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In thIs report

In 2017, [bc] focused on three primary 
bodies of work through various 
apporaches and scales: Affordable 
Housing, Community Planning, and 
Advancing Practice. All of our projects 
fall into one of these three streams. 
This report summarizes our progress 
in addressing issues faced by the 
communities where we work. It also 
highlights what we are looking forward 
to and what’s to come in the next year!
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Affordable housing
[bc] works to advance access, choice and quality of design 
services in the affordable housing market. We design affordable 
housing for those in need by actively involving the individuals 
to be served in our design process. Our designers meet directly 
with future homeowners and ensure that informed resident 
choice drives the conversation, in affirmation that their input 
and needs truly matter. 

Each geography we work in presents 
unique challenges, such as the need 
for a strategic approach to addressing 
fair housing issues in Dallas, meeting 
the demand of affordable housing 
while meeting the needs of individual 
households in the Rio Grande Valley, and 
bringing awareness to the rising housing 
costs in DC. [bc] employs different 
approaches to affordable housing in each 
place to not only address communities’ 
needs and desires, but also address the 
systemic cause of the issues themselves. 

[bc]’s approach to affordable housing 
design centers on a collaborative, 
resident-driven process and leverages 
strong partnerships with development 
corporations and key stakeholders to 
fill gaps in housing production. While 
affordability, for many, means a lack 
of choice, we’ve developed critical 
relationships within the housing industry 

to create opportunities for families to 
build equity in a custom home. The 
process ensures the home meets their 
needs while remaining financially 
attainable. A structure designed with a 
family’s needs in mind can make all the 
difference in living a healthy, productive 
life. For our clients—many of whom 
have had limited opportunities to make 
decisions about the places they live, 
work, and play—choice empowers.

In August and September, Hurricane 
Harvey took center stage in Houston. 
Its effects will be felt for years to come. 
We’ve worked internally to build our 
capacity in order to quickly respond 
to communities in need across diverse 
geographies. That fall, [bc] mobilized 
to begin bringing RAPIDO to Houston 
in order to help families affected by 
the storm and work toward long-term 
recovery and resiliency. Our efforts to 

advance access, choice and quality 
affordable housing have expanded into 
broader-focused analytics and policy 
work. In 2017, we worked to advance 
understanding of housing challenges and 
opportunities through the second State 
of Dallas Housing Report and Promoting 
Housing Choice and Affordability: Exploring 
Accessory Dwelling Units. These reports 
have both informed internal work and 
served as resources for individuals and 
organizations working in the field. 

CAsItAs Los oLmos

Casitas Los Olmos, completed in October 
2017, is a neighborhood of 80 single 
family rental units and six community 
amenity structures where families have a 
sense of ownership of where they live.  

From the project’s inception, the 
design team challenged itself to create 
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a place that engages residents and 
engenders a sense of community. The 
neighborhood was developed via a 
community-engaged design process, 
resulting in a development with 
sequential green spaces, varying in scale 
from pocket neighborhood areas to 
community greens. The integration of 
pedestrian paths allow residents to move 
throughout these spaces of gathering 
and play. Porches create spaces to enjoy 
the outdoors, shaded windows help keep 
the hot sun out, and energy and water 
efficient construction help keep utility 
bills low. Each home has parking spaces 
immediately adjacent to the front door.

The 8.72 acre site incorporates low 
impact development (LID) strategies 
such as bioswales, partially permeable 
driveways, and native landscaping to 
filter and absorb as much stormwater 
on site as possible. Community amenity 
structures (including leasing offices, a 

learning center, a community space with 
a prep kitchen, a BBQ pavilion, mail kiosk, 
laundry and playground) define the larger 
public green areas. Steel roofs encompass 
the amenity structures and provide large 
shaded areas for comfortable gathering 
and play areas. The shade structures take 
a cue from Raymondville’s agricultural 
history. 

sustainABLehouse

sustainABLEhouse utilizes design as a tool 
to address issues of equity by providing 
affordable single-family housing 
that is durable, efficient, contextually 
appropriate, and community & resident 
informed.

