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Many	  communities	  in	  Hawaii	  are	  at	  high	  risk	  of	  wild7ire	  due	  to	  unmitigated	  fuels,	  limited	  community	  
engagement,	  insuf7icient	  water	  and	  7ire7ighting	  resources,	  and	  under	  addressed	  pre-‐	  and	  post-‐7ire	  
planning	  and	  preparedness.	  	  In	  line	  with	  its	  mission	  to	  protect	  communities	  and	  natural	  resources	  from	  
wild7ire	  through	  planning,	  mitigation,	  and	  education,	  the	  501	  (c)(3)	  nonpro7it	  organization	  Hawaii	  
Wild7ire	  Management	  Organization	  (HWMO)	  has	  conducted	  hazard	  assessments	  for	  every	  community	  in	  
the	  state.	  	  These	  assessments,	  coupled	  with	  the	  overall	  Communities	  At	  Risk	  From	  Wild7ire	  Map	  update,	  
will	  enable	  a	  more	  thorough	  understanding	  of	  wild7ire	  hazards	  that	  can	  be	  addressed	  by	  communities,	  
decision	  makers,	  7ire	  responders,	  and	  natural	  resource	  managers.	  This	  report	  provides	  speci7ic	  details	  
and	  results	  for	  the	  County	  of	  Kauai.

Communities	  At	  Risk	  (CAR)	  from	  WildDire	  in	  Hawaii
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Communities	  in	  Hawaii	  were	  assessed	  for	  36	  hazard	  components	  and	  rated	  by	  personnel	  from	  County	  
Fire	  Departments,	  DLNR	  Division	  of	  Forestry	  and	  Wildlife	  Fire,	  and	  Hawaii	  Wild7ire	  Management	  
Organization.	  The	  following	  tables	  provide	  details	  on	  how	  the	  rating	  scores	  were	  determined.	  	  The	  
Subdivision,	  Vegetation,	  and	  Building	  hazard	  categories	  were	  rated	  by	  site	  inspections	  in	  each	  
community.	  The	  Fire	  Environment	  and	  Protection	  categories	  were	  rated	  by	  7ire	  responders	  with	  expert	  
understanding	  of	  their	  agencies	  and	  local	  environments.

Each	  community	  area	  on	  each	  island	  was	  assessed	  per	  hazard	  component.	  	  The	  results	  have	  been	  
mapped	  for	  each	  region	  and	  are	  provided	  within	  the	  following	  pages	  of	  this	  document.	  	  Tables	  providing	  
details	  on	  how	  the	  rating	  scores	  were	  determined	  are	  listed	  before	  each	  category’s	  (Subdivision,	  
Vegetation,	  etc.)	  set	  of	  maps.	  	  These	  maps	  can	  also	  be	  accessed	  through	  the	  HWMO	  website:	  
hawaiiwild7ire.org.	  	  An	  important	  note	  to	  remember	  when	  viewing	  the	  maps	  is	  that	  only	  developed	  
community,	  residential,	  and	  commercial	  areas	  were	  assessed	  for	  wild7ire	  hazards.	  	  Uninhabited	  wildland	  
or	  protected	  areas	  were	  not	  assessed	  for	  hazard	  using	  this	  format,	  as	  it	  is	  designed	  speci7ically	  to	  inform	  
the	  Communities	  at	  Risk	  mapping	  project.

Hazard	  Assessment	  Maps	  -‐	  How	  They	  Were	  Made
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The	  HWMO	  Hawaii	  Hazard	  Assessment	  Maps	  have	  been	  prepared	  to	  increase	  awareness	  on	  potential	  
wild7ire	  threats	  to	  communities	  across	  the	  Hawaiian	  islands.	  However,	  HWMO	  does	  not	  guarantee	  a	  
house	  will	  survive	  a	  wild7ire	  event	  and	  having	  a	  low	  hazard	  rating	  does	  not	  “7ire	  proof”	  an	  individual	  
house	  or	  a	  given	  area	  or	  subdivision;	  instead,	  reducing	  the	  hazard	  rating	  lowers	  wild7ire	  threats	  and	  
improves	  the	  potential	  for	  wild7ire	  suppression	  to	  be	  successful.

It	  is	  important	  to	  recognize	  that	  the	  HWMO	  hazard	  assessment	  process	  is	  a	  qualitative	  ranking	  system	  
that	  ranks	  different	  factors	  perceived	  to	  contribute	  to	  the	  threat	  of	  wild7ires	  at	  the	  wildland-‐urban	  
interface	  (WUI).	  The	  assessment	  does	  not	  include	  the	  full	  range	  of	  realistic	  7ire	  and	  ember	  exposures	  at	  
the	  WUI	  and	  offers	  no	  actual	  quanti7ication	  of	  the	  potential	  exposure	  of	  homes	  to	  the	  ignition,	  spread,	  
and	  intensity	  of	  wild7ires	  or	  embers	  produced	  by	  wild7ires.	  Furthermore,	  the	  HWMO	  Wild7ire	  Hazard	  
Assessment	  is	  a	  community-‐level	  assessment	  that	  produces	  a	  rating	  based	  on	  a	  select	  number	  of	  houses	  
in	  a	  given	  area	  or	  subdivision.	  While	  such	  an	  approach	  gives	  an	  indication	  of	  the	  general	  wild7ire	  risk	  for	  
a	  given	  area,	  the	  actual	  risk	  of	  individual	  homes	  can	  deviate	  from	  this	  assessment	  based	  on	  the	  
characteristics	  of	  the	  site	  around	  an	  individual	  home.

Hazard	  Assessment	  Maps	  -‐	  Disclaimer



7

Kauai WILDFIRE HAZARD          2013

Please	  use	  the	  following	  language	  when	  using	  these	  maps:

“Wild7ire	  hazard	  data	  collected,	  compiled,	  and	  mapped	  by	  Hawaii	  Wild7ire	  Management	  Organization,	  a	  
501(c)(3)	  nonpro7it	  (hawaiiwild7ire.org)	  with	  assistance	  and	  information	  from	  Kauai	  Fire	  Department	  
and	  Hawaii	  DLNR-‐	  Division	  of	  Forestry	  and	  Wildlife	  and	  funded	  by	  USFS	  Cooperative	  Forestry	  
Assistance-‐	  Competitive	  Wildland/Urban	  Interface	  Grant	  Program.'	  Or	  cite	  as	  Kauai	  Wild7ire	  Hazard	  
Assessment.	  Hawaii	  Wild7ire	  Management	  Organization.	  2013.”

Hazard	  Assessment	  Maps	  -‐	  Citation	  Request

This	  project	  was	  made	  possible	  through	  support	  provided	  by	  the	  U.S.	  Forest	  Service,	  Paci7ic	  Southwest	  
Region,	  under	  the	  terms	  of	  Grant	  No.	  11-‐DG-‐1105-‐2012-‐040.	  The	  opinions	  expressed	  in	  this	  publication,	  
video,	  or	  other	  information/media	  product	  are	  those	  of	  the	  author(s)	  and	  do	  not	  necessarily	  re7lect	  the	  
views	  of	  the	  U.S.	  Forest	  Service.	  HWMO	  is	  an	  equal	  opportunity	  provider.

Hazard	  Assessment	  Maps	  -‐	  Acknowledgements

http://hawaiiwildfire.org/
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