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INTRODUCTION

Pre’s Rock is a hard-to-find basalt outcropping on a hillside in Eugene, 
Oregon that was the site of Olympian Steve “Pre” Prefontaine’s death on 
May 30, 1975.  

After a send-off party for the visiting Finnish Nationals track team Pre 
was winding through the tight turns of Skyline Blvd. when he encoun-
tered another car on the road and struck the outcropping flipping his MG 
convertible.  He could not be freed in time to save his life.

In June 2020, thousands of Olympic hopefuls will return to Pre’s home 
track, the newly rebuilt Hayward Field, to compete in the US Olympic 
Trials for a chance to qualify for the 2020 Games in Tokyo.  A select few 
will make Team USA but nearly every competitor will make a pilgrimage 
to Pre’s Rock and honor an athlete who exemplified the go-for-broke 
ethos of champions. 

Design competition participants will imagine a memorial for the site of 
Pre’s fatal car crash that will bring visibility to the location and recognize 
the legacy and influence of Steve Prefontaine.
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DESIGN THEMES

PUBLIC VISIBILITY 

The site of the Pre’s Rock can be seen for miles, but it lacks public visibility.  From its perch 
on Judkin’s Point, the site can be seen by 70,000 vehicles traveling I-5 each day, from 
Hayward Field and the University of Oregon where Pre was a student, and from any point 
along the Willamette River running through the heart of Eugene below.  Despite these visual 
connections, the site can feel removed from the city and invisible among the trees. Arriving at 
the Rock requires some hunting and the setting is secluded.

INTERMITTENT PURPOSE 

When track meets are in session on the University of Oregon campus, the Rock is in high 
demand.  A steady procession of visitors snake up the hill and groups of fans linger in silence 
in front of the crash site. On most other days, people can pass by without noticing. The Rock 
is a spiritual pilgrimage for one community but it can be just another rock to others. 

ARCHIVE 

Many visitors mark their visit to Pre’s Rock by leaving personal items.  The City of Eugene 
collects the personal letters, medals, uniforms, bib numbers and other items regularly but 
does not have capacity to display the contents or make them available to the public. 

REFUGE 

The Rock sits right on the curb near a blind corner of Skyline Blvd.  As visitors stand a few 
steps back from the curb to view the Rock they put themselves in danger of cars rounding 
the corner and making their way up the hill from Birch Lane.

PRESERVATION 

The University of Oregon’s Historic Hayward Field was demolished in 2018 in order to build 
an international caliber track and field stadium that will be unveiled in May of 2020. Replacing 
the historic stadium has been a dramatic gamble that has introduced issues of historic 
preservation to a sport that isn’t often stuck in time.   

LEGACY

Steve Prefontaine’s athletic record stands on its own: at the time of his death he held seven 
American Records and lived up to all of the expectations that first landed him on the cover of 
Sports Illustrated as an Oregon freshman in 1970.  His style is what made him an icon, 
though, and his performance in the 1972 Olympic embodied his outsized character.  

Only a college junior, he was confident he would defeat the defending Olympic champion 
along with the rest of the world class field.  He told ABC announcer Jim McKay “I’m going to 
work so that it's a pure guts race at the end, and if it is, I am the only one who can win”.  As 
he predicted, he took the lead with four laps remaining and planned to close out the race with 
an impossible four-minute mile to win gold.  He battled to hold the lead in the last lap but was 
eventually outsprinted down the homestretch, finishing fourth and out of the medals.  

The performance made him a hero.  He boldly dared the competition, called his shot, and 
risked everything to win. 
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SITE
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Competition Site - 2401 Skyline Blvd.

Pre’s Rock

Pre’s Rock is located on a challenging site overlooking the Willamette River Valley from Judkin’s Point in Eugene, 
Oregon.  While the north side presents a monumental scale, the south edge, where the Rock is located, feels 
residential by comparison.  It shares a narrow, winding street with several generously spaced single-family homes 
along Skyline Blvd.

Property Address: 

Lane County Tax Lot No.

Site Area:

Competition Boundary: 

Land Use Restrictions: 

2401 Skyline Blvd. Eugene, OR, 97403
1703334303500
1.3 Acres
Proposals are to stay within the property lines of 2401 Skyline Blvd. 
Proposals need not comply with buliding codes, zoning codes, or other land 
use regulations for the purpose of the competition.

SITE MAP 
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DESIGN CHALLENGE

1. Design a memorial that evokes the spirit and legacy of Steve Prefontaine.

 The memorial can take any form that conforms to the site boundaries. 

 There are no spatial or programmatic requirements. 

2. Address the display or archival storage for items left at the memorial.

 Display or storage can be addressed on or off site

 Items need not be stored indefinitely.

ELIGIBILITY

          Current students of Architecture, Landscape Architecture, Design, and Fine Art.

 Young Professionals having graduated in 2015 or later.

 Participants may submit individual or group entries. 

PARTICIPATION REQUIREMENTS

REGISTRATION

All participants must submit a Registration Form found on the competition website prior to 

the Registration Deadline.  

ENTRY FEE

Participation in the competition is free.

SUBMISSION FORMAT

Submissions may contain any combination of text, drawings, graphics, photographs, or 

other media that fit within the size and format requirements.

PRESENTATION BOARD

Size: 22x34

File Format: PDF

Resoultion: 300 dpi

FILE NAME

Use the following naming convention when submitting your presentation board:
“Pres-Rock-Competitor-Number-XXXX.pdf”.

SUBMISSION

Presentation board files are to be uploaded via the competition website prior to the 
Sumbission Deadline.
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SCHEDULE

COMPETITION BRIEF ISSUED

REGISTRATION DEADLINE

SUBMISSION DEADLINE

RESULTS ANNOUNCED

January 1, 2020

April 24, 2020

May 1, 2020

May 30, 2020
 

DESIGN JURY

TINKER HATFIELD

JEFF KOVEL

JEFF ROBERTS

ALEXI PAPPAS

ANDREW WHEATING

Nike

Skylab Architecture

SERA Architects

Olympian, Filmmaker
Olympian 

AWARDS

GOLD

SILVER

BRONZE

$2,000

$1,500

$   500
 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

STEVE PREFONTAINE HISTORY LINKS 

SITE DRAWINGS   

SITE PHOTOS

HAYWARD FIELD HISTORY

Visit the competition website for additional resources.

CONTACT
EMAIL: Competition@PortlandTrack.com
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PUBLICATION
All competition entries will be published on the Portland Track and SERA Architects websites 
and will be displayed at the 2020 Portland Track Festival.

Award winners, along with other selected entries, will published in print and digital formats 
with design and athletic publications following the competition.



PRE’S ROCK

VIEW NORTH
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