The sustainABLEhouse design process is 
broken down into simple steps so that 
a family can confidently make decisions 
about their home. The design of each 
home begins with a family filling out a 

Design Starts Here homework booklet. 
The simple questions in the homework 
helps a family think about the factors that 
will go into the design of their home. [bc] 
staff meet the family at their property 
and together measure the property 
to fully understand how to work with 
existing infrastructure, trees, and other 
important factors. This interactive early 
step helps to build trust between [bc] 
and the family, an important part of the 
sustainABLEhouse process.

Since beginning sustainABLEhouse 
in the Lower Rio Grande Valley in late 
2012, [bc] has worked with Community 
Development Corporation of Brownsville 
to build homes with 63 families. Each 
of the families designed their home 
via a custom design process, or via a 
customizable catalog process. 
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LookIng forwArd to 2018

recupéracion rápida
In August, Hurricane Harvey devastated 
communities across Texas, damaging 
hundreds of thousands of homes which 
could take years to rebuild. Across Texas, 
families affected by Hurricane Harvey 
are beginning to rebuild their lives in the 
aftermath of flooding and storm damage. 
Many reached out to inquire about how 
the RAPIDO disaster recovery model 
could be mobilized to help those affected 
and minimize the time to return them to 
a permanent home. 

As it currently stands, FEMA’s temporary 
housing units are deployed and then 
stored or disposed of when HUD 
funds are released to build the family’s 
permanent home. Following a disaster, 
families are often displaced from their 
communities, which sometimes never 
bounce back.

Our partner John Henneberger of Texas 
Low Income Housing Information Service 

outlined three main problems with the 
process:

“First. . . rebuilding takes too long. [It took] 
us over six and a half years to get just 
past the halfway mark to recover from 
Hurricanes Ike and Dolly. . .  Second is that it 
costs too much. Every dollar that we spend 
means that there’s not another dollar to 
help another family who needs help . . .  
And third, we don’t do a very good job of 
learning lessons from previous disasters.”

Texas called for a design solution. Our 
response was RAPIDO.

RAPIDO reimagines the entire disaster 
recovery process so that families return 
to their homes in months instead of 
years. Through RAPIDO, we’ve worked 
alongside families and individuals to 
design a structure called the CORE, which 
meets immediate needs while setting the 
stage for long-term rebuilding. 

RAPIDO’s integrated design and 
construction system puts the cost of the 
temporary home towards a permanent 
solution. Our 12’ x 36’ CORE is able to be 
deployed in just three days, but unlike 
traditional temporary housing, can be 
added onto to create a new 2-, 3- or 
4-bedroom home. Our model utilizes 
local labor to help local economies 
recover.

With the support of a grant from 
Enterprise Community Partners and 
a Rose Architectural Fellow, we’re be 
working directly with families in Houston, 
building RAPIDO housing prototypes in 
response to Hurricane Harvey in 2018.
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Community planning
[bc] supports residents of neighborhoods facing change. 
We work to connect residents with the resources to become 
informed, empowered civic participants who can drive the 
changes they wish to see in their communities and achieve 
their vision for the future. We are coupling our skills as 
architects and planners with local knowledge to increase 
awareness and clarity about the issues that are pertinent to 
residents’ lives and their community.

Too frequently the people with 
the greatest needs are left out of 
conversations about how the places 
where they live, work, and play will grow 
and change. We are working to shift 
this power dynamic in pursuit of design 
justice, amplifying the voices of those 
who will experience the direct effects 
of development initiatives. Instead of 
imposing priorities upon neighborhoods, 
our inclusive design and planning 
process ensures that revitalization efforts 
responsively address the community’s 
own desires and that residents have 
ownership of their own neighborhoods’ 
development.

Our work in community planning aims 
to inform residents on the issues they 
have identified as most relevant, activate 
underutilized spaces, and inspire civic 
participation. Making the root causes 
of issues clear to the communities and 
individuals affected by them is as critical 

as providing a roadmap for how these 
issues can be addressed. Visual media 
(such as graphics, maps, films, and 
artworks) can help organizers, activists, 
and community members represent 
complex problems in a more familiar 
language and help foster a dialogue 
about pressing concerns. 

