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Dear Block Island Club Friends,
We hope this newsletter finds you all having a
happy and healthy beginning to 2017! Although
the Club is closed in winter, we’ve been busy
preparing for another amazing season this
coming summer. (continued inside)
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As we look back at the 2016 season, we’re reminded that the
BIC only operates with the support and contributions of so
many people — our staff and interns, parents and grandparents and, of course, past and present members. We are thankful that so many people appreciate that it truly does “take a
village” to make a small non-profit like the BIC continue to be
able to provide a fun, safe place for kids to learn to swim, sail,
play tennis, do arts & crafts and make new friends!

With the addition of the six Colgate 26 keelboats this past fall,
the BIC Board has strived to find a balance for this summer of
continuing to serve our core members — children — while also
introducing an adult sailing program and a more robust racing
season. It’s exciting, but it also introduces many unknowns, so
we appreciate all members working with us this summer as we
find the right balance for the Club.

In 2016 we had 200 active members, 77 of which were new
members. A new aluminum dock ramp and ladder were a welcome addition. The Adult Luau and Teen Dance had fantastic
turnouts and Hugh’s Teen Full Moon Kayak was an exciting
new addition to the summer, as was the Junior Davis Tennis
Cup in July. We hosted the 33rd Annual Hal Madison Yacht
race in August with proceeds going to the Mary D. Fund. The
Club continued its partnership with Camp Mohegan for kids to
come participate in sailing and other activities on Wednesdays
throughout the summer. And once again we were thrilled to
partner with the Block Island Nature Conservancy to host one
of their speaker series which, this past summer, gave us Todd
McLeish, who came to speak about “The American Burying
Beetle” — as always, it was a well attended and informative
social gathering.
For 2016, the club generated positive cash flow and remains
on solid financial footing. However, we continue to rely on donations to cover all of our operating costs. 2017 will be an
exciting year for the club, and we believe we will move closer
to our goal of generating membership and program revenue
sufficient to cover all of our operating costs.

As we look forward to our 53rd summer, there are many new
things in store, so please read the newsletter in its entirety so
you’re up to speed on what we have planned for 2017. This
past December we reached out to all our members with our
Capital Campaign appeal letter which explained that the board
had decided to embark on a capital campaign to fund new
docks, a swimming area and updates to the Clubhouse. We
are confident we will be able to fund and execute most if not
all of our initiatives for the upcoming season.
We want to thank all of our members, past and present, who
gave so generously to the campaign. We are so close to reaching our goal. We ask, if you have not already given, to please
consider making a gift of any size to the club to help us reach
our Capital Campaign goal. The Block Island Club is a 501(c)
(3) not-for-profit organization, so monetary gifts are tax deductible and may also be matched by your company.
For any donation of $1,000 or more, you may elect to have
your family’s name on a plaque that will be placed on the new
dock — a wonderful reminder that we are only as strong as our
membership base.
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To donate online you can visit
http://www.blockislandclub.org/donate/

our

The Manager Is Back Again!
website

at:

Or, you can send a check made payable to:
The Block Island Club
PO Box 147
Block Island, Rhode Island 02807
Thank you for considering a donation to the Block Island Club.
The BIC is about making memories that will last a lifetime —
we hope your family makes some new ones this summer!
Best regards,
Stephanie Ditenhafer and Christina Elwell
BIC Board of Governors Co-Presidents

Dear Block Island Club Members,
I want to thank all of you, and the
board of governors for once again
giving me the opportunity to be your
club manager for another season.
Every year we realize how lucky and
fortunate we are to be affiliated with
such a special club on such a wonderful island. We are especially privileged to have such a supportive and
grateful membership that truly appreciates all the effort that goes into creating and maintaining the Block Island Club. Together we are crafting a unique
summer experience that one looks back on later in life as the
best of times!
We are also fortunate to have a board of governors that realizes that fashioning incredible summer experiences for the
entire family takes a lot of work, determination, and modifications. This fall and winter while everyone was resting the Block
Island machine was hard at work making some changes that
will make the club the envy of all.
This season we will be introducing to our sailboat fleet six Colgate 26 keel boats. This acquisition will totally transform our
sailing program. These boats will allow our staff to give our
juniors and adult sailors an unparalleled sailing experience.
The board has also has been working on a new dock so all our
members will have an easier time accessing and maintaining
our boats.
We will also be offering a number of new and different events
this summer. I think you all will be very impressed with the
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changes we have made to the tennis, outdoor adventure and the arts and crafts programs.
However, the club would be an empty shell if it were not for our fantastic staff of instructors. We realize what a huge impact these
outstanding young people play in the lives and memories of all our members. The board has spent countless hours putting together
the best possible staff for your enjoyment this summer.
As we all run around with our busy lives over these winter months, it’s always comforting to know we have many memorable moments
ahead of us, with the upcoming summer months. The Block Island Club with its great staff will be ready to make sure that happens for
each and every one of you. If there is anything I can ever do to make your stay at the club more enjoyable or have any questions concerning this summer’s activities please be sure to get in contact with me. I look forward to seeing you all on the Block in a few months.
-Hugh Underhill

