Newsletter Edition 12 – Winter 2016

Working to build community amongst
Luton’s diverse people
In Partnership with Luton Council of Faiths
and Ghar se Ghar (Home to Home)

Welcome to the Winter edition of the GRASSROOTS newsletter!
A festive Sainsbury’s advert depicts an over-stretched father stressing over how to get everything done in time for
Christmas. As the man juggles everyday life and Christmas shopping, he finally concludes “I wanna find the greatest
gift I can give my family; the greatest gift that I can give is me.” It seems ironic that the increasing commercialisation
of religious festivals has put society under intense pressure to buy material goods to mark the coming of the Christchild - born in a cattle shed, and whose early years were lived under constant threat. 2000 years later, our world is full
of real-life nativity scenes - families and individuals, women and children, struggling for survival. In the midst of this
harsh reality, what gifts will we choose to give this Christmas? May we remember that it is only in serving the needy
and giving of ourselves that we attain the real joy and meaning of Christmas!
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Exciting Volunteering Opportunity

Do you have enthusiasm for leading a group of people committed to promoting Fairtrade?

We are looking for a volunteer Fairtrade Campaign Coordinator to help us continue our Fairtrade work within Luton and
its diverse communities.
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Other GRASSROOTS News
Luton Peace Walk
The annual Luton Peace Walk took place on 24th September 2016, with
over 200 people of diverse faiths and cultures walking side by side in
friendship to visit Shree Ravidass Bhawan Sikh Temple, Luton Central Mosque and
All Saints Church. At All Saints, the gathering witnessed the unveiling of a beautiful
mosaic created by people from across the Luton community, viewed the recently
completed community allotments, and were invited to have a go at archery.
A Multicultural Christmas
A Multicultural Christmas was the theme of the Church Related Community Work
(CRCW) Project event at the Holy Ghost Parish Centre on 25th November 2016. Over
80 guests from the local community enjoyed cultural foods, songs, poetry and line
dancing, before dancing the night away to an array of music from around the world.
Safeguarding for Faith Organisations Workshop
Near Neighbours and Strengthening Faith Institutions joined forces on 1st December
2016 to deliver a workshop to raise awareness of safeguarding and good practice
within faith organisations and other community groups. Over 60 people attended
the event held at All Saints Church, which included contributions from colleagues
who work in Luton, providing real life case studies and thoughts on their own
safeguarding experiences.
Trip to Waddesdon Manor
Waddesdon Manor was the destination for a Ghar se Ghar trip on 9th December
2016, taking 34 people from different faiths and cultures to look around the manor
house, the Coach House Gallery, the stables, the Christmas Fair and a ‘Field of
Lights’, comprised of 9000 stems of light which bloom as dusk falls. A great time of
sharing and building friendships was enjoyed by all who attended.
Coffee with MPs
Luton MP Gavin Shuker joined members of the community at the Holy Ghost Parish
Centre on 9th December 2016, for a wide range of discussions addressing a variety of
topical concerns. The main areas of focus included rising levels of poverty, the lack of
housing in Luton, the refugee crisis, and concerns about the growing threat to
Human Rights and British Identity. The key message coming out of the gathering was
the need to not only be commentators on the challenges we face, but to become
active participants in upholding what we hold dear.
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Robin Hood Feast
All Saints Church Hall was the venue for this festive event held on 16th December
2016 to celebrate another successful year of the Community Archery Project.
Bringing together archers and their families from across faiths and cultures, with
special guests including the Hate Crime Ambassadors, the evening included plentiful
food, games and an educational quiz, held in a medieval-themed setting.
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Dates for your Diary
Let’s Eat Together on 21st December 2016 (various times and locations across
Luton). Please visit https://goo.gl/xUd5AF for full details.
Holocaust Memorial Day Service on 26th January 2017 from 6:30pm at University of
Bedfordshire. Contact admingrassroots@btconnect.com for more details.
Our Minds Matter Conference on 2nd February 2017 from 10am to 3pm at
University of Bedfordshire. Contact info@ourmindsmatter.org.uk for more details.
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