ACtIvAtIng vACAnCy

Vacancy is not just a urban issue—many 
rural communities have experienced 
significant disinvestment and declining 
populations. We believe that the arts 
are an important tool in comprehensive 
community development, building 
capacity within communities and 
strengthening networks to drive positive 
change from the ground up. We’ve used 
our experience as a basis from which to 
teach and train others on how they can 
use local art to mobilize the community 
and collectively envision better future. In 

2017, we worked to expand the scope of 
our creative placemaking work through 
two National Endowment for the Arts-
supported projects. Supported in part by 
an NEA Our Town Knowledge Building 
grant, the Rural Placemaking project 
provided an opportunity for [bc] to share 
its Activating Vacancy model with rural 
housing and community developers 
through a partnership with the Housing 
Assistance Council (HAC)—conducting 
trainings and producing resources 
for professionals, as well as providing 
funding and technical assistance for 
two demonstration projects in rural 
communities. 

Our community planning work 
continued in Dallas. [bc] partnered with 
Downtown Dallas, Inc. for Activating 
Vacancy Downtown Dallas (AVDD), 
which worked to activate and advance 
a new understanding of public spaces 
in Downtown Dallas, supported in part 
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How Does Water Work
In The Lower

Rio Grande Valley?
The water on the Earth is in a continual cycle of movement called the water 
cycle. The water cycle begins in our largest bodies of water, our oceans.

Water in the oceans is
heated by the sun, 
and causes water
to evaporate.

Clouds bring rain, snow, and
ice (precipitation), returning the 
water to land, oceans, 
and other bodies of water.

When rain hits land it can be absorbed by soilreplenishing our ground water, 
be used by plants and animals, or flow over the land into rivers, resacas, creeks, 
ponds, lakes, and oceans. Then the cycle starts again.

Natural Water Cycle

The Valley, like most coastal and near-coastal areas, is 
prone to flooding from time to time. The land in the Rio 
Grande Valley is characterized by mostly flat terrain resulting 
from the fact this area is an ancient delta of the Rio Grande 
river, this flat terrain is one of the reasons the area is prone to 
flooding.

In the past,  before flood controls like levees, canals and 
other infrastructure were created, this flat surface allowed 
floodwaters to pond and flood low lying areas. Also, like all 
deltas, the land here is a mix of sand, silt and clay, but we have 
more clay than most. Clay soils do not “soak up” or allow much 
water to be absorbed by the ground, and as a result, water 
takes a long time to infiltrate or pass down into the ground. 

This is another reason flooding is a problem in the RGV. 
Other reasons include the fact that we have significant 
amounts of urban development, with many cities growing very 
rapidly and sometimes not planning as effectively as possible.

Valley Flooding

Rising air takes vapor into the 
atmosphere, along with water 
evaporated from plants, the soil, 
rivers, and other sources.

The vapor rises into the atmosphere 
where it collects to form clouds, wind 
currents then push those clouds to 
new locations.

There are two natural streams that take water to the east, 
the Rio Grande and the Arroyo Colorado. The Rio Grande flows 
to south of the RGV directly to the Gulf of Mexico. The Arroyo 
Colorado carries water to the Lower Laguna Madre. Only the 
western parts of Hidalgo County drain towards the Rio Grande, 
the rest drain towards the Arroyo Colorado, and major 
floodways developed to control flooding.

Another water feature we commonly see around the valley, 
but mostly in the Cameron County area, are resacas.  Resacas 
are ancient, now disconnected portions of the Rio Grande river 
that were formed when the river flowed unchecked and 
uncontrolled for thousands of years.

Prior to the development of the many dams, man-made 
levees, and other flood protection systems that now protect 
the RGV from truly massive, large-scale river-based flooding, 
the river would flow out of its banks on a near seasonal basis. 
Today resacas not only serve as attractive public spaces, they 
also provide a place for stormwater to go, reducing the 
flooding concerns of the area.

The Water Cycle
In The Rio Grande Valley

How Does
Water work?