Letter from the Waterfront Director
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Greetings, members and supporters of the Block Island Club!

In addition, the Board of Directors have worked tirelessly to
fundraise the construction of new BI Club docks. This will give
us the ability to launch our entire one-design dinghy fleet without the need for dolly-ing, heavy-lifting, or potential of damage to dinghy equipment.

For those of you who don’t
know me, my name is Cameron, and I am proud and
honored to be the newlyappointed Waterfront Director for 2017. Like many of
you, my love for the island
goes down through my family- back to my grandparents
who moved to the island in
the early ‘80s. As blue-water
transatlantic sailors, they discovered the island, and serene Cormorant Cove in particular,
on one of their many cruises and instantly fell in-love.
I, unlike many of you, did not grow-up spending time and
learning to sail at the BI Club; my days on the “GSP” were
based out of the ‘Cove. Yet, looking straight out across the
body of water that is our home (060° E-NE!), I always saw
the Club as an integral part of the sailing tradition on Block
Island- a place where kids and adults alike could get stoked
on the sport.
It is my same love for the island, and for the sport- or the artof sailing, that has led me to join the ‘Club in this next, exciting
stage. We are busy improving and expanding our one-design
youth sailing program, and have already begun work on integrating our new fleet of Colgate 26 keelboats. This will allow
us to create a brand-new adult sailing program, and will give
us opportunities to get people of all ages and abilities out on
the water- to experience the thrill of the sport safely with experienced instructors and charter captains.

And with the blessing of the Board, I will be attending the annual National Sailing Programs Symposium in Austin, Texas,
to network with thousands of colleagues in sailing education.
This is to ensure that the programs we offer for the coming
2017 season be the most comprehensive, fun and informative
they can be.
There is so much more exciting stuff happening, but I will
leave it here for you all to come see it in person!
I’m looking forward to meeting and seeing many of you down
at the ‘Club this summer.
Wishing you all a wonderful next few months, fair winds and
gentle seas.
Cameron

Look what’s new for 2017!
-Thanks to the generous contributions of our members we will have
a new dock this summer. The new dock will be more stable and it
will allow for storage of our Optis and 420s on the docks. This will
allow our sailing classes to spend more time in the water sailing and
will be easier for the kids!
-Two new chase boats--as much as the BIC Whaler has been part
of the fabric of the club since the 70s, it was time to retire her to the
shipyard and acquire some well needed self bailing and updated
chase boats.
-New Swimming area: Can Docks will be used to create a “swimming pool” with lanes, ladders and even a basketball hoop! Adult
Lap Swim will be available when classes are not in session. Please
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-Thanks to the addition of the keelboats we will be offering Introduction to Sailing for 5-6 year olds. It is a great boat to introduce
sailing to beginners.
-Adults can now learn to sail at the BIC in our keelboats! Six Colgate 26s will be available for private rentals and our sailing instructors will offer a weekly cruise and charters.
-The addition of four new paddleboards.
-New 420 sails and rigging.
-A new storage container for the keelboat equipment.

check the website for the schedule.

-A new trailer for getting the keelboats in and out of the water.

