




God’s Vision and Power
vs.

Man’s Blindness & Weakness

1 Samuel 16-17



Have faith in God’s vision and power,  
not in your understanding and strength.



Then all the elders of Israel gathered together and came 
to Samuel at Ramah and said to him, “…Now appoint for 
us a king to judge us like all the nations.”… And Samuel 
prayed to the LORD. And the LORD said to Samuel, 
“Obey the voice of the people in all that they say to you, 
for they have not rejected you, but they have rejected Me 
from being king over them.” 

1 Samuel 8:4-7



Samuel anoints Saul king



1 Samuel 16
(p. 401,
pew Bible)



“I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, 
for I have provided for myself a king 
among his sons.” 

1 Samuel 16:1



God’s wisdom leads to success; 
man’s often leads to failure.



“For the LORD sees not as man sees: 
man looks on the outward appearance, 
but the LORD looks on the heart.” 

1 Samuel 16:7



God’s vision far exceed man’s: 
man sees superficially, but God sees within.



“And the Spirit of the LORD rushed upon 
David from that day forward.” 

1 Samuel 16:13



God’s power, not our strengths, will prevail.



1 Samuel 17
(p. 403, pew Bible)



“Who is this uncircumcised Philistine, that he 
should defy the armies of the living God?” 

1 Samuel 17:26



Understanding comes from 
seeing reality through God’s eyes.



David said, “The LORD who delivered me from 
the paw of the lion and from the paw of the bear 
will deliver me from the hand of this Philistine.” 

1 Samuel 17:37



We get courage by remembering 
the character and actions of God.



Then David said to the Philistine, “You come to me with a 
sword and with a spear and with a javelin, but I come to you 
in the name of the LORD of hosts, the God of the armies of 
Israel, whom you have defied. This day the LORD will 
deliver you into my hand, and I will strike you down and cut 
off your head.” 

1 Samuel 17:45-46



David prevailed not because of his strength, 
but because he trusted in God’s strength.



“And I will give the dead bodies of the host of the Philistines 
this day to the birds of the air and to the wild beasts of the 
earth, that all the earth may know that there is a God in 
Israel, and that all this assembly may know that the LORD 
saves not with sword and spear. For the battle is the 
LORD’s, and he will give you into our hand.” 

1 Samuel 17:46-47



David’s motivation was 
not his own success or reward, 

but God’s glory.



Understanding—from seeing with God’s eyes. 

Courage—from remembering God’s character. 

Strength—from trusting God’s strength. 

Motivation—to show God’s glory.



But very few of us have David’s heroic faith. 

Instead, we are like the Israelites hiding 
from Goliath—we need saving.



We need a Savior.



The Gospel 
Jesus is our Champion. 

Jesus did for us what we cannot. 
On the cross, Jesus won the  
victory over sin and Satan. 

In rising from the dead, Jesus was 
victorious over death. 

Like David, as our Representative, 
Jesus’ victory counts as our victory. 

We have a Savior, and His name is Jesus.