4 5

by an NEA Art Works grant. As part of 
this effort, we convened community 
members and stakeholders to identify 
priorities and produced a full report on 
conditions of 41 Dallas blocks to inform 
programming and design work for the 
activation of downtown public spaces. 
In response to the issues identified, two 
series of works were created through 
a community-engaged process: the 
WonderPhones and MAY I // a blessing 
project. These projects encouraged 
members of the public to remark on 
vacant spaces that often go overlooked 
and linger in underutilized public places 
to interact with the works of art. 

LUChA

Land Use Colonia Housing Action 
(LUCHA) is a community education 
initiative in Texas’ Rio Grande Valley that 
seeks to build the capacity of organized 
residents to win land use policy changes 

and cultivate relationships between 
colonia residents and local authorities. 

Responding to the lack of resources 
available to low-income communities 
seeking to address systemic issues, [bc], 
Texas Low Income Housing Information 
Services (TxLIHIS), Community 
Development Corporation of Brownsville 
(CDCB), La Union del Pueblo Entero 
(LUPE), and A Resource for Serving 
Equality (ARISE), created a process 
to support residents in identifying 
community challenges and learning 
about the underlying causes and 
potential solutions. 

With feedback from the first round of 
LUCHA projects in 2015, we developed 
LUCHA 2.0. LUCHA 2.0 decentralized 
the teaching model so that community 
organizers were empowered with the 
tools to fill the teaching roles themselves. 
The LUCHA Library is a collection of 

community education resources that 
provides Rio Grande Valley residents with 
easy-to-understand technical information 
around key community issues. Developed 
with the members of LUPE and ARISE, 
the LUCHA Library is designed to support 
community organizing efforts in the 
region by empowering residents with 
information. 

[bc] produced graphic materials for the 
LUCHA Library that enabled community 
organizers to lead workshops targeted 
toward their own self-determined goals 
and initiatives. Each LUCHA module 
encompasses three levels, forming a 
suite of informational materials. In 2017 
[bc] completed production of five full 
modules on the subjects of Drainage, 
Governance, Housing, Planning & 
Development, and Public Services. These 
materials are currently being used by 
LUPE and ARISE as curriculum aids for 
resident-led workshops in the colonias.
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LookIng forwArd to 2018

el sonido del Agua
Supported by ArtPlace America, El 
Sonido del Agua (The Sound of Water) 
will use the rich history of Conjunto 
music to equip and mobilize residents 
in Rio Grande Valley floodplain to tackle 
flood related public health issues. [bc] 
is partnering with La Union del Pueblo 
Entero (LUPE), A Resource for Serving 
Equality (ARISE), Texas Low Income 
Housing Information Services (TxLIHIS), 
and the Narciso Martinez Cultural Arts 
Center in this effort. 

Hidalgo County experiences some of 
the worst flooding in the Rio Grande 
Valley (RGV) and has more colonias 
than any county in the US. Flooding 
disproportionately affects those living 
in the colonias, which lack sufficient 
drainage infrastructure. 

The area also boasts one of the oldest 
Conjunto dance parks in the country 
(La Lomita). There is a rich tradition 

of community organizing, led by two 
organizations—LUPE and ARISE—in 
response to the unique challenges that 
colonia residents experience. 

Colonias in Hidalgo County have long 
suffered the consequences of weak 
development regulations. Without 
sufficient drainage, residents are exposed 
to the pathogens present in standing water 
and floodwater and are at an increased risk 
for mosquito borne illness. Their homes 
suffer from mold and rot, presenting health 
and physical risks to occupants.

Despite the frequency of flood events 
and extent of damage that standing 
water is inflicting on the homes of colonia 
residents, the problems have historically 
gone unaddressed. The flooding conditions 
can be made more visible and ultimately 
improved by training local residents to 
identify drainage issues and to advocate for 
improvements.

Commissioned musicians will partner 
with community organizers and residents 
to write song lyrics that address the 
flooding conditions in the region and 
the health risks that flooding poses, each 
producing an original work inspired by 
residents’ stories. These songs will be 
performed at colonia events to raise 
awareness of community drainage 
problems, neighborhood level solutions, 
and resources for community organizing. 