-New software to allow for online booking of tennis courts, paddle-

-A new child size arts & crafts table that will be more comfortable

boards, keelboats, etc.
-Clubhouse improvements designed to create a better flow of the
office space
-New Kid’s Weekly Programming allows you to “one-stop shop” for
your child’s week based on their age/skill level.
-A new screen for indoor and outdoor movie watching.

for our little ones. Arts & Crafts classes will be open to all age levels
with different crafts available for older and younger children during
every hour.
-A combo water bottle filling station/water fountain

Check out the BIC’s updated website!

check out BIC’s updated website, continued

We’ve added important events to the calendar and will continue to
update it to help you plan for your summer. Be sure to look at the
class schedule — it’s been redesigned and new classes have been
added. Also new this year, we’ve added more membership options.
Please note that fees have increased this year. All of this important
information is highlighted under the Membership heading: http://
www.blockislandclub.org/membership-type/.

- A new one-stop check out process that allows you to sign up for
membership, weekly children’s programs, boat services and donations — all with one click. http://www.blockislandclub.org/registration/

Here’s a list of just some of the new and updated links:

- A Sailing Progression page that will help you chart your children’s
sailing path. http://www.blockislandclub.org/sailing-progressionchart/

- A Keelboat section located off the navigation bar dedicated to
all the exciting news that these boats are generating. http://www.
blockislandclub.org/

- A BIC merchandising section — come prepared this summer with your BIC attire. https://www.prepsportswear.com/
school/us/Rhode_Island/Block_Island/Block-Island-School-Club.
aspx?schoolid=2171916

- An updated class schedule and descriptions — click here for the
kids schedule: http://www.blockislandclub.org/kids/, or here for the
adult schedule: http://www.blockislandclub.org/kids/

-An updated section on the BIC guidelines and policies-please
make sure to familiarize your family with the Clubs policies. http://
www.blockislandclub.org/guidelines/

- A Fun Friday page outlining all the Fun Friday themes your children can participate in — look now so your kids come prepared!
http://www.blockislandclub.org/2017-fun-fridays/

You can join now for 2017! Go to www.blockislandclub.org

- A new FAQ page for any questions you may have. http://www.
blockislandclub.org/faq
- A People Page with photos and bios of our amazing staff. http://
www.blockislandclub.org/people/
- A list of our fleet with pictures and descriptions. http://www.blockislandclub.org/bic-fleet/
- A new Boat Services page that outlines the Club’s offerings for
boat owners. http://www.blockislandclub.org/boat-services/

BIC Save the Dates
Classes Start - June 19th
Teen Bonfire - July 7
3rd Annual Family Sunset Sail - July 8
Kids Triathlon - July 12th
BIC Community Service Day-Beach Clean-Up - July 16th
Jr. Tennis Davis Cup - July 18th
BIC Adult Party -July 22nd
Teen Dance - July 28th
25 the Annual Kaufmann Cup - July 29
Jr. Tennis Tournament Finals - August 11th
34th Annual Hal Madison - Aug. 12
End of Season Party - Aug. 12th
BIC Annual meeting-open to all members - Aug. 13
Kids Olympics - Aug. 17th

Save the Dates!

Thank You!

Thank you to the following outgoing board members for their
service and dedication to the success of the Club: Jenny Trahanas who helped develop the tennis program and Kaitlin
Bergan who as treasurer kept us financially sound. Erik Elwell
came off the board after serving as President from 2012-2014
and then serving as Vice-President. He continues to serve
this year as a non-voting member of the board managing the
new dock project among other things. We truly appreciate
Erik for continuing to help the Club. Finally, we want to say a
special thank you to Kelley Walter for her amazing leadership
and hard work as President of the Club from 2014-2016. We
especially appreciate her still taking the time to answer all of
our phone calls and emails!

Thank you to all of the 2016 BIC Staff for another fabulous
summer!
Hugh Underhill, Cameron Greenlee, Connor Jones, Gus Reed,
Garrett Baker, Emily Beinkampen, Zack Ely, Grace Hammarskjold, Emery Sereno, Luke King, Andrew Morissette, Ruby
Perry, Casey O’Connor and Leyland Reilly.
Thank you to our wonderful 2016 BIC interns!
Jillian Walter, Abigail Walter, Emma Schaeffer, Katie Cass, John
Seider, Alex Wagner, Trine Jensen, Moss Smith, Alex Jones,
Tilly Newell, Kate Beinkampen, Grace Reilly, Silas Rock and
Emma Mistele.

