The Anglican Church of Australia
Diocese of Wangaratta

The Parish of Kilmore
with Broadford, Pyalong & Tallarook

14th December 2014
Third Sunday of Advent
HYMNS: 179, 264, 271, 272,
Welcome to any guests to our worship
please stay and enjoy hospitality with us after the service.

John the Baptiser points to Jesus

Introit hymn
Blessed be God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

Blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever.
We are the body of Christ
His Spirit is with us.
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.
All may exchange a sign of peace

Advent Candle Liturgy
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Candle liturgy
One: We have lit the first two candles, one for hope and one for peace. Today we
light the third candle, the candle of joy. This should be the easy one, because joy
is all around us—in the children, the lights, the music, the gathering together. But
how often do we let our preparations—or our memories—push joy to the side?
Joy is like an underground spring that wells up within us, but joy is also a choice,
an attitude. Like a muscle, it needs to be exercised. So today we open ourselves to
joy, trusting that God has already planted it in us. All we need to do is give it care
and offer it to share.
[The third candle, the candle of joy is lit.]
[All Sing]

O come, O key of David, come,
and open wide our heavenly home;
make safe the way that leads on hight
and close the path to misery
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.
[The people are invited to join in the dialogue responses.]

Loving God, we open ourselves to you,
trusting that this is how you made us:
you created us for joy-filled hearts and lives.
Show us the creative power of hope.
Teach us the peace that comes from justice.
Fill us with the kind of joy that cannot be contained, but must be shared.
Prepare our hearts to be transformed by you,
That we may walk in the light of Christ. Amen.
Rejoice in God always, and again I say, rejoice
For God has created you with the capacity for joy.
We will find what makes us joyful,
And make that our gift to the world.
Trust in God’s good will for all of creation
and open yourself to God’s gentle, transforming love.
We will welcome new possibilities in our lives.
We will offer ourselves to God’s goodness.
We will go forth in hope, and peace, and joy.

The Liturgy continues on page 119 Green Prayer Book

SENTENCE
Bind up the broken-hearted, proclaim liberty to the captives and release to the
prisoners, proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour, the day of vengeance of our
God. Isaiah 61.1–2
Trisagion

THE COLLECT
Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to the
words of your prophets, that, anointed by your Spirit, we may testify to your
light; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
FIRST READING
Isaiah 61.1-4, 8-11
A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah
“The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me, because the Lord has anointed me
to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for the captives and release from darkness for the
prisoners, to proclaim the year of the Lord ’s favour and the day of vengeance
of our God, to comfort all who mourn, and provide for those who grieve in
Zion – to bestow on them a crown of beauty instead of ashes, the oil of joy
instead of mourning, and a garment of praise instead of a spirit of despair.
They will be called oaks of righteousness, a planting of the for the display of
his splendour. They will rebuild the ancient ruins and restore the places long
devastated; they will renew the ruined cities that have been devastated for
generations. ‘For I, the Lord , love justice; I hate robbery and wrongdoing. In
my faithfulness I will reward my people and make an everlasting covenant with
them. Their descendants will be known among the nations and their offspring
among the peoples. All who see them will acknowledge that they are a people
the Lord has blessed.’ I delight greatly in the Lord ; my soul rejoices in my
God. For he has clothed me with garments of salvation and arrayed me in a
robe of his righteousness, as a bridegroom adorns his head like a priest, and as
a bride adorns herself with her jewels. For as the soil makes the young plant
come up and a garden causes seeds to grow, so the Sovereign Lord will make
righteousness and praise spring up before all nations.
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.

Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM

Psalm 126

Response: The Lord has done great things for us and we rejoiced.

When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion,
then were we like those who dream.
Then was our mouth filled with laughter
and our tongue with songs of joy./R
Then said they among the nations,
'The Lord has done great things for them.'
The Lord has indeed done great things for us,
and therefore we rejoiced.
Restore again our fortunes, O Lord,
as the river beds of the desert./R
Those who sow in tears shall reap with songs of joy.
Those who go out weeping, bearing the seed,
will come back with shouts of joy,
bearing their sheaves with them./R
SECOND READING
1 Thessalonians 5.12-28
A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Thessalonians
Now we ask you, brothers and sisters, to acknowledge those who work hard
among you, who care for you in the Lord and who admonish you. Hold them
in the highest regard in love because of their work. Live in peace with each
other. And we urge you, brothers and sisters, warn those who are idle and
disruptive, encourage the disheartened, help the weak, be patient with
everyone. Make sure that nobody pays back wrong for wrong, but always
strive to do what is good for each other and for everyone else. Rejoice always,
pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you
in Christ Jesus. Do not quench the Spirit. Do not treat prophecies with
contempt but test them all; hold on to what is good, reject every kind of evil.
May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May
your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ. The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do it. Brothers and
sisters, pray for us. Greet all God’s people with a holy kiss. I charge you before
the Lord to have this letter read to all the brothers and sisters. The grace of our
Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.

Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
I am sending my messen- | ger before you,
who will prepare your | way before you.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
GOSPEL

John 1.6-8, 19-28

A reading from the holy gospel according to John
Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ.
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to
testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the
light, but he came to testify to the light. This is the testimony given by John when
the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, ‘Who are you?’ He
confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, ‘I am not the Messiah.’ And they
asked him, ‘What then? Are you Elijah?’ He said, ‘I am not.’ ‘Are you the
prophet?’ He answered, ‘No.’ Then they said to him, ‘Who are you? Let us have
an answer for those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?’ He said, ‘I am
the voice of one crying out in the wilderness,“Make straight the way of the Lord”
’,as the prophet Isaiah said. Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. They
asked him, ‘Why then are you baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah,
nor the prophet?’ John answered them, ‘I baptize with water. Among you stands
one whom you do not know, the one who is coming after me; I am not worthy to
untie the thong of his sandal.’ This took place in Bethany across the Jordan
where John was baptizing.
For the Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL
God of Advent, pour your Holy Spirit on us as you did so long ago on John the
Baptist, Mary and Jesus; may we be bearers of your good news to those who are
oppressed; anoint us with your spirit of hope so that we may heal the broken
hearted; put your spirit of justice in our hearts so that we may declare liberty to
the captives; bring forth your love so those who are imprisoned may know
pardon and peace.
Come, O God for whom we wait, and, in your mercy; hear our prayer.
God of Advent, heal and restore lands where there has been devastation; where
there has been wars and fighting, where terror threatens and despots reign, and
bring peace and reconciliation; where wealth is extracted at the expense of the
poor, bring justice and equity, and bring forth your salvation to all.
Come, O God for whom we wait, and, in your mercy; hear our prayer.
God of Advent, make this be the day of the Lord when all who mourn are
comforted; make this be the day when those who are in despair rise from their
ashes; make this be the day when the broken and diseased find relief and healing;

make this be the day when the dying know your presence and your glory; make
this be the day where your glory is shown all around.
Come, O God for whom we wait, and, in your mercy; hear our prayer.
God of Avent, you have promised to hear us when we ask in faith, hear our
prayer for all in need, for those known to us and those who have requested our
prayer.
Request for prayer from: Chris Schafer, Glen Turnbull, Karen Goodger, Alex Impols,
Cathy Moseley, & Melissa & family, Seth Gunther, Cliff & Gwen Stomann, Tom &
Sandra Davidson & Bianca Davidson, Tom Scrivens, Dianne Mitsakis, Gavin Linard, Rose
& Paige Linard, and Anna & Keith Linard, Mark Bennetts, Barry Watts, Lidia, Katie,
Abraham & Anne Formosa, Peter Jones, Lillian. We give grateful thanks for healing
and blessings where ever received.
Come, O God for whom we wait, and, in your mercy; hear our prayer.
God of Advent, you promise the faithful eternal life and a place at your heavenly
banquet, make welcome the recently departed and we remember those whose
years mind occurs at this time.
Year’s mind: 14th Jane Rasmussen, Robert Freestone; 15th Karen Guinelly; 16th Kenneth
Hammond, Silvie Knight; 17th Emmy Marschall, Andrew Bulman, William Potts; 18th
Jeffrey Morgan, Robert Pratt, Gladys Martin, Elsie Chuter, Dianne Humm; 20th Ian
Poulter.
Rest eternal grant to them O Lord, and let light perpetual shine upon them.
Come, O God for whom we wait, and, in your mercy; hear our prayer.
God of Advent, we are urged to rejoice always, to pray continually, giving thanks
in all circumstances; hear us as we pray for ourselves ….....; may we be like Mary,
praising your name, singing your song from the depths of our souls.
Accept out prayers in the name of the one for whom we wait, Jesus Christ our
Lord, who taught us to pray... Our Father in heaven.... [pg 124].
Reflections on the Readings
We continue to journey with John the Baptiser this week and we focus on his
message and some of the prophetic foundations for his ministry, and that of
Jesus. These are coupled with the story of John's preaching, and his refusal to
really identify himself for John did not feel that he was important in himself – it
was his message that mattered. It was a message of restoration and of
empowerment, both internally and externally. John proclaimed that One was
coming who would baptise in the Holy Spirit – moving the ‘law’ into the heart (as
Jeremiah prophesied). In the letter to the Thessalonians, the believers were
encouraged to live as true followers of Christ, with spirits, souls and bodies
enlivened by God’s Spirit. In a similar way, Isaiah’s prophecy speaks of
restoration, particularly of the marginalised, poor and suffering ones, in the
power of God’s Spirit. Finally, the Psalm describes the experience of being
restored by God, not just as an outward reality, but as an experience that changes

God’s people inwardly too, creating joy and strength. God’s saving restoring
work must always embrace our entire lives, our entire experience and our entire
being. This means that, as much as our hearts need to be changed, so do our
structures and systems. As much as we need to rebuild broken cities, homes and
nations, so too do we need to rebuild broken hearts, broken relationships and
broken spirits. It is God who does the work of restoration – this is the Good
News of Advent – but we are invited, even as John was, to be voices proclaiming
God’s coming, and participants in God’s restoring work.
Adapted from John van de Laar (2014) www.sacredise.com

Notices
Tonight Carols for the Community 7pm St Stephens, Tallarook. All
welcome to come and sing favourite carols.
Next Sunday Festival of Carols at Christ Church 6.30 pm 21st December
preceded by a BBQ at 5.00pm. Meat will be provided, please bring salads to
share. The children from Church 4 Kids, will be dressing up and assisting with
the nativity and singing and need to be at the church by 5.30pm to get costumes
and instruments. Invite families, neighbours and friends to come and sing carols
and hear again the Christmas story. People needed to read lessons, give out
books, cook the BBQ or help dress the children - please see Fr Kim or Caroline.
Festival of Lessons and Carols Raffle
We are having a raffle (Christmas basket of goodies, preserves and wine, and
small basket of toiletries) to raise funds to assist with costs and for the Christmas
Bowl Appeal. Tickets are $1 each. Your support is needed and your generosity
appreciated. Tickets available at the back of Christ Church and Fr Kim has tickets
for other centres.
Rosters for Christ Church - the rosters for 2015 need to be completed. They
are on the table at the back of the Church. Please fill in when you are not
avaiable.
Christmas Services
Thursday
18 December
Sunday
21 December
Wednesday
24 December
Thursday
25 December

2.30pm
4.00pm
5.00pm
6.30pm
11.30pm

Christmas Service

9.00am
11.00am
4.00pm

Christmas Mass
Christmas Mass
Christmas Mass

BBQ
Festival of Carols
Midnight Mass

Caladenia
Dianella
Christ Church
St Matthews,
Broadford
Christ Church, Kilmore
St Stephens, Tallarook
Transfiguration,
Pyalong

Parish life this week
Third week of December – It's beginning to look a lot like Christmas
Tuesday 16th 12.00pm St Matthews Friendship Group, Bottom Hotel lunch
Wednesday 19th 10.00am Holy Eucharist - Christ Church, Seymour
7.00pm Parish Council Christmas Dinner, Gavan Hall
Thursday 20th 10.00am Eucharist, St Matthews
10.00am Eucharist, Willowmeade
2.30pm Christmas Service, Caladenia
4.00pm Christmas Service, Dianella
st
Friday 21
10.00am - 4.00pm Op Shop, Church House
Saturday 22nd 10.00am - 12.30pm Op Shop, Church House
SERVICES
Next Sunday: 21st December 2014 - Fourth Sunday of Advent
2 Samuel 7.1-11, 16; Song of Mary; Romans 16.25-27; Luke 1.26-38
Christ Church

9.00am
5.00pm
6.30pm

Holy Eucharist
BBQ
Festival of Carols

St Matthews

11.00am

Holy Eucharist

St Stephens

11.00am

Morning Prayer

Transfiguration

4.00pm

No service this day

Parish Clergy:
Rector Revd Dr Kim Benton 9 Union Street Kilmore 3764 Ph 5782 1155
m 0407569343; kim@revkim.org
Priest (PTO) Fr John Young 9/40 Powlett St Broadford 3658
Ph 5784 2224
PO Box 289 Kilmore 3764
Like us on
*******************************************

Reminder for Parish Council this Wednesday at Gavan Hall.
Evening starts at 7pm with a short meeting followed by dinner.
Partners are welcome to relax during the meeting with suitable
refreshments.