Lyrics, as well as posters and pamphlets 
created by designers, will be used by 
organizers to explain how Low Impact 
Development can be used to improve 
drainage, which will have a positive effect 
on public health. Throughout the process, 
media artists will interview residents who 
are regularly subject to flooding, and 
documentation and songs from residents 
will be incorporated into a video series to 
be presented to policy makers.
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Advancing practice
[bc] practices architecture and planning in a way that couples 
design with community engagement in order to confront 
inequity in our cities. In 2017, we also sought to better 
understand the inequities within the community design 
profession. We held focus groups, trainings, surveys, and 
conversations—both internally and through national platforms 
like the 40th Annual Meeting of the Association for Community 
Design (ACD). With this knowledge, we are working to further 
build equity both within the design and planning field and 
within our communities.

In 2017, gender equity, racial justice, 
fellowship structures, and common 
models of community-design practices 
were in focus. Through surveys, focus 
groups, seminars, and workshops—both 
internally and externally—[bc] gathered 
insight from our staff, fellows, and peers 
in the profession on their experiences and 
concerns. We highlighted these issues at 
ACD40, hosted at our Dallas office and at 
a variety of other locations in downtown 
Dallas, through discussions and trainings 
offered to the 200+ attendees. 

In the past year, [bc] gained further 
insight into how community design is 
practiced across the country. We plan to 
continue to gather these insights in order 
to improve our own approach to how 
we contribute to the pipeline of future 
designers and how we engage with the 
communities we work. We have worked 
to evaluate and ensure these approaches 
are representative of our values and 

the diverse groups of individuals that 
we serve. We will also continue to teach 
others these values and practices as our 
own experience grows.

AssoCIAtIon for CommUnIty 
desIgn ConferenCe

buildingcommunityWORKSHOP hosted 
the 2017 Association for Community 
Design conference in Dallas, Texas. 
As a member of the Association for 
Community Design, [bc] felt it was 
important to advance the practice of 
public interest design by sharing our 
story and convening others to tell theirs. 
We approached the conference by 
reaching out to local chapters of design 
professional organizations in Dallas and 
around Texas to highlight their support of 
forwarding community design work. We 
brought together the public and private 
sectors to advance discourse around 
our profession. And we explored the 

many models of practice—the academic 
studio, the for-profit practitioners of 
public interest design and stand-alone 
non-profit design centers—that have 
informed how we, as well as other 
design centers, operate and continually 
challenge notions of what it means to 
practice in the public interest. 

[bc] envisioned a conference that 
connects people working in and 
around public interest practices such 
as: community members (local and 
from across the country), academics, 
practitioners, nonprofits, CDCs and local 
government. We focused on business 
models, ethics, and funding mechanisms 
for project implementation to share 
best practices, create connections, and 
improve practice. 

We believed all sessions should be 
about people, community, equity, 
empowerment and capacity building. We 
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believed we could learn from each other 
beyond highlighting successful projects 
and that we could be honest about why 
and how we do this work.

pUBLIC desIgn ImpACt InItIAtIve

The Public Design Impact Initiative (PDII) 
is a program that matches nonprofit 
and community groups with local 
professional design services. Local 
nonprofits submit proposals detailing 
projects on which they need design 
assistance. Selected projects are guided 
through a community-engaged design 
process that builds partnerships and 
improves both community members’ and 
designers’ ability to serve others. 

Movimiento del Valle por los Derechos 
Humanos is currently educating and 
training community members about their 
constitutional rights as a strategy against 
anti-immigration attacks at the State 

and National levels. Recognizing that the 
RGV is a very vulnerable geographical 
area, they sought support in creating 
more educational resources for the 
community that help them communicate 
information more effectively through 
clear and accessible design and graphics. 
Through PDII, Movimiento wanted to 
start a graphic campaign and an online 
platform in which RGV residents have 
access to information and messages from 
the group. Movimiento del Valle por los 
Derechos Humanos now has brochures, 
posters, flyers, and business cards to 
distribute that inform Rio Grande Valley 
residents of their rights and provides 
resources in case these rights are violated.

