
 

OJRC joins with our community in sorrow for the loss of June Knightly/T Rex at a protest 

to demand justice for Amir Locke. We are keeping her, the injured victims, and everyone 

impacted by the shooting at Normandale Park in our thoughts.  

Portland’s leaders have too often demonstrated hostility to civil rights and to protestors 

seeking to uphold those rights. We don’t yet know the precise motivations of the 

shooter on Saturday night, but we know enough that we should have seen Mayor 

Wheeler and Chief Lovell take a robust public stance on the critical importance of civil 

rights and their own duty to support people demonstrating for their rights. It is a failure 

of leadership that they have not.  They might reflect on how their false demonization of 

protesters helped to create and fuel the ideas that appear to have led to these victims 

being shot and killed. They should also consider how their failure to protect protestors 

from harm by police has contributed to unwillingness to cooperate with police. 

We are grateful to those leaders, elected and unelected, in our community who have 

spoken out in support of civil rights and protest. 

Protestors for Black Lives and for civil rights generally in Portland have long feared that 

they could become victims of gun violence by those opposed to them on ideological 

grounds. Protestors have been targeted by rhetoric from certain politicians and media 

commentators as well as physically harmed and abused by Portland Police. Tragically, 

we have now seen the violent attack they predicted take place. 

While much remains to be learned about the events of Saturday evening, OJRC is deeply 

concerned about the lack of information being shared by police and the City and the 

attempts by some media and others to frame protestors as aggressors or supposedly 

responsible for their own victimization. We’re also alarmed that a PPB officer is said to 



have demanded that a medic release pressure on a person’s gunshot wound so the 

officer could arrest them, despite the risk to their life and health.  

OJRC stands firm in our commitment to defending the rights of protestors to the free 

expression of their views without the threat of harm. 

 


