
 

FAMILY OF TERRELL JOHNSON REACH SETTLEMENT WITH CITY OF 
PORTLAND 

The settlement over the shooting of Terrell Johnson by Portland Police is thought to be the eighth 
largest in Portland history. 

June 8, 2021 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

PORTLAND, Ore. – The family of Terrell Johnson, a 24-year-old man shot dead by Portland 

Police in 2017 have reached a settlement agreement with the City of Portland over his killing. 

The settlement was agreed in court last month and is expected to be approved by the City 

Council this summer. It means the City will not have to defend PPB’s actions at trial.  

Officer Samson Ajir shot Terrell Johnson at SE Flavel MAX station on the evening of May 10, 

2017, while Mr. Johnson was experiencing a mental health crisis for which he had 

unsuccessfully sought help from medical providers. Officer Ajir was one of a group of Portland 

Police officers who responded to a 911 call from a bystander at the MAX stop who was 

concerned about Terrell Johnson. Ajir gave chase when Mr. Johnson ran away, contravening 

multiple Bureau policies that detail when foot pursuits are permitted and how they should be 

conducted. Having failed to follow directives designed to protect officers and the public, Officer 

Ajir then tripped on a curb and fired four shots at Terrell Johnson, hitting him twice in the back, 

fatally wounding him.  

Terrell Johnson’s mother, Alicia Johnson, filed a wrongful death suit against the City in 2019, 

represented by Oregon Justice Resource Center attorneys Juan Chavez and Alex Meggitt.  

“The impact of Terrell Johnson’s killing has been devastating to Alicia Johnson and her family,” 

said Juan Chavez, Director, Civil Rights Project, OJRC. “She first heard of her son’s death when 

officers came to her door to initiate a criminal investigation into Terrell. From start to finish, the 

way that this situation was handled by officers at the scene and by the Bureau and the City is 

marked by failure. Terrell was killed which need not have happened and the response to that by 

those responsible has compounded the harm done.” 



The shooting of Terrell Johnson is yet another example of Portland Police’s flawed response to 

people in mental health crisis, identified in the 2012 settlement agreement with the US 

Department of Justice over excessive and unjustified use of force. Officer Samson Ajir left PPB 

for a position with another law enforcement agency. The OJRC is not aware of any officer 

present at the scene of Terrell Johnson’s killing or anyone in the chain of command above them 

at PPB having faced any disciplinary action.  

The OJRC believes the settlement amount of $600,000 agreed by Alicia Johnson and the City of 

Portland to be the eighth costliest in Portland history, based on research by Portland Copwatch. 

“This settlement, while significant in terms of past settlements in Portland, only represents the 

value of the case, not of Terrell’s life,” said Juan Chavez. “Terrell was deeply loved by family 

and friends and is remembered fondly by many. While they only have their memories of him, 

they must also endure knowing that there has been no real accountability for his killing for those 

involved. Until there are direct consequences for officers who kill or harm Portlanders, there will 

be no accountability and we have little confidence that the policing of our city will improve.” 

In memory of Terrell Johnson, the OJRC will be reserving part of its attorney’s fees to fund a 

$5,000 annual scholarship for a student working on social justice issues in Portland, OR. 
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