THANK YOU!
The BIC Board would like to say
-Thank you to Henry duPont & Ted Merritt for helping the BIC remain an
integral part of the Thursday Night Racing Series as well as for spearheading the organization of the Annual Hal Madison Yacht Race.
-Thank you to all the families who so generously volunteered to bring
lunch to our wonderful staff on each Friday of the summer! It was so
popular we even added some Wednesdays! The staff looks forward to
and appreciates this special weekly treat! Make sure to look for the signup sheet on the office board next summer!
-The 2016 Adult Luau Party was a huge success (despite the power going out!). Members enjoyed music by The Booze Beggars and cocktails
from our very own BIC Board bartender, Brian Baker. Special thanks go to
BIC member Kessa Schaeffer for planning this fun and well attended party.
This year’s party will be on July 22.
-A big thank you to Henry DuPont and Bob Greenlee for volunteering
their time and purchasing the materials to build the shelving required to
outfit the new BIC sailing storage trailer with over 270 square feet of additional storage space for the sails, spars, rigging and boat equipment.
Bob bought 8 24” X 30” bins with snap on lids to store each of the boat’s
fenders, lines, and safety equipment like the horns, distress flags and life
preservers. They unloaded each boat’s equipment and sails, inventoried
them, and stored them neatly on the trailer shelves. In addition, they built
the Colgate 26 Mast Rack. The BIC appreciates the entire Keelboat Committee for all their efforts. To learn more, go to the website and click on
the keelboat history link.
-Thank you to Cricket Treanor for stepping in to help us transition instructors early in the summer and also to Cameron Greenlee for coming
on board to teach the 420 classes and bringing his amazing experience &
temperament in teaching the kids. We are so fortunate to have him back
on staff for Summer 2017.

The BIC Board Of Directors would like to extend a warm welcome to our
2016 new members! In addition, we would like to recognize our longstanding BIC members. We are so thankful and appreciative of your support and commitment to the BIC.
In 2016 the following families marked
20 or more years as members:
The Bergan Family
The Kaufmann Family
The Larkin Family
The O’Toole Family
The Spallone Family
The following families celebrated 10
or more years as members in 2016:
The Baker Family
The Beinkampen Family
The Berkery Family
The Booth Family
The Dickinson Family
The Dowling Family
The Driesman Family
The Elwell Family
The Gasner Family

The Gill and Sobel Family
The Giroux Family
The Hammarskjold Family
The Heinz Family (Denny & Gail)
The Howe and Wang Family
The Jones Family
The Kalb Family
The Masiello Family
The Merck Family
The Merritt Family
The Rock Family
The Schaeffer Family
The Seider Family
The Sereno Family
The Taylor Family (Norman & Adele)
The Taylor Family (Alexander & Karen)
The Trahanas Family
The Treanor Family
The Weinberg Family

Welcome to our 2017 BIC Staff!
Hugh Underhill
Manager

Aislinn O’Connor
Head Swim Instructor

Cameron Greenlee
Waterfront Director

Ruby Perry
Arts & Crafts Instructor

Gus Reed
Office Manager

Katie Cass
Junior Arts & Crafts Instructor

Garrett Baker
Tennis Instructor/Outdoor Adventure Coordinator

To learn more about our staff go to
the BIC website and click on the
“people” link, you can read their
bios and see their picture!

Emily Beinkampen
Tennis Instructor

2016-2017 Board of Governors

Abigail Walter
Junior Tennis Instructor

Stephanie Ditenhafer, Co-President

Emma Schaeffer
Junior Tennis Instructor

Brian Baker, Vice President

Orrin Starr
Senior Sailing Instructor
Emery Sereno
Sailing Instructor
Grace Hammarskjold
Sailing Instructor
Jillian Walter
Junior Sailing Instructor
Alex Wagner
Junior Sailing Instructor
John Seider
Junior Sailing Instructor

Christina Elwell, Co-President
Bill Kelley, Secretary
Andy Wagner, Treasurer
Carl Kaufmann*
James Spallone*
Chris Reeves
Heather Russo-Littlefield
Chris Bergan
Dana Montanez
Chris Swihart
Cara Mehne
Karen Redlich
*President Emeritus

4th of July Parade

Come out and march in the
4th of July Parade with BIC!

BIC Bulletin Board

BIC bulletin board, continued

-We are searching for an experienced Head Sailing Instructor. Please see

-The Block Island Club encourages people to become involved with the

the BIC website for the full job description or email Chris Bergan at chris-

Race Committee. No experience is necessary. Be on the BIC dock at 5:30

bergan@gmail.com for more information.

