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Stitching a brighter future together 
 

 
 

Tree of Life headboard with crewelwork, footstool and mirror by Kit Kemp and Melissa Wyndham 
Lampshades and cushions in Blithfield fabric 

 
Fine Cell Work’s new SS16 collections take this innovative prison charity and social 
enterprise to even greater decorative heights. Kit Kemp and Melissa Wyndham have 
developed and expanded the interior design portfolio to launch striking upholstered 
furniture and worked with Liz Downing at Blithfield on a colourful cushion 
collection.  
 
Kit Kemp, Design Director and co-owner of Firmdale Hotels and the late Melissa 
Wyndham, a top interior designer and long-standing trustee, lead Fine Cell Work’s 
design arm. 



 
‘Melissa and I wanted to create a collection that took Fine Cell Work further, 
developing a line of furniture that would look good in the home and have a strong 
design element.  These pieces can inspire others to commission Fine Cell Work and 
their prisoners to make bespoke designs within the framework.   
 
With the high quality of workmanship and skilled voluntary workers we have created 
covetable items. It would be wonderful at the end of the day if we could have an 
upholstery workshop and training scheme so everything could be done in the prisons.  
 
I have to thank Melissa for her overwhelming sense of humanity and quiet 
determination to get things done, Blithfield for their inspiring fabrics and everyone at 
Fine Cell Work for their enthusiasm and commitment.’   Kit Kemp 
 
Kit Kemp and Melissa Wyndham 
 
Fine Cell Work’s first upholstered furniture collection features a top of the range 
headboard, footstool, contemporary tray, embroidered mirror, embroidered 
lampshades and cushions. 
 
Kit and Melissa introduced sophisticated stitching and applique work to decorative 
interior furniture with original designs sourced from antique textiles. The Tree of Life 
headboard (£2,150) is a linen applique on boiled wool, incorporating French knots, 
whipped back stitch, feather stitch, buttonhole, and coral stitch. The footstool and 
mirror frame with counted darning stitch uses crewel wool on a natural linen base.  
 
The Folk Cushions combine felt applique shapes onto boiled wool, embellished with 
hand stitching (£285 each and £500 a facing pair). The needlepoint trays (£300) are 
developed from a snapshot of larger antique textiles.  
 
Blithfield for Fine Cell Work 

Touched by the work of this pioneering charity, Blithfield became the other thread in 
this collaboration and worked closely with Kit and Melissa to select fabrics from its 
collections that would lend themselves best to embroidery. The cushions include The 
Pineapple and Small Damask from the Peggy Angus collection, which are drawn from 
original lino blocks making these prints perfect to embellish with vibrant stitching and 
enhance with French knots.  

Kit led the way with her eye for exciting colour combinations and together with 
Melissa’s design aesthetic, this collaboration has resulted in a wonderful collection 
comprising six cushions (£120-£150) two lampshades (£250) and mirror (£850). 
 
 



 
About  
 
Fine Cell Work is a charity and social enterprise, founded by Lady Anne Tree in 1997 
with the aim to enable prisoners to develop new skills, earn and save some money and 
to acquire the self-belief to stop offending. Fine Cell Work specifically addresses key 
issues affecting prisoners’ offending behaviour; establishment and reinforcement of 
work skills, building relationships and mental resilience. Currently working in 30 
prisons across the UK, they work with 250 prisoners at any one time. 
 
The work produced in prison includes stitching needlepoint and embroidered 
cushions, bags, wall hangings and patchwork quilts. Products are of a superb quality 
as prisoners are taught by volunteers, including members of the Embroiderers and 
Quilters Guild. The prisoners’ work is sold around the world. Some are interior design 
collaborations and commissions, others heritage pieces for the likes of the V&A, 
English Heritage and the Duchess of Cornwall and Prince of Wales. 
 
Note to Editors 
View the new collections at the Fine Cell Work press breakfast with Kit Kemp and 
Blithfield at the Ham Yard Hotel on Wednesday 9th March, 8.30am to 11am. 
 
Firmdale Hotels is privately owned by husband and wife Tim and Kit Kemp and 
comprises eight award winning luxury properties in central London and one in New 
York. They include Ham Yard Hotel in Soho, The Soho Hotel, Covent Garden Hotel, 
Charlotte Street Hotel and Haymarket Hotel in London’s West End, Dorset Square 
Hotel in Marylebone, Knightsbridge Hotel near Harrods, Number Sixteen in South 
Kensington and Crosby Street Hotel in New York’s SoHo. The hotels’ interiors are 
beautifully designed by Kit Kemp in her award-winning luxurious, modern British 
style for which her innovative, exciting mix of colour, pattern, texture and art is world 
renowned. Mid-2016 will see the opening of a second property in New York, The 
Whitby Hotel. 
http://www.firmdalehotels.com/ 
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