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From the Pastor

A Decade of Ministry
It has been ten years that I have been your pastor. My
first day of officially being “on the job” was September
1, 2006. Ironically it was a Friday, which is normally my
day off, but that day I was a bit busy. I began by writing
my first monthly musing and then did some sermon
preparation and ended with a hospital visit.
In these ten years I have seen God at work in a big
way in our church. I am humbled by the way I see our
church offer themselves to God to do His service. We
have been involved in loads of ministry, both locally
and internationally. At the core of our ministry is the
desire for people to know God. Locally, our MOPS
program has been a beacon of light to many in our
neighborhood. God has used this ministry to bring
many to Christ. Internationally, our connection with the
Evangelical Free Church of Berard in Haiti has brought
two parts of the Body of Christ together to join hands in
reaching the world for Christ. These are just two of our
many ministries where we have followed God’s call to
bring people to the saving knowledge of Christ.
We have enjoyed times together with events like “The
Not So Amazing Race,” the Super Bowl Parties, the
Memorial Day cook outs and the church camping trips.
We are a church that is a close family who enjoys our
time together.
We’ve joined hands with other local churches for
events like the Franklin Graham Crusade, flood relief
and the Mark Cable concerts. These are just a small
part of how we have a heart for those around us.
During my time here we had the privilege of celebrating
our Fortieth Anniversary as a church. It was also a time
when we changed our church name from Evangelical
Free Church of Vestal to Pierce Hill Christian
Fellowship. One reason we made this change was

because many people did not understand the term “Free” in our name. (With roots in Scandinavia,
our Free Church forbears broke away from the state church [hence, the “Free” in our name])1
Another less important reason to do this was to have a more manageable name. We did shorten our
name; by one letter. Our Fiftieth Anniversary is just around the corner.
The Pavelski family has been greatly blessed by our church family. Our son Ryan has spent his
developmental years learning from wonderful examples about what it means to be Christian. Mindy
and I have had the joy of being loved on by our church.
Let me close with huge thank you to our Lord and to you for all that has happened in these ten
years. Here is what the apostle Paul said to some close friends of his that I want to pass along to
you.
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We give thanks to God always for all of you, constantly mentioning you in our
prayers, 3 remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love
and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.
(1 Thessalonians 1:2-3 ESV)

In Him and for His glory,
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