Equal Voice Network wanted to develop 
a demonstration project of attractive 
and accessible social media messages of 
public interest and benefit. Through PDII, 
the nonprofit proposed a smart-phone 
friendly video series (via Facebook) that 

targets adults who have had limited 
opportunity for formal education. Equal 
Voice Network now has two short videos 
regarding the impacts of legislation like 
SB4 and how we can all work together to 
advocate for the interests of individuals 
and families in the Rio Grande Valley.

Filmmaker Tony Pena filmed and 
produced two videos for Equal Voice 
Network, and graphic designer Nayelli 
Bautista designed essential handouts 
and informational materials for 
Movimiento del Valle por los Derechos 
Humanos. These projects will assist 
each organization with their outreach 
to residents of the Rio Grande Valley, 
ensuring they are informed about 
their rights as citizens or non-citizens, 
positioning each organization as a 
resource for their communities. 
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LookIng forwArd to 2018

enterprise rose fellow

JAson t. mInter

Jason will join the [bc] team as the 2018-2020 Enterprise 
Rose Architectural Fellow.

The ability to partner and leverage 
resources of partner organizations is key 
to success for [bc]. The opportunity to 
bring together bodies of work from [bc] 
and Enterprise Community Partners, Inc.
centered around disaster recovery efforts 
as a response to Hurricane Harvey in 
Texas is at the root of this endeavor. 

By understanding and redesigning the 
entire U.S. disaster recovery housing 
process alongside people who are 
affected the most, RAPIDO fosters 
resilience within Texas, empowers local 
communities, and abates the social and 
economic impacts of disaster. RAPIDO 
offers solutions to disaster recovery on 
a number of scales, creating a bottom-
up community based approach that is 
centered on the families it intends to 
support. The design process examines 
not only architectural issues, but every 
level of process—specifically the social, 
economic, and political contexts that 

make up a disaster scenario. RAPIDO 
is evaluating and redesigning the 
entire process with the people that are 
impacted most.

The Rose Fellow will work within [bc] to 
develop and implement RAPIDO while 
connecting to resources from Enterprise 
Community Partners’ body of research 
about Disaster Recovery/Resiliency. To 
do this the fellow will work with our 
established partnership comprised of 
CDCs, Organizers, Designers, and Policy 
Experts. The Rose Fellow will focus on 
understanding the complexities of 
disaster recovery in Texas and along 
the Gulf Coast. They will work with core 
partners to deliver housing options to 
people affected by recent hurricanes 
and bring the core values of pre-covery 
planning to the affected areas. The 
Fellow will also work to develop new 
partnerships to test the viability of 
RAPIDO expansion. 
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106

244 63,778

135
Community  
Engagement Meetings

metrics

 Brownsville Community Design Studio 
 Drainage (2)
 Casitas Los Olmos 
 Public Design Impact Initiative (3)
 Policy
 LUCHA
 UTRGV
 RAPIDO
 sustainABLEhouse & Catalog
 MiCasita
 Tangelo Quarters 
 Transport 

 Casitas de Azucar 
 Paseo Plaza 

 Greening America’s Communities 
 Buena Vida Neighborhood Stories

 La Hacienda Casitas
 Choice Neighborhoods

Corpus Christi

 Disaster Recovery Round 2
 Recuperacion Rapida         

 sustainABLEhouse Houston 

10th Street Neighborhood Resource Center
 Association for Community Design Conference 

 AIM for Dallas 
 Congo Street Initiative 

 The Cottages at Hickory Crossing
 Macon Starks 

 POP
 Activating Vacancy: Downtown Dallas 

 Little Free Libraries/Libros Libres
 Elm Thicket Neighborhood Stories
 Smart Growth for Dallas

 South Blvd. 
 White Rock Parklet
 citydesign studio  
  Dallas Cultural Plan
  Cool & Connected Oak Cliff
  ACT Design Services
  Analytics (6)  

LISC Technical Assistance - FL   

Activating Vacancy: Rural

ACtIve proJeCts In 2017

55 22 Atlantic 
Cultural DC Shipping Container 

DC Cultural Plan
DCPLF Shipping Container 

11th Street Bridge Park

meetIngs & events

homes desIgned & BUILt

voICes heArd

109 
Workshops  
& Events

16,2017
Square Feet
Designed

10,185 
Square Feet
Built

1,589 
Individuals 
Engaged

62,109
Audience /  
Attendance

558
Volunteer 
Hours

80
Volunteers

Each year [bc] documents our progress 
and achievements through a variety 
of metrics to understand our social, 
economic, and environmental impact on 
the communities we work with. 

