcher 
Carl Popolo 
Gary and Robin Preston  
Dave and Catherine Purdon  
Charles O'Dell and Sally Rademacher  
Mr. G. Christopher Riley 
Ms. Jennifer Roberts 
Robert and Taylor Robinson  
Thomas and Mary Ellen Rodgers  
Robert and Linda Rutherford  

Mr. James Michael Scott 
Mr. Philip Scranton 
Lee Sharpe 
Barbara Jeanne Shelton 
Mr. Naoaki Shimada 
Gayle and Curtis Slagell  
Mrs. Winifred Smith 
Irma and Robert Spies  
Roy Gottfried and Mary Comfort Stevens  
Bryan and Hailey Stone  
Richard Bruehl and Nancy Stott  
Mr. Robert Thomison 
James and Linda Thompson  
Mr. John H Thurman 
Karen Weeks  
Harry and Peg Williams  
Ms. Janice M Williams 
Harry and Peg Williams  
Ms. Carolyn Wilson 
Ms. Ann Woodmore 
Bruce and Beth Zeitlin 

GIFTS IN HONOR
In honor of Ann Cargile and Bradley, LLC 
Henry Walker 

In honor of Morel Enoch Harvey 
Sue Chilton 

In honor of John Hoomes 
Stephanie A. Moore 

In honor of Ann Marie and Martin McNamara III 
Mr. and Mrs. John S. Beasley II 
Ms Susan W. Edwards 

In honor of Bill Myers 
Italo and Carmen Biaggioni 

In honor of Cara Schneider and Anthony Popolo 
Carl Popolo 

In honor of Cara Schneider 
Janet K. Davies 

In honor of Jay Jones and Rob Turner 
Jessica James 

GIFTS IN MEMORY
In memory of Lt. Cmdr. Alan A. Patterson, USN 
Drs. Teresa and Phillip Patterson 

In memory of Mike Saint 
Judy and Joe Barker 
Eva Ai-Kin Goh 
Madeline and Gardner Heaner 
Donald Holmes and Debra Smith-Holmes 
David and Carla Myers 
Mercedes Riley 
Barbara and David Rogers 
Lillian and Bill Southwick 

Nicole and Michael Valentino 

In memory of Michael Ranjo Santos 
Ann and Frank Bumstead 

In memory of Pauline Widelitz 
Tina Hodges 

FRIENDS CIRCLE $100–$249 (continued)
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GUARDIAN $100,000+

DIRECTOR $25,000–$49,999

PLATINUM CIRCLE $15,000–$24,999

PRODUCER $50,000–$99,999

DONORS
CORPORATE AND FOUNDATION GIFTS

Annual donations through April 15, 2021
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GOLD CIRCLE $10,000–$14,999

SILVER CIRCLE $5,000–$9,999
Bradley LLC
Community Health Systems
The Enchiridion Foundation
The Gibson Foundation
HCA Healthcare/TriStar Health

Jack C. Massey Foundation
Mockingbird Fund
Publix Supermarket Charities, Inc.
Washington Foundation

FOUNDER’S CIRCLE $1,500–$4,999
The Frist Foundation
KPMG
Pinnacle Financial Services

RBC Wealth Management
The Rich Foundation
Truist Wealth Management

PRESIDENT’S CIRCLE $1,000–$1,499
The Edward and Rose Donnell Foundation EY

BENEFACTOR CIRCLE $500–$999
EBS Foundation
The Jane and Richard Eskind 
    and Family Foundation
The Patricia C. and Thomas F. Frist, Jr.

    Fund for Nashville Opera  n
HCA Caring for the Community
Village Real Estate Advised Fund  n
Woodrum Family Fund 

n of the Community Foundation of Middle Tennessee

SPECIAL THANKS
Bacon & Caviar
Bongo Java Roasting Co.
Chef Penelope
Chef’s Market
G Catering
Two Fat Men Catering
Preferred Caterers

Anthony Popolo
Sunnyside Entertainment
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We would like to express our deep gratitude to friends 
who have included Nashville Opera in their estate plans.

This past year, the Opera lost two such extraordinary friends.  
We pause to remember not only their financial generosity 
but their bright company and eager willingness to help 
the Opera with their time and talents.  All our thanks...

