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Slc. Katherine Clarkson

Figure 1: Slc. Katherine Clarkson 'Linder'

The May, 2013 article of Orchids Magazine, described the latest developments in
yellow Cattleyas with spots.(1) While reading through it I admired the beautiful Slc.
Katherine Clarkson. It is a hybrid of Slc. Jungle Gem and C. Mark Jones. Looking at all
the other photographs of various spotted Cattleyas, I thought to myself, “I’ve gotta get
one of those!” After rereading the article, I realized that C. Mark Jones seemed familiar
for some reason. So, I went to my back yard, looked around and discovered that I did,
indeed, have “one of those.” I had at some time, several years back, purchased a plant of
Slc, Jungle Gem x Mark Jones from Hawaiian Orchid Source (now known as rushpo, on
Ebay), which had never bloomed. Each year it made new pseudobulbs, but had, as yet,
not been mature enough to bloom.
For all the years that I had the plant, I grew it outdoors, mounted on cork. In the
winter, the only protection it received was from its placement on the west side of the
house, under an overhang, with a cover of frost cloth during the coldest nights of the
year.
This would be a good time to have a brief discussion of the background of this
hybrid. Slc. Jungle Gem is a recent hybrid, dating back to 1987. It is a cross of C. Jungle

Elf with Sl. Psyche. Both of these hybrids have C. aclandiae in their backgrounds.
Indeed, Slc. Jungle Gem is fifty percent C. aclandiae.
Cattleya Mark Jones is a very complex hybrid that can trace its roots (no pun
intended) to the year 1897, with C. Intertexta (C. mossiae X C. warneri). Cattleya Mark
Jones is 25 percent C. aclandiae, 25 percent C. guttata, and 25 percent C. bicolor. A
smattering of other species have gone into C. Mark Jones, including C. mossiae, C.
loddigesii, C. intermedia, and C. leudemannia.
Okay, that’s all very nice, and congratulations to me for having found out the
background of this cross. But what does it all mean? Why do we even care about the
background of a complex hybrid? Let’s face it. Normally we don’t, whether or not we
should. Most modern crosses are so complex that they take a wide range of conditions,
and the base species often become irrelevant. Except that in this case they give a really
good idea as how to grow this plant.
According to the American Orchid Society’s “Beginner’s Handbook” Cattleya
aclandiae, C. bicolor, and C. guttata are all intermediate to warm growers.(2) The Santa
Barbara Orchid Estate lists a series of Cattleyas that it describes as “Temperature
Tolerant,” meaning that they tolerate a large range of temperatures from the upper
twenties to the upper nineties, and even low hundreds! It places C. bicolor, C.
intermedia, and C. loddigesii into this category. So, perhaps Slc. Katherine Clarkson may
retain some of this cold tolerance, which might explain why my plant did not perish when
the temperature went down to the mid thirties in my growing area.
Note that most of the species that make up Slc. Katherine Clarkson require a
modest to marked dry rest during the winter. Also, it is worth remarking that C.
aclandiae is often grown mounted so that its roots are not disturbed, as it makes very few
roots per year, and is sensitive to repotting. (4)
So, my idea to mount this plant seemed like a good idea at the time. And if I were
growing in a greenhouse, it probably would have been. But I grow outdoors most of the
year, and while I do have a very good automatic misting system, my plants still
experience the low humidity and occasional dry winds that Sacramento is prone to. After
a few years of mounted culture, it became evident to me that this was not working. But
the few roots the plant did have were clinging tightly to the cork, and I did not want to
disturb them. So I took the mount and all, plopped it into a clay pot, and added fir bark
all around. This turned out to have made the difference. The plant received adequate
water, with good drying out, and a drier winter rest.
Over the next two years, with good summer watering, weekly feeding, and the
somewhat warmer winter conditions of my new unheated miniature (4’ X 6’) greenhouse,
the pseudobulbs grew a bit bigger with each new growth. Finally, late this summer a
sheath appeared. I held my breath, which is somewhat difficult to do for two months, and
in early October, I was delighted (if not somewhat blue in the face) to see the first flower
of my Slc. Katherine Clarkson.
I think my experience with this plant teaches some important lessons. Don’t give
up on your plants, don’t be afraid to change things when the plant is not blooming, and
don’t be too smart to learn about how to grow your plants. I know that we really don’t
have the time or inclination to individualize the care of each plant we have. What we can
do is to acquire plants that fit our conditions, and group similarly cultured plants together.
I have learned the hard way to do this. It’s a practice in control, and I do occasionally

veer from the straight and narrow. But every so often I find a plant that makes me say,
“I’ve gotta get one of those!!”

Figure 2: Slc. Katherine Clarkson 'Linder'
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He is also the author of The Palace of Dreams, under his penname Bruce Adams. His
ideal life would consist of writing and growing orchids!
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