PM on Tuesday or Thursday (ride,watch, learn,and enjoy).You will be back

-Have a old (still working) Laptop or Ipad? Please consider donating it to
the BIC.
-The BIC would love to have more places for adults to sit on our beautiful
deck. If you happen to be replacing your (gently used) outdoor wood furniture and would like to donate it to the Club, please call the office in June.
-Do you have a skill, hobby or passion that you would like to share with
the BIC kids this summer? We are looking for volunteers who might want
to come to the Club for one morning and teach the kids. Just for example, are you a Birder, Artist, Naturalist, Scientist, Photographer, Geologist,
Yogi...if interested, please email Dana Montanez at danaleemontanez@
gmail.com
-Tuesday Night Speaker Series at the BIC
We would like to start a speaker series but we need speakers! If you have
any ideas for speakers or would like to volunteer to coordinate this project
please send us an email at info@blockislandclub.org.
-We are actively attempting to update the club mailing list. Please send
any updates to your contact information to: info@blockislandclub.org

at shore at sunset. This adult racing is all done in the pond, children are
welcome. Questions: call Ted Merritt at 401-330-0625
-US Sailing is considering offering a Level 1 certification course at the BIC
during the weekend of June 9th-12th. If you are interested in taking the
course please email Cameron Greenlee at camerongreenlee@gmail.com.

Have you ever wondered about the history of the Kaufmann
Cup and the Hal Madison Yacht Race?
Kaufmann Cup
From the 1960’s through the
early 1990’s the BIC sailing
fleet consisted primarily of club
owned and private Sunfish and
420’s. For decades, club Sunfish races were held on Saturday mornings and 420 races
on Sunday afternoons. In the
mid-1980’s the sailing staff decided to hold a more formal
Sunfish regatta toward the end
of the summer and dubbed it
the “Sunfish Challenge.” After
a few years, the Board of GovCarl and Ruth Kaufmann
ernors, seeking a suitable way
to honor the service to the club
of Ruth and Carl Kaufmann, established the Kaufmann Cup Regatta,
so the Sunfish Challenge evolved into the Kaufmann Cup. The Board
commissioned an attractive permanent trophy in 1992. In 1993, the
club acquired a fleet of JY 15’s , and the race was sailed in those until
the club began using its current fleet of Optis and 420’s. The late Ruth
Kaufmann was the wife of President Emeritus and extraordinary club
volunteer, Carl Kaufmann. For many years, Ruth, a former math teacher, did all the financial work for the club as bookkeeper and treasurer.
At that time, the club did not have a professional accountant or bookkeeper on retainer to prepare tax returns or payroll. Ruth did it all, putting in, at peak times, about 20 hours a week as an unpaid volunteer.
Every bill for lessons or memberships came from her pen, including
all those reminder letters in December to members who forget to pay.
Ruth undertook all of this work with warmth, patience and a sense of
humor as she dealt with everyone from college student staff with short
attention spans, to board members with questions, to vendors. Additionally, she was an avid BIC tennis player and, years before, crewed
Thistles that she and Carl raced competitively.

The Hal Madison Yacht Race
The Hal Madison Yacht Race traces its roots to a weekday morning
at the Club in summer of 1983. Jamie Spallone, then head sailing
instructor, and Tim Larkin, his assistant, were talking while sailing students were competing in a practice race during an intermediate sailing
class. At the time the only local big boat race was an annual Mary D
Cup Race in late August, a keel boat race to raise money for the Mary D
Fund. Jamie and Tim felt that as the center of sailing on the island, the
club should host a keel boat race. They quickly set to work, putting up
hand made posters around town for the race they dubbed “The Block
Island Club Cup,” sending a press release to the Block Island Times
and even going boat to boat with the club Whaler, handing out flyers
about the race to visiting sailors. Remarkably, a number of families
interrupted their vacations to race. Jamie and Tim borrowed a taffrail
log from a local sailor to measure the course in those pre-GPS days,
and Tim’s dad’s Mako Dangerous Dan, for a committee boat. They
scrounged up some signal flags and studied the rules governing big
boat starts and protest hearings. In addition to keel boats, dinghies
and sail boards turned up, as the poster said “any boat may enter.” A
good party at the club followed, and a tradition was born. In 1984, the
Board of Governors, under the leadership of then president Dan Larkin, commissioned an impressive, silver permanent trophy (that Dan
ordered and picked up in New York) to be awarded the boat with the
best overall corrected time in the race. The trophy was named in honor
of Harold (“Hal”) and Virginia Madison, founding members of the club
and early supporters of the junior sailing program. Hal Madison was
an early board member consummate club volunteer, always fixing or
building something to improve operations. An early photograph of Hal
Madison can be found on the second floor of the club building. Over
the years, members of the Gaffett family, the Madisons’ children and
grandchildren, have presented the trophy at the post-race ceremony.
Another Hal Madison tradition is the club sailing instructors serving as
the race committee in most years. This gives young people the opportunity to take on a task often reserved for their elders with decades
of racing and race administration experience and reflects the origins
of the race.