P. MICHAEL SAINT

HANK WOERNER

What is your

LEGACY?

OPERA LEGACY SOCIETY

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph N. Barker
Robert and Margaret Beck
Mrs. Robert Boyd Bogle III
Dr. Jan Brandes
Dorothy Cox Estate
Janet Keese Davies
Mrs. Judith Duncan
Allis Dale and John Gillmor
George F. Gray, Jr.
Landis B. Gullett Charitable Trust
John Hoomes and Carol Penterman
Dr. Lois Jordan
Barry Lapidus
Lee Carroll
Wayne Morris
Harry and Shelley Page
Tracey Pearson
Anne and P. Michael Saint
Dr. and Mrs. Richard Schneider
Dr. Esther C. Swink & Mr. Jeff Swink
Dr. John Thomison Estate
Nancy Coleman and 
M. Andrew Valentine
Edwin Walker and Janet Eyler
Lalah Gee Williams
Hank Woerner

Planned gifts last long beyond a lifetime.
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Gifts through April 15, 2021 

LA BELLA NOTTE
VIRTUAL GALA
GOLD SPONSOR
Vanderbilt University

SILVER SPONSORS
Bradley LLC
Ann and Frank Bumstead
CHS
Dollar General
HCA Healthcare/TriStar Health
Ingram
Elizabeth Oakley Waller

BRONZE SPONSORS
Pinnacle Financial Services

PARTICIPATING SPONSORS
Joe and Judy Barker
Sue Chilton
EY
RBC Wealth Management
Truist Wealth Management
Janet and Jon Weaver

ADDITIONAL SUPPORT
AmFund
Empire Jewelers
Anthony Popolo 
    and Sunnyside Entertainment

CONTRIBUTORS
Anonymous
Nena C. Couch
Betty Bellamy
Maddie and Dave Berezov
Barbara and Jack Bovender
Audrey and Bart Campbell
Mr. and Mrs. Sam E.  Chrisopher
Lynn and Art Fleischer
Mrs. Suann Davis
Karen and Robert Dudacek
Sandra S. Frank
Denise Hill
Carol Penterman and John Hoomes
Rob Turner and Jay Jones
Ingrid and Robert Kessler
Ted and Michelle Lomicka
Mrs. Boyce Magli
Teresa and Phillip Patterson
Dr. and Mrs. John R. Schneider
Dr. Becky Swanson-Hindman
Barbara and Joel Warren
Debra Greenspan and Talmage Watts 
Mary S. Hoffschwelle and Carroll Van West

PATRONS
Guests in bold made additional 
contributions above the Patron level.

Dr. Gregg and Mrs. Leora Allen
Mr. and Mrs. David Bruce Amiot
Milbrey and Tom Andrews
Don and Connie Ansley
Dr. Margaret and Robert N Beck
June Greer Bogle
Paul Bracy
Berry and Connie Brooks
Joy and Chris Calico
Cheryl and Jeffrey Carr
Larry and Anita Cash
Patrick Clark and Melissa Mosteller
Ellen and Jay Clayton
Rep. John Ray and Tamara Baxt Clemmons
Nancy Coleman and M. Andrew Valentine
Rebecca and Deaver Collins
Janet Keese Davies
Mrs. Susan Winters Edwards
Bill and Lori Eubank
Kathleen and Barney Evers
Rick Ewing
Patricia and Kelly Frey
Garriott Family
Ann and Joseph Gilbert
John and Allis Dale Gillmor
Elizabeth and Lynn Greer
Cathy and Tom Grier
Stephanie Hart
Morel Enoch Harvey
Dr. and Mrs. Dan Hixon
Donald Holmes and Deborah A Smith-Holmes
Catherine Holsen and John Perry
Eric D. Holt
Henry and Carol Howerton
Joel Hutchison
Drs. Lauren and Edmund Jackson
George Kersey, Jr.
Chris Klein and Vicki Brown
Marian Gayle Latham
Jamie and Patrick Leddin
Ken and Bev Leiser
Kim Looney
Lynn Davidson Maddox
Jim and Linda Marler
Red and Shari Martin
Jocelynne McCall
Jennifer McCoy & J.T. Dominick
James McGregor
Ann Marie and Martin McNamara III
Dirk and Rachael Melton
Ashley and Brian Meneguzzi
Lee Ann and Scott Merrick
Stephanie Moore
Matilda McNamara Moore
Bonnie and Bill Myers
Mrs. Laura M. Newman
Robert J. Notestine III
Elizabeth and Larry Papel
Gary W. Parkes
Mark D. Peacock
Tracey and Ryan Pearson
Anne and Neiland Pennington
Megan and Drake Prange
Chris and Ramsey Raybeck
Al and Mary Robinson
Susan K Rohleder
Anne and Charles Roos
Dancey and John Sanders
Adam C. Sansiveri
Jan Campbell and Peter Scanlan
Norman Scarborough
Molly and Richard Schneider

Drs. Nancie and J. Robert Schweikert
Ms. Elaina Scott
Mr. and Mrs. James C Seabury III
Mrs. Jack W Shepherd
Faye Silva
Paula Bob Snyder
Irma H. Spies
Gloria and Paul Sternberg
Bryan Stone
Donna Dame Summar
Dr. Esther and Mr. Jeffery Swink
Diane Szczesniak
Betty T. Thackston
Irina Trenary
Betsey Usher
Jan van Eys and Judith Hodges
M. Kim Vance
Kathryn and Philip Walker
Barbara and Joel Warren
Mr. Steve Schnur & Ms. Emily Weiss
Anne and Bill Whetsell
Stacy Widelitz
Bobby Williams
Judy S. Williams
Betsy Wills
Marilyn Shields-Wiltsie and 
        Dr. Theodore E. Wiltsie
Shirley A. Zeitlin

SUPPORTERS
Melissa and Rob Beckham
Mr. and Mrs. Robert E Hannan
Audrey Jones
Dr. and Mrs. Harry L. Page
Deborah Tallent-Barcus
Emily and Valerie Whitcomb

ANNIVERSARY FRIENDS
Bunny Alexandroni
Carole and Richard Barocca
Reed Bogle
Lattie Miller Brown
Catherine Braunstein
Ann H. Brothers
Joyce Cook
Taylor Guardino
Clare A. Heiberger
Theresa Lapidus
Sharon H. Lasiter
Ann Lehue
Claudene Deane Oliva
Trisha Pena
Barbara S. Turner

AUCTION DONORS
Stephanie Hart

Anatolia Turkish Restaurant
Batch
Judith Kittredge Bracken
Chateau West Restaurant
Chef Paulette
Dessert Design
Diana Hemingson                                                    
J Alexander's
Jerry Spinrad
Lumen Lamps
Jim and Linda Marler

Joel and Barbara Warren
Johnny Haffner
Live2Dance Ballroom
Metro Parks and Rec Department
Metropolitan Opera Education Department
Nashville Ballet
Nashville Chess Center
Nashville Soccer Club
Nelson's Green Brier Distillery
ORCA
Owl's Hill Nature Sanctuary
Rob Turner and Jay Jones
StorPlace
TAYMAX GROUP, LP
Temple Hills Country Club
The Wine Chap
Trisha Pena                                

GENERAL GIFTS
Eric D. Holt
Margaret and Robert Beck

IN MEMORY
In memory of Helen Brown  
Janet Weaver
Anita Rurka Cash
Laura Newman                                     

In memory of Frank Jones
Morel Enoch Harvey
Ann Marie and Martin McNamara III
Molly and Richard Schneider
Esther and Jeff Swink
Nancy Coleman and Andy Valentine                                           

In memory of Mrs. Nellie Boyce Magli
Mrs. Cheryl Magli

In memory of Edward Manning, Jr.
Ann Marie and Martin McNamara III

In memory of Clifton McPherson
Highland Garden Club

In memory of Lt. Cmdr. Alan A. Patterson, USN
Teresa and Phillip Patterson

In memory of William Purcell Sr.
Dr. and Mrs. Edward Thackston
Nancy Coleman and Andy Valentine

