What’s ‘reframing The term ‘reframe’ offers many
definitions, almost all suggesting a
different way of looking at current perspectives. In this exhibition,
we explore the ways in which Europe is framed and reframed as
a geographical entity rather than limiting ourselves to a political
perspective dictated by the EU.
The nine artists who have been invited to contribute to the
exhibition come from three very distinct countries, each with a
different history, role and relationship with Europe. By working within the medium of
comics, they chose to use a language common to all: images.

About the European Cultural Foundation (ECF)
The origins of the European Cultural Foundation lie in the belief that culture would
inspire the future of Europe. That is why, for the past 60 years, we have been dedicated
to supporting and connecting cultural change-makers in Europe. We stand for a Europe
of local communities, grassroots initiatives, individual voices and diverse visions. For
culture is the catalyst that encourages new encounters and inspires exchange. Culture
is the power behind an open, democratic and inclusive Europe.
Join us in celebrating 60 years of connecting culture, communities and democracies
and help us shape the future of Europe.

About Philanthropy House
Philanthropy House is a brand new meeting venue and exhibition space with a
difference. Philanthropy House is the first of its kind, a unique and special place where
foundation staff can meet, work, discuss, showcase their work and provide a window for
people to discover the important work of foundations and the countless ways in which
they impact the lives of European citizens. It is an initiative by and for foundations … the
natural home of European philanthropy. Philanthropy House is situated in the heart of
Brussels, at Rue Royale 94.
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Perspectives on Europe through comics
from Algeria, Turkey and the UK
Reframe came about as a result of a collaboration between three
international comic festivals: Algeria International Comic Book
Festival (FIBDA) in Algiers, Istanbulles in Turkey and Comica in the
UK.
The ECF has supported the project from the start, because it attempts to tackle pressing
European issues through an art form that is moving beyond the traditional art scene and
brings a fresh dimension to the discourse on democracy and human rights.
Reframe was first shown in October 2013 at the Free Word Centre in London and
travelled to Algeria and Turkey last February. Philanthropy House and ECF are proud to
present this collection of insightful perspectives on Europe as part of ECF’s celebration of
60 years of working to connect people through arts and culture.

Although translation is necessary when transferring comics across borders, countries
and cultures, the visual strength of the medium makes it the ideal channel to create and
share a wide variety of perspectives on Europe. Not only is there immense potential
due to the diversity of stories being told, the medium itself, in the way we read it,
“necessitates the bridging of gutters and the creation of a coherent entity out of a
fragmented space”1 (as Dr. Jason Dittmer, reader in Human Geography at University
College, London explains), – it is also how the European space works.

Perspectives on Europe through comics
from Algeria, Turkey and the UK

An important part of this exhibition is how comics as a medium allow creators and
readers alike to experience the power of story-telling at a very personal level. Sometimes
the author is portrayed inside the story. In that sense, Reframe focuses on the personal
narratives of the artists exhibited in this room. It doesn’t attempt to provide answers
about the way these three countries see Europe. Instead, it offers a few subjective
approaches that will hopefully help to deepen the debate on what Europe is about,
and what it needs to do to become more aware of the individual narratives from the
continent and beyond.
Remappings. The Making of European Narratives, (p.111-119, European Cultural Foundation, Amsterdam,
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2012)

The nine artists from Algeria, Turkey and the UK – Sofiane Belaskri, Mahmoud
Benameur, Hannah Berry, ILYA, Daniel Locke, Murat Mıhçıoğlu, Soumeya
Ouarezki, Cem Özüduru and Naz Tansel – use their distinctive styles
and viewpoints to ‘reframe’ perspectives on Europe. Through their
graphic short stories they examine and expose the cultural, social and
political dynamics between Europe and each of their own countries.
The European Cultural Foundation (ECF) is delighted to present the exhibition
Reframe – Perspectives on Europe through comics from Algeria, Turkey and the UK
at Philanthropy House in Brussels.
From Monday to Friday, 9.00 – 18.30, 19th of March – 12th of May

A L G E R I A

Sofiane Belaskri is a young manga author based in Oran,
where he is studying civil engineering.
Belaskri has drawn the series Drahem in Laabstore magazine,
which was published as an album by Z-link in 2010. His album
Le vent de la liberté was also published by Z-link in 2012. He
has been part of two Algerian anthologies of comics: Monstres
(Dalimen Éditions, 2012) with his short graphic story Le fantôme
and Waratha I (Dalimen Éditions, 2012) with J’avais un rêve.
Belaskri came second in the Young Talent prize during the 2011
Algeria International Comic Book Festival (FIBDA) and has been
part of the team of comic artists who represented Algeria at the
Angoulême International Comics Festival in 2013.

is a fifth-year student at
the Algiers School of Fine
Arts. He is a freelance illustrator and animator. He won
the prize for best graphics in the 2010 Algiers Comic
Book Festival. Since 2011, he has been involved in
comics; his short story Kaching, written in collaboration
with Soumeya Ouarezki, was published in the anthology
Monstres. The following year, Dalimen Éditions
published his first comic as a professional, entitled
Broderies pour un Hold-up. He is currently working on
a new comic book, due to come out next year.

Mahmoud Benameur

is a fifth-year student at the
Soumeya Ouarezki
Algiers School of Fine Arts, where
she is specialising in graphic design. Her participation in
workshops organised by the Algeria International Comic
Book Festival (FIBDA) has allowed her to publish stories in
two anthologies, Monstres in 2011 together with Mahmoud
Benameur and Waratha in 2012.
As a professsional, she has contributed a comic book entitled
Yaghmoracen, published by Rive Sud in 2012, and has also
worked on the animation team hired for the production of
singer Warda el Djazairiya’s last video clip.

T U R K E Y

Murat Mıhçıoğlu is the founder of Studio Rodeo, a
flexible initiative for authentic comic
book production and co-founder of Rodeo Editions. After
studying English and American Literature at Istanbul University
for two years, he decided to study at the Painting Department
of Mimar Sinan Academy of Fine Arts. His involvement in
creating and editing comics dates back to the mid 1980s, but
it’s only after starting the monthly Rodeo Strip magazine in
2004 that this form of communication began to take most
of his time as a writer and editor. He was awarded as an art
critic in 1998, and as a science-fiction writer twice recently.
Currently, Mıhçıoğlu is working on a special extension to
Comicstanbul under the title Gezi Comics.

U N I T E D

Hannah Berry is a graphic novelist, but she is also a
writer, illustrator, occasional teacher and
editorial gun-for-hire. She has been a regular tutor for the Arvon
Foundation’s Graphic Novel Writing course, as well as being the
Booktrust’s seventh Online Writer in Residence. Her first graphic
novel BRITTEN AND BRÜLIGHTLY was published by Random
House in 2008. It has been translated into Italian, Dutch, Serbian
and French, with the French edition chosen as part of the official
selection for the 2010 Angoulême International Comics Festival.
Her second graphic novel ADAMTINE was published in 2012, also
by Random House. She has exhibited work in solo and collective
exhibitions and has written for publications including the New
Statesman, Dazed & Confused and the Huffington Post UK.

Cem Özüduru is the youngest Turkish creator ever to have
a graphic novel published: Zombistan was
on the shelves in 2009, just a couple of years after Özüduru was
introduced to readers in the pages of the monthly Rodeo Strip. He is
also the very first Turkish artist to have his original pages on display in
the Comics Museum in Angoulême, France. He is a graduate of the
Painting Department of Mimar Sinan Academy of Fine Arts. Recently,
his second graphic novel, Breeze of Dawn, hit the book stores in
Turkey.

Naz Tansel is studying drawing at Mimar Sinan
Academy of Fine Arts. Her works
have been exhibited at Mimar Sinan’s Tophane-i Amire
Gallery, TÜYAP Art Fair and the Istanbul Hidirellez Spring
Festival. In 2011, Tansel participated in a German-Turkish
designers’ exchange programme. She spent six months at
the University of Seville in Spain as an Erasmus exchange
student in 2012. She was selected by Mimar Sinan University
to attend the 55th Venice Biennial in a trip organised by
Yıldız Holding. She is working for the first time with Studio
Rodeo as part of the Reframe project.

K I N G D O M

Daniel Locke is a UK-based illustrator. Daniel’s work
is featured in the Open Day Book in the
USA and A Graphic Cosmogony from Nobrow Press, as well
as appearing in many anthologies of contemporary comics.
He has just finished work on his first full-length graphic novel,
311 Ditchling Road, which was published by Nobrow Press in
February 2014. He is also working with the artist David Blandy
and scientist Dr Adam Rutherford on an illustrated history of
DNA for The Wellcome Trust.

Doc Next Network
Capturing the views of young
European media-makers
Initiated and supported by ECF, Doc Next Network aims to create a vibrant
European space where young people’s messages are more accessible in
mainstream public discourse.
In April 2012, the network embarked on an ambitious two-year project called Remapping
Europe – a remix project highlighting the migrant’s perspective. The goal was to re-view,
re-investigate and re-mix the prevailing imagery of migrants across Europe.
Working with Doc Next Network’s hubs in Spain, Poland, Turkey and the UK, 53 young
media-makers with a migrant background have produced a thought provoking selection of
films that create a new imagery of migrants – offering a new mental map of Europe.

ILYA

is a comic book writer and artist. His books include his
award-winning graphic novel series The End of the Century Club;
a daringly different take on King Lear for Self Made Hero’s Manga
Shakespeare series; and a contribution to noir anthology It’s Dark In
London. His debut prose novel is THE CLAY DREAMING (Myriad, 2010).
More recent publications include ROOM FOR LOVE, an Original Graphic
Novel for Self Made Hero (November 2013) and The Mammoth Book of
SKULLS, as editor (Running Press, June 2014). Ilya edited three volumes of
The Mammoth Book of BEST NEW MANGA. He also designs and tutors
workshops and courses on the art of comics and manga. He’s currently
collaborating with the creators of Ben 10 on a new concept.

www.docnextnetwork.org - www.remappingeurope.eu

