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HOMES

Children’s Closets Get Luxury
Makeovers
More kids are getting custom closets outfitted with high-end accessories like boutique-style
shoe racks, designer wallpaper and velvet-lined jewelry drawers.
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Kristen Swenson worked with closet designer Melanie Charlton to create a custom closet that’s
now shared by her two teenage daughters. DOROTHY HONG FOR THE WALL STREET JOURNAL

By Alina Dizik
April 20, 2017 9:58 a.m. ET
Taking a cue from lavish walk-in closets off the master bedroom, builders and designers
are increasingly creating luxury closets for their pint-size clients.
More kids are getting boutique-style shoe racks, designer wallpaper and velvet-lined
jewelry drawers, as well as practical accessories like baskets for superhero storage and
rods to hang clothes for playing dress-up.
Costs can range from $5,000 to $15,000 to create a smaller, more playful version of a
high-end closet inside a child’s bedroom, says Lisa Adams, founder of LA Closet Design
in Los Angeles. “They always look more whimsical,” she says. California Closets, a
custom storage and design company, has seen a 30% increase in organizing kids spaces,
which includes closets and toy storage, since 2015, according to the company.

To create a walk-in closet for teenagers Emma, 16, and Ceci, 19, designer Melanie
Charlton tore down part of the laundry room in a four-bedroom condo in Manhattan’s
Upper East Side neighborhood. The teens’ mom, Kristen Swenson, worked with the
designer to install three handblown glass chandeliers and glass shelving at the very top
so it’s easier for them to spot folded clothing. The closet has a mirrored wall and extra
boutique-style shoe racks for an ever-expanding collection.
“It’s like decorating a room; everything is built-in and measured perfectly,” says Ms.
Swenson, a 49-year-old stay-at-home mother. She declined to disclose the cost of her
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Emma Swenson, whose mother worked with a closet designer to create a functional space for her and her sister, Ceci, at
their Manhattan home. PHOTO: DOROTHY HONG FOR THE WALL STREET JOURNAL
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children’s closet, but Ms. Charlton, founder of
New York-based Clos-ette, said children’s
closets start at between $10,000 and $15,000.
“It’s almost like a little master walk-in version
of the parents,” says Ms. Charlton, who adds
that high-end closet systems can increase
home value once time to sell.

In her projects, Ms. Charlton sometimes uses chalkboard paint, on which children can
write to-do lists or keep track of chores. Drawer surfaces and inserts are similar to
what’s found on patio furniture so they’re durable and easy to wipe down. Kids’ closets
“need to be a little more bulletproof,” she says. She also looks at shoe sizes and children’s
heights to devise a shelving system that can be adjusted with age by taking out dividers.
Likewise, Ms. Adams, the L.A. designer, makes sure that half of the closet is built at or
below a child’s current eye-level, with adjustable shelves to accommodate kids as they
grow, she says. Often, she carries the theme of sports into a boy’s closet by installing a
locker-room style setup or adds gold-framed mirrors for girls along with their favorite
color and acrylic accents. Carefully placed slide-out hampers encourage even the
messiest kids to find time to throw in their dirty clothes, she adds.

Stefanie Termini beside the reachin closet designed for her soontobe baby girl. PHOTO: ROBERT BENSON FOR THE
WALL STREET JOURNAL

In Manteno, Ill., Theresa Shulteis turned an exercise room into 500-square-foot
dressing area shared by Sariah, 14, Skylar, 17, and Serena, 19, to keep clothing that
overflows from their closets. Since the closet is next to the home’s laundry room, Ms.
Shulteis saves time by leaving washed, sorted laundry in front of each child’s portion of
the closet, which also has a built-in makeup vanity and window seating. A smaller
portion of the room is also used by her and her husband, she adds. “It’s a community
closet,” says Ms. Shulteis, a 42-year-old online retail-business owner who worked with
Closet Organizing Systems, a local firm, on the project.
Some parents are also creating Pinterest-worthy nurseries, says New York-based
nursery designer Vanessa Antonelli. Infant closets tend to be reach-in closets, but can
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still be outfitted with high-end details. Often that means adding darker leather lining for
boys and beaded or acrylic accents for girls.
“At least half of what my clients are thinking about is ‘How good will this look?’ and
‘When I get it up on the internet, how many likes will I get?” says Ms. Antonelli.
Getting the closet completed before giving birth was a relief for Stefanie Termini, 32,
who worked with California Closets to create a reach-in closet for a baby girl due later
this month who she plans to name Scarlett. The closet has a metallic rug, wallpaper with
metallic dots and sparkly knobs, she says. “We wanted more of a glamorous look; we
wanted the bling,” says Ms. Termini, a stay-at-home mother who paid $5,000 for the
infant closet in her Encinitas, Calif., home. The result, she hopes, will make it “easy to
access stuff in the middle of night.”
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Pullout shelves in Ms. Termini’s nursery closet. PHOTO: ROBERT BENSON FOR THE WALL STREET JOURNAL that
paren
ts take more design risks when creating spaces for their children, including closets and
bathrooms that are done in turquoise or pink hues and more playful than the rest of the
home. “Even the client with a more restrained palette will be more adventurous in a
child’s room,” she says. Many clients decide to rebuild the closets “as a matter of
necessity” after developers create a space without any drawers and hanging rods that
are too high for younger children to reach, she says.
After weeks of back-and-forth with the designer, Lori Underwood worked with Ms.
Contreras to create two walk-in closets for daughter Ava, 13, and son Drew, 10 in their
Houston home. The two walk-ins have display shelves for her kids’ trophies and
photographs, while dresser-like drawers allow “knick-knacky things” to be off the floor,
says Ms. Underwood, a 39-year-old stay-at-home mother. “If we go on vacation and they
bring home a rock or a seashell, it’s always able to be tucked away and closed up,” she
adds.
Washington, D.C.-based professional organizer Rachel Rosenthal includes lots of space
for accessories in kids’ closets. She says she adds extra hooks, pegboards for hanging
necklaces or purses, and baskets for storing action figures or dolls. She also designates
hanging space near the front of the closet for children to play dress up. For day-to-day
clothing, she adjusts hanger-rod heights to allow children to reach it on their own, and
provides plenty of drawers and shelf space to create an easy-to-maintain area. “It’s
empowering to kids to get themselves dressed,” she says.
When her youngest clients opt for pink, velvet-lined jewelry drawers, Ms. Rosenthal
plays along as if she’s protecting diamonds: “Their jewelry is plastic,” she says, but “they
will be excited when putting something away.”
Write to Alina Dizik at alina.dizik@wsj.com
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