In memory of Michael Saint
Nancy Coleman and Andy Valentine

In memory of Pauline Widelitz
Nancy and Andy Valentine

IN HONOR
In honor or Marion Couch
Elizabeth and Larry Papel

In honor of Esther Swink
Tracey Pearson

PERAONASHVILLE

Guild
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THE ANN & FRANK BUMSTEAD PRODUCTION

Sponsored by

ANN MARIE & MARTIN McNAMARA III 

An opera by Gioachino Rossini
Libretto by Jacopo Ferretti

Premiere January 25, 1817  —  Teatro Valle, Rome

Special 90-minute adaptation
Ascend Amphitheater

JUNE 12, 2021
Directed by John Hoomes   

Conducted by Dean Williamson
Featuring the Nashville Opera Orchestra

CAST
Cinderella    Emily Fons* 

Prince Ramiro   Matthew Grills*
Dandini, the boat mechanic Jonathan Beyer*

Don Magnifico, Cinderella’s stepfather Stefano de Peppo*
Alidoro, Prince Ramiro’s advisor Christopher Curcuruto†

Clorinda, Cinderella’s stepsister Bryn Holdsworth*
Thisbe, Cinderella’s stepsister Emily Cottam†

Jonas Grumby, narrator Brian Russell
Lifeguards  Drew Flickinger, Jonathan Thompson

CREATIVE
Lighting Designer/Assistant Production Manager    Barry Steele

Costume Designer  June Kingsbury
Wigs and Makeup Designer    Sondra Nottingham

Scenic Design    Cara Schneider
Pianist   Amy Tate Williams

Propsmaster    Lucious Rhoads
Supertitles Creator   John Hoomes      

PRODUCTION
Director of Production   Randy Williams

Production Stage Manager    Emily Barber
Assistant Stage Manager    Isaac Krispin
Supertitles Operator    Hannah Marcoe

Costume Crew  Pam Lisenby, Jayme Locke
Wigs and Makeup Crew    Alysia Faith, Taylor Martin
Production Crew    Robert Helvey, Annmarie Mizzoni

Live Video    MooTV
Lighting & Audio    Morris Lighting and Sound

* Nashville Opera Debut
† 2021 Mary Ragland Emerging Artist

BEACH PARTY
CINDERELLA
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SYNOPSIS

It’s morning in the broken-down surf  shop owned by Don
Magnifico.  Cinderella, known as Angelina, is doing the
household chores, as her vain stepsisters Clorinda and Tisbe
dance and primp.  A knock at the door introduces Alidoro,
advisor of  Prince Ramiro, disguise as a poor beach bum.
Cinderella’s stepsisters try to throw him out, but Cinderella
sneaks Alidoro some food.  Word arrives that on this very
evening the prince is holding a fantastic beach party at his
exclusive yacht club  And at this beach party, the prince will
choose his bride.

The ensuing commotion awakens the girl’s father, Don Mag-
nifico.  He is angry from being pulled from a splendid dream
about a donkey.  Clorinda and Tisbe relate the news of  the
beach party to their father.

Soon thereafter, the prince enters in disguise as his own boat
mechanic, Dandini.   When the prince and Cinderella see
each other, it’s love at first sight.  But when her father bel-
lows, Cinderella rushes out to attend to his needs.

The boat mechanic Dandini arrives (disguised as Prince
Ramiro).  He is there to escort Don Magnifico’s daughters
to the beach party.  Cinderella asks permission to attend the
party too, but Don Magnifico tells her no.  Everyone heads
to the beach resort, leaving Cinderella behind.  Alidoro re-
turns and tells Cinderella that he will help her get to the
beach party, but she must go in disguise.

On the private beach of  the yacht club, Dandini, continuing
his masquerade as the prince, tells Clorinda and Tisbe that
he can marry only one young woman, but the other can
marry his boat mechanic.  The sisters angrily reject this idea.

Alidoro suddenly announces the arrival of  a mystery lady to
the beach party.  Cinderella enters in disguise.  When she re-
veals herself, the sisters feel that this new girl looks too much
like their stepsister to be considered any serious competition.
Everyone jumps into the surf  to swim and frolic.

