
August 28, 2019 

 

COMING UP  
 

Mondays and Thursdays 
Senior Adult Exercise 

9:00a 

September  4th 
Wednesday Fellowship Dinner 

5:30p 

 

September  17th 
Coffee and Kibiets 

 
September 18th 
Choir Rehearsal 

7:30p 
 

Expressing our sympathy to  

Beverly and the Boatwrights in the recent 

death off Johnny Doyle. 

Progressive Theology 

Traditional Worship 

Welcoming Community 

From the pastors’ Heart & Soul 

 Park Road's New Director of Music/Organist 

Follow @ParkRoadChurch on Social Media for the latest happenings in our community. 

Dear Park Road family, 

It is with great excitement and joy that I join 
the staff of Park Road as the new Director of 
Music/Organist. I will begin my duties here on 
Wednesday, September 18--the first      
Sanctuary Choir rehearsal of the season.  

I look very forward to meeting everyone in this 
new church family soon! This is a very      
exciting time for me and for this music     
program as we all look forward to beginning a 
new ministry together. With new beginnings 
comes new relationships and new             
opportunities for ministry. I am very excited 
to embark on this journey with the good folks 
of Park Road! 

Our first Sanctuary Choir rehearsal for the 
Fall will be on Wednesday, September 18 at 
7:30p. Plan to come on the 18th so we can 
kick off our new choir year together! If you 
haven't been a member of the Sanctuary 
Choir in recent years, consider coming back 
and joining us now! If you’ve never been a 
member of the Sanctuary Choir but love to 
sing, plan to come on the 18th and join us 
now!  

Please know that my door is always open and 
I look forward to meeting everyone on the 
18th and jumping in!! 

Peace, 

Mark 

We are delighted to introduce the newest member of our church staff. 
On September 16, Mark Frye will join us as our Director of Music and 
Organist. We have had a number of conversations together, and Amy 
and I are confident that Mark will be an excellent addition to our staff 
and to the life of our congregation. 

A search committee, composed of Laura Baxley, Bob Clare, Manny 
Medeiros, Cam Mitchell (Chair of Personnel), Allyson Neeriemer, Amy 
and myself interviewed three well-qualified candidates and Mark 
stood above the others as most qualified musically, and the best fit 
for our style and theology. From his resume…  

“Mark has held positions as Director of Music and Organist since the 
age of 16 in Baptist, United Methodist, Episcopal, and Lutheran 
churches. Having served parishes in Texas, North Carolina and South 
Carolina, he has also served as Organist in St. James Cathedral in 
Innsbruck, Austria and St. Ursula's Basilica in Munich, Germany.    

Mark did his undergraduate work at the University of South Carolina 
where his major was Music Education. He also received a degree in 
Organ Performance from the University of North Carolina School of 

the Arts in Winston- Salem, NC where he was a Kenan Organ Scholar. 
He received his Master's Degree in Choral Conducting from Winthrop 
University in Rock Hill, SC, where he was elected into membership in 
Pi Kappa Lambda.  Mark has done post-graduate studies toward his 
Doctor of Musical Arts degree in Choral Conducting and Organ      
Performance from the University of South Carolina.”  

Mark’s musical pedagogy is clear – but more important than that is 
the kinship we already feel in terms of Mark’s approach to church 
music. While we are not calling Mark a minister of music – we have 
no doubt that “ministry” fits his approach to church life and music.  

After nearly 20 years as the full-time Director of Music at St. James 
Lutheran Church in Concord, where he developed a full program of 
music for all ages, Mark opened Acquisitions Interiors two years ago 
and now spends his full-time hours as an interior designer. Moving his 
musical career to a part-time path opened him to consider our      
position. 

Mark will begin the week of September 16 and will have two         
rehearsals with the choir, September 18 and 25. His first Sunday 
with us will be September 29 – when we move back into our        
newly-renovated sanctuary. We are looking forward to a day of great     
celebration! 

When time permits, please introduce yourself to Mark and welcome 
him to Park Road. And, would you consider singing in the choir? We 
would love to have all current and former choir members, and any new 
members as well, to give Mark a warm Park Road welcome. Choir  
rehearsals are Wednesdays at 7:30p. 

Welcome Mark! 

Kicking Off the School Year                                                         
This past Sunday we kicked off the new school year with pool parties 
for both our children and youth at the Dean’s home. A great time was 
had by all! 
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Book Send Home 

In the spring of 2016, shortly after Park Road launched 

“Uplift Sedgefield”, we were approached by the family 

advocate at 

Sedgefield to 

help with an   

end-of-the-year 

book drive. We 

solicited book 

suggestions/

recommendations 

from teachers, 

collected, bought, 

and classified 

books, and then 

distributed them.  

This past spring was the 4th year that Park Road has 

sponsored such a book send-home. Over the past 4 years, 

we have moved from an average of 3 books per child to 9 

books for child in June 2019.  

For the 2019-2020 school year, we will be partnering 

with Myers Park UMC, Read Charlotte, and Marie G.   

Davis to be a part of the Read Charlotte Transformation       

Network. This will change our book distribution plans. 

Rather than concentrating all our efforts on one big book 

send home at the end of the year, we will distribute 

books during the school year through several events. We 

will still plan on a larger distribution at the end of the 

year to help combat the summer slump.  

Please got to: https://www.parkroadbaptist.org/supporting

-our-schools to find more information about the book 

send-home effort. 

Updates as to dates and ways to help will be publicized 

in the newsletter, as well as on social media. The web 

page linked to in each article will also be updated to  

reflect current information and dates.  

Please join us in this important ministry by Supporting 

Our Schools and thank you for all your support and     

encouragement as we've built this important mission  

outreach at Park Road. 

 

 

The Pews are Coming Back!           
All of our pews were removed from the sanctuary and 
stored in a remote location. They will be returned the first 
week of September. Anyone who purchased a pew needs 
to make plans to get that pew from the church the first 
week of September. It should be noted that the pews were 
disassembled for storage. Anyone who needs help  
re-assembling a pew, please contact Russ. 

 

Blessing of Peace 

On Sunday, we offered a blessing with the “Peace” book 

bag tags. We called up all teachers (who also received 

bags of candy to help them make it through), then all  

students, and then all 

volunteers for all 

schools to kick off a 

new year of learning 

and growing. We used 

some borrowed words 

from a Lutheran   

pastor as our      

blessing. As we are all 

students and teachers 

of life, perhaps these 

words are for us all:   

“As we start a new school year... students, teachers,      

administrators, students of life and faith (and that’s all of 

us)... In an ever changing and evolving universe remember 

you are loved, you have strength, bravery, and courage 

within you. You are not alone in this sacred endeavor of 

growth and    

becoming. In the 

challenges push 

through, when 

the mighty winds 

blow through be 

flexible as your 

roots grow strong 

and deep.     

Remember to be 

kind, everyone is 

wresting with 

something.” (Will Rose, pastor, Holy Trinity Lutheran 

Church)  

https://www.parkroadbaptist.org/supporting-our-schools
https://www.parkroadbaptist.org/supporting-our-schools