This year, our work has continued to 
expand across the nation and in the 
state of Texas. As we grow, we are also 
innovating in the techniques and tools 
we use for engaging residents, clients and 
end-users; as well as engaging partners 
and professionals in our field using an 
community-engaged design process. 
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AwArds

The Cottages at Hickory Crossing 
AIA DAllAS DeSIgn AwArD

Casitas los Olmos 
lrgV AIA MerIT AwArD

buildingcommunitywOrKSHOP 
Curry STOne PrIze  

SOCIAl IMPACT DeSIgn CIrCle

eXpenses

5.5% fundraising        
13.7% operations

10.5% bcFELLOWS                
5.4% activating  
8.4% analyzing  

programs

  storytelling 4.7%             
mapping 6.4%
making 31.6%              

    informing 13.8%

revenUe
contributed

53.5% fee for service  

earned

corporations 3.7%        
foundations 33.8%

gifts in kind 1.0%         
government 7.8%

individuals 0.2%     

In 2017, [bc] was honored with three 
awards. The Cottages at Hickory Crossing, 
a 50 unit permanent supportive housing 
development completed in 2016, was 
awared a Design Award from the Dallas 
Chapter of the American Institute 
of Architects. Casitas Los Olmos, a 
multifamily affordable housing project 
completed this year, was given a Merit 
Award by the Lower Rio Grande Valley 
Chapter of the American Institute of 
Architects. In addition, [bc] was included 
in the “Social Impact Design Circle” of the 
Curry Stone Prize along with other great 
community design firms throughout the 
year, and featured in their podcast in May.
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DIreCTOrS
Brent Brown, AIA, Founding Director
Thor Erickson, AICP, Managing Director
Omar Hakeem, AIA, Design Director
Jesse Miller, Associate Director, RGV
Lizzie MacWillie, Associate Director, Dallas
Trena Lechleitner, Comptroller

MAnAgerS
Elizabeth Jones, Senior Design Manager
Lisa Neergaard, Senior Policy Manager
Owen Wilson-Chavez, Senior Analytics Manager
Lucy McGuigan, Development Manager

ASSOCIATeS
Kristy Ramirez, Operations Administrative Assistant
Elaine Morales Diaz, Design Associate
Evan Hildebrand, Design Associate
Hafsa Ambreen, Design Associate
Josh Bremer, Design Associate
Michaela Accardi, Design Associate

FellOwS
Luis Murillo, FELLOW 

2017 AluMnI 
Bernardo Salazar, Data Associate
Christina Houle, Design Associate
Jennifer Furtney, Operations Adminstrator
Jonathan Mann, Design Associate
Monica Rodriguez, Citizen D Fellow
Patrick Blaydes, Housing Associate
Skyler Fike, Design Associate

[bc] 2017 stAff & feLLows
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DC Commission on Arts and Humanities
DC Office of Planning
Dionne Bryant
Dolphin Heights Neighborhood Association
Downtown Dallas Inc
Downtown Dallas Neighborhood Association
Downtown Dallas Neighborhood Resident’s 

Association
DTRAM Builders LLC
East Dallas Community Organization
Emma Alaniz
Feed by Grace
Forest Hills Neighborhood Association
Gulf Coast Community Design Studio
Gwen McGinn
Halff Associates
HKS Architects
Hope and Home
Horne LLP
Housing Authority of the City of Brownsville
Housing Crisis Center
HR&A Advisors
Isaac Cohen
Jan Sanders
Jerry Johnson
Jessie Salazar
Jubilee Park Community Center Corporation
La Union del Pueblo Entero
Lady Bird Johnson Wildlife Center