Near the end of  the beach party, Cinderella gives Prince one
of  her crystal flip flops and tells him to search for the young
woman wearing the other flip flop.  She tells him that if  he
can find out who she really is, and still wants to her, she will
gladly marry him.  Cinderella leaves.  Ramiro demotes
Dandini and assumes his rightful role as prince, vowing to
find his unknown love.

Dandini confesses to Don Magnifico that he is actually the
prince’s boat mechanic.  Dandini then throws the enraged
Don Magnifico out of  the yacht club.

Don Magnifico, Clorinda, and Tisbe return home and take
their anger out on Cinderella.  A huge storm blows through,
and after it passes, Dandini appears with news that the
prince’s sports car has broken down outside the surf  shop.

Prince Ramiro finds Cinderella, and she suddenly realizes
that he is actually the prince!  The two go off  together, leav-
ing everyone else attempting to make sense of  what has just
happened.

In the joyous final scene at the prince’s yacht club, Cinderella
proclaims her happiness.  She pardons her stepfather and
stepsisters for their treatment of  her.  Everyone hails Cin-
derella’s beauty and wisdom as goodness is triumphant.

THIS SYNOPSIS HAS BEEN UPDATED TO REFLECT 
JOHN HOOMES’S BEACH-PARTY STAGING

Mezzo-soprano 
Emily Fons
heads the cast
of Nashville Opera’s
CINDERELLA.
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Cinderella

EMILY
FONS *
mezzo-soprano

Recent  
Rosina
Il Barbiere di Siviglia
San Diego Opera

Hänsel
Hänsel und Gretel
Canadian Opera Company

Angelina
La Cenerentola
Atlanta Opera

Laurene Powell Jobs
The [R]evolution of Steve Jobs
Seattle Opera

Lyric Opera of Chicago

Upcoming  
Medoro
Orlando
Haymarket Opera

Ariodante
Ariodante
Internationale Händel-
Festspiele Göttingen

Prince Orlofsky
Die Fledermaus
Seiji Ozawa Music Academy

Cherubino
Le Nozze di Figaro
Seattle Opera

Hometown  
Milwaukee, Wisconsin

Residence  
Cudahy, Wisconsin

Stage Director

JOHN
HOOMES
Nashville Opera
CEO & Artistic Director
1995–Present

Nashville Opera  
The Lighthouse
Samson and Delilah
Elmer Gantry
Aïda
Don Giovanni
Andrea Chénier
The Fall of the House of Usher
The Girl of the Golden West
The Difficulty of 
Crossing a Field
The Man Who Mistook
His Wife for a Hat
Romulus Hunt
Florencia en el Amazonas
Hydrogen Jukebox
Così fan tutte
Glory Denied
Three Way
Maria de Buenos Aires
Tales of Hoffmann
The Cradle Will Rock

Recent
Florencia en el Amazonas
New York City Opera
Pensacola Opera

Elmer Gantry
Don Giovanni
Florentine Opera

Three Way
American Opera Projects
Brooklyn Academy of Music

Turandot
Knoxville Opera

Glory Denied
Opera Birmingham

Hometown  
Mobile, Alabama

Residence  
Nashville, Tennessee

Conductor

DEAN
WILLIAMSON
Nashville Opera
Music Director
2015–Present

Nashville Opera  
Romeo and Juliet
Samson and Delilah
The Girl of the Golden West
The Difficulty of 
Crossing a Field
Cinderella
The Man Who Mistook
His Wife for a Hat
The Barber of Seville
Romulus Hunt
Florencia en el Amazonas
Hydrogen Jukebox
Three Way
Maria de Buenos Aires
Madame Butterfly

Recent  
Florencia en al Amazonas
New York City Opera

La Cenerentola
Arizona Opera

Three Way
American Opera Projects
Brooklyn Academy of Music

Merola Grand Finales Concert
San Francisco Opera

Upcoming  
Madama Butterfly
Opera Idaho

Le Nozze di Figaro
Arizona Opera

Hydrogen Jukebox
University of Washington
School of Music

Hometown  
Taipei, Taiwan (birthplace)
Bellevue, Washington

Residence  
Bellevue, Washington

Prince Ramiro

MATTHEW
GRILLS *
tenor

Recent 
Ernesto
Don Pasquale 
Opera Santa Barbara

First Water
Der Rosenkavalier
Metropolitan Opera

Ramiro
La Cenerentola
Seattle Opera

Pedrillo
Die Entführung 
aus dem Serail
Bayerische Staatsoper
Atlanta Opera
New Orleans Opera

