


“If the Lord is with us,!
why then has all this!

happened to us?”!
!

Judges 6



God sometimes sends suffering 
in order to turn us to repentance 

and to dependence upon Him.



Judges 6:1-17!
(p. 344, pew Bible)



1. Suffering: If God is with us, why is 
this happening to us? 

!

2. Sufficiency: What can I do about it? 
!

3. Sureness: How can I trust God?

3 Questions we ask in times of suffering



1. Suffering: If God is with us, why 
is all this happening to us?



Review…
Creation of all things good and harmonious 
Fall into sin and death 
God’s covenant promises to Abraham 
Isaac, Jacob, Jacob’s sons 
People of Israel in slavery 
People delivered 
Covenant law given 
Conquest of promised land



Covenant warnings to Israel
But if you will not obey the voice of the LORD your God or 
be careful to do all his commandments and his statutes that I 
command you today, then all these curses shall come upon 
you and overtake you… 
Your ox shall be slaughtered before your eyes, but you shall 
not eat any of it. Your donkey shall be seized before your 
face, but shall not be restored to you. Your sheep shall be 
given to your enemies, but there shall be no one to help you… 
A nation that you have not known shall eat up the fruit of your 
ground and of all your labors. 

Deuteronomy 28:15,31,33



Further warnings to Israel

Now the angel of the LORD went up from Gilgal to Bochim. 
And he said, “I brought you up from Egypt and brought you 
into the land that I swore to give to your fathers. I said, ‘I will 
never break my covenant with you, and you shall make no 
covenant with the inhabitants of this land; you shall break 
down their altars.’ But you have not obeyed my voice.”… 
So the anger of the LORD was kindled against Israel, and he 
gave them over to plunderers. 

Judges 2:1-2,14



God sends judges

Then the LORD raised up judges, who saved them out of the 
hand of those who plundered them. Yet they did not listen to 
their judges, for they whored after other gods and bowed 
down to them. They soon turned aside from the way in which 
their fathers had walked, who had obeyed the commandments 
of the LORD, and they did not do so. 

Judges 2:16-17



Downward spiral…
Israel does evil (usually idolatry). 
God sends foreign oppressors to turn the 
hearts of Israel back to Him. 
The Israelites cry out to God. 
God raises up a judge to deliver Israel. 
The judge delivers Israel, and there is peace 
for a while. 
Then Israel does evil…



The people of 
Israel did what 
was evil in the 

sight of the 
LORD, and the 

LORD gave 
them into the 

hand of Midian 
seven years. 

Judges 6:1



The people cry out; God sends a prophet
When the people of Israel cried out to the LORD on account 
of the Midianites, the LORD sent a prophet to the people of 
Israel. And he said to them, “Thus says the LORD, the God 
of Israel: I led you up from Egypt and brought you out of the 
house of slavery. And I delivered you from the hand of the 
Egyptians and from the hand of all who oppressed you, and 
drove them out before you and gave you their land. And I 
said to you, ‘I am the LORD your God; you shall not fear the 
gods of the Amorites in whose land you dwell.’ But you have 
not obeyed my voice.” 

Judges 6:7-11



Why did God send a prophet?

“Sometimes we may need understanding more than relief.” 
Prof. Ralph Davis



Where suffering comes from…

Direct 
consequence 

of my sin

Not a 
consequence 

of my sin



Where suffering comes from…

Direct 
consequence 

of my sin

Not a 
consequence 

of my sin

Chastisement: 
to lead me to 
repentance

For the Lord disciplines the one he loves, and 
chastises every son whom he receives. 

Hebrews 12:6



1. Suffering: If God is with us, why is 
all this happening to us? 
Sometimes as a chastisement, God 
sends suffering to turn us away 
from our sin and back toward Him. 



!

2.  Sufficiency: What can I do about it? 
(after I repent!)



Sufficiency

And the LORD turned to [Gideon] and said, “Go in this 
might of yours and save Israel from the hand of Midian; do 
not I send you?” And he said to him, “Please, Lord, how 
can I save Israel? Behold, my clan is the weakest in 
Manasseh, and I am the least in my father’s house.” And the 
LORD said to him, “But I will be with you.” 

Judges 6:14-16



Sufficiency—not in ourselves but…

In God’s purpose:  “Do not I send you?” 
In God’s presence:  “I will be with you.”



Our sufficiency today…
In God’s purpose:  “Do not I send you?” 
In God’s presence:  “I will be with you.” 

!

Purpose: “Go therefore and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe 
all that I have commanded you.” 
Presence: “And behold, I am with you always, to the 
end of the age.” 

Matthew	  28:19–20



!

2.  Sufficiency: What can I do about it? 
I can work toward God’s purpose 
(making disciples) with confidence 
in His presence.



3.  Sureness:  How can I trust God?



Sureness
And the LORD turned to [Gideon] and said, “Go in this 
might of yours and save Israel from the hand of Midian; 
do not I send you?” 

Judges 6:14

The Lord graciously sent a deliverer to 
rescue Israel, regardless of their sin.



Sureness
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ, who gave himself for our sins to 
deliver us from the present evil age. 

Galatians	  1:3-‐4	  
God shows his love for us in that while we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us. 

Romans 5:8

The Lord graciously sent a Deliverer to 
rescue us, regardless of our sin.



3.  Sureness:  How can I trust God? 
Because in His grace, God always 
sends someone to deliver His 
sinful people; and He has already 
sent our Deliverer, Jesus Christ, 
to deliver us from our sin.



God sometimes sends suffering as a 
chastisement to turn us to repentance. 
• Examine yourself and repent. 
• Dedicate yourself to His purpose. 
• Have confidence in His presence. 
• Trust in the grace of the Deliverer.