Larry Beasley
Limnotech
Local Initiatives Support Corporation
Lou Sims
Metro Connect
Michael Davis
Michael Van Valkenburgh Associates, Inc.
Nancy Guevara
Old East Dallas Association of Neighborhoods
Operation 10th Street
ORANGE-MADE
Patricia Cox
Patricia Munoz Elizondo
Patricia Williams
Pedro Gonzalez
Perkins+Will
Plagar Engineering, LLC
Proyecto Juan Diego
Rigoberto Gonzalez
Rio Grande Valley Equal Voice Network
Rollin Gary
Shaun Montgomery
SouthFair CDC
Stephen Cato
Steve Dicken
Studio Outside
SWA Group
Texas A&M University, Kingsville
Texas Low Income Housing Information Service

The Texas Trees Foundation
The Trust for Public Land
TJ Bogan
Transformance
unAbridged Architects
University of Texas, RGV
University of Texas, RGV Chemistry and 

Environmental Sciences Department
University of Texas, RGV Department of Civil 

Engineering
V-Metro
Wasco Affordable Housing, Inc.
Working in Neighborhoods Strategically (WINS)
Yvette Vela, Assistant District Attorney

BoArd memBers
Stephanie Hunt, Board Chair
Brent Brown, AIA LEED AP, Founding Director
John Greenan, J.D., Board Secretary 
Betsy del Monte, FAIA LEED BD+C
Michael Sorrell. J.D.
Gail Thomas, Ph.D.

phILAnthropIC sUpporters
ArtPlace America
Mallory Baches
Better Together Fund
Jess Blanch
Cathy Boldt
Ian Boswell
Janie Bush
CallisonRTKL
The Dorothea L. Leonhardt Foundation, Inc.
Christine Robbins-Elrod and Scott Elrod
Enterprise Community Partners, Inc.
Thor Erickson
Sean K. Garman
The George and Fay Young Foundation
Stephen Goldsmith
Kathryn and Graham Greene
Jesse and Tara Greendyk
Carol T. Gregston
T. Hanson
Nikia Hill
HKS
Hunt Consolidated, Inc.
Theresa Hwang
Danielle Larsen
La Shanda Lee
Mark Matel
Lucy McGuigan
The Meadows Foundation

Bud Melton
Gilad Meron
National Endowment for the Arts
Edward Orlowski
Kristy Ramirez
The Real Estate Council Foundation
Alex Salazar
Eric Shaw
Kevin Singh
Surdna Foundation
Kyle Talkington
Texas Mutual Insurance Company
University of Texas at Arlington College of 

Architecture, Planning, and Public Affairs
Amy Vicente
Teri Wilson
David Witherspoon
Jess Zimbabwe

proJeCt pArtners
22 Atlantic Street Owners Cooperative
A Resource In Serving Equality
AGC Construction
Ambiotec
Antonio Martinez Irrevocable Trust
Arbor Construction
Arlington Life Shelter
Bart Weiss

BCL of Texas
Big Thought
Brownsville Historical Association
Brownsville Metro
Brownsville Museum of Fine Art
Carlotta Petrina Cultural Center
Celeste De Luna
Center for Transforming Lives
Central Dallas Community Development 

Corporation
CITIBank
City of Brownsville
City of Dallas
City of Dallas, Mayor’s Office
City of Dallas, Parks and Recreation Department
City of Houston
City of Wasco
CitySquare Opportunity Center
Cole Cappel
Communities Foundation of Texas
Community Development and Planning California 

Strategic Growth Council
Community Development Corporation of 

Brownsville
Cooper Hewitt, Smithsonian Design Museum
Dallas Area Rapid Transit
Dallas Leadership Foundation
Dallas Public Library
David Marquis

2017 pArtners And sUpporters
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buildingcommunityWORKSHOP    

bcWORKSHOP.org  
inform@bcWORKSHOP.org

416 S. Ervay
Dallas, TX 75201
214.252.2900

609 11th Street  
Brownsville, TX 78520
956.443.2211

2502 La Branch Street
Houston, TX 77004
713.304.6277

718 7th St NW
Washington, DC 20001
202.798.1247