Upcoming  
Snout
A Midsummer Night’s Dream
Santa Fe Opera

Conte Almaviva
Il Barbiere di Siviglia
Utah Opera

Shepherd
Oedipus Rex
Opera Philadelphia

Hometown  
Sandy Hook, CT

Residence  
Portland, OR

* NASHVILLE OPERA DEBUT
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Alidoro

CHRISTOPHER
CURCURUTO †
bass-baritone

Nashville Opera
2021 Mary Ragland
Emerging Artist

Nashville Opera ON TOUR

Recent  
Zweiter Soldat
Salome
Dallas Symphony Orchestra

Gus O'Neill
Later the Same Evening
UNT Opera

Raimondo
Lucia di Lammermoor
UNT Opera

Horace Giddens
Regina
UNT Opera

Fort Worth Opera

Hometown  
Sydney, Australia

Residence  
Denton, Texas

Dandini

JONATHAN
BEYER *
baritone

Recent 
Danilo
Merry Widow
Hong Kong

Mad King
Maxwell Davies’
Eight Songs for a Mad King
Philadelphia

Marcello
La Bohème
Oper Frankfurt

All Star’s Contestant
Worst Cooks in America
Food Network

Upcoming  
Teaching
Chautauqua Institution
Chautauqua, New York

Teaching
Curtis Institute of Music
Philadelphia

Teaching
Trentino Music Festival
Italy

Recitals
Philadelphia
Chicago

Hometown  
Orland Park, IL

Residence  
New York City

Don Magnifico

STEFANO
DE PEPPO *
bass

Recent 
Gaudenzio
Il Signor Bruschino
Sarasota Opera

Uberto
La Serva Padrona
Sarasota Opera

Bartolo
Il Barbiere di Siviglia
Opera Colorado

Don Pasquale
Don Pasquale
UGA

Upcoming  
Dulcamara
Elixir of Love
Opera Maine

Sacristan
Tosca
Opera Colorado

Bartolo
Il Barbiere di Siviglia
Pensacola Opera

Hometown  
Milan, Italy

Residence  
New York City

Clorinda

BRYN
HOLDSWORTH *
soprano

Recent 
Clorinda
La Cenerentola
Atlanta Opera

Ghost Quartet
Soprano
The Ghosts of Versailles 
Opéra de royal de Versailles

Annina
La Traviata
The Glimmerglass Festival

Krysia
Out of Darkness
The Atlanta Opera

Hometown  
Stewartsville, NJ

Residence  
Atlanta, GA

* NASHVILLE OPERA DEBUT

† 2021 MARY RAGLAND EMERGING ARTIST
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Pianist

AMY TATE
WILLIAMS
Nashville Opera  
1998–Present

Founder
Randamwill Music

Opera Director
Tennessee Governor’s
School for the Arts
2003–present

Nashville Opera  
Music Director:
Amahl and the Night Visitors
Hansel and Gretel
The Cradle Will Rock

World Premieres:
Elmer Gantry
Surrender Road
Three Way

Pianist/Chorusmaster:
Glory Denied
Romulus Hunt
The Man Who Mistook 
His Wife for a Hat
The Difficulty of Crossing 
a Field
The Fall of the House of Usher
Hydrogen Jukebox
The Lighthouse
Turandot
La Fanciulla del West
La Bohème
Madama Butterfly
Salome
Der Rosenkavalier
Samson et Dalila
Romeo et Juliette
Andrea Chénier
Maria de Buenos Aires
Tales of Hoffmann

Hometown  
Bowling Green, Kentucky

Residence  
Nashville, Tennessee

Thisbe

EMILY J.
COTTAM †
mezzo-soprano

Nashville Opera 
2021 Mary Ragland
Emerging Artist

Nashville Opera ON TOUR

Recent
Dora
The Manchurian Candidate
Seagle Festival

Peron's Mistress
Evita
Seagle Festival

Serse
Serse
Arizona State University

Street Singer
Leonard Bernstein’s MASS
Arizona State University 

Upcoming  
Julia Twitchell
Harmony (World Premiere)
Seagle Festival

Soloist
Irving Berlin Revue
Seagle Festival

Hometown  
Salt Lake City, Utah

Residence  
Salt Lake City, Utah

Jonas Grumby, narrator

BRIAN
RUSSELL
actor

Nashville Opera 
The Cradle will Rock
Die Fledermaus
The Difficulty of Crossing 
a Field

Recent
Equinox
Tennessee Playwrights 
Studio

Patrick Barlow's 
Christmas Carol
Inherit the Wind
Nashville Repertory Theatre

Imaginary Invalid
University of N. Colorado

Henry V
Dalton, Georgia

King Lear
Grand Valley Shakespeare 
Festival

Hamlet
Nashville Shakespeare 
Festival

HBO Max
Tropical Cop Tales

Upcoming  
Two Gentleman of Verona
Conasauga Shakespeare 

Hometown  
Elizabethtown, KY

Residence  
Nashville, TN

Lighting Designer
Asst. Production Manager

BARRY
STEELE

Nashville Opera
Der Rosenkavalier
The Lighthouse
La Voix Humaine
Lucia di Lammermoor
Faust, Salome
Surrender Road
Turandot, 2006, 2015
Romeo and Juliet
Madame Butterfly
Samson and Delilah
The Fall of the House of Usher
Andrea Chénier
The Girl of the Golden West
The Difficulty of Crossing a Field
The Man Who Mistook
His Wife for a Hat
The Magic Flute
La Bohème, 2014
Romulus Hunt
Florencia en el Amazonas
Hydrogen Jukebox
Don Giovanni
Glory Denied
Three Way
Carmen, Tosca, Otello
Maria de Buenos Aires
Susannah
Tales of Hoffmann
The Cradle Will Rock

Recent  
Don Giovanni
Edmonton Opera

Die Fledermaus
Flight
Des Moines Metro Opera

Ring of Fire
Capital Repertory Theatre

Hometown  
St. Petersburg, Florida

Residence  
Brooklyn, New York† 2021 MARY RAGLAND EMERGING ARTIST
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Scenic Designer

CARA
SCHNEIDER

Nashville Opera  
Creative Director
1995–Present

Nashville Opera  
Glory Denied
Florencia en el Amazonas
Romulus Hunt
The Difficulty of 
Crossing a Field
The Cradle Will Rock

Nashville Opera 
ON TOUR
The Brothers Grimm
Sid the Serpent
Little Red’s Most 
Unusual Day
Billy Goats Gruff
Jack and the Beanstalk
Goldilocks and the
Three Singing Bears
The Three Little Pigs

Recent  
Florencia en el Amazonas
New York City Opera
Pensacola Opera

Glory Denied
Opera Birmingham

The Brothers Grimm
Lyric Opera of Chicago
“Opera in Our 
Neighborhoods” Tour

Hometown  
Harrodsburg, Kentucky

Residence
Nashville, Tennessee

Costume Designer

JUNE
KINGSBURY  
Resident Costume Designer
Lipscomb Theatre Department

Recent   
Nashville Shakespeare Festival
Nashville Repertory Theater
People’s Branch Theater
Belmont University Theater
Actors Bridge Theatre
Vanderbilt University Opera
Nashville Children’s Theatre
Nashville Ballet

Costumes for the band
Here Come the Mummies

Video shoots
Alan Jackson and Jewel

Album cover shoots
Ben Folds: Way to Normal

Film
The Identical

Magazine cover shoots 
Vanity Fair: Nicole Kidman
InStyle: Nicole Kidman
Glamour: Carrie Underwood

TV shows
“Nashville Star”
“Gone Country”

Taylor Swift
Speak Now Tour

Hometown  
Nashville, Tennessee

Residence  
Nashville, Tennessee

Wigs & Makeup Designer

SONDRA
NOTTINGHAM

Nashville Opera  
Florencia en el Amazonas
Salome
Elmer Gantry
Il Trovatore
The Student Prince
The Fall of the House of Usher
Rigoletto
The Girl of the Golden West
Madame Butterfly
The Difficulty of 
Crossing a Field
The Man Who Mistook
His Wife for a Hat
Romulus Hunt
Glory Denied
Tales of Hoffmann

Recent  
Abduction from the Seraglio
Ariadne auf Naxos
St. Petersburg Opera 

Das Rheingold
La Traviata
North Carolina Opera

Turandot
Dead Man Walking
Shreveport Opera

Witches of Venice 
(World Premiere)
Il Postino
Figaro
The Long Walk
Opera Saratoga 

Carmen
Un Ballo in Maschera
Opera Tampa

Three Way
American Opera Projects
Brooklyn Academy of Music

Hometown  
Hardinsburg, Kentucky

Residence  
Nashville, Tennessee
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FIRST VIOLIN
Christina McGann,
concert master

Ching-Yi Lin
Josh Holritz
Anna Lisa Hoepfinger
Deidre Fominaya Bacco
Chuck Callahan

SECOND VIOLIN
Stephen Miahky
Zoya Leybin
Eliza Cho
Amy Helman

VIOLA
Charles Dixon
Carl Larson
Simona Rusu
Michael Holub

CELLO
Michael Samis
Sari Reist
Sarah Berry

BASS
Craig E. Nelson
Tiffany Freeman

FLUTE
PICCOLO
Deanna Little
Kristen Holritz

OBOE
Jared Hauser
Nicholas Thompson

CLARINET
Todd Waldecker
Mark J. Cramer

BASSOON
James A. Lotz
Laura A. Hauser

FRENCH HORN
Jennifer Kummer
Harry Ditzel

TRUMPET
Joel Treybig
Preston Bailey

TROMBONE
David Loucky

THE 
NASHVILLE OPERA 
ORCHESTRA
Dean Williamson, music director
Anne Dickson Rogers, contractor

Or that more than 70% of the money used to fund the hundreds of
grants from the Tennessee Arts Commission last year was from the
sale of specialty license plates?

With the arts getting cut from state budgets across America, the
extra revenue Nashville Opera and other Tennessee arts groups 
receive from specialty and personalized license plate sales has
been key to our survival.

SUPPORT TENNESSEE ARTS WITH A CUSTOM PLATE!
INQUIRE AT YOUR COUNTY CLERK’S OFFICE.

DID YOU KNOW
PROCEEDS FROM ALL
SPECIALTY LICENSE PLATES
GO TO THE ARTS?
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Need a Beach
Party brush-up?
In 1963, American International Pictures released Beach Party starring Frankie Avalon and
Annette Funicello, and with it a genre was born.  Seven more Beach Party movies followed
from the studio, as it quickly became one of the most successful cinematic trends of all time.
Low-budget and easily produced, beach-party films were profitable and developed their
own cult fandom.  Their appeal lay in their fantastic escapism, simple themes, and the  idea
of good clean fun.  

Dancing, surfing, teen rebellion, motorcycles, and summer love were de rigueur in movies
like Beach Party, Beach Blanket Bingo (1965), Where the Boys Are (1960), and Bikini Beach
(1964).  Music was another key element, and beach-party films featured major artists such
as Stevie Wonder, the Animals, the Beach Boys, Little Richard, and the Supremes.  During the
60s, beach-party films fueled the popularity of surfing and exploded U.S. bikini sales by
3000%.  (Ironically many were filmed during the winter with actors in full body makeup!)

One of the genre’s most beloved stars was Annette Funicello, who appeared in at least five
Beach Party films.  Her show-business career began as a Mouseketeer on The Mickey Mouse
Club and grew immensely throughout the 1950s and 60s.  Annette’s mentor, Walt Disney, in-
sisted she wear a one-piece bathing suit in Beach Party films in order to maintain a modest
public image.  (No bikinis?!)  Other actors known for their roles in Beach Party films included
Linda Evans, Don Rickles, and Elizabeth Montgomery. 

Years later, audiences would demand a more realistic portrayal of the young-adult experi-
ence.  In 1987, genre royalty Frankie Avalon and Annette Funicello were featured in Back to
the Beach which parodied their previous wholesome films.  