The BIC is Going Green!
In an effort to reduce waste on the Island, this summer we
will no longer sell plastic water bottles. We will be installing
a new combo water filling station and water cooler. To help
offset the costs of this purchase we will be selling BIC logo
water bottles. These are sturdy, reusable bottles that keep
liquids cold all day.
It would help us out if you could pre-order your bottle so we
have a good estimate of how many to order for this summer. The cost of one BIC water bottle is $20. If we sell 75
water bottles this summer it will cover the entire cost of the
water cooler! Please email Greta Heinz at gretaheinz@gmail.
com with how many bottles you want and she will have them
ready for you this summer at the Clubhouse. You can pay
for your bottle at the front desk when you receive it. Thank
you for considering!

2017 Boat Storage Rates
Summer (for members only):
$200 with trailer; $150 with dolly; $50 kayak
Winter (for members only):
$200 with trailer; $150 with dolly; no winter storage allowed
for kayaks
Winter (for non-members):
$250 with trailer; $200 with dolly
Winterizing, shrink-wrapping, and spring preparation services
available upon request. Please email info@blockislandclub.
com to learn more

Intern at the BIC
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Applications are now available on the BIC website for the 2017 summer
Intern Program. Since its inception, the Intern Program has provided a
valuable and rewarding experience to all of its participants and has been
an essential part of the Club’s success. If you will be 15 or 16 this coming
summer, we ask that you read more about the Intern Program below and
consider sharing your enthusiasm for the Club by applying to be an Intern!
We encourage all those eligible to visit the Club’s website at www.blockislandclub.org/jobs to download the application. If you have any questions
about the program, please contact Chris Bergan by email at chrisbergan@
gmail.com
We look forward to hearing from you!
The Junior Intern Program
Teens who turn 15 by June 15, 2017 are eligible to apply for the Junior
Intern Program. Junior Interns (“Juniors”) will assist the club manager and
staff with daily duties and will support the staff in program areas (arts &
crafts, sailing, swimming and tennis). Juniors may rotate through more
than one program area during the summer, depending on their skills and
the Club’s needs. We anticipate that Juniors will work 15-20 hours per
week, for 3-5 weeks during the summer. This will be determined based on
the final staffing configuration, the Junior’s skills and the Club’s needs.
Requirements for Junior Interns:
-Age 15 by June 15, 2017
-A 3-5 week commitment to the Club
-Completion of Red Cross Adult/Child First Aid w/CPR class Receipt of a
completed intern application by March 15, 2017
The Senior Intern Program:
Teens who turn 16 by June 15, 2017 and who worked at the Club during
the 2016 summer (“junior interns” last season) are eligible to apply for this
program. Senior Interns (“Seniors”) will assist the club manager and staff
with daily duties and will support the staff in program areas (arts & crafts,
sailing, swimming, and tennis). We anticipate that Seniors will focus on
one or two program areas during the summer, depending on their skills

and the Club’s needs. Senior Interns will work 15-20 hours per week, for
3-5 weeks during the summer. This will be determined based
on the staffing configuration, the Senior’s skills and the Club’s needs.
Requirements for Senior Interns:
-Age 16 by June 15, 2017
-Served as a Junior Intern during the summer of 2016
-A 3-5 week commitment to the Club
-Completion of Red Cross Adult/Child First Aid w/CPR class Receipt of a
completed intern application by March 